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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, 
Delivered in the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City^ Apeil 7, 13G9, 


(Reported foj David TK Evans.) 


UESPONSIBILITY FOR TEACHINGS — THE WORD OF WISDOM — CO-OPERATION, 


I think I shaM not be under the 
necessity of talking long, as there 
has been a great deal said to the 
people this afternoon, I will com- 
mence by saying to the Latter-day 
Saints and to all the inhabitants of 
the earth that I am responsible for 
the doctrine I teach ; but I am not 
responsible for the obedience of the 
people to that doctrine. My position 
in the presence of God, before the 
Angels and upon the face of the 
earth, is that it is easier and more 
delightful to serve God than to serve 
ourselves and the devil. 

There has been considerable said 
this afternoon with regard to redeem- 
ing and building up Zion, the Order 
of fjnoch, &c, I see men and women 
in this congregation — only a few of 
them — who were driven from the 
central stake of Zion* Ask them if 
they had any sorrow or trouble ; then 
1st them look at the beautiful land 
that the Lord would have given 
No 1, 


them if all had been faithful in keep- 
ing His commandments, and had 
walked before Him as thejy should ; 
and then ask them with regard to 
the blessings they would have re- 
ceived. If they tell you the senti- 
ments of their minds, they will tell 
you that the yoke of Jesns would 
have been easy and his burden would 
have been light, and that it would 
have been a delightful task to have 
walked in obedience to his com- 
mands and to have been of one heart 
and one mind; but through the sel- 
fishness of some, which is idolatry, 
through their covetonsness, which is 
the same, and the lustful desire of 
their minds, they were cast out and 
driven from their homes* We have 
been driven many times; but each 
time, if they who professed to be the 
servants of God had served Him 
with an undivided heart, they would 
have had the privilege of living in 
th*ir houses, possessing their laodg, 
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attending to their meetings, and 
spreading abroad on the right and 
the left, length ening the cords of 
Zion, and strengthening her stakes 
until the land had been dedicated 
to the Gospel of the Son of God. 
Well, I have been with the rest and 
I expect I have been covetous like 
them, and probably I am now ; but 
if I am, I wish somebody would tull 
mo wherein. 

Brother Pratt, in his discourse, had 
considerable to say with regard to 
the property of the Saints, 1 would 
like very much if the time was now 
when the Lord would say, ''Lay 
down your substance at the feet of 
the bishops," and find out who in this 
Church would be willing to give up 
all This co-operative movement is 
only a stepping stone to what is 
called the Order of Enoch, but which 
is in reality the Order of Heaven. 
It was revealed to Enoch when he 
built up his city and gathered the 
people together and sanctified them, 
so that they became so holy and pure 
that they could not live among the 
rest of the people and the Lord took 
them away. 

Ask any Christian in the world if 
he thinks the Lord rules and reigns 
supremo in heaven, and he will tell 
you, " Yes." Is it right for the Lord 
to reign? "Certainly it is," Ask 
him if he would delight to live in a 
place where one character rules and 
reigns supreme, and he will answer, 
" Yes, if I could go to heaven." Why ? 
" Why, the Lord reigns there." Just 
ask the Christian if ho knows the 
Lord, and he will tell you, u No," j 
Did you ever see him ? " No." Can 
you tell me anything of His charac- 
ter ? " No, only He is something ' 


without body, parts, and passions/ 1 
One of the apostles says that " God 
is love, and they who dwell in God 
dwell in love," Ask the Christian 
world if they know anything about 


God, and they will tell you they do 
not. Ask if He has eyes, and they 
will say, " No, — yes, Ho is all eyes." 
Has he a head ? " Yes, He is all 
head." Has he ears ? " Yes, He is 
all ears, He is all mouth, He is all 
body, and all limbs;" and still without 
body, p;irts, or passions. Why what 
do they make of Him ? A monster, 
if He is anything; that is what they 
make of Him. Would you like to 
go to heaven ? " 0, yes," says the 
Christian, " the Lord reigns there," 
How do yon know you would like 
the place and the order when you 
get there ? Do you think you will 
have your farm and your substance 
by yourself, and live in the gratifica- 
tion of your selfish propensities as 
you now do ? fil 0, no, we expect to 
be made pure and holy," Where 
will you begin to be pure and holy ? 
If you do not bepio here, I do not 
know where you will begin, " Q," 
says tho Christian, " if we are going 
to heaven, where God and angels 
dwell, and live where one-man power 
prevails, we should all be satisfied, I 
expect" We, Latter-day Saints, say 
so, too. We like to see that power 
manifested by those whom God calls 
to lead the people in righteousness, 
purity, and holiness. Tins opens up 
a subject that I am not going to talk 
about. 

Brother Orson has spoken on the 
Word of Wisdom. The people have 
done pretty well in keeping it for 
the last year or two. But are they 
going to continue, or will they return 
to their old habits like the dog to his 
vomit, or like the sow that is washed, 
to her wallowing in the mire ? The 
sale of tobacco, tea, and coffee is in- 
creasing in the midst of this people 
at the present time. What does this 
prove r It proves that, stealthily or 
openly, the people are eating and 
drinking that which is not good for 
them. Hot drinks, tobacco, and spi- 
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rits are not good for them. Will 
the people continue to keep the Word 
of Wisdom, or will they become like 
the brutes in the parable, or, like 
fools, return to that which will injure 
and destroy them ? The elders of 
Israel have talked a great deal to the 
people upon the principles of life and 
about the course they should pursue 
to lay a foundation for health. Let 
a mother stimulate her system with 
tobacco, tea, coffee, or liquor, or suffer 
herself to hanker after sue!: things 
at certain times, and she lays the 
foundation for the destruction of her 
offspring. Do they realize this? No, , 
and in very many instances they 
care nothing about it. With all the 
teachings given to this people I think 
they are very much like the rest of 
the world, or like the dumb brute 
beasts that are made to be taken and 
destroyed. And it almost seems that 
the last comparison is the most ap- 
propriate, for intelligence is given us 
to preserve ourselves, to preserve 
our health and prolong our natural 
lives, preserve our posterity, pre* 
serve and beautify the earth and 
make it like the Garden of Eden, 
But what is the disposition of the 
people ? It is true we are in advance 
of the world, but we are only just 
commencing to learn the things of 
God. I know that some say the 
revelations upon these points are not 
given by way of commandment 
Very well, but we are commanded to 
observe every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God. 

I cannot say that my family is 
clear in this respect. They want a 
little of this and a little of that that 
it is not wise to use, and I suppose 
it is the same in other families. 
Every man, I expect, indulges his 
wife and children and allows thera 
to take this or that when he knows 
it is not the best for them. But we, 
in and of o nisei res, ought to be 


: independent; every son and daughter 
in Israel should say, we will keep the 
" Word of Wisdom" independent of 
father, mother, or any elder in the 
church; we know what is right and 
we will do it By so doing this 
people will increase health in their 
systems, and the destroying angel, 
when he comes along, will pass them 
by. Will you take thi3 course ? I, 
as the leader and dictator of this 
people, feel disgraced when I think 
they are becoming slothful and neg- 
ligent and are returning to their 
former foolish and useless habits; 
j and, refusing to hearken to the least 
counsel, are turning away to the 
counsel of the Evil Oue and doing 
that which leads to death. 

I want to say a few words still 
further to the people with regard 
to their faith in temporal things. If 
the people called Latter-day Saints 
, do not become one in temporal things 
as they are in spiritual things, they 
will not redeem and build up the 
Zion of God upon the earth. This 
co-operative movement is a stepping 
stone/ We say to the people, take 
advantage of it, it is yo ur privilege. 
Instead of giving it into the hands 
of a few individuals to make their 
hundreds and thousands, let the 
people, generally, enjoy the benefit 
arising from the sale of merchandize, 
I have already told you that this 
will stop the operations of many 
little traders, but it will make them 
producers as well as consumers. You 
will find that if the people unitedly 
hearken to the counsel that is given 
them, it will not be long before the 
hats, caps, bonnets, boots and shoes* 
pants, coats, vests and underclothing 
of this entire community will all be 
made in our midst. Whatnext? Shall 
we have to run to Londou, Paris, or 
New York for the fashions ? When 
I see the disposition among the 
Latter-day SainU to follow tha 
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fashions and customs of the world, 
I think, why do you stay here? 
You had better go back again. I 
am tired of this everlasting ding- 
dong about fashions. If I happen 
to have a coat on that is not what is 
called fashionable, some of my wives 
will be sure to say, "Husband, or 
Mr. President, may I give this away 
or, " I wish it was out of sight, it is 
not fashionable/' If I were to tell 
the truth I should say, who cares for 
the fashions of the world ? I do not; 
if I get anything that is comfortable 
and sits well, and suits my system, 
it is all I ask, I do not care who 
wears a bonnet that is six feet above 
the head behind, twelve feet in front, 
or that sits close to the crown of her 
head, or whether it is three straws 
thrown over the head with ribbons 
to them. But to see a people who 
say, "We are the teachers of life 
and salvation," and yet are anxious 
to follow the nasty, pernicious fash* 
ions of the day, I say it is too insipid 
to talk or think about It is beneath 
the character of the Latter-day Saints 
that they should have no more inde- 
pendence of mind or feeling than to 
follow after the grovelling customs 
and fashions of a poor, miserable, 
wicked woild. All who do not want 
to sustain cu-operation and fall into 
the ranks of improvement, and en. 
deavour to improve themselves by 
every good book and then by every 
principle that has been received from 
heaven, had better go back to Eng- 
land, Ireland, France, Scandinavia, 
or the Eastern States; we do not 
care where you go, if you will only go. 

I will take up my text again — I 
am responsible for the doctrine I 
teach, I will say to this people, as 
I have said ever since I commenced 
to lift up my voice to the inhabitants 
of the earth, I will read to them out 
of the Book of Life, If they will 
hear it, well ; if they will not, I am 
clear of their Wood. I read to the 


Latter-day Saints out of the Book of 
Life, and I can give them lessons 
that will lead them back to the pre- 
sence of God in the celestial kingdom. 
But oh, the slothfulness, negligence, 
and the low, groveling feelings in 
the midst of this people are a dis- 
place to them. Will we improve ? 
Yes, let us try and redeem the time 
and commence anew. 

Yesterday we explained a little 
with regard to co-operation ; we can 
explain just as far as the people wish 
to hear and know. Those who rise 
up against this or any other measure 
do it because darkness and the spirit 
of the Evil One reign within them. 
There is not a man and woman in 
this Church and Kingdom, who is in 
possession of the Holy Ghost, but 
what will lift up their hands to 
heaven and say, u Blessed be God, 
there is somebody to lead and im- 
prove the people," when they con- 
template this movement and the re- 
sults it will work out ; and they who 
fight against it and feel to murmur 
are actuated by a spirit from beneath, 

I frequently think of the difference 
between the power of God and the 
power of the devil To illustrate, 
here is a structure in which we can 
be seated comfortably, protected from 
the heat of summer or the cold of 
winter. Now, it required labour, 
mechanical skill and ingenuity and 
faithfulness and diligence to erect 
this building, but any poor, miserable 
fool or defil can set fire to it and 
destroy it That is just what the 
devil can do, but he never can build 
anything. The difference between 
God and the devil is that God cre- 
ates and organizes, while the whole 
study of the devil is to destroy. 
Every one that follows the evil incli- 
nations of his own natural evil heart 
is going to destruction, and sooner or 
later he will be no more. I pray you 
Latter-day Saints to live your re- 
ligion. Amen. 


REMARKS BY ELDER ERASTUS SNOW, 
Delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, February 28, 1869. 


(Reported hj David IF Evans,) 

THE AXE IS LAID TO THE ROOT — EXHORTATION TO FAITHFULNESS. 


1 am requested to occupy a little 
time this afternoon prior to my de- 
parture for my field of labour in the 
South, and if I can have your faith 
and prayers, T will try to speak upon 
a few subjects, A certain very ex- 
pressive passage of Scripture, con- 
tained in the Xew Testament, has 
been passing through my mind since 
I have been sitting here. I will re- 
peat it : — 

4i Now also the axe is laid unto the 
root of the trees; therefore every 
tree which bringetli forth not good 
fruit is hewn down and cast into the 


re. 


This figure of the fruit tree, though 
spoken in reference to the followers 
of the Saviour in his day, is equally 
as applicable to us as to those to 
whom it was addressed. There are 
many other sayings of the Saviour of 
a similar character, applied to the 
people of God in reference to the 
diverse doctrines and teachings of 
men; also warning them against 
false prophets and those who might 
come to them in sheep's clothing, 
but inwardly were ravening wolves* 
He said to his disciples, Mly their 
fruits shall ye know them," for every 
tree that bears good fruit is a good 
tree; but a corrupt tree did not 
bring forth good fruit. 

Now this figure of the axe being 
laid at the root of the tree, and every 
tree that briugeth not forth good 


fruit shall be hewn down and cast 
into the fire, being equally as appli- 
cable to God's people in these days 
as to His people in the days in which 
it was spoken, is very impressive,, 
and should be retained in every 
mind; every heart should reflect 
upon it, and every one should inqniie, 
" Am I a subject for the burning, or 
am I bearing good fruit r" 

To answer these questions satis- 
factorily we must be instructed in 
the things of God, so that we may 
understand our duties and know what 
God requires of us, we most become 
acquainted with the Kingdom of 
Heaven and the fruits thereof 

The people of olden times, to whom 
this saying of the Saviour was ad- 
dressed, were a peculiar people : they 
and their fathers before them for 
many generations had claimed to be 
the people of God- To their fore- 
fathers God had sent His prophets, 
revealed His word, arid he had made 
His covenant with them, and had 
blessed them with many blessings. 
Yet in the clays of the Saviour, as a 
nation, they had apostatized and had 
fallen from" their high position; they 
had become divided into sects and 
parties, proud, covetous, self-righte- 
ous and very conceited ; and the 
Saviour pronounced many woes upon 
them. He illustrated their condition 
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band man rented or let out, and then 
took his journey into another country. 
At the proper season the lord of the 
vineyard sent Ins servant to receive 
his share of the fruit of the vineyard; 
but instead of the men who had 
leased the vineyard paying up frankly 
and faithfully what they had stipu- 
lated to pny, they refused to pay at 
all, and also cast the servant out of 
the vineyard. The lord of the vine- 
yard then sent other servants to seek 
his share of the fruit of the vineyard, 
but they were treated in like manner, 
some of them being beaten, whipped, 
cast out and slain. Last of all the 
lord of the vineyard said, " I will 
send my son ; pei adventure they will 
reverence him and have respect to 
their agreement, and render to Mm 
the fruits of the vineyard. But, 
when the son came, the husbandmen 
said among themselves, " This is the 
heir; come, let ns kill him, and the 
inheritance shall be ours/* And they 
seized the son, cast him out and slew 
him, "Now," said thp Saviour to 
the people to whom He addressed 
this parable, " what will be done 
unto these husbandmen? They an- 
swered, u He will miserably destroy 
those wicked husbandmen, and will 
let out his vineyard unto other hus- 
bandmen, who shall render him the 
fruits in their seasons." Said the 
Saviour in effect, " Tins is a very 
righteous judgment ; even so shall it 
be done unto you. I blessed your 
fathers and established my covenant 
with them; gent my prophets and 
revealed my word unto you, their 
children, and have Called upon you 
all the day long, but you have not 
brought forth the fruits of the king- 
dom ; you have rejected and shun my 
prophets, and lastly, you have re- 
jected the Sun, therefore J say onto 
you, the kingdom shall be rent from 
your Viands, and given to another 



e, who will bring forth the 
fruits thereof/ 1 

Such was the fate of the Jewish 
people, because they rejected the 
prophets who were sent unto them, 
and, last of all, the Saviour. The 
Saviour revealed himself first to that 
people, and first established his church 
in their midst. He sent his disciples 
to preach, not to the Gentiles, but 
to " the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel." They were commanded to 
confine their labours to these; but 
they to whom be first sent his disci-, 
pics did not j as a general thing, 
listen or obey the message they de- 
livered to them. There were a goodly 
number who believed and were bap- 
tized, and from their midst the 
priesthood with the Gospel and its 
ordinances were carried to the Gen- 
tile nations, and the Jews, as a 
nation, were given over to unbelief 
and hardness of heart, their govern- 
ment destroyed, their towns, cities, 
and provinces absorbed by surround- 
ing nations, their devoted capital 
city laid in ruins, and of their beau- 
tiful temple not one stone was left 
on another. So complete was the 
ruin of their chief city that, subse- 
quently, the very ground upon which 
it stood was broken up and ploughed 
like a field. 

The apostles and servants of God 
who were called to be witnesses of 
Jesus went abroad to the surrounding 
nations, and everywhere baptized and 
built up churches, grafting the Gen- 
tile nations into the "tame olive 
free." Israel wts likened by one of 
the anc ; ent prophets to a tame olive 
tree and the Gentile nations to a 
wild olive tree. It is said by the 
A pus tie Paul that the branches of 
the tmne (.dive tree were cut off be- 
cause they were barren and unfruit- 
ful, and that the branches of the 
wild olive tree were grafted into the 
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mother stock and brought forth good 
fruit. So it was in the preaching of 
the Gospel; the Gentiles accepted 
with greater freedom and gladness 
the testimony of the disciples uf 
Christ. It is not my purpose to 
enlarge upon the cause why the 
Jewish race continued to persecute 
and hedge up the way of the disci- 
ples and followers of Christ, Through 
the merev of God our Father, salva- 
tion came unto manv Gentile nations, 
because they believed the testimony 
of Jesus proclaimed to them by his 
disciples; and they were baptized 
into Christ, and became the seed of 
Abraham by adoption, while the 
lineal descendants of Abraham were 
rejected of Go<J because of their un- 
belief. They did not bring forth the 
fruits of the kingdom of God, there- 
fore the kingdom was taken from 
them and given to another people 
according as Je*us had predicted, 

Now, why was all this? Was it 
simply because of the sins of their 
rulers and chief priests, or was it 
because of the general corruption, 
unbelief, and wickedness of the whole 
people ? I answer, it was not only 
the wickedness of their rulers and 
the corruption and hypocrisy of their 
priests, but of the whole people, 
priests and rulers included. In the 
language of one of the prophets, their 
teachers taught for hire; their judges 
judged for reward ; their prophets 
divined for money, and u rny people 
love to have it so, and what shall be 
the end thereof?" The people had 
lifted themselves up in pride; they 
loved gold and silver aud precious 
things, and set up gods whom they 
rn ig h t ad o re. If they did not ae t u a ] ly 
set up graven images and gods of 
wood and stone, they set up teachers 
and priests like unto themselves. 
Their judges and priests took bribes, 
and their public servants could be 
bought with money. They sought 


honour one of another and sought 
not honour which comes from God 
alone. In short they lived for the 
present life only, aud did not know 
how to enjoy it properly, for the 
fruit of evil doings is always evil, 
though it oft-times appears tempting 
and alluring to the inexperienced and 
thoughtless, aud its fruits may be 
sweet in the mouth, but in the belly 
tney are invariably bitter. The fruits 
of righteousness are joy, peace, and 
contentment in this life, and life 
hereafter; while the fruits of un- 
righteousness are misery, grief, sor- 
row, and d eat h. There is nothing 
more certain than the saying in 
Scripture " that the wages of sin is 
death," That is as true t.i-day as it 
was in the day when it was sooken. 
No man or woman can do a wmnsr 
thing, whether ignorant ly or with 
the intent to do wrong, without 
sooner or later reaping the bitter 
fruits of that wrong doing. It is 
true that the mercy and loving kind- 
ness of God our Father conies to the 
aid of all who sin ignorantly, and 
lightens their punishment because 
they smned ignornutly, and as soon 
as they were enlightened they turned 
away and repented before the Lord 
in sorrow. It is written that he 
who kuoweth his master's will and 
dueth it not shall be beaten with 
many stripes; but he who sins igno- 
rantly, though he may do tilings 
worthy of many stripes, shall be 
beaten with few if he forsakes his 
evil course when he undet stands it, 
inasmuch as his spirit is not defiled 
thereby. He who consents to and 
approves of a wrong in his heart, or 
becomes the aider and abettor of 
those who do wrong, though he may 
not be the personal doer of that 
wrong, may be more culpable and 
more deserving of punishment than 
the one who is actually euilty, for 
the latter, ignorant of the conse- 
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qt^ences, may be influenced by the 
former, who knows the results and 
effects of the wrong done. In such 
a case the prompter of the evil would 
be punished far more severely than 
he who actually committed it It is 
a consolation io the righteous to know 
that God judges not by the sight of 
the eye, but by the secret thoughts 
and intents of the heart. The final 
judgment of the human race is de- 
ferred to their next estate, that God 
may judge the spirit according to the 
deeds done in the body, His judg- 
ment not being passed upon the body, 1 
but upon the spirit, the body having 
paid the penalty of its own faults ' 
and errors by death. The spirit is 
held responsible for the nets done in 
the body. No spirit can plead, before j 
the bar of Jehovah, the weakness of 
the flesh as a justification of sin; the 
latter may he urged in palliation, but 
not in justification. Our Father is 
full of mercy, but he cannot look 
upon sin in any individual with the 
least degree of allowance; but every 
spirit must be held responsible, and 
will have to answer at the bar of 
God, and will then? receive a just and 
righteous judgment for the deeds 
done in the body. 1 

But it will be found, in the lan- 
guage of Paul, that some men's sins ! 
have gone to judgment before-hand ; 
others will follow after. In other ' 
words, some men will have their 
accounts balanced and settled in time, 
before the time for the final reckon- 
ing arrives, and when that time 
comes they will have enough on the 
credit side of their account to ba- 
lance the debtor side, and they will 
stand square, free, and accepted ; 
while those whose sins follow them 
to judgment will have a long list of 
accounts unadjusted and a heavy 
balance against them, with nothing 
to set off against it. 

What class of beings are they who 
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are so highly favoured as to have 
their sins go to judgment before 
them ? Why, they are they who 
have repented of their sins, and have 
ever kept the law of God, and not 
been anxious to run in debt again. 
There are many people who, in both 
spiritual and temporal things, as 
long as they can have an open book 
account, are ready to run up bills. 
But prudent, wise, and careful men 
and women like to have short reckon- 
ings and to know pretty often how 
they stand and to keep their accounts 
square. They never lay themselves 
down to rest, or rise in the morning, 
without communing with their God 
and learning the position they oc- 
cupy in His sight In our com- 
munings with our Father it is our 
privilege to learn this lesson, and it 
is one that every Saint should learn. 
If we live continually so as to enjoy 
Uie guidance of th* Holy Spirit of 
God, it will hold the mirror before 
our eyes, and enable us to understand 
our positions before God as plainly 
as we behold our natural faces in the 
glass; and if we have been heedless 
or negligent in the performance of 
our duties, it will be presented to 
our minds, and we will learn our 
faults, and if we sincerely repent, the 
whisperings of the Holy Spirit will 
prompt us as to the course we should 
take to mako things right. If you 
have slandered, given place to envy 
or jealousy, or have indulged in 
backbiting, evil speaking, fault- find- 
ing, criticising, or have used an evil 
influence concerning your brother or 
sister, the Spirit will say to you, " Go 
and make that right, ask your friends 
who have suffered by your folly to be 
merciful to you and to let your fault 
be buried," You will thus pour in the 
oil, and, as far as in you lies, heal the 
wound you have inflicted. And when 
you have thus obtained your brother's 
forgiveness you can look up to your 
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Father in Heaven and with confidence 
ask for His forgiveness. 

No individual can wrong another 
without that wrong being thrown 
back upon himself* This is just as 
sure as that jour face is reflected in a 
camera when the light shines upon 
it, You go into a photographic gal- 
lery to have your likeness taken; you 
sit down opposite the camera, and the 
effect of the light upon the instru- 
ment is to make it reflect an exact 
likeness of yourself. It is precisely 
similar with every evil action — they 
exemplify the truth of the well-known 
maxim that ** curses come home to 
roost" This is universally true. No 
person can, with impunity, put his 
fingers in the fire ; neither can any 
person violate the laws of life and 
health without suffering pain and 
sickness in consequence. Though 
the Lord is long-suffering and full of 
loving kindness, the penalties attend- 
ing the violations of His laws are 
sure to overtake the offender sooner 
or later, and foolish is the man or 
woman who fosters the delusive hope 
that it will be otherwise. 

The foundation and the seeds of 
dissolution and death are sown in 
our tabernacles. The passions of 
human nature work, ultimately, the 
overthrow and dissolution of our 
bodies ; and this is no more true than 
that the spirit, in like manner, works 
out its own dissolution, that is, who- 
soever suffers the second death, which 
is a spiritual death, suffers that death 
as the legitimate fruit of his evil 
doings as certainly and as naturally 
as the body suffers death through the 
violation of the laws of its own or* 
^anization. Whether we violate the 
laws of our organizations ignorantly 
or otherwise, the results are the same. 
The child who runs innocently into 
the fire, ignorant of its power to 
injure him, is burned just as quick as 
the grown person who does. You 


overload the stomach of a child who 
knows not the capacity of his system, 
and he suffers the consequence just 
the same as if he had understood all 
about it. 

The purpose of the Gospel of Christ 
is to enlighten the mind upon all 
these sabjects, and inasmuch as we 
are willing to receive instruction we r 
through it, may learn how to prolong 
our physical existence here, and how 
to secure everlasting life in the world 
to come, or in other words, to enter 
upon our third estate, which will be 
glorious and immortal; and in which 
they who are privileged to enter upon 
it wilt be prepared to exercise the 
highest functions of their existence 
and to enlarge, increase, and extend 
for ever, until, like Abraham of old, 
to their increase there shall be no 
end, and when the stars of the firma- 
ment or the sands of the sea-shore 
shall be less numerous than their 
creations. Incomprehensible as this 
may be to our finite minds, it is a 
faint view of the glories of the third 
estate. If we would secure a right 
to such inestimable blessings, it must 
he by obedience to the laws of life 
which God has revealed to us. If we 
sin wilfully, after having been en- 
lightened as to the consequences of 
onr sin, there remains, says the 
Apostle Paul, no more sacrifice for 
sin, but "a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries/* 
But if we err in ignorance, and, 
after having been instructed, we re- 
pent of our sins, there is a door of 
mercy opened for us, and we shall be 
beaten with few stripes. Such per- 
sons, when they have wronged a 
brother or sister in ignorance, will, 
upon being convinced of it, go straight- 
way and rectify that wrong. If they 
have oppressed the hireling in his 
wages, when they b^ome convinced 
of the fact, they have gone straight- 
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way and made it right, paying him 
fourfold if necessary. After pursuing 
such a course the Father forgives 
them. He says if we do not forgive 
one another, neither will He forgive 
us* This principle is laid down in 
the Scriptures in that beautiful an J 
simple prayer which Jesus taught 
to his disciples — a specimen of honest, 
childlike brevity and simplicity. In 
another place the Saviour says, 
u Moreover, if thy brother shall tres- 
pass against thee, tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone: if he 
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother/' If thy brother i.s not con- 
vinced of his wrong doing, do not 
be discouraged at the failure to con* 
vince him ; but try again. Get some 
brother, who is filled with faith, love, 
and charity, to go with you to use 
his influence with him, and if you 
do not succeed in melting the icicle 
from your brother's heart, your friend 
Will, at least, he your witness before 
the Lord that \*ou have fulfilled your 
part; and your unforgiving brother 
will be held accountable. Oar account 
is then settled, inasmuch as we obey 
the ordinances of the House of God i 
— the conditions upon which the 
children of men may find favour 
with God. If we have wronged our 
brother, stolen his property, swindled 
him out of it unrighteously, or ob- 
tained it without having the means 
to pay him for it, we should repent 
and make restitution, even if we have 
to become his servant until he is j 
satisfied, then our Father, who is 
the judge between us, will u say it is 
enough, " The same principle will 
hold good with regard to any other 
evil. If we, through covetousness 
for filthy lucre, have oppressed the 
hireling, or have neglected to relieve 
the wants of the sick and destitute, 
the Lord's poor will rise up in judg- 
ment against us. They will say, 
** I was naked, aftd ye clothed me not; 


I was sick and in prison, and ye 
visited me not" And Jesus himself 
will be the accuser of such. He has 
said that he will place such persons 
at his left hand among the goats, and 
will say unto them, " Depart from 
me, I know you not" Many of them 
may expostulate and inquire, ik Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungered, or 
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or 
sick, or in prison, and did not minis 
ter unto thee r" But Jesus will 
answer, 4i Inasmuch ns ye did it nut- 
to one of the least of these, ye did it 
not unto nit\" ?t 

There were some anciently who 
seemed to obtain light enough to 
appreciate these sentiments, and who, 
in accordance with the counsels of 
the Saviour, forsook their evil ways 
and sought to make friends of the 
mammon of unrighteousness, and by 
doing good with their ill-gotten gains, 
they, in some measure repaired the 
wrongs they had done. These good 
deeds will stand on the credit side of 
their accounts. 

There is in the human breast a 
constant tendency to the allurements 
of tli is life, The wants of the pre- 
sent az^e ever forcing themselves 
upon our attention ; while that which 
is in the future we are apt to put off 
till another day. The cravings of 
the stomach must be looked after to- 
day; these shivering limbs we must 
clothe to-day before another storm. 
Says one, **1 must erect this house 
over the heals of my wives and 
children before next winter." And 
thus the wants of the present con- 
stantly impel us to action, while 
things pertaining to eternity are neg- 
lected, forgotten, or laid over till a 
more convenient opportunity. This 
procrastination — "the thief of time" 
— we should guard against; and when- 
ever we detect ourselves with an in- 
clinatiun to neglect our duties to God 
or each other, and think only of self, 


we should instantly check the up- 
rising of this passion, and should 
never fail, when we hare it in our 
power and the opportunity presents 
itself, to administer to the wants of 
the poor and needy ; or, what is 
still better, devise ways and means 
which will enaole them to administer 
to their own necessities. The latter 
is always pre!erable. Those who are 
the Lord's poor always prefer to pro- 
vide for their own necessities than to 
be dependent upon others. They 
who are able to provide for them- 
selves, but would rather have others 
bear the burdens of life for them, 
are not the Lord's poor, they arc 
the devil's poor. Tliey covet their 
neighbour's property — his food, house, 
horse and carriage, and perad venture 
his wife. They desire that which he 
possesses, without going to and earn- 
ing them as he lias done* It is not 
lie who is most successful in gather- 
ing around him the goods of this life, 
who is always the most covetous. 

I refer to these things, which have 
been so often spoken, by way of re- 
minding us of that which is written, 
and to which the spirit of the Lord 
continually urges attention. Let us 
then, my brethren and sisters, beware 
of pride, lest we become like the 
Nephites of old. It seems from read- 
ing their history that a very few 
years sufficed for them to rise from 
a state of humility, enjoying the 
favour of God, to one of haughtiness 
and pride. There is a continual ten- 
dency to this state of feeling in the 
human mind. In the days of our 
humility we feel after God ; but when 
prosperity comes, too many of us are 
apt to forget Him, and to feel that 
all our wants are supplied, A sister 
eays, 11 1 have a good husband, who 
pray 3 for me and my children, aud 


provides for our wants; he is a guide 
sufficient for me." She forgets to 
pray for herself, or for husband and 
children. Is she saved because of 
her believing and faithful husband ? 
It is true that his prayers, good 
works, and the good spirit continually 
with him, are blessings thrown around 
her to aid her in her onward path to 
glory and exaltation; but unless she 
herself improves these favourable 
circumstances she, in the end, will 
sink while he rises, On the other 
hand, a sister who is faithful to her 
God, her covenants, her husband, 
children, and friends, who ceases not 
to call upon the name of the Lord 
though her husband may neglect to 
pray with his family, and to magnify 
his calling as a man of God, the day 
will come when he will sink, while 
she will rise aud be given to a faith - 
ful man. So with children who, be- 
holding the evil deeds of father and 
mother, follow the good counsels of 
friends who feel after them, and call 
upon God continually and do His 
will, while father and mother perish 
out of their sight for ever and ever; 
God will exalt them and may give 
tbem to good men and women who, 
perhaps, were never blessed with 
children, 4 

Those who plant good seed will 
surelv eat the fruit thereof: while 
thuse who neglect to cultivate good 
seed will surely go down to perdition; 
for, in the language of the Scripture 
I first repeated, 44 Every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down and east into the fire." 

ilay God Almighty bless us, and 
help us to remember these things, 
aud to live them as Saints ot God 
should, is my prayer, in the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 
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(Reported ly David W, Evans.) 

RELIGIOUS CONTLICTIGN IX THE WORLD— THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST* 


We meet together from time to 
time to hear of things pertaining to 
the Kingdom of God on the earth. 
We have our own peculiar views in 
relation to many things that occupy 
the minds of men, and we have been 
in the habit of investigating the 
principles of the Gospel, and our 
minds are more or less occupied with 
affairs connected with the welfare of 
humanity, whether associated with 
the present life or that which is to 
come* 

There is a common tendency in the 
minds of men generally to take very 
little trouble in relation to religious 
matters; and men of all nations seem 
more disposed to let others think and 
act for them in such matters than to 
do so for themselves; hence, those 
who are disposed to pity upon the 
credulous, have every opportunity 
to accomplish their ends. Another 
point upon which men do not re- 
flect much, is the fact that between 
this and the spirit world there is a 
veil drawn, which can only be pene- 
trated through the medium which the 
Scriptures unfold. There we are 
told that " no man can understand 
the things of God but by the Spirit 
of God ;" hence, though men may 
reason upon natural principles, and 
speak logically on most of the com- 
mon afhurs of life, when they attempt 
to investigate the principles of re- 
ligion, and the nature of our relation- 


ship to God, they seem to be at a 
loss; and not being willing on the 
one hand to acknowledge their own 
weakness, ignorance, and imperfec- 
tion, nor on the other hand, to ac- 
knowledge the hand of the Almighty, 
they know not what course to pursue. 
On account of these various feelings 
in the world a great many errors of 
every kind have crept in and have 
led the human mind astray. The 
Christian portion of the world are 
apt to look with contempt upon what 
is called the heathen, and wonder 
how men possessing any degree of 
intelligence can be led to worship 
stocks and stones and gods of their 
own making. Yet millions, under 
the influence of priestcraft do this, 
and they think they are rig] it and 
that they are on the high road to 
Heaven. The Christian world, too, 
feel that it is all right with them in 
reference to a future life; in fact, 
they feel, in respect to religious 
matters, about as the Athenians did 
about the goddess Diana — that she 
bad descended from Heaven and that 
all the world knew it The various 
sects of the Christian world — Metho- 
dists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Epis- 
copalians, Church of Rome, and 
others, no matter what their peculiar 
creeds or forms of worship may be 
1 — entertain the idea that they are all 
on the highway to Heaven* They 
I build magniBcent churches and pay 
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thousands of ministers ; they are also 
"rery zealous in missionary labours, 
-and contribute largely for the support 
of charitable institutions. But it is 
very few of them who reflect upon 
first principled; they do not like to 
trouble themselves on such matters. 

I have travelled a great deal, and 
have come in contact with professors 
of every creed ; but they almost in- 
variably like to assume, without con- 
tradiction, that they are right and 
^that their fathers before them were* 
They do not like the idea to be en- 
tertained for a moment that the prin- 
ciples, doctrine, and ordinances they 
believe in and obey may be wrong, 
or that there is any possibility of the 
<wbole so-called Christian church hav- 
ing departed from the faith and or- 
dinances as laid down in the Gospel 
by Jesus Christ. 

The Methodists, for instance, could 
not for a moment suppose that John 
Wesley was not competent to judge 
all matters pertaining to salvation, 
Wesleyan ministers will hardly per- 
mit his doctrines io be questioned; 
they must be swallowed without in- 
vestigation. In fact. I have heard 
some of them say tint he was a man 
of such erudition, talent, and piety 
that they would not have his doc- 
trines questioned in their hearing. 
The Protestant Germans and a gr< at 
many others are just the same with 
regard to Luther; yet in some of his 
ideas and principles the great Re- 
former was as foolish as any other 
man. The Scotch are a good deal so 
with John Knox ; they think that he 
was everything good, praiseworthy, 
and amiable, and, in fact, that he was 
the pink of perfection. The Roman 
Catholics will not for a moment ad- 
mit that they are not the true church ; 
and they will maintain that they 
have held the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heavea from the days of Peter 
until now, and that they still have 


the pure doctrines of the Gospel, and 
have power to bind on earth and 
in Heaven, and to loose on earth and 
in Heaven, You may ask a great 
many who have seceded from the 
Church of Rome, and you would find 
that they have similar ideas about 
their own infallibility, only they are 
a little better than those from whom 
they seceded; they have made some 
improvements and are a little nearer 
the celestial kingdom. 

Feelings of this kind obtain not 
only among religionists, but also 
among philosophers, for some Chris- 
tian philosophers have brought in 
philosophy to their aid in order to 
prove the truth of the Christian re- 
ligion, Paley and Dick, very pro- 
minent Christian philosophers, havo 
examined the works Of nature, and 
have endeavoured to prove that the 
God of nature who controlled all 
these things must be a Being full of 
love, intelligence, and power. In 
their investigations they have exa- 
mined the anatomical and visceral 
systems of man, beasts, birds, and 
insects, and have deduced therefrom 
many arguments which are interest- 
ing and incontrovertible. But when 
they apply their reasoning to the 
Christian religion they swallow it at 
one gulp without investigation. Their 
arguments go to prove the existence 
of a Supreme Being, a God ; but 
they do not prove the truth or falsity 
of the Christian or any other system 
of religion — they have nothing at 
all to do with them. 

People generally are apt to accept 
the various religious systems of the 
day without reasoning or investiga- 
tion. When I was a little boy I used 
to ponder over such things; and I 
do so still. Finding myself an inha- 
bitant of the world, surrounded by 
ten thousand conflicting opinions on 
religious subjects, I want to know 
"what is truth?" Who has it in 
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his possession ? Where shall we find 
it? If I were anions? the heathen, 
and had been taught to worship an 
alligator, I should Dot think it right 
to worship a cat; and if it was right 
to worship a cat, it would not bo to 
worship a bull; and if a bull, it would 
not be to worship a snake ; and if a 
snake, it would not be to worship a 
monkey ; and if a monkey, it would 
not be to worship sun, moon, or 
stars. Were I among the Christians 
I would think if the Baptists are 
right the Presbyterians are not ; if , 
the Presbyterians are right then 
the Baptists are not ; if the 
Church of England is right then , 
the others are wrong ; if the Roman 
Catholics are right then others are 
wrong ; and if any of the others are 
right theRrfman Catholics are wrong, 
I cannot conceive of two ways to go 
to Heaven and both right. I cannot 
think of a God of intelligence, who 
has created the whole human family, 
and who has organized every lining 
thing, and adapted them to the varied 
positions which they occupy, being 
the author of the confusion that ex- 
ists in the world in relation to U19 | 
forms of worship. But 'if God is 
not the author of it, who is? Where 
did it come from ? I know that men 
generally are not inclined to investi- 
gate these subjects. 

When I was a boy I used to be 
connected with the Church of Eng- 
land, Theirs is a pleasant kind of 
religion, I liked it very well when 
I was connected with it. They pay 
the parson for preaching and pay the 
clerk for saying " Amen." No diffi- 
culty about the matter, everything 
moved along pleasantly. Nobody 
thought of questioning the parson. 
They considered the whole system 
correct, and that they were all on 
the way to Heaven, The Roman 
Catholics feel a good deal the same ' 
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way, only their religion is not quite 
so easy. They have to do penance 
sometimes; if they do wrong they 
may get absolution, but they have to 
pay for it. , 

In talking with Church of England 
ministers I have sometimes asked 
them where they got their authority 
from. That is a kind of question 
they hardly deem admissible, but 
they would say, " Well, if we must 
confess, we got it from the Roman 
Catholics." Where did they get it 
from ? " From Peter.' ' But, un- 
fortunately, you Episcopalians say 
that the Roman Catholics are in 
error. "Yes, they are in error.'* 
Well, if that be the case, how could 
they confer power upon you? Do 
not the Scriptures say if a tree is bad 
its fruit will be bad? "Oh," say 
they, tc they might retain their power 
even if they had lost their virtue," 
Oh, indeed; you admit that much. 
Well, if they had power to bind on 
earth and to bind in Ilea von, they 
had power to loose on earth and to 
loose in Heaven; and if they had 
power to give the priesthood they 
had power to take it away, and if 
they cut } T ou off you have no autho- 
rity. They do not like to reason 
upon these things ; but I do. I like 
to know the "whys" and " where- 
fores" in all such things, and to un- 
derstand their foundation, especially 
in matters pertaining to man's eternal 
welfare. I have generally taken the 
liberty of applying the word of God 
to principles of religion whether 
taught by the Methodists, Church of 
England, Roman Catholics, or any 
others; and when "Mormonism" was 
presented to me my first inquiry was, 
" Is it Scriptural ? Is it reasonable and 
philosophical ?" This is the principle 
I would act upon to-day. No matter 
how popular the theories or dogmas 
preached might be, I would not accept. 
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them unless they were strictly in 
accordance with the Sciiptures, rea- 
son, and common sense. 

I need to be told when investi- 
gating religions principles that it was 
dangerous to do so, and I had better 
let them alone; but I did not think so, 
I believe it is good to investigate and 
prove all principles that come before 
me. Prove all things, hold fast that 
which is good, and reject that which 
is evil, no matter what guise it may 
come in. I think if we, as "Mor- 
mons," I] old principles that cannot 
be sustained by the Scriptures and 
by good sound reason and philosophy, 
the quicker we part with them the 
better, no matter who believes in 
them or who does not. In every 
principle presented to us, our first 
inquiry should be, "Is it true? 1 * 
" Does it emanate from God F" If 
He is its Author it can be sustained 
just as much as any other truth in 
natural philosophy; if false it should 
be opposed and exposed just as much 
as any other error. Hence upon all 
such matters we wish to go back to 
first principles. 

If I am a man, where did I come 
from, and what is the nature of my 
existence and being here? I want in- 
formation on these points, if anybody 
can give it. If I had an existence 
before I came here I want to know 
something about it. If there is a 
God and anybody on the earth ever 
knew anything about Him, I want 
to know something about Him. If 
there are wise, intelligent, and learned 
men anywhere who can tell me any- 
thing about Him, about ray own exist- 
ence and future destiny, I want to 
know it. These desires are reason- 
able ; why should they not be grati- 
fied ? You go to the heathen and 
inquire about God, and they have 
thousands of them in every form. 
Go to the Christians and they have 
one God, but he has neithar body, 
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parts, nor passions; his presence is 
everywhere, but he exists nowhere. 
They have never heard nor seen him, 
and they do not know anybody who 
ever did, not even their ministers, 
whom, they claim, are sent of God* 
They are equally as ignorant in re- 
lation to their own existence and the 
ends of their creation. Thev say 
they are going to Heaven, but ail they 
can tell yon about it is that it is 
beyond the bounds of time and space. 

This kind of doctrine does not 
suit me, I can read in the Scrip- 
tures that men used to converse with 
God, and that angels conversed with 
them ; that others had visions and 
could read the purposes of God as 

; they were unfolded be;;ore them. 
But come to the present day when, 
according to their own account, the 
most intelligent people that ever were 
upon the earth are now in existence, 
and they know nothing about God or 
His purposes. I care nothing about 
such knowledge and wisdom. In- 
the language of the old prophet I 
say, " My soul, enter not thou into 
their secret" I want something that 
is intellectual and true, and that will 
bear investigation. 

When I turn to the Gospel as 
taught hy Jesus, I find that he sent 

I his disciples into all the world and 
commanded them to preach the Gos- 
pol to every creature, saying, M He 
that belie veth and is baptized shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not 
shall be damned,* 1 This Gospel was 
no pliant thing, as in this day, that 
men could receive or refuse a:s they 
pleased, or that they could tinker to 
suit their own notions; but when 
preached, it involved the salvation or 
damnation of those who heard it. 

When the apostles commenced to 
preach the Gospel, Jesus said it was 
necessary for him to go away, for if 
ho went away he would send them 
the Comforter — the Holy Spirit* 
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which should call all things to their 
remembrance and show them things 
to come* This was something very 
important ; a religion that would do 
this was a religion fit for immortal 
men. Why should men, made in the 
image and after the likeness of God, 
be ignorant of themselves, of their 
pre-existence, and their future des- 
tiny ? The religion that Jesus came 
to teach instructs men in relation tu 
these subjects and puts them in pos- 
session of correct information. Well, 
then, I do not want to go to any of 
the old doctrines of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, or to the Episcopalians, 
Cakiiiists, or Lutherans. I want 
the doctrines that were promulgated 
by the disciples of Jesus on the day 
of Pentecost, through obedience to 
which men may gain the power and 
inspiration that were enjoyed by 
them, in accordance with the pro- 
mises which Jesus had made. On 
that day we read that the disciples 
began to speak with other tongues 
as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
People from different nations heard 
them preach the Gospel in their own 
tongues, and they marvelled and 
thought they were drunken with new 
wine. Peter told them that it was 
not so, " but," said he, " this is that 
which was spoken by the prophet: 
It shall come to pass in the last days 
that I will pour out my spirit upon 
all flesh, and your old men shall 
dream dreams, and your young men 
shall see visions, and upon my ser- 
vants and handmaidens I will pour 
out my spirit and they shall pro* 
phesy." It was the pouring out of 
the Spirit of God in fulfilment of 
this prophecy* It was the revelation 
of God to man; it was the intro- 
duction of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; 
it was the power of the Lord God 
manifested through obedience to the 
Gob pe t 

When the people saw these won- 
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derful manifestations, they said, "lien 
and brethren, what shall we do ? I 
have often reflected upon this saying. 
If men were to ask this question now 
among the Methodists they would 
tell them to come to the mourner's 
bench and be prayed for, Some of 
the other sects would tell them 
pretty much the same thing. I have 
seen operations of this kind take 
place. When their preachers get 
people excited, they get them to the 
mourner's bench and l]iey commence 
praying, and tell the people to believe 
ou the Lord Jesus Christ The 
mourner may say, "I do believe;'* 
but his only answer will be, " Well, 
you must believe." " I do believe," 
says the mourner again, u Well, you 
must believe," is the reply again, and 
that is about all the minister or the 
people know about it. Some will 
say the believer must be baptized; 
but. upon the mode of baptism they 
are very much divided in opinion* 
Some say they must be sprinkled ; 
others say the water must be poured 
upon the believer; while others say 
that immersion is the correct method. 
The Methodists are very pliable on 
this point — they give a man a chance 
to have which method he pleases; 
their ministers do not know which is 
right, so they give the sinner the 
privilege to take which he likes, 

I have reflected upon these matters 
a good deal. It was very different in 
former days. When they asked on 
the day of Pentecost what they were 
to do to be saved, said Peter, " Re- 
pent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ, for 
the remission of your sins, and you 
shall receive the Holy Ghost." This 
was the command to all — to the 
doctors, lawyers, Pharisees, and pious 
people, as well as to the harlot, pub- 
licans, and thieve*. This was the 
doctrine of the Apostolic Church* 
The question with me is, "If this 


was the true Gospel 1800 years ago, 
is it not the same to-day ?" This is 
a question I have often put to priests 
when I was very young, and they 
would tell me not to trouble myself 
about such things, they were for the 
consideration of wiser people, But 
when I investigated further I found 
that these " wiser people " knew 
nothing: about it, 

- 

The Methodists, Presbyterians, and L 
others tell us they have the Gospel * 
and the Holy Ghost. I am glad if 
they have, but if they have, they 
will be able to show the fruits of the 
Gospel for it will produce the a une 
results now as then* Eighteen lum- 
dred years a?o, if a man sowed wheat 
it produced the same as to* day ; and 
if he sowed barley or corn, lie reaped 
the same, for what a man sows that 
shall he reap* The animal called a 
horse in those days is not a jackass 
or a mule now, but is a horse still. 
Two aud two made four then the 
same as to-day* The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ produced certain results then, 
and it will oroduce the sam'? to-dav, , 
or it is not tj^p Gospel This is the 
way I teason, 46 Well/' the inquirer . 
may say, 44 if the Gospel doc^ not [ 
exist anywhere but among you Latter- 
day Saints, where did you g t it I 
from ?" We believe God lias spoken, 
Joseph Smith said an angel came 
and administered to him aud revealed 
the Gospel to him as it existed in 
former days, and Joseph declares J 
further, that he was ordained by 
holy angels, and was commanded to 
go forth and preach the everlasting 
Gospel. I find in reading the Bible 
that there is a prophecy in relation 
to this matter. John says in his 
revelation, "I saw another angel 
flying in the midst of Heaven, having 
the everlasting Gospel to preach to 
those who dwell on the earth, to 
every nation, kindred, tongue, end 
people, crying with a loud voice, 
No 2. 


Fear God and give glory to Him, 
for the hour of His judgment is 
come, and worship Him that made 
the heavens, earth, the seas, and the 
fonn tains of water. 1 ' 

What is meant by the everlasting 
Gospel? I know that some people 
think there was no Gospel until Jesus 
came; but it is a great mistake, 
Adam, Noah, Abraham, and Moses 
had the Gospel; and when Jesus ^ 
came he came to oflfcjr himself a sacri- 
fice for the sins of the world, and t> 
bring back the Gospel which the 
people had lost, " Well," says one, 
* do you mean to affirm that the men 
you have just named had the Gospel?" 
I do, and hence it is called the ever- 
lasting Gospel. "How do you know?" 
Why, the Scriptures say the Gospil 
held the keys of the mysteries of the 
revelation of God- Now, Adam was 
in possession of these things ; he wa> 
in possession of the spirit of prophecy 
ntpd revelation. He talked with G) 1 
ahtLdt- was through the medium < f 


tfie Gosp-jl he was enabled to do it. 
Enoch also conversed with and hid 
revelations from God, and finally in: 
not, for God took him. N.nli 
conversed with G "hI, and God told 
hi in to build an ark, and gave him 
ifevehitions about the sizs of it and 
die kind of animals he was to in* 
trod uce into it. And wherever the 
Gospel existed there was a knowledge 
of God. Moses had the Gospel aud 
so had Abraham, and they communi- 
cated with Him from time to tiniw 
An i by what medium was this dona? 
It was through the medium of the 
Gospel. 44 Do you mean to affirm/* 
says the objector, " that Moses had 
the Gospel r" Yes; let us take the 
Jiible for it; we all believe in that. 
In that book we read that " unto us 
was the Gospel preached as well as 
unto them/* We are also told that 
the Gospel was preached to them, 
but that it did not profit them, not 

Vol XIII. 
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being mixed with faith in those who 
heard it, therefore the law was added 
because of transgression. Added to 
what? Why, to the Gospel, which 
the Scriptures say Moses preached 
to the children of Israel In the 
New Testament we read, Gal 3rd 
chapter and Sth verse, "For the 
Scripture, foreseeing that God would : 
justify the heathen through faith, [ 
preached before the Gospel unto 
Abraham, saying, in thee shall all 
nations be blessed." It was through 
the medium of the Gospel that Abra- 
ham obtained these promises. Now, 
some people think the law of Moses, 
as it is called, was given to the 
children of Israel as a peculiar kind 
of a blessing; but it was a peculiar 
kind of a curse, added because of 
transgression. It was as Peter said 
— neither they nor their fathers were 1 
able to bear it. 

We read also that Jesus came and 
was a priest for ever after » he order 
of Melchizedec. Who was Melchize- 
dec ? He was the man who blessed 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, 
yet Melchizedcc was greater than 
Abraham, for verily the lesser is 
blessed of the greater. For where- 
ever and whenever the Gospel has 
existed there has been the opening 
of the heavens, revelations and visions 
given to men; and wherever the 
Gospel has not existed there has been 
no vision, no revelation, no communi- 
cation between the heavens and the 
earth. Hence that which is called 
the Gospel in the Christian world is 
not the Gospel, but a perversion of it. 

When Jesus came he came to do 
away with the law and to introduce 
the Gospel that their fathers had lost j 
because of transgression. After its 
restoration by Jesus the same results 
followed : the heavens were opened, 
the purposes of God unfolded, and 
His power made manifest among the , 
people* 


discoubsks. 

II Joseph Smith's mission was to re- 
store this same Gospel in its fulness. 
He brought back the same Gospel 
that Jesus taught, the same faith and 
repentance, the same baptism for the 
remission of sins, and the same laying 
cm of hands for the gift of the H'oly 
Ghost, and the same Holy Ghost 
with all its powers and blessings. 
This is the doctrine and these the 
principles we profess to believe in. 
We do not profess to have received 
our authority from the Church of 
; England or any other sect : it came 
directly from God by the ministration 
of holy angels- The Gospel that we 
preach is the everlasting Gospel ; it 
reaches back into the eternities that 
are past; it exists in time and it 
stretches forward into the eternities 
to come, and everything connected 
with it is etnrnal. Our marriage re- 
, lations, for instance, are eternal Go 
to the sects of the day and you will 
find that time ends their marriage 
covenants; they have no idea of con- 
tinuing their relations hereafter; they 
do not believe in anything of the 
kind. It is true there is a kind of 
natural principle in men that kads 
them to hope it may he so; but 
they know nothing about it. Our 
religion binds men and women for 
time and all eternity. This is the 
religion that Jesus taught — it had 
power to bind on earth and to bind 
in Heaven, and it had power to loose 
on earth and to loose in Heaven. We 
believe in the same principles, and 
i we expect, in the resurrection, that 
we shall associate with our wives 
and have our children sealed to us by 
the power of the holy priesthood, 
I that they may be united with us 
worlds without end. The Gospel we 
preach is like the Melchizedec priest- 
hood — without beginning of days or 
end of years. 

There is something pleasant in 
this. I do not want uncertainty 


about my eternal welfare; I do not 
want to dream away my existence 
and be governed by somebody's ipse 
th\di in regard to the future; I do 
not want to pay a man a few dollars 
to take care of my soul ; I beg tho 
privilege of doing that myself with 
the assistance of my brethren in the 
priesthood* 

Why, these Christians, so called, 
cannot trust their God in anything. 
To show the difference in the work- 
ings of their systems and ours I will 
refer briefly to my early experience 
amongst them. When young I used 
to attend their missionary meetings. 
Their preachers would get up and tell 
about the dreadful state of the heathen, 
and in order that they might be 
converted, the members of the various 
religious bodies used to subscribe 
thousands and thousands of pounds 
to send them abroad and support 
them while there. I have known 
them make mathematical calculations 
about how many souls a missionary 
might convert, and what it would 
cost to support him during the time 
he was doing it ; and then they would 
say if they could have the amounts 
collected for missionary purposes du- 
plicated, triplicated, or increased a 
thousand times, there might be so 
many more heathen converted. Those 
men would not go out as the apostles 
did — without purse or scrip. Jesus 
commanded them to go so in order to 
try the world. And when Joseph 
Smith sent out his apostles and dis- 
ciples he said, Go without purse or 
scrip. I have travelled thousands 
and hundreds of thousands of miles 
that way ; and many of my brethren 
have done the same thing. Have we 
lacked anything necessary ? No, 
never. The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
always took good care of me, and to- 


day I would rather trust in God under 
such circumstances than in any of 
the princes of the earth. This is the 
way our religion has spread, and it 
has progressed because God has been 

| with and blessed the labours of His 
servants; and peace, harmony, and 
union prevail in our midst. Many 
have got angry with us, but that is 
nothing new ; the wicked have always 
shown anger when the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ has been upon the earth* 

; Many have tried to stay the pro- 
gress of the work of God, but it has 
continued to roll on in spite of all 
the opposition with which it has had 
to contend. The prophet saw a littlo 
stone cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and it continued to roll and 
smote the feet of the image made of 
clay, brass, silver, gold, and iron, and 
it became as the chaff of the summer 
threshing floor ; but the little stone 
grew and increased until it became a 
great mountain and filled the whole 
earth. 

It will be so with this stone which 
God has hewn out in these last days ; 
and though men may combine to stay 
its progress and may set themselves 
in array against the Lord and His 
anointed, yet He will come out of 
His hiding place and will vex such 
I people and nations, and He will over- 
turn and overturn until Truth shall 
prevail the wide world over, and until 
His kingdom shall reach from the 
rivers to the ends of the earth ; until 
all men shall bow to the sceptre of 
Immanuel ; until the wicked shall be 
rooted from the earth, and His king- 
dom shall be established and given 
to His Saints to possess for ever and 
ever. 

May God help us to be faithful in. 
the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT GEORGE A. SMITH, 
Delivered is the Xeav Taeerxacle, Salt Lake City, April G, 1861). 

(Reported by David W. Evans.) 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR EMULATING THE s.UM s — -WORD Or WISDOM. 


I am glad, my brethren and sister s, 
of meeting with you again in General 
Conference. Oar Conferences farm 
a peculiar feature in our history, and 
the people in all parts of the Terri- 
tory look forward to these occasions 
with far more than ordinary interest, 
and make calculations to participate 
therein. ' ' " - 1 > 

The past six months have been a 
period of remarkable interest. There 
Las been a marked advancement in 
the progress of the work of the Lord 
and a great increase and improvement 
in the knowledge, sentiments, and 
feelings of the Saints since our last 
Conference, perhaps more so than in 
the .same space of time at any period 
in the history of the Church since its 
organization. The Saints are becom- 
ing more united in their business re- 
lations, and in all their associations 
for the purpose of accomplishing the 
work that is before them, and if the 
old adage, "Union is strength/' be 
true, we arc certainly growing stronger. 

The teachings during this Con- 
ference will, as a matter of course, 
have a tendency to increase this union, 
to enlarge the understandings and 
judgments of the Saints, and to banish 
certain antiquated ideas which, more 
or less, have been woven into our 
being, and have formed part of our 
existence, enable us to free ourselves 
from the shackles of tradition and 
ignorance and to move forward more 
effectually in the discharge of those 


duties devolving upon us in connec- 
tion with the great and glorious wi*:k 
which God has entrusted to our 
charge. It will also be necessary for 
us to take into consideration the dif- 
ferent points pertaining to the pro- 
gress of that work. 

It was a saying of Joseph Smith, 
that he taught the people correct 
principles and they governed them- 
selves. A feeling has been engendered 
and sent abroad that the Latter-da v 
Saints are subject to bondage; but 
instead of this being so, they are 
con! rolled wholly on the principle to 
which I have just referred, as having 
been enunciated by Joseph — they are 
taught correct principles and then 
govern themselves. When the elders 
of Israel have succeeded in inturmi:;^ 
the minds of the Saints in relation 
to any topic pertaining to the work 
of God in the last days, they have 
accomplished a great work, and that 
work is followed by a feeling of wil- 
lingness and obedience to carry out 
that principle on the part of the 
great mass of the Saints. 

Last year we made an effort to 
bring home the Saints from the Old 
World, and a pretty strong emigra- 
tion was the result. It will be re* 
membered that when the matter was 
first agitated, it seemed as if there 
was but a small amount of means to 
be obtained. Many of the brethren 
in the wards felt that they could do 
| but little, but they went to work and 
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brought home some five thousand 
Saints, This same work is still be- 
fore uf, and appeals to our sympathy, 
and we still have occasion to call the 
attention of each other to the im- 
portance of the work of bringing 
home to Zion our brethren and sisters 
in foreign lands who are deprived of 
the privileges that we enjoy because 
of their inability to gather. An 
appeal is to be made from this 
Conference to the Saints generally 
throughout the Territory, to contri- 
bate again of their substance to bring 
home the Saints from foreign lands. 

The facilities for gathering the 
Saints arc tar greater than they have 
been heretofore* We wish to say to 
any of those who are already gathered, 
who may be indebted to those who 
are left behind, that they should re- 
member and discharge their obliga- 
tions. We also advise the Saints to 
write to their friends abroad and in- 
form them how things are progressing 
here. I am aware that when the 
people land here there are many in- 
conveniences with which they have 
to contend, and they have to struggle 
for a time before they can again make 
a start in the world; but they should 
not, on that account, forget the breth- 
ren and sisters they have left behind, 
and especially those who may have 
advanced means to aid them in emi- 
grating. One of our first great duties 
should bo to square oar accounts and 
to stand honourably with our J el low- 

beings, . • ^'iv^f; r kv 

Although a great advance has been 
made within the last two years in the 
observance of the " Word of Wisdom," 
there is yet room to talk on that sub- 
ject. We find that the tobacco trade 
is still very considerable in tins Ter- 
ritory, and we cannot yet Jose sight 
of the fact that we are compelled to 
pay a tribute to the Emperor of Chin a 
for tea, and to the Emperor of Brazil 
for co See ; and there are still men in 


Israel who do not seem to realize the 
importance of observing the " Word 
of Wisdom;' It is, therefore } neces- 
sary to preach, teaeh,and exhort, and 
to enforce upon the Saints the im- 
portance of its observance, for it is 
preparatory to great blessings which 
God has in store for the faith fuh The 
elders will instruct us in relation to 
these matters as the Spirit of the Lord 
may dictate. 

It has been my privilege this last 
month to visit most of the branches 
in the southern part of the Territory. 
At a large portion of those branches 
I have attended meetings, and have 
seen many of the brethren and sisters, 
and I feel to testify that in all my 
travels in Zion, I have not found a 
better spirit, a more united determi- 
nation, ur a warmer leeling with re- 
gard to the work of the Lord, and to 
build up His kingdom, than I found 
on this visit. I felt thankful to learn 
that our brethren in the cotton coun- 
try were filled with the spirit and 
were zealous for the accomplishment 
of their work, and that they were 
progressing very satisfactorily in the 
accomplishment of their mission, or 
at any rate that portion of them who 
have taken hold of it with the zeal 
which becomes men who are honoured 
with the privilege of labouring in 
any department tor the- building up 
of " Zion, The testimony of the work 
of the Lord in the hearts of the 
Saints is a living and abiding testi- 
mony. While the work is progressing 
we must be alive to the fact, and we 
must not get behind, we must be 
faithful, live humble before the Lord, 
observe His counsels and laws, not 
even forgetting the principles con- 
tained iiithe " Word of Wisdom." If 
we take this course the blessings of 
life and peace will continue to abide 
with us, which may God grant in the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT D. EL WELLS, 
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(Reported by David W> Evans.) 

CG-OPEEATTOX — MERCHANDIZING AND PRODUCTIVE BUSINESSES— DO! NC 

THE LORD'S WILL. 


After our usual custom we have 
met in a general council of the church 
to receive instruction in those things 
which are necessary for the govern- 
ment and well-being of the people, 
and to be instructed in that which is 
calculated to promote onr best in- 
terests* At our Conferences a general 
interchange of thought and feeling 
in the midst of Israel takes place. 
At these meetings we receive great 
blessings; rich treasures of know, 
ledge and understanding are opened 
tip f and made known to the people 
throughout the valleys of the moun- 
tains. We come here to be instructed ; 
we gather from the nations of the 
earth that we may be taught in the 
ways of the Lord and that we may 
learn to walk in His paths. 

We can see a glorious future before 
ns; we can dwell upon the words of 
the holy prophets and picture to our- 
selves great things in time *o come 
concerning the beauty and glory of 
Zion, when she shall be built up. We 
can talk of exaltations in the King- 
dom of God, of thrones, dominions, 
principalities, and powers, but how 
are we going to attain to these things? 
It seems as though, when we receive 
the Gospel and our hearts are lit up 
with the spirit of truth, we expect, 
without any particular effort on our 
part, at some time in the future, to 
attain to these great excellencies and j 
glories* We are a good deal like ! 


children. We tell them of reading 
and writing, but they will never be 
able to do either, unless they take 
' the trouble to learn, We often hear 
it said that if we wish to have a 
heaven we shall have to create it for 
ourselves. There is considerable 
truth in this. In the days of Joseph 
1 could he have accomplished with this 
people what can now be accomplished 
in the days of Brigham? No; it 
would have been iraposs ; ble. I re* 
member hearing him talk t and seeing 
his endeavours to establish merchan- 
dizing on a similar footing to that 
which has been recently introduced 
among the Saints ; but there were 
difficulties in the way, , 

In those days there was a tendency 
of feeling that each should share alike 
in everything, so much so that it was 
impossible for any man to do business 
in the mercantile line. A good brother 
who was needy would think it was 
selfish if he could not iio to a store 
and get what he wanted without pay- 
ing the money for it. It was a good 
deal so when we first came here v Let 
a brother commence the mercantile 
business, and the first thing he knew 
his whole capital stock was credited 
out to the brethren. He could not 
refnse to credit a brother, O, no! if 
he did it was said at once that he was 
selfish and was no friend to the poor. 
[^1 have never seen the tinie when co- 
operation could have been established 


in the midst of the people until the | 
present. Some will doubtless find 
fault with it now ; but we do not ex- 
pect to be clear of fa nit-finders. We 
have to be instructed; and the Lord 
has been merciful and kind. He hai 
Sought all the day long to train us in 
the way we should go. We never 
can learn the principle;* pertaining to 
the building up of the Kingdom of 
God while scattered abroad ; hence, 
the necessity of gathering together 
that we may be instructed in the 
ways of the Lord, 

There is a great tendency among 
the people to go into the business of 
trading, and to shun the more labori- 
ous pursuits and avocations of life, 
A great many seem to think that 
trading or merchandizing is more 
genteel, and that it is more gentle- 
manly not to learu some profitable 
trade or business* A considerable 
numb°r who have been enframed to 
mercantile pursuits, owing to this 
change in our system of business, 
will no doubt be thrown out of em- 
ployment; they will have to seek 
other avocations. Some persons who 
possess capital will have to seek other 
avenues in which to invest that capi- 
tal. In a fiew country like this there 
is a variety of ways open to them for 
its safe and profitable investment, 

A man may invest hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in goods and 
pat them on his shelves, and in his 
warehouses, and dispose of them again 
to other parties ; but what does such 
a man produce or create with his 
me^ns that is beneficial to his fdllow 
creatures? Nothing j it is merely 
an interchange. Jt is useful and ne- 
cessary in its way and place, and it 
is all wqll enough; but sufficient 
should be done and no more than suf- 
ficient. Trading is overdone; there 
are too many employed in this kind 
of business; they should seek employ-" 
meat in some other way, and find 


other channels for investing their 
capital that are better calculated to 
produce something from the earth, 
and bring forth from the elements 
that which is necessary for the com- 
fort and well-being of man and beast. 
Just think how many thinsrs could 
be raised and manufactured here, 
that, if we had them to-day, would 
fetch very remunerative prices. But- 
ter, for instance, th^ at the present 
time is selling for a dollar and a 
quarter a pound, in a country like 
this should not bring more than 
twenty-five cents. Cheese the same. 
, These two articles are imported twelve 
: or fifteen hundred miles, and then 
the Territory is not near supplied. 
Wool and flax, too, might be raised 
profitably ; not near enough of these 
is raised ; and in these articles our 
surplus means mi^ht be safely and 
profitably invested* There is not 
near enough grain raised in the Ter- 
ritory, Wheat is selling to-day at 
four dollars a bushel, when it should 
not be more than half that price, and 
eveu then would well remunerate the 
producer. It is so with every other 
article <tf our own consumption and 
that is required for the sustenance of 
our animals; and the same may be 
said of the animals themselves. Stock 
raising offers a profitable avenue fur 
the investment of means. Here are 
many avenues in which tliey, who 
have been overturned in their mer- 
cantile pursuits, can invest their 
means, which will pay larger profits, 
and which are far less liable to tluctu- 
ation, because mercantile pursu'rsare 
often subject to great depression 
J through being overdone, or through 
scarcity of money and other causes. 
If a person has a farm Ids produce 
will keep until he can obtain remune- 
rative prices, and he is more free and 
independent than the merchant ; for 
the earth being his banker, he is not 
called upon to meet his bills and 
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obligations by any particular and 
specified tfrne, as the merchant is. 
By turning our attention in these 
directions oar capital may be safely 
and profitably invested, and many 
who are now but little better than 
idlers in Israel might be remunera- 
tively employed, 

I should say let every youn^ man, 
and woman too, learn some way to 
procure their own subsistence, and 
io promote their own independence ; 
this is incumbent upon all. No per- 
son should be above learning some 
useful occupation, trade, or business 
that is calculated to produce some- 
thing for his own and the general 
benefit Hundreds and thousands of 
articles are imported here that might 
just as well be made in our midst, 
and if they were made here it would 
render us, as a people, a great deal 
more independent and comfortable 
than we are now, That man only is 
truly rich who knows how to pro- 
vide for himself and hi* household. 
I do not care how much means he 
has m his possession, he only is in- 
dependent who has the means of su - 
sistence within himself, who has the 
capability of going forth, and, hy 
hib own industry, drawing from the 
dements these things which are ne- 
cessary ior his own subs is fence, 

I remember reading an anecdote of 
Stephen Guard and of a young man 
he had had in Ins employment along 
time, who had received some en- 
couragement, and had large expecta- 
tions from him, that when he had 
attained his majority he would set 
him up in business. When that time 
arrived, instead of giving the young 
man a draft for a certain amount of 
money, he told him to go and serve 
an apprenticeship to some useful 
trade, by which, in case of a reverse 
of fortune, he would be enabled to 
earn his own subsistence. The young 
man went and bound himself to a 
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cooper and learned that trade. In a 
years time he went bnck to his 
patron with a barrel of his own make. 
The old gentleman examined the 
barrel, and asked the price he could 
afford them at, and was told " a dollar 
each.' 1 Mr. Girard said it was a 
good nrtie'e, and worth the money, 
and if he could make as good barrels 
as that for that price, he had insured 

! to himself a living in any event that 
might happen. For his obedience in 
going and learning a trade as the 
old gentleman had directed him, he 
was rewarded with a check fur twenty- 
five thousand dollars to set him up 

' in business* 

In ense of any reverse of fortune 
this man had something to fall back 
upon. I have always thuught this 
was a very good principle to net upon. 
I would like to see all of our young 
men learn some useful trfide or occu- 
pation which would produce for them 
an honourable living by their own 
industry ; and if they acquire this in 
early life, habits of industry and order 
become natural. 

By industry we thrive; industry, 
in the mechanical and agricultural 
pursuits, ia the foundation of our in- 
dependence, and they who obtain a 
livelihood by habits of industry are 
far more honourable members of so- 
ciety than they who live by their wits. 

I heard recently of a ci'v that the 
outsiders are endeavouring to start 
called Corinne, which it is said is to 
be the great city of the interior West. 
Who are going there to expend their 
labour? Can cities be built without 
labour? I think not I have no 
idea thnt n great city will be built in 
the location designated, unless a dif- 
ferent class of people go there than 
is to be found in such places generally, 
I hare no doubt that the soil is rich, 
and that by industry the elements 
necessary for the building up of a 
great city could be developed. But 
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any person who expects that a large 
city is going to be reared without 
industry and hard labour reckons 
without his host. There may be a 
rush there, for a short time, of specu- 
lators, loafers, and rowdies: but if 
these are the only classes of people 
who go there — as there is good reason 
to believe — this great city that is to 
be, like others of the same class, will 
soon die out, and the people be scat- 
tered to some other places- 
Can men be industrious and follow 
the various avocations and pursuits 
of life and still be servants of God ? 
Yes, such things are cjnducive to 
good morals. It is said that an idle 
brain is the workshop of the devil, 
and it is far more likely to be so 
than the brain of a person who is 
occupied with some useful employ- 
ment* Can a person work on the 
railroad, for instance, and he asso- 
ciated with the wicked without being 
contaminated by them? yes, if 
he is so disposed* An elder of Is- 
rael should wrap himself as with a 
mantle, from sin, whether he goes to 
preach the Gospel to a wicked world, 
or whether he goes to labonr among 
the wicked. Such a man will lose 
nothing, but he will gain the esteem 
even of the wicked themselres, by 
being faithful and true to his calling, 
keeping the commandments of God, 
and observing the Word of Wisdom ; 
and no matter what society he may 
be in he will be respected, and will 
be far more likely to be so for the 
strict observance of the principles of 
the religion he professes than lie will 
be if he does not observe them, I 
do not know that it is any excuse for 
a man to smoke, chew, drink whisky, 
take the name of God in vain, swear, 
or drink tea or coffee because he 
mingles with those who do such 
things. Do you think your associates 
would respect you the more for it? 
No, not a whit ; but they would re- 


spect you more for not doing such 
tinners. They would have greater 
confidence in you, and if they had 
money they wished to entrust to the 
care of any one, they would sooner 
entrust it to the care of a man who 
was faithful to the principles of his 
religion than to their associates who 
get drunk, gamble, swear, and com- 
mit every abomination. 

This people have been awakened 
to a sense of their duty in keeping 
the Word of Wisdom, yet many of 
them think it a sufficient excuse -for 
them to use hot drinks, if they hap- 
pen to be where others use them; in 
this way they are falling back to the 
use of tobacco, aud are smoking their 
pipes or cigars, and are drinking tea 
a::d coffee or a little whisky now and 
again, and are letting those old habits 
grow on them again. This is wrong; 
they should not do it I mention 
this in order to stir up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance. We 
should not forget that we have en- 
tered into covenant not to do so. 
Latter- day Saints should remember 
that there is not a day, hour, or mo- 
ment in which they can afford to lay 
aside the armour of righteousness; 
there is no time but what the adver- 
sary is at their elbows ready to enter 
in, take hold, and lead them into for- 
bidden paths. It is and ever has 
been a struggle with this people to 
trample the wickedness of the world 
under their feet. It rises before us 
continually and we are never without 
it. We do not expect to be without 
it in our midst if this is the kingdom 
of God. I suppose Jesus had as good 
nn idea of what constituted the kirj£> 
dom of God as any of us, and he 
said it was like a net cast into the 
sea which brought forth all kinds 
both good and bad ; therefore let no 
one say this cannot be the kingdom 
of God because there are some who 
nre not righteous in our midst. Be- 


cause the wicked and unrighteous are I 
in the world, must we be partakers 
of their wickedness? By no means; 
it is not at all necessary that it should 
be so. Let us endeavour to eradicate 
from our own bosoms all sin. It is 
not a matter of enthusiasm, to last 
for an hour, a day or a week and 
then die out; it is in this way that 
people forget God and do wickedly. 
You know that the Scriptures inform 
us that they who do wickedly, and 
all the nations who forget God, shall 
be turned into hell. The paths of 
virtue and truth are the paths of 
peace. The paths of union, that the 
leaders of this peopla are striving 
incessantly to introduce among ns, 
are calculated to create excellence, 
greatness nud power in our midst. 
By pursuing these paths we shall 
grow in every virtue and excellence 
until we shall attain to those great 
glories that art* for the faithful, about 
which we sing and pray, and the 
contemplation of which always lights 
up our minds with so much joy and 
bliss* By faithfully observing the 
counsels given to us we shall actually 
come into possession of these things 
as naturally as a child, by constant 
instruction, cornea to attainments in 
learning. It will be done by gaining 
item by item, by living our holy re- 
ligion day by day, hour by hour, and 
all the lime, ! 

Blessed is that person, man and 
woman, who can retain, from youth 
up, a g^od, holy and righteous influ- 
ence; who have never committed 
an overt act, preserving themselves 
righteously before ihe Lord in all 
good faith and conscience all the 
days of their Uvea, I say blessed 
are such persons. Persons arc liable 
to bs overtakeu in liquor; but iu ! 
Zion we should be free from these 
practices to a far greater extent than 
in the world, It is to overcame the 
■ evils that exist in the world that the 1 


Lord is gathering His Saints toge- 
ther. Why, if every man and woman 
who gathers to Zion were determined 
to follow their o-vn wavs, the state 
of tilings that exists in the world 
would soon be established here, and 
the object of the Lord, in gathering 
Hia people together, would be frus- 
trated. Yet there are many people 
here who cannot see this; and they 
feel themselves infringed upon. Why, 
such persons sire greater than the 
Saviour of the world iu their own 
estimation ! He came here to do his 
Father's will, and in bis greatest 
agony he prayed that the cup might 
be tak<2U from him, if it were possible, 
ts Nevertheless," he said, " not my will, 
but Thine be done." His own will 
wa3 swal lowed up in the will of his 
Father; and yet wo t poor, miserable 
mortals can stick up our noses and 
say, 44 We will do as we please/' if 
anything is brought forth by the in* 
spiration of the Almighty that seems 
to cut. our corners. Are we a band 
of brethren, standing shoulder to 
shoulder under the banner of k man uel 
— him who said, "Let not my will, 
but Thine be done?" If we are, we 
shall walk in the path marked out 
for us by the Captain of our salva- 
tion. 44 Jh!" says one, 44 1 think I 
understand, comprehend, and know 
better than any one else; I am not 
going to do as such a one tells me — 
my Bishop, President, or some one 
else iu authority over nie; he does 
not know as much as I do." Per- 
haps not, the sequel will show who 
know most. 

If we have a proper conception of 
the counsels given to us, we shall 
never utter such sentiments, or let 
them have placa in our hearts. It is 
difficult sometimes to get into our 
ears nnd hearts what is required of 
us, hence the amount of instruction 
that has to be given to the people. 
It was years and years before we got 


the people to take hold of t\e Word 
of Wisdom. There have been such 
things as reformations in the midst 
of the people cf God, I suppose be- 
cause of the proneness of the people 
to relapse into the ways of the world. 
Hence, it becomes necessary every 
once in a while to arouse Israel to a 
sense of their duties, that they may 
sustain the Kingdom of God* 

There are a great many peoplq who 
cauiiot see the Kingdom of God T al- 
though the events, long since foretold, 
which should transpire in connexion 
with that Kingdom are actually tran- 
spiring before their eyes* The people 
of the world are blind, they cannot 
see the Kingdom ; and a great many 
Saints, and pretty good at that, who 
should see the Kingdom of Heaven 
in the introduction of n new principle, 
oftentimes fail to do so. Is the 
Word of Wisdom of the Kingdom of 
Heaven? Yes. Is co-operation of 
the Kingdom of Heaven ? Yts, Is 
union in the midst of this people of 
the Kingdom of Heaven ? Yes. Is 
the one-man power, with which the 
world find so much fault, and talk 
about so much, of the Kingdom of 
Heaven ? Yes, if God is oar Father 
and is at the head of it, it is. Then 
why should there be so much dread 
and fear of the Lord establishing His 
government in the world? Did it 
ever do anybody any harm ? 0, no. 
Did it ever do anybody any good, or 
is it calculated in its nature to do 
anybody any good ? Yes, the greatest 
good. Then why so much dread and 
tear of it ? Because the people can- 
not see the Kingdom of God in it. 
But is it not very far from them ; 
God is not very far from them, nor 
from any of us, and His work is esta- 
blished and is transpiring right before 
our face and eyes. The government 
of God is being established on the 
earth, and the world does not know 
it ; yet it is like a city set on a hill 


for everybody to gaze upon and in- 
vestigate. Yet they treat it as if it 
were of no moment to them. Time 
will show that it is of the utmost 
importance »o them. Let no person 
pass it by as an idle tale, for time 
will disclose that it is of the utmost 
importance to every son and daugnter 
of Adam. They had better, at least, 
give it a passing notice and investi- 
gate it with honesty of purpose. Our 
hopes for the present and future, our 
happiness and prosperity, and even 
existence itself, are bound up in the 
Kingdom and government of God, 
What else is there now upon the face 
of the earth but what has a tendency 
to destruction ? Look at the stream 
of vice and corruption that is flowing 
on, bearing its votaries to the gulf of 
despair. Who can stem the torrent ? 
People can See it, but can they stop 
it ? No, it bears them along on its 
surface, and they are lost for even 
Is it not time that some standard 
should be erected on the earth, around 
which those who are disposed to do 
right, may rally, where they will be 
safe from this great gulf-stream of 
destruction ? I think it is time, be- 
cause the Lord has thought so, and 
He has commenced His work; He 
has erected His standard, and is call- 
ing tj the people and pointing the 
way to safety. Not that He or any 
one else expects this stream to be 
checked or stopped in its mad career ; 
it will bear its onward course until, 
finally, it finds its depths* But we 
may save one here and another there, 
and so the Lord may get to Himself 
a people. It is like being snatched 
as brands from the burning. He will 
bring them to a place where they 
can bo instructed. This has been 
the c.ise with us. The Lord has 
brought us together and He is seek- 
ing to instruct us, that we and our 
children after us may escape those 
grertt evils which are so prevalent in 
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the world. I need not mention them, 
they are p itent t j tho eyes of all. 
The people have forgotten God ; they 
do not not know His ways, although 
there are many well intentioned people 
who fire seeking to do their duty and 
are living in the hope of a blessed 
reward hereafter They will obtain 
it* They sire trying to stem the tor- 
rent of evil as far as it is in their 
power ; but they do not know " the 
only true and wise God and Jesus 
Christ whom He has sent," " whom 
to know is eternal life; 1 * and another 
evil is, they do not try to know Him, 
or they would investigate and try to 
find out God mid His Kingdom, 

The Lord is not responsible lor all 
the evil of which I have been speak- 
ing, neither for all the diversities of 
religion in the world. He created 
man upright, but man has sought out 
many inventions. If the people would 
seek after the Lord and be content to 
walk iii His w iys, do you think the 
diversities in repaid to religion that 
now exist would be known ? By no 
means; we should all come, then, to 
a unity of the faith. 

The Latter-day Saints have great 
cause to rejoice, because they are 
blessed above all other people. They 
aie learning the ways of the Lord; 
and more blessed are they still, if 
they follow in them. They are laying 
a foundation that will stand for ever. 
There is no principle of virtue, truth, 
holiness and righteousness but what 
is calculated to exalt man in time and 
for ever and ever. Those who build 
not on these principles are building 
on sand, and their superstructure will 
be washed away when the tempest 
comes; while they who build on the 
rock of truth will be able to with- 
stand all opposition, and they will 
eventually obtain that glory and ex- 
altation that the Saints now talk 
about 

These principles are true and can 


he depended upon. God is their 
author; fie is at the helm. He is 
our Father and we may come to ex- 
altation in His presence if we will 
live for it; and in thi^earthly proba- 
tion we can be eo- workers with Him 
in the establishment of His kingdom 
the earth if we will serve Him 


un 


and keep His commandments. We 
may come to Him on His own plat- 
form, on His own terms, but not on 
our own. That is the trouble with 
Christendom, and the world at large. 
They are trying to make the Lord's 
ways correspond with theirs. Why, 
they would tear Him to pieces^ if 
they could have tlieir wishes carried 
out ; they would dethrone Jehovah 
and overturn His po-.ver and kingdom. 
Could He exist if the world could 
have their own way ? A great many 
called Latter-day Saints feel a little 
the same way ; perhaps they do not 
know it, but it amounts to no less. 
I have known people come for counsel 
when they had their own minds made 
up about the course they intended to 
pursue. All they wanted was to re- 
ceive counsel that corresponded with 
their notions. If they received that, 
all right; otherwise it would not do. 
All the world is af ter is to try to make 
the Lord come to their terms; He 
cannot do it. 

It would be well for us, sometimes, 
if we could see a few of our own in* 
consistencies, and what we require of 
the Lord. The plan of salvation is 
amply sufficient to save to the utter- 
most. How? Ill our own way? 
No, in the way that the Lord has de- 
vised. If we are saved in His King- 
dom we shall have to bow to His 
law*; we cannot be saved without. 
He has a right to dictate; He has 
done so, and it is for us to do His 
bidding. 

We are blessed in having the living 
oracles in our midst, and iu having a 
standard erected around which we 
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can rally. The Bible is good, and 
we believe in it more than any other 
people. The *Book of Mormon and 
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
are the word of God, and they con- 
tain many precious gems ; every line 
is full of knowledge, intelligence, and 
truth, and is calculated to be a benefit 
to us ; but yet, above and far beyond 
all, we have the living oracles in our 
midst to tell us what to do to-day. A 
great portion of the Scripture we have 
was the living oracles to the people in 
the day in which it was given, and 
it has become Scripture because it was 
given by the inspiration of the Al- 
mighty, It was applicable to the 
day in which it was given. We have 
the living oracles in our midst to give 
us that which is applicable to our 
day. Let us make our ways corre- 
spond to the Lord s, for we read that 
"as high as the heavens are above 
the earth so arc His ways higher than 
our ways, and His thoughts than our 
thoughts." We are blessed iu having 


His ways made known to es, because 
He knows best He bus more know- 
ledge and understanding and greater 
ability, and can perform and accom- 
plish more than any other power that 
exists ; and that people only may be 
said to be blessed who walk in His 
ways and do His bidding. 

I feel sometimes as though I had 
never lived, in reality, until I became 
acquainted with the principles of the 
Gospel ; I feci as though my whole 
existence had been a waste. In one 
sense it has. I did not know how to 
serve God acceptably in His sight. 
I did 'iiot comprehend righteousness, 
neither did I know bow to sanctify 
myself before Him. We are taught 
that obedience is better than sacrifice, 
therefore let us go to, brethren and 
sisters, with our mights to serve God 
and keep His commandments, so 
shall we come, finally, to inherit those 
blessings which are promised to the 
faithful, which 1 nrav we mav nlti- 
mately attain for Christ's sake, Araen. 
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i 1 understand that many of the 
brethren and sisters in the old coun- 
try lent money to their friends now 
here to assist them to emigrate - quite 
a number of letters have been sent, 
stating that those friends eovesianted 


before leaving that they would repay 
that means with the first money thev 
earned after arriving here, and that 
they would also send more than they 
had borrowed, in order to assist those 
who had previously assisted them. 
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A number of our elders who have 
been from here on missions to Eng- 
land and other countries, have been 
in the habit of borrowing money, or 
of getting it in surne way. Some of 
these elders, when asked to refund 
what they had borrowed, have said, 
u We did not borrow it, it was a 
gift to us," I wish to say to such 
elders, return the money with interest. 
If it was a gift, return th* gift, that 
it may go back and help many instead 
of one, 

i. do not wish to spend much time 
on this subject, I wish to give in- 
struction, and to tell you my mind 
with regard to those elders who have 
borrowed money from the Saints in 
Europe, They may pretend to say 
that it was given to them to excuse 
themselves for not repaying it, but 
if they do not refund it, they are 
unworthy of the fellowship of the 
Saints, and I ask their bishops to cut 
every one of them from the Church, 
without favour or affection. If the 
bishops do this, they will be doing 
their duty. Disfellowship them, they 
are not worthy of a standing in the 
Church and Kingdom of God. 

I wish to ask my brethren, the 
elders of Israel, to give liberally to 
help home our brethren and sisters 
who are now in bondage in the old 
countries. We have not said any- 
thing to the people for a long time 
with regard to donations, A year 
ago last fall we commenced a sub- 
scription to bring home the Saints. 
By the following February the amount 
reached, I think, some nine thousand 
dollars. Our agent left here about 
the 27 tli of February, and about ten 
days before he started we gave notice 
that he was going, and between that 
time and the time he left, the nine 
thousand had swelled to about thirty 
thousand ; and in the course of three 
months from then the amount had 
^creased to seventy-six or seventy- 
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j seven thousand dollars. With this 
, amount a great many were helped 
here who could only raise part means, 
some were brought all the way. The 
brethren and sisters continued to give 
through the summer, and if I recollect 
rightly, we have now over thirty 
thousand dollars in money to help 
home the poor. Most of this has 
been sent to Liverpool, but we have 
some in this city. Now we wish the 
charity of the brethren and sisters ta 
be extended to bring home the poor 
Saints, and perhaps it would be as 
well for me to commence the list. I 
will say to our clerk he may put 
down two thousand dollars for Brother 
Brigham ; also one thousand for 
William H. Hooper, our delegate in* 
Congress, who told me befure he went 
away that he would give another 
thousand. Now we are ready to re- 
ceive yonr thousands or your hun- 
dreds, and we will not refuse a five- 
dollar bill. We got a great many of 
them from the sisters last fall, more 
than the people would imagine; if 
the list were read of the sisters who 
put in five dollars, ten dollars, and 
some twenty- five, it would astonish 
you. This is a short sermon on 
this subject. The brethren here 
from the settlements throughout the 
Territory can carry it home, and it 
will become generally known. 

I have thought of proposing certain 
conditions in relation to those who 
are helped here from abroad; but 
w hether it would be prudent and con- 
sistent to do so, I leave the Latter- 
day Saints to judge. The cogitations 
of my mind on the subject of bring- 
in 2 home the Saints arc somewhat 
strict. I have thought it would be 
as well, before helping the poor to 
emigrate, to have them covenant that 
after arriving here they would be 
Saints in every sense of the word. 
Now, to particularize, I will say that 
we gather a family here, consisting 
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of father, mother, four, eight, or I 
twelve childien, as the case may be, 
They are Latter-day Saints; they 
wish to gather to Zion and to enjoy 
all the blessings of Zion; they are 
anxiously waiting for every gift and 
blessing God has in store for the 
faithful, and to be numbered with the 
Church of the Firstborn; but when 
the j reach here, if we go into tbeir 
houses, we shall very often find, if 
they have the means to do it, that 1 
they will perfectly soak their systems 
with tea and cofiee, and are perhaps 
chewing tobacco and doing a little 
tippling, a little swearing, and so on. 
This is the way with some who were 
gathered last year. Now, whether 
it is better to leave such people to die 
in the faith in their native lands, or 
to bring them here to apostatize and 
deny their Lord and Master, is a 
question. I think, if I had the know- 
ledge and the power, I would never 
gather another member of the Church 
who would apostatize ; but I have 
not this knowledge. I cannot say to 
a man, yon stop and let your family 
come to Zion, I cannot say to a 
woman, you stop where yon are, you 
are in the faith now, but if you gather 
you will apostatize; but your husband 
and family can gather, they will stick 
to the faith. I cannot say this, I 
have not the power, and hence we see 
many after they arrive here turn 
away from the holy command ments, 
I do not know but what it would be 
perfectly reasonable to make every 
man and woman, before leaving their 
native lands, covenant before God to 
observe the Word of Wisdom, let 
liquor alone, use no language unbe- 
coming a Saint, and, in a word, live 
their religion after arriving here. 
Whether it would be reasonable and 
consistent to lay s\ich injunction^ on 
the people before assisting them to 
gather I do not know. If we were 
to &ay to them, before leaving their 


homes, " Now if we gather you home, 
will you live your religion P" they 
would jump up, clap their hands to- 
gether, shout " hallelujah," and say, 
" Yes, we will do anything jou re- 
quire if you will only gather us to 
Zion." 

Do you not see that Lam perfectly 
tied up ? and so are all the elders of 
Israel in this respect. We may lay 
all these injunctions on the Saints, 
and some would break them all. All 
these things are turned over in my 
mind, and I look at every side of the 
question, sound every principle and 
behold the people as they are. Well, 
what is to be done ? I do not know 
any better way, perhaps, than to 
gather the Saints and try to sanctify 
them after they are gathered together, 
for when they are baptized they vir- 
tually covenant to observe all these 
rules. When we see the course that 
the Saints, or those professing to be 
such, have taken in feeding, clothing, 
and making our enemies rich here in 
our midst, it makes me feel that it is 
time to cease gathering those who 
will not be Saints indeed, I know, 
as well as I knoxr that I am a living 
being, that there is not one professing 
to be a Latter-day Saint, who has 
the spirit of his calling, who would 
not cease this course as qutek as he 
would draw his hands out of the fire, 
if he thoroughly knew and under- 
stood that it tends to the overthrow 
of the Kingdom of God ; and the 
fact that he helped to sustain the 
enemies of the Kingdom of God 
must be attributed to his ignorance. 
The people have eyes, but they see 
not; they have hearts, but they do 
not understand, I will ensure that 
there are scores, and perhaps hundreds, 
looking at me while I am speaking, 
who thihk, " Brother Brig ham, yon 
are a fool ; we have as good a right 
to trade with one man as another ; 
and we will go to what store we 
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please, and do what we please with 
our means, and we will trade with 
those who will do the best by us." 
Yet there are hundreds who, and in 
fact the most of the people, under- 
stand the folly of this course, as the 
experience of the past six months 
has proved. During that period we 
have done wonders in guiding the 
minds and the movements of the 
Latter-day Saints, Still there are 
Some who seem to have no under- 
standing. I will venture to say they 
are the foolish virgins, I was going 
to say they are like the foolish virgins; 
but they are the foolish virgins, and 
by and by they will find they have 
no oil in their vessels, and nothing to 
prepare them to go and meet the 
bridegroom, and they will be found 
wanting. But so it is, and we must 
Cultivate the wheat with the tares; 
the sheep and the goats have to run 
together. Here I am thinking of 
exacting a covenant from men and 
women before they are gathered, that 
they will be Saints indeed afterwards ; 
but while I have such feelings the 
question stares me in the luce, how 
do you know whether they will he or 
not? You see men and women hero 
who have been in the Church thirty 
years, and the most trilling, frivolous, 
foolish little circumstance imaginable 
will throw them oil" the track, and 
they will go to the devil. It is 
astonishing, it is marvellous! When 
I think of these things* it recalls a 
saying that I have sometimes made, 
that 1 do my swearing in the pulpit, 
for they make me think that we have 
those in our midst who profess to be 
Latter-day Saints, but who are damned 
fools. You may say that is swearing; 
but they are damned, and the wrath 
of God is upon them, just as much as 
it was in the days of the old apostles. 
Men and women would take a very 
different course if they could see and 
understand things as they are. But 
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I will take back the expression "if 
they could see and understand," I 
say they can see and understand, if 
they have a mi id to cast out of their 
hearts the love of the world, the love 
of riches, and the little frivolous 
traits of character they so often 
manifest- The love of fashion, for 
instance, which darkens, beclouds, 
and casts a shade over the spirits 
of our sisters. They cannot have 
this, and they do not like that, and 
the next thing anger creeps into 
their hearts and they feel revengeful, 
and " I wish I could do somebody 
an injury; I wish I could come up 
with my husband ; I wish I could do 
something or other to mar his peace, 
inasmuch as mine is marred, because 
I cannot follow somebody else's 
fashion." Such little, trifling, con- 
temptible, frivolous, things cast a 
dark shade over their feelings, and 
the tirsL thing they know they give 
way to a revengeful, vindictive, wicked 
spirit, which leads them to destruction. 

Now, I will go back again to my 
text — whether we should exact the 
injunctions I have named of the 
Saints before gathering, or whether 
we should not? I leave it to the 
people, for I do not care much ab<?ut 
it, for the simple reason that I do 
not know enough to decide, and 
yet I know as much as anybody else. 
I might pick up this man and that 
woman, and this family and that 
family, and leave others because I 
might not think them worthy, when 
those who are left behind would prob- 
ably stick to the faith, while those 
who are gathered might apostatize* 
I do not know how to do any better 
than we are doing, unless the Lord 
reveals it, I will say to the brethren 
and sisters, we are ready to receive 
your donations. Open your hearts 
and your purse strings, I leave this 
matter now for your action. 

I spoke a little here yesterday and 


the day before; but I have not really 
said what I wish, and whether I 
shall be able to answer my own feelings 
with regard to our success in our co- 
operative system of merchandising I 
do not know. I want to say to the 
Latter-day Saints we have wrought 
wonders, Ifc was observed her a by 
one of the brethren that to guide the 
minds of the people and to govern and 
control them is a greater miracle than 
to raise the dead. That is very true. 
The Lord Almighty could resusci tate 
a corpse lying before ns a thousand 
times easier than He could control 
the congregation in this house, He 
has the material on hand, and He 
knows every process, and He could 
give life to a lifeless being, with ease, 
by the elements , He would operate 
upon and with. This is a great 
miracle in our estimation; but it 
would be no miracle at all to the 
Lord, because He knows precisely 
how to do it. There is no miracle to 
any being in the heavens or on the 
earth, only to the ignorant. To a 
man who understands the philosophy 
of all the phenomena that transpire, 
there is no such thing as a miracle. 
A great many think there are results 
without causes; there is no such 
thing in existence; there is a cause 
for ef cry result that e/er was or ever 
will be, and they are all in the provi- 
dences and in the work of the Lord, 
It would be no particular miracle for 
the Lord to resuscitate a person whos * 
breath hud left the body. By bring- 
ing the elements to bear on the 
system, He could make that system 
breathe again and live, but to control 
this people can only be done by per- 
suasion, We have the privilege of 
choosing, refusing, acting, rising up, 
sitting down, doing this or not doing j 
we are just as independent in our 
sphere as the Gods are in theirs, and 
our agency is our own, and we can do 
as we please. We can govern and 
No 3. 


control ourselves, and when we do 
this by the law of truth it produces 
life within us and leads to eternal 
life; but when we take the opposite 
course and yield to principles that 
tend downward the result is death 
and destruction. Now I will make 
the application, that you and I have 
done just as we please, TVe have 
traded with whom we please. We 
shall do so as far as we can, We cannot 
all do just as we please, because a 
great many times we want to and 
cannot, and that is what produces 
misery, which is called hell. We 
have done as we please with regard 
to trading. We requested the people 
last Conference in this room to cease 
trading with their enemies. Do you 
see the effects of this ? Yes, they are 
apparent to every inhabitant of this 
Territory; they are apparent to the 
passer-by, to the transient person and 
to the world; and the commercial 
world has said, u This is the first thing 
we have ever seen in the character of 
you Latter-day Saints, that manifested 
that you knew enough to take care of 
yourselves " It tells also upon our 
enemies. Suppose we had not checked 
this trading with outsiders, and had 
not turned the stream into another 
channel, yon would have seen, perhaps, 
one hundred merchants in this city 
now more than last year. They would 
have brought their clerks and* friends 
and a great number who would have 
operated against us. Not but what 
there are many here now, and have 
been, who have been very gentlemanly 
and kind; but where is their friend- 
ship? Is there a man who does not 
belong to this church who would not 
vote fur a man out of the church for 
mayor of the city, and for men who 
do not belong to the church for alder- 
men and councillors? No, there is not 
one amongst them but what would do 
this. And what would thej not do? 
They would not do right and 
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righteously, that is what they would 
not do. But anything on the face of 
this earth to remove power and in- 
fluence from the Latter-day Saints, 
and to remove them from their homes, 
many of them would do- We have 
been able to check this, and it is for 
our advantage. Many of us have 
suffered the loss of all things several 
times, I have been broken up five 
times and left a handsome property, 
and have taken the spoiling of my 
goods just as patiently as I could* X 
do not want to see these things enacted 
again. I know how to avert them. 
If the people will hearken to the coun- 
sel which God gives through His ser- 
vants, they will never erperience any 
such thing again; but if they will not, 
they will, perhaps, suffer just as they 
have heretofore — the good with tha 
bad, the righteous through the evil 
deeds of those who profess to be 
righteous and are not; the simple, the 
honest and tho good will have to 
sutler with the hypocrite and the 
wicked, I am thankful to God that 
the ears of the Latter-day Saints have 
been open to hear and their hearts 
open to receive and act upon good 
counsel as far as they have been. 

The sisters in our Female Relief 
Societies have done great good. Can 
you tell the amount of good that the 
mothers and daughters in Israel are 
capable of doing? No, it is impos- 
sible. And the good they do will 
follow them to all eternity. If we 
get the sisters on our side with regard 
to (fading in stores, with regard to 
donations, or with regard to improve- 
ment, we have gained all that we can 
ask. "W h at do men care about fashion ? 
You will not find one man in 
a thousand that cares anything about 
it. Men have their business before 
them, and their care and attention 
is occupied with that You will find 
that the farmer, the blacksmith, the 
carpenter and even the merchant, 
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were it not that he is compelled to 
appear decently in society, care 
nothing about fashion. They want 
the dollars and the dimes. The 
lawyer cares nothing about fashion, 
only to gain the feelings of the 
people and have influence over them, 
that he can bring them one against 
another, so that he maj T get their 
dimes; that is all he cares about fash- 
ion. The doctor cares nothing about 
fashion. If he can make the people 
believe that he knows it all, and that 
they know nothing, he would swii 
wear a hat with a brim six inches 
wide, and the croivn an inch and a 
half high, us he would wear one with 
the crown six inches high and the 
brim an inch and a half wide. He 
cares no more for fashion than that, 
if he can only get the purses of tho 
people, that is all he cares for, I 
speak now m general terms, fur there 
are exceptions in every class. It is 
the ladies who care for fashion. They 
are looking continually to see how 
this and that lady are dressed. Bnt 
if we can enlist their feelings and 
interests in business matters, then 
victory is sure. The mothers and 
daughters in Israel have better judg- 
ment, and they do know more than 
females in the world. They do under- 
stand the true principles of comfort, 
and how to adorn their persons so that 
they may present an attractive ap- 
pearance to their husbands, families, 
friends and neighbours; and if we can 
make them belifcfi this, I reckon that, 
by and b}^, they will begin and make 
fashions to suit themselves, and will 
not be under the necessity of sending 
to Paris or to the East to find out the 
fashion* or to find out whether they 
shall make their Grecian bends one- 
half, two- thirds or one- third as large 
as in New York; or whether they 
shall cut a frock so as to show their 
garters every step or to drag yards 
on the ground behind them, I think 


that, after a while, they will consider 
that they know a little of something 
, as well as other people, and if we can 
enlist their sympathies and judg- 
ments, tastes and abilities with regard 
to trading, fashion, etc*, the battle ifi 
won. 

The sisters have ahead v done much 
good, and I wish them to continue 
and go ahead. Have a Female Relief 
Society in every ward in the moan- 
tains ; and have a Co-operative store 
in every ward, and let the people do 
their own trading. There are some 
of the brethren around who Rave 
asked me whether they shall trade at 
the Parent Store or whether they 
shall send East for their goods. They 
cannot see and understand things ; 
after a while they will Yon take the 
Lehi Co-operative Store, for instance ; 
Bishop Evans started it there last 
summer. Suppose he had sent East 
for his goods in July ; if he had had ! 
the same luck that others have had, 
they would have been landed about 
this time, and some of them by and 
by, and when they had been operating 
three months what would they have 
made? Nothing, But they came 
down here and bought their goods 
and took them home, only a thirty 
milts' drive, and put them on the 
shelves, and they were soon bought 
np. They sent to Salt Lake City 
about once a week to replenish their 
store, and when five months had 
passed away they struck a balance 
sheet and every man that had pat in 
twenty. five dollars — the amount of 
a share — had, in addition to that 
amount, a little over twenty-eight 
dollars to his credit. Have any of 
our cit} r merchants who have traded 
from here to New York, made money 
like this? Not one, and yet the 
people here have paid one- third more 
for r heir goods than the people had 
to pay in the Co-operative Stores* 
I understand the brethren in Cache 


Valley are going to send East for 
their goods. Well, send for them, 
and you will get a little knowledge ; 
but you will buy it ; however bought 

: wit is pretty good, if you do not pay 
too dear for it. 

Recollect that in trading there is 
great advantage in turning over 
your capital often. Suppose the Co- 
operative Stores were to send to New 
York for their goods, they might turn 
over their capital once a year; then 
instead of making anything they 
would run under. 4 

1 want to impress one thing on the 
minds of the people, which will he 

' for their advantage if they will hear 
it. When you start your Co-operative 
Store in a ward, yon will find the 
men of capital stepping forward, and 
one says, "I will put in ten thousand 
dollars;" another says, "I will put in 
five thousand." But I say to you, 
bishops, do not let these men take 
five thousand, or one thousand, but 
call on the brethren and sisters who 
are poor and tell them to put in their 
five dollars or their twenty-five, and 
let those who have capital stand back 
and give the poor the advantage of 
this quick trading. This is what I 
am after and have been all the time. 
I have capital, and have offered some 
to every ward in the country when I 
have had a chance. I would take 
shares in such institutions. I am not 
at all afraid; but nobody would ltt 
me take any, except in Provo and in 
the wholesale store here. I will say 
to Bishop Wool ley, in the 13 th ward, 
do not let these men with capital take 
all the shares, but let the poor have 
them. I say the same to the lith 
ward and to every ward in the city; 
and you bishops, tell the man who 
has five thousand or two thousand to 
put in, to stand back, he cannot have 
it [f your r.Mpitul is doubled every 
three months, it would make him 
rich too last, and he cannot have the 
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privilege ; we want the poor brethren 
and sisters to have the advantage of 
it. Do yon understand this, bishops 
and people ? 

The capitalists may say, " What 
are we to do with our means ?" Go 
and build factories and have one, 
two, or three thousand spindles going* 
Send for fifty, a hundred, or a thou- 
sand sheep and raise wool* Some of 
you go to raising flax and build a 
factory to manufacture it, and do not 
take every advantage and pocket 
every dollar that is to be made. You 
are rich, and I want to turn the 
stream so as to do good to the whole 
community. 

I am delighted every time I hear 
a company say, "We do not want 
your capital, we have plenty. 1 ' I 
know what to do with mine. I have 
been the means, in the hands of God, 
of starting every woollen and cotton 
factory there is in the Territory, and 
almost every carding machine* We 
are going to build a large factory at 
Provo. Some say we have not wool 
to carry on the business. Yes, we 
have, and we have plenty of capital. 
Suppose we send to the States and 
bay a hundred thousand or five hun- 
dred thousand pounds of wool; we 
are as well able to do it as others; or 
suppose we send to California or 
Oregon and buy fifty thousand pounds 
of wool, and ship it on the railroad 
and work it up. Will the people 
wear it ? Yes, just as quick as we 
get the women to tell their husbands 
to wear home-made instead of broad- 
cloth, they will do it I would not 
even wear out the cloth that has been 
given to me were it not that my 
wives and daughters want me. If 
they were to say, " Brother Brigham, 
wear your home-made, we like to see 
you in it," I would give away my 
broadcloth, but to please the dear 
creatures I wear almost anything. 
Only let us get the sisters into this 


mind, and home-made 6ioth!i:g will 
soon become the fashion throughout 
the Territory. I had a present sent 
me the other day of some home-made 
linen for a coat, and I calculate to 
wear it this summer. I wear my 
home-made a great deal, but I have 
not got it on to-day ; if I could only 
get mjr wives to say, " Brother Brig* 
ham, your home-made is very nice, 
and we should like to see yoti wear 
it," I should certainly wear it. 

When the first merchants came 
here I foresaw all that we have passed 
through, I knew the foundation 
was laid for the destruction of this 
people if they were fostered here, and 
I know so to-day. We have turned 
the current, and we are controlling 
it, and the sisters are helping us. 
Now, sisters, if you will continue to 
help us, and will trade with none but 
Latter-day Saints, j ust hold up your 
hands. [The vote was unanimous.] 
Now, I will tell you why we bother 
you women, though I acknowledge 
that if we did not go to see the 
women they would come and see u.s ; 
but we are so anxious to see you that 
we follow you up. But the reason 
why we are so anxious to have you 
sisters on our side in regard to these 
trading matters, is because we know 
if you will only say whom you will 
trade with and with whom you will 
not trade, that we shall follow 
yon. 

What I have been saying with re- 
gard to these ward co-operative stores 
doubling their capital once in three 
months, is for the encouragement of 
the poor, and to induce them to in- 
vest their little means and do some- 
thing for themselves. Here is the 
10th and the 5th and 6 th wards, 
which are looked upon as the poorest 
wards in the city, though I believe 
the bishop of the 3rd ward feels 
that his ward is the poorest in the 
city ; but I will venture to say that 


if these wards will each establish a 
store and concentrate their influence, 
they will double their capital every 
three months, I know that the 10th 
ward, which started with 700 dollars, 
three weeks afterwards had a thou- 
sand dollars worth of goods paid for 
and considerable money in the drawer. 
Think of that, in that poor little 
ward, though I will give it the praise 
of being one of the best wards in 
the city. It has one of the finest 
batlds of music in the city, and they 


make one of the best turn* outs when 
they exhibit themselves. 

I have talked long enough. I 
will turn again to my starting point. 
Let us have your money to bring 
home the poor Saints. I feel alsj 
to urge upon my brethren and sisters 
to observe every word that . the Lord 
speaks. Observe the counsd that 
leads to life, peace, glory and happi- 
ness, but do not observe that which 
leads to contention, ruin and destruc- 
tion. Amen. 
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It 'is a difficult undertaking to ad- 
dress this immense audience. If a 
man commences speaking loud, in a 
short time his voice gives out ; whereas, 
if he commence rather low, lie may 
raise his voice by decrees, and be 
able to sustain himself in '.pricing 
some length of time. But with 
children crying, a few persons whis- 
pering, and some shuffling their feet, 
it is indeed a difficult task to make 
an audience of ten thousand parsons 
hear, I have listened with pleasure 
to the instructions of our brethren 
from the commencement of our Con- 
ference to the present time. I have 
rejoiced in their testimonies. I have 
felt that the elders are improving in 
wisdom, in knowledge, in power, and 


in understanding; and I rejoice in 
the privilege, which we have at the 
present day, of sending out to our 
own country a few hundred of the 
elders who have had experience — 
who have lived in Israel long enough 
to know, to feel, and to realize the 
importance of the work in which 
they are engaged — to understand its 
principles and comprehend the way 
of life. They can bear testimony to 
a generation that has nearly grown 
from childhood since the death of the 
Prophet, Joseph Smith. 

The Lord said in relation to tho&e 
who have driven the Saints that He 
would visit "judgment, wrath, and 
indignation, wailing and aiguish, and 
gnashing of teeth upon their heads 
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unto the third and fourth generation, j 
so long as they repent not and hate 
me, saith the Lord your God." 

I am a native of Potsdam, St. 
Lawrence County, New York — u town j 
somewhat famous for its Jiterary in- 
stitutions, its learning and the re- 
ligion and morality of its inhabitants. 
I left there in my youth, with my ; 
father's family, because we had re- 
ceived the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as 
revealed through Joseph Smith ; and 
followed with the Saints through 
their drivings and trials unto the 
present day, 

I have never setn the occasion, nor 
let the opportunity slip, from the 
time when i first came to a know* 
ledge of the truth of the work of the 
Loid in the last ihtys, that I under- 
stood it was in my power to do good 
fur the advancement of this work, 
but what I have used my utmost 
endeavours to accomplish that good, 
I have never failed to bear a faithful 
testimony to the work of God, or to 
cany uut to all intents and purposes, 
the wishes and designs of the Prophet, 
Joseph Smith. I was his kinsman; 
whs familiar with him, though several 
years his junior; knew his views, 
his sentiments, his ways, his designs, 
and many of the thoughts of his heart, 

and I do kn that the servants of 

God, the Twelve Apostles, upon whom 
he laid the authority to bear off the 
Kingdom of God, and fulfil the work 
which he had commenced, have done 
according to his designs, in every 
particular, up to the present time, 
and are continuing to do so. And I 
know, furthermore, that he rejoiced 
iu the fact that the law of redemption 
and Celestial Marriage was revealed 
unto the Church in such a manner 
that it would be out of the power of 
earth and hell to destroy it; and that 
he rejoiced in the fact that the ser- 
Tants of God were ready prepared, 
having the keys to bear ofi the work 


he had commenced. Previous to my 
leaving Potsdam, there was but one 
man that I ever heard of in that 
town who did not believe the Bible. 
He proclaimed himself an atheist, 
and he drowned himself. 

The Latter-day Saints believe the 
Bible. An agent of the American 
Bible Society called on me the other 
day and wanted to know if we would 
aid the Society in circulating the 
Bible in our Territory? J replied 
yes, by all means, for it was the book 
from which we were enabled to set 
forth our doctrines, and especially the 
doctrine of plural marriage. 

There is an opinion in the breasts 
of many persons, who suppose that 
they believe the Bible, that Christ, 
when he came, did away with plural 
marriage, and that he inaugurated 
what is termed monogamy ; and there 
are certain arguments and quotations 
used to maintain this view of the 
subject, one of which is found in 
Pauls first epistle to Timothy (3 
chap, 2 v.), where Paul says: "A 
bishop should be blameless, the hus- 
band of one wife." The friends of 
monogamy render it in this way : 
" A bishop should be blameless, the 
husband of hut one wife" That 
would imply that any one but a 
bishop might have more. But they 
will say, 44 We mean a bishop should 
be blameless, the husband of one wife 
only." Well, that would also admit 
of the construction that other people 
might have more than one. I under- 
stand it to mean that a bishop must 
be a married man. 

A short time ago, the Minister 
from the King of Greece to the 
United States called on President 
Young, I inquired of him in rela- 
tion to the religion of his country, 
and asked him if the clergy were 
allowed to marry. It is generally 
understood that the Roman Catholic 
clergy are not allowed to marry. 
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How is it with the Greek clergy? 
"Well," said he, "all the clergy 
marry, except the bishop." I re- 
plied, "You render the saying of 
Paul differently from what we do. 
We interpret it to mean — a bishop 
should be blameless, the husband of 
one wife at hast" and u we construe 
it," said he, "directly the opposite." 

Now this passage does not prove 
that a man should have but one wife. 
It only proves that a bishop should 
be a married man. The same remark 
is marie of deacons, that they also 
should have wives. Another passage 
is brought up where the Saviour 
speaks of divorce. He tells ns that 
it is very wrong to divorce, and that 
Moses permitted it because of the 
hardness of their (the children of 
Israel's) hearts. A man should leave 
his father and his mother and cleave 
unto his wife, and they twain should 
be one flesh. That is the principal 
argument raised that a man should 
have but one wife. 

In the New Testament in various 
places, certain eminent men are re* 
f erred to as patterns of faith, purity, 
righteousness and piety. For instance, 
if you read the epistle of Paul to the 
Hebrews, the 11th chapter, you find 
therein selected those persons " who 
through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained pro- 
mises, stopped the months of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, put of weak- 
ness were made strong, waxed valiant 
in fight, turning to flight the armies 
of the aliens and it is said by 
faith Jacob blessed the two sons of 
Joseph, and that he conferred upon 
them a blessing to the uttermost 
bounds of the everlasting hills. Who 
was Joseph? Why, Joseph was the 
son of Rachel. And who was Rachel ? 
Rachel was the second wife of Jacob, 
a poly gam is t. Jacob had four wives, 
and after he had taken the second 


(Rachel), she, being barren, gave a 
third wife unto her husband that she 
might bear children unto him for 
her; and instead of being dis- 
pleased with her for giving her hus- 
band another wife, God heard her 
prayer, blessed her, worked a miracle 
in her favour by opening her womb, 
and she bore a son, and called his 
name Joseph, rejoicing in God, whom 
she testified would give her another 
son. The question now arises, were 
not Rachel and Jacob one flesh ? 
Yes. Leah and Jacob were also one 
flesh* Jacob is selected by the 
Apostle Paul as a pattern of faith for 
Christians to follow ; he blessed his 
twelve sons, whom lie had by four 
wives. The law of God, as it existed 
in those days, and as laid down in 
this book (the Bible) makes a child 
born of adultery or of fornication a 
bastard; and the same is prohibited 
from entering into the congregation 
of the Lord unto the tenth generation. 

Now, instead of God's blessing 
Rachel and Jacob and their off- 
spring, as we are told He did, we 
might have expected something en- 
tirely different, had it not been that 
God was pleased with and approbated 
and sustained a plurality of wives. 

While we are considering this sub- 
ject, we will inquire, did the Saviour 
in any place that we can read of, in 
the course of his mission on the earth, 
denounce a plurality of wives ? He 
lived in a nation of Jews; the law of 
Moses was in force, plurality of wives 
was the custom, and thousands upon 
thousands of people, from the highest 
to the lowest in the land, were poly- 
gamists. The Saviour denounced 
adultery; he denounced fornicatioa; 
he denounced lust; also divorce; but 
is there a single sentence asserting 
that plurality of wives is wrong? If 
so, where is it? Who can find it? 
Why did he not say it was wrong ? 
" Think not " said he, " that I am 
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come to destroy the law or the Pro- 
phets. I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfil. Not one jot or one 
tittle shall pass from the law and the 
Prophets ; but all shall be fulfilled." 
Of what does the Saviour speak when 
he refers to "the law?" Why, of 
the Ten Commandments, and other 
rules of life commanded by God and 
adopted by the ancients, and which 
Brother Pratt referred to jester day, 
showing you from the sacred book 
that God legislated and made laws 
for the protection of a plurality of 
wives (Exod, 21. 10), and that He 
commanded men to take a plurality 
under some circumstances. Brother 
Pratt further showed that the Lord 
made arrangements to protect to all 
intents and purposes the interests of 
the first wife ; and to shield and pro- 
tect the children of a wife from dis- 
inheritance who might be unfortunate 
enough not to have the affect ions of 
her husband. (Deut 21. 15.) These 
things were plainly written in the 
law — that law of which the Saviour 
says, "Not one jot or one tittle shall 
pass away," Continuing our inquiry, 
we pass on to the epistles of John 
the Evangelist, which we 6nd in the 
Book of Revelations, written to the 
seven churches of Asia. In them we 
find the Evangelist denounces adul- 
tery, fornication, and all manner of 
iniquities and abominations of which 
these churches were guilty. Any- 
thing against a plurality of wives? 
No, not a syllable. Yet those churches 
were in a country in which plurality 
was the custom. Hundreds of Saints 
had more wives than one; and if it 
had been wrong, what would have 
been the result? Why, John would 
have denounced the practice, the 
same as the children of Israel were 
denounced for marrying heathen 
wives, had it not been that the law 
of plurality was the command men t 
of God. 


Again, on this point, we can refer 
to the Prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment — Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
others. When God called those men 
He warned them that if they did not 
deliver the message to the people 
which He gave them concerning their 
sins and iniquities that His vengeance 
should rest upon their heads. These 
are His words to Ezekiel, "Son of 
man, I have made thee a watchman 
nnto the house of Israel, therefore 
hear the word at my mouth and give 
them warning from me. When I say 
unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die, 
and thou givest him not warning nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way to save his life, the same 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity 
but his blood will I require at thine 
hand; yet if thou warn the wicked 
and he turn not from his wickedness 
nor from his wicked way, be shall die 
in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered 
thy soul." (Ezek. 3, 17, 18, 19.) How 
do we find these Prophets of the Lord 
fulfilling the commandments of the 
Almighty? We find them pouring 
out denunciations upon the heads of 
the people — against adultery, forni- 
cation, and every species of wicked- 
ness. All this } too, in a country 
in which, from the King down to the 
lowest orders of the people, a plu- 
rality of wives was practiced. Do 
they sny anything against plurality 
of wives? Not one word. It was 
only in cases where men and women 
took improper liceme with each other, 
in violation of the holy law of mar- 
riage, that they were guilty of sin. 

If plurality of wives had been a 
violation of the seventh command- 
ment those prophets would have de- 
nounced it, otherwise their silence on 
the matter would have been dangerous 
to themselves, inasmuch as the blood 
of the people would have been re- 
quired at their hands. The oppossrs 
of Celestial Marriage sometimei quott 
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a passage in the seventh chapter of 
Romans, second and third verses, to 
show that a plurality of wives is 
wrong ; bat when we come to read 
the passage it shows that a plurality 
of httsbauds is wrong. You can read 
that passage for yourselves. In the 
forcible parable used by the Saviour 
in relation to the rich man and Laza- 
rus, we find recorded that the poor 
man Lazarus was carried to Abra- 
ham's bosom — Abraham the father 
of the faithful. The rich man calls 
unto Father Abraham to send Laza- 
rus, who is afar off Who was Abra- 
ham ? He was a man who had a 
plurality of wives. And yet all good 
Christians, even pious church dea- 
cons, expect when they die to go to 
Abraham's bosom. I ain sorry to 
say, however, that thousands of them 
will be disappointed, from the fact 
that they cannot and will not go 
where any one has a plurality uf 
wives; and I am convinced that 
Abraham will not torn out his own 
wives to receive such unbelievers in 
God's law. One peculiarity of this 
parable is the answer of Abraham 
to the application of the rich man, 
to send Lazarus to his five brothers 
"lest they come into this place of 
torment," which was — "they have 
Moses and the prophets, let them 
hear themj and if they hear not 
Moses and the prophets neither would 
they be persuaded though one rose 
from the dead." Moses' law provided 
for a plurality of wives, and the pro- 
phets observed that law, and Isaiah 
predicts its observance even down to 
the latter days. Isaiah, in his 4th 
chap, and 1st and 2nd verses, says, 
" Seven women shall take ho d of 
one man, saying, we will eat onr own 
bread and wear our own apparel, only 
let us be called by thy name to take 
away our reproach. In that day 
shall the branch of the Lord be beau- 


tiful and glorious and the fruit of the 
earth shall be excellent." 

A reference to the Scriptures shows 
that the reproach of women was to 
be barren, Gen, 30 chap, and 23 v. ; 
Luke 1st chap, and 25 v. 

We will now refer to John the 
Baptist* He came as a fore- runner 
of Christ. He was a lineal descendant 
of the house of Levi. His father was 
a priest. John the Baptist was a 
child born by miracle, God having 
revealed to his father that Elizabeth 
who had been many years barren 
should bear a son, John feared not 
the world, but went forth preaching 
in the wilderness of Judea, declaim- 
ing against wickedness and corrup- 
tion in the boldest terms. He preached 
against extortion; against the cruelty 
exercised by soldiers and tax gatherers. 
He even was so bold as to rebuke the 
king on his throne, to his face, for 
adultery. Did he sny anything 
against a plurality of wives? No; 
it cannot be found. Yet thousands 
were believers in and practised this 
order of marriage, under the law of 
Moses that God had revealed. 

In bringing this subject before 
you, we cannot help saying that God 
knew what was best for His people. 
Hence He commanded them as He 
would have them act. The law regu- 
lating marriage previous to Moses, 
recognized a plurality of wives* 
Abraham and Jacob and others had 
a plurality. These are the men who 
are referred to in Scripture as pat- 
terns of piety and purity. David 
had many wives. The Scripture 
says that David did that which was 
right in the eyes of the Lord and 
turned not aside from anything that 
lie commanded him all the days of 
his life, save in the matter of Uriah 
the Hittite, 1 Kings 15th chap, 5 v. 
** I have found David the son ot Jesse, 
a man after mine own heart which 


shall fiilfil all my will. Of this man's 
seed hath God, according to His 
promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, 
Jesus " Acts 13th chap. 22nd and 23rd 
verses. Did David sin in taking so 
many wives ? No. In what, then, 
did his sin consist? It was because 
he took the wife of Uriah, the Hit- 
tite — that is, violated the law of 
God in taking her- The Lord had 
given him the wives of Saul and 
would have given him many more ; 
but he had no right to take one who 
belonged to another. When he did 
so the curse of adultery fell upon his 
head, and his wives were taken from 
him and given to another. We will 
now Inquire in relation to the Saviour 
himself. From whom did he descend ? 
From the house of David a poly- 
garni st ; and if you will trace the 
names of the families through which 
he descended yon will find that num- 
bers of them had a plurality of 
wives. How appropriate it would 
have been for Jesus, descending as 
he did from a race of polyga mists, to 
have denounced this institution of 
plural marriage and shown its sin- 
fulness, hud it been a sin! Can we 
suppose, for on* moment, if Patri- 
archal marriage were wroyg, that He 
would, under the circumstances, have 
been silent concerning it or failed to 
denounce it in the most positive 
manner ? Then if plural marriage 
be adultery and the offspring spu- 
rious, Christ Jesus is not the Christ; 
and we must look for another. 

All good Christians are flattering 
themselves with the hope that they 
will finally enter the gates of the 
New Jerusalem. I presume this is 
the hope of all denominations— Catho- 


lics, Protestants, Greeks and all who 
believe in the Bible. Suppose they 
go there, what will they find ? They 
will find at the twelve gates twelve 
angels, and " names written thereon, 
which are the names of the twelve 
tribes of the children of Israel." 
The names of the twelve sons of 
Jacob, the polygamist Can a mo- 
nogamist enter there? "And the 
walls of the city had twelve founda- 
tions, and in them the names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb;" and at 
the gates the names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel — from the twelve 
sons of the four wives of Jacob. 
Those who denounce Patriarchal 
Marriage wjll have to stay without 
and never walk the golden streets. 
And any man or woman that lifts 
his or her voice to proclaim against 
a plurality of wives, under the Go- 
vernment of God, will have to seek 
an inheritance outside of that city. 
For "there shall in no wise enter 
into it, anything that dcfiletb, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination or 
maketh a lie, for without are sorcer- 
ers, whoremongers, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie** Is not the 
man that denounces Celestial Mar- 
riage a liar? Does he not work 
abomination? "I Jesus have sent 
mine Angel to testify unto you these 
things in the churches. I am the 
root and the offspring of (the poly- 
gamist) David, the bright and the 
morning star." 

May God enaHe us to keep His 
law, for " blessed are they that do 
His commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life and 
may enter in through the gate into 
the city." Amen. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE Q. CANNON, 
Delivered in the Tabernacle, Sait Lake City, December 5, 1869, 

(Reported by John G-rimsliaw.) 

THE RIGHT AND AUTHORITY OF PRESIDENT BRIG 1 1 AM YOUNG. 


I desire to road, this afternoon, a 

portion of two revelations, which 

were given to the Prophet, Joseph 

Smith, in February, 1831. The first 

is paragraph 4 of section XIII : 

"Again I say unto yon, that it 

shall not be given to any one to go 

forth to preach my Gospel or to build 

up my Church, except he be ordained 

by some one who has authority, and 

it is known to the Church that he 

has authority, and has been regularly 

ordained by the heads of the Church/' 

Alsu paragraphs 1 and 2 of section 
XIV: 

" 0, hearken ye elders of My 
Church, and give an ear to the words 
which I shall speak unto you; for 
behold, verily, verily, I say unto you, 
thatye have received a commandment 
for a law unto my Church, through 
him whom I have appointed unto 
you, to receive commandments and 
revelations from my hand. And this 
ye shall know assuredly that there is 
none other appointed unto you to 
receive commandments and revela- 
tions until he be taken, if he abide 
in me. 

" But verily, verily, I say unto you, 
that none else shall be appointed unto 
this gift except it be through him, 
for if it be taken from him, he shall 
not have power except to appoint 
another in his stead ; and this shall 
be a law unto you, that ye receive 
not the teachings of any one that 
shall come before yon aa revelations 


or commandments ; and this I give 
unto yon that you may not he de- 
ceived, that yon may know they are 
not of me. For verily I s;iy unto 
you, that he that is ordained, of me 
shall come in at the gale and be 
ordained as I hare told you before, 
to teach those revelations which jou 
have received, and shall receive 
through him whom I have appointed," 
It is a good thing for us, as a 
people, to let our minds dwell upan 
the principles which God our Ilea- 
venly Father has given unto us by 
revelation in this, as well ns in pre- 
ceding ages* The Lord, in His 
goodness and mercy unto His chil- 
dren, has not left them in ignorance 
concerning the plan of salvation, nor 
the manner in which He intends His 
Church to be built up. He has 
revealed unto us many principles for 
our guidance, and they are essen- 
tially necessary to enable us to grow 
and increase in the things of His 
kingdom ; for in these days, as well 
as in preceding days, as the apostle 
has said, there are many spirits gone 
forth into the world and there are 
many influences brought to bear 
upon the minds of the children of 
men. There are many creeds, doc- 
trines, and views propagated indus- 
triously by those who entertain them, 
and unless we cling to the truth and 
pursue the path which our Heavenly 
Father desires His children to walk 
in, with all our claims, and the 
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promises which have been made unto 
us, we are as liable to go astray as 
any other people. If we treat these 
things as matters of no importance, 
and are careless and negligent in 
relation to that which we believe, 
and to those whom wc follow, we are 
sure to err. 

There are some principles which 
have become firmly rooted in the 
minds of the Latter-day Saints. It 
is a difficult thing to cause them to 
doubt in relation to faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, repentance of sin, bap- 
tism for the remission of sins and the 
laying on of hands for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. These principles seem 
to be clearly understood, and in them 
the people are apparently fully indoc- 
trinated ; and though men may deny 
the faith, in one sense, and turn away 
from the path of righteousness, and 
dissolve their connection with the 
Church, yet they will cling, in mast 
instances, to what we term the first 
principles of the Gospel of Christ j 
and it is a very rare thing to see 
those who have been members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints turning away and joining what 
we call sectarian churches. If they 
leave this Church, it is an exceedingly 
difficult thinjj for them to connect 
themselves with other denominations, 
because the Scriptures are so familiar 
to them, the principles contained 
therein are so plain to their under- 
standing that, unless there is some 
speculation, some mercenary or other 
end to be gained by their alliance 
with people of other creeds, they are 
very apt to stand aloof; that is, where 
they have a thorough understanding 
of the principles of the Gospel. 

But there are other principles more 
advanced with which the people are 
not so familiar, and of this the adver* 
sary seeks to take advantage; and 
when men deny the faith, they are 
apt to deny these principles; and 


when 'they get into the dark, there 
is probably no point upon which they 
differ more frequently than that 
which relates to the authority that is 
exercised in presiding. This is a 
point that the adversary always aims 
at. I suppose it was so in ancient 
days. We read of false prophets 
then, and also of men turning away ; 
and there is no doubt but what the 
rock upon which they split was the 
question of the right and authority 
of those presiding over them. 

It seems as though the adversary, 
in the day in which we live, seeks, 
by every means in his power, to un- 
dermine the influence and the autho- 
rity of the man whom God has called 
to preside over His people. If you 
will observe, you may perceive in 
what direction the shafts of the ad- 
versary are aimed. In the days of 
Joseph, he was the man against 
whom al] the enemies of truth 
hurled their malicious shots; his life 
was sought, his character assailed, 
and his influence was decried. He 
was the target at which every arrow 
of calumny and hatred was aimed, 
and the man to whom all eyes were 
directed. He was held up before 
men as an object worthy only of 
their hatred and derision, to be 
scoffed at, despised and killed. 

Bid anybody hear then of others 
who are now prominent ? Yes. Pre- 
sident Young's name was talked 
about, but not as at present ; but 
Joseph's name occupied every tongue. 
His deeds, or rather his misdeeds, as 
his enemies were pleased to call them , 
occupied every one's attention. His 
i actions were scrutinized and misre- 
presented, and everything pertaining 
to him was made the subject of com- 
ment and reproach. It was the case 
from the hour that he received the 
plates of the Book of Mormon, until 
the day of his death. All those 
who were members of the Church 
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daring his lifetime can bear testimony 
to this. Other elders were compara- 
tively lost sight of; they were merely 
looked upon as satellites. He was 
the great object of suspicion. His 
name was the watch-word of the foes 
of the Kingdom of God \ and mobs 
banded themselves together in unholy 
compacts, in order that they might 
brine: to pass his overthrow and shed 
his blood , imagining that, if they 
could only kill him, this work, which 
men call 4 *Mor monism," would crum- 
ble to pieces, because there would 
not be cohesiveness enough in the 
system to hold it together after the 
master-mind had disappeared. But 
no sooner did he pass away than all 
this hatred, all the derision, ani- 
mosity, calumny and slander, which 
had been directed to Joseph, was 
transferred to Brigham Young, and 
he was made the object of vitupera- 
tion, and the target at which every 
wicked man should shoot. His deeds 
and character were paraded abroad, 
and everything pertaining to him was 
cauvassed and held up, in many in- 
stances, to public scorn and ridicule. 
Such has continued to be the case 
from the days of the Prophet Joseph 
up to the present time. 

There were others during Joseph's 
day, who professed to have the autho- 
rity which he possessed, or, as they 
said, which he had once possessed. 
At one time, in the early days of the 
Church, there was a number of elders, 
among whom were some of the 
Twelve Apostles and one or two of 
the First Presidency, who banded 
themselves together and declared 
that Joseph was a fallen prophet, 
that he had taught correct doctrines, 
that he had been the instrument in 
the hands of God, of revealing the 
troth and of bringing forth the Book 
of Mormon, restoring the holy Priest- 
hood and of organizing the Church ; 
but that he had fallen. The doctrines 


which he had first taught were cor- 
rect, they said, and the position 
which he first assumed was acceptable 
in the sight of God ; but through 
some cause, he had strayed from the 
path and had become a fallen prophet. 
Said they, " We now have the right 
and the authority which he once had. 
We have the right to organize the 
Saints, to build up the Church and 
carry out the work of which Joseph 
was the founder, but which, through 
transgression, he has forfeited the 
right to lead/' 

There was one peculiarity, however, 
connected with these pretenders, 
which distinguished their course from 
that pursued by Joseph, Instead of 
being the subject of all the evil 
remarks, all the calumny, all the 
hatred, slander, bloodthirstiness and 
denunciations applied to the Prophet 
Joseph, singular to state, when you 
take into consideration the preten- 
sions of those men, the wicked hailed 
them as brethren, consorted with 
them, became very brotherly, very 
fraternal, and looked upon them as 
very good, clever fellows. But the 
hatred towards Joseph did not di- 
minish, in fact their conduct only 
tended to increase it and to make 
his life and his every deed more 
odious in their estimation, and in the 
estimation of those to whom they 
published his deeds. This was also 
a peculiarity which attended all who 
aimed to lead tho Church without 
having the authority so to do. 

At Joseph's death a crop of these 
pretenders sprang up. There was 
Sidney Rigdon, who contended that 
he had the right to lead the people. 
The Church was fourteen years of 
age, he said, and it had the right to 
choose a guardian, to lead the people, 
and conduct its affairs as its President, 
and he would be that guardian. 
James J, Strang also aimed at the 
same object He had angels, he said, 
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to visit him ; I do not know but be 
told the names of the angels; but, if 
my memory serves me right, he af- 
firmed that Joseph appeared to him, 
blessed him and bestowed upon him 
the keys and the authority. He also 
showed a letter bearing the postmark 
of Nauvoo, which he pretended had 
been written by Joseph, giving him 
(Strang) the authority to p reside over 
the Church, in the event of anything 
happening to him. Others stood np 
in a similar manner: John E. Page, 
Lyman Wight, William Smith, and 
afterwards, Charles Thompson, 

All these men arose, claiming that 
it was their right and privilege, by 
ordination or by special appointment, 
to take charge of the Church. But 
the Church then, as on many occa- 
sions previously and since that time, 
was able, through the light which its 
members possessed, to discriminate 
between the voice of the true and 
false shepherd. Still this peculiarity 
— being hailed as brethren by the 
wicked, characterized them in Nau- 
voo, as their predecessors in New 
Yor!?, Kirtland and Missouri. In- 
stead of being hated and calumniated, 
and men seeking their lives and per- 
secuting them, they were hailed with 
seeming pleasure and satisfaction. 
3 [en hade them " God speed n and 
urged them forward to claim the 
rights they called their own. But 
against Brigham Young, our Presi- 
dent, the old feeling of animosity, 
that had been entertained against 
Joseph, existed with as great bitter, 
ness and intensity in the minds of 
the enemies of the Kingdom of God 
as it had existed during the lifetime 
of Joseph against him. 

President Young, according to the 
statements of the wicked, re-enacted 
all the evil deeds, as they were 
termed, that had been attributed to 
Joseph, and for which they killed 
him. tfrigham became the inheritor 


[ of all that animosity and hatred that 
had been manifested towards Joseph 
during his lifetime ; and wlien Joseph 
slept in a bloody grave, the enemies 

I of the Church turned their attention 
to Brigham Young, his legal suc- 
cessor. 

If the Saints had wanted evidence 
in relatisn to who was the right man 
and who had the authority, the very 
fact that the world hated, reviled and 
persecuted Brigham should have been 
sufficient evidence that he was taking 
the path which Joseph had trod, and 
that his course was pleasing in the 
sight of Heaven, and consequently 
hateful in the s'ght of hell. 

There are rules, my brethren, which 
were given in the early days of the 
Church, respecting the Presidency of 
the Church, In the revelation which 
I have just read in your hearing, the 
Lord plainly sets forth to the Church 
what course He would have it take 
in relation to the keys that had been 
bestowed by Peter, James and John 
upon Joseph; and that we may not 
be deceived He gives this rule: 

"But verily, verily, I say unto you^ 
that none else shall be appointed unto 
this gift except it be through him, for 
if it be taken from him, he shall not 
have power except to appoint another 
in his stead ; and this shall bs a law 
unto you, that ye receive not the 
teachings of any that shall come 
before you as revelations or command- 
i ments ; and this I give unto you that 
> you may not be deceived, that yon 
may know they are not of me. For 
verily I say unto you, that he that is 
ordained of me shall come in at the 
gate and be ordained as I have told 
you before, to teach those revelations 
which you have received, and shall 
1 receive through him whom I have 
appointed. 1 ' 

The Lord here made express pro- 
visions as to who should hold the 
kejs of the kingdom, and how those 
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keys should bt held, and the manner 
in which the authority should be 
exercised. Men have pretended that 
angels have visited them, and that, 
in consequence they must have 
authority. This was the pretence 
made by James J. Strang. But he 
did not understand tbat the oracles 
had been given through Joseph, ac- 
cording to the revelation given in 
March, 1833, to the Church. Others 
had also had the keys given unto 
them to enable them to exercise the 
power and authority which Joseph 
held. Now we may come to this 
conclusion; that God, having once 
bestowed the keys of the holy Priest- 
hood on man here on the earth for ■ 
the up-building of His Church, will 
never take them .from the man or 
men who hold them and authorize 
others to bestow them. If yon will 
read the history of the Church from 
the beginning, you will find that 
Joseph was visited by various an- 1 
gelic beings, but not one of them 
professed to give him the keys until 
John the Baptist came to him, Mo- 
roni, who held the keys of the record 
of the stick of Ephraim, visited Jo- 
seph; he bad doubtless, also, visits 
from Nephi and it may be from Alma 
and others, but though they came 
and had authority, holding the au- 
thority of the Priesthood, we have 
no account of their ordaining him, 
neither did Joseph ever profess, be- 
cause of the ministration of these 
angels, to have authority to adminis- 
ter in any of the ordinances of the 
Kingdom of God, He never bap- 
tized anybody, nor attempted to lay 
OH hands for the reception of the 
Holy Ghost; and, in fact, he never 
attempted, that we have any account 
of, to exercise any of the functions 
of the holy Priesthood. He was a 
prophet, it is true, but a man may be 
a prophet and yet not have authority 
to administer in the Priesthood . The 


prophetic gift, to some extent, is 
distinct from the Priesthood. Joseph 
had received the prophetic gift and 
he exercised it and he acted as such 
prior to his ordination* But when 
the timo came for him to be baptized, 
1 then a man who held the keys of that 
Priesthood came to him and laid his 
hands upon Joseph's head, and upon 
Oliver Cowdery, and set them apart, 
and gave them authority to officiate 
in the Aaronic Priesthood, whick 
Priesthood held the keys of baptism 
and so forth. 

John had the right to baptize when 
he was upon the earth; he held the 
keys of that Priesthood. He bap- 
tized Jesus by virtue of the Priesthood 
which he held ; and those keys had 
not been taken from him. At the 
time when Joseph Smith was ordained, 
| there was no man on the face of the 
earth that held the keys of the Priest- 
| hood^atid the authority to ordain him. 
If there had been a man in the Greek, 
Roman, Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Baptist, Episcopal or any ether 
church extant ppon the face of the 
earth, who had the keys of the Priest- 
hood, Joseph Smith would not have 
been ordained by an angel, because 
the keys would have been here and 
been bestowed by the man who held 
them. But you might have searched 
from pole to pole and traversed the 
1 wide expanse of the earth from con- 
tinent to continent, and visited all the 
nations of the earth and enquired of 
them if there was a man in their 
midst who had the keys of the holy 
Priesthood and who claimed the au- 
thority which was exercised in olden 
tiraod by Petoc, James and John, and 
the rest of the servants of God ; but 
you w(juld have heard no response in 
the affirmative. None would have 
stood up and said, " I have this au- 
thority." Throughout Christendom, 
throughout the entire Mahomcdan 
i and Pagan world, you could not have 
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found a man who professed to have 
this authority. No; it had been 
driven from the midst of mankind 
by the violence of wicked men, who 
shed the blood of those who held 
those keys and that authority; and 
it had gone back to God who gave 
it, and dwelt there ; for the men who 
held it dwelt in the presence of the 
Almighty* 

Hence, when Joseph Smith de- 
sired baptism, though angels had 
visited him and had ministered unto 
him, though ho had heard the voice 
of God and Jesus Christ, though he 
had been called to be a prophet, he 
had not the right and the authority 
to go forth and administer the ordi- 
nances of baptism, neither had any 
living soul, to do it legitimately. It 
was necessary that he should be or- 
dained; it was necessary that those 
keys should be restored; and hence 
how proper it was that John, who held 
the keys and had been beheaded by a 
wicked king, should come and restore 
them? Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery testified that John came and 
laid hig hands upon their heads and 
bestowed upon them the power and 
authority to administer in the holy 
ordinances of the Gospel. 

When they were baptized, and had ' 
received the authority to administer 
in that ordinance they did not attempt 
to lay on hands for the reception of , 
the Holy Ghost ; that was a separate 
and distinct power from the Aaronic 
Priesthood. John says, in the 3rd 
chapter of Matthew, 11th verse, "I 
indeed baptize you with water unto 
repentance; but He that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear, He ' 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire/' 

John did not profess to have the j 
authority to lay on hands for the re- 
ception of the Holy Ghost, We read 
in no part of the Scriptures of his 
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exercising any such authority. He 
had the authority to baptize, the 
power which pertained unto his 
Priesthood, being a descendant of 
Aaron, and baptism was one of the 
ordinances which pertained to the 
Aaron ic Priesthood ; but he had not 
the right to lay on hands for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost. It 
was necessary that that authority 
should be conferred ; but who held 
that power in ancient days? Why, 
Peter, James and John, who had 
been ordained by Jesus to the Mel- 
chisedec Priesthood, or the Priest- 
hood after the order of Mekhisedcc, 
find having exercised that authority 
while on the earth in the flesh, they 
came bearing the keys of that Mel- 
chizedec Priesthood, and hud their 
hands upon Joseph Smith and or- 
dained him to the power which he 
subsequently held, as the President 
or head of this great and last dis- 
pensation of the fullness of times. 
By virtue of those keys he was em- 
powered to lay hands on those who 
were baptized in the name of Jesus, 
by legal authority, and to confirm 
upon their heads — upon the heads of 
the honest in heart — the blessings of 
the Gospel, and by virtue of these 
keys they had the right to build up 
the Church of God in all its ancient 
purity and glory, and to preach the 
Gospel in its fullness, with its gifts 
and blessings, and to send men 
abroad as ministers of life and salva- 
tion to the nations of the world, the 
same as Peter and those associated 
with him. Said Jesus, "Thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my Church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. And I 
will give unto thee the keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in Heaven; and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in Heaven " Peter therefore 
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held those keys. What wonderful 
consistency on the part of the Lord, 
that He should descend from Heaven 
and confer those keys on men here 
on the earth! su«_ t r ^- yi 

There are men who say that Joseph 
was an unlearned impostor; but how 
strange it is that, if an impostor, he 
should take the exact coarse, esta- 
blished in the economy of Heaven for 
the salvation of mankind ; and that 
he should claim the authority, through 
the administration — first of John 
the Baptist, and then of Peter, 
James and John, the apostles. 

The keys of this Priesthood were 
bestowed never more to be taken from 
the earth; hence, in the revelation I 
have read, provision was made by 
tbe Lord that Joseph, in case he should 
fall, should ordain another in his stead, 
and he should have authority only to 
lay hands on and set apart some one 
to act in his place, in case he should 
prove unworthy. Thus, even from 
the beginning, the Lord seems to have 
held constantly before him the possi- 
bility of his falling away. He was a 
young man, and like every man, he 
was apt to get lifted up in the pride 
of his heart; therefore, God reminded 
him that he only held the keys as 
long as he should be faithful to the 
truth. But in a subsequent revela- 
tion, the Lord informed him that he 
should hold the keys in this life and 
in the life to come, and they should 
never b3 taken from hira. 

By virtue of the ordination he re- 
ceived, Joseph had the right and the 
authority to confer this Priesthood 
upon others* He called twelve Apos- 
tles, and they were ordained under 
his authority by the direction of the 
Lord, and those twelve were endowed 
with the keys* Previous to his death, 
the Prophet Joseph manifested great 
anxiety to see the temple completed, 
as most of you who were with the 
Church during his day, well know* 
No* 4* 


m Hurry up the work, brethren," he 
used to say, " let us finish the tem- 
ple; the Lord has a great endowment 
in store for you, and I am anxious 
that the brethren should have their 
endowments and receive the fullness 
of the Priesthood. " He urgad the 
Saints forward continually, preaching 
unto them the importance of com- 
pleting that building, so that therein 
the ordinances of life and salvation 
might be administered to the whole 
people, but especially to the quorums 
of the holy Priesthood ; 11 then," said 
he, *' the Kingdom will be established, 
and I do not care what shall become 
of mc" r r 

These were his expressions oft re- 
peated in the congregations of the 
Saints, telling the brethren and sisters 
of the Church, and the world that he 
rolled the Kingdom on to the Twelve, 
and they would have to round up 
their shoulders and bear it off, as he 
was going to rest for awhile, and 
many other expressions of a like 
nature, the full meaning of which 
the Saints did not realize at the time. 

Prior to the completion of the 
Temple, he took the Twelve and cer- 
tain other men, who were chosen, and 
bestowed upon them a holy anointing, 
similar to that which was received on 
the day of Pentecost by the Twelve, 
who had been told to tarry at Je- 
rusalem. This endowment was be* 
stowed upon the chosen few whom 
Joseph anointed and ordained, giving 
unto them the keys of the holy 
Priesthood, the power and authority 
which he himself held, to build up 
the Kingdom of God in all the earth 
and accomplish the great purposes 
of our Heavenly rather; and it \yas 
by virtue of this authority, on the 
death of Joseph, that President You ng r 
as President of the quorum of the 
Twelve, presided ovtr the Church. 

The enemies of the work of God 
had done their worst in murdering 
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the Prophet in cold blood, and they r 
supposed that in killing him and * 
taking him away their actions 
would prove a death-knell to what 
they called " Mormonism;" bat they 
little knew or understood that God 
had left the same power on the earth 
which Joseph wielded with such po- 
tent effect The reins had been 
transferred to others, who were pre* 
pared to wield that power, and to 
step forward and take the responsi- 
bility upon them of carrying forward 
the work of God. Hence, there was 
no diminution of hatred, slander and 
persecution on the part of mobs and 
those who wished to shed the blood 
of the Saints. 

After the death of Joseph, while 
the Twelve were in the E ist, there 
was seemingly a slight relaxation of 
bitterness towards the Saints, on the 
part of the enemies of truth; but it 
was only for a few days. When the 
Twelve returned, and it was found 
that the same power which Joseph 
had held still existed, persecutions on 
the part of mobs recommenced with 
renewed vigor and bitterness, and 
they swore out several charges aguinst 
the brethren of the Twelve. So warm 
did this persecution become, that the 
houses of President Young and his 
brethren had to be guarded, and each 
had to take care of himself, as his 
blood, and particularly President 
Young's, was sought with just as 
great eagerness and b)ood-thirstiness 
as Joseph's had previously been. This 
ought to have been an evidence as to 
who held the authority. 

When the Saints were driven from 
Nauvoo and were told that it was the 
will of God that we should forsake 
the land of our inheritance and take 
our journey across the Mississippi 
and through the then Territory of 
Iowa into the far distant West, every 
Latter-day Saint in the land, who 
had the Spirit of God, knew the voice 


of the true shepherd, and those who 
were in the East made preparations, 
some to go round by sea and some to 
go by land, and join the camp of 
Israel on its westward march. The 
land to which we were hastening was 
new and unknown to us. The masses 
of the people did not know whether 
it would be in the wilds of the desert, 
on the tops of the mountains or in 
some place that would be delightful 
for man's habitation* These were 
subjects that did not concern the peo- 
ple who were thus called to forsake 
their homes. The Saints sold what 
they could, which, however, was very 
little indeed, for their enemies took 
possession of their property, and they 
started westward, following the man 
whom God had chosen, and whom 
they recognized as God's anointed. 

There were those who went back 
to Pittsburg with Sidney Rigdon, 
and to Voree, Wisconsin, with Strang; 
and also those who tarried in Nauvoo 
with Wm. Smith and John E. Page, 
There were others who followed 
Thompson and other pretenders; but 
the main body of the Saints were not 
to be deceived by these pretended 
shepherds. They knew the voice of 
him whom God had chosen, and fol- 
lowed him, confident that they would 
be led aright and brought to a place 
of safety; and though they were in 
deep poverty, and it seemed as though 
the prince of the power of the air had 
exerted all bis malignity to make 
their travel difficult, the land being 
deluged with water; yet they did not 
faint by the wayside, for God was 
with them, His angels were round 
about them, and His Spirit was poured 
out upon them, and they had a testi- 
mony which gave them the convic- 
tion that they were in the right path; 
and when history records that won- 
derful deliverance and march, it will 
be a matter of the utmost surprise 
and wonder to posterity that it was 
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ever accomplished, and that the peo- ! 
pie of the world, in seeing it, were 
Dot smitten with a conviction of the 
truth of the work, and of the divine 
authority of the Priesthood which 
led the people in a pathway of safety, 
through the wilderness, at that time. 
The songs of Ztou ascended from the 
camps of Israel and peace brooded 
over the people. Barefooted, and in 
many instances hungry, they travelled 
on with their faces westward, their 
faith failing notj for, as I have said, 
the angels of God were round about 
them and His spirit was upon them ; 
and at no period of their history was 
the power of God more exhibited 
than during that trying time when 
God led His servant to this then wild 
and forbidding region. 

Since we have been here, He has 
blessed us as a people* lie has spread 
us abroad, and caused us to extend 
North and South, and His peace and 
blessing have attended the labors 
and the administration of the elders 
in our midst. The keys of the Priest- 
hood have been fully honored, not 
by man alone, but they have been 
honored by God ; and the exercise of 
that authority which God bestowed 
on Joseph Smith by the ministration 
of holy angel*, has been a blessing to 
many thousands in this land. We 
have had peace, we have had good 
government, and tho songs and pray- 
ers of the Saints have ascended up 
from their habitations unto the Most 
High God, and Heaven has been 
moved in our behalf, to bless and pre- 
serve us and give us victory and de- : 
liveranco in every time of trouble; 
and when we have been threatened 
with any difficulty or calamity, God 
has always overruled and controlled 
it, for our good and for the salvation 
of His people. Is it any wonder, 
then, that Latter-day Saints should 
have confidence in the man whom 
God has chosen ? Many men wonder I 


and say, " You Latter-day Saints are 
bowed down in tyranny and are groan* 
ing under despotism. Why are you 
not free to exercise your liberty ? Why 
don't you do as you please ? Why 
do you always do as your prophet and 
leader tells you: 1 ' Because we have 
proved during twenty- five long years, 
that God has blessed him in every- 
thing he has told us to do, and we 
have been blessed of God in carrying 
out his counsels. When we have 
prayed to the Almighty to give us 
wisdom and humility to obey the 
counsels of His servant, He has gi ven 
unto us His Holy Spirit and witnessed 
unto our hearts that this course was 
pleasing and acceptable in His sight 
Rebel against him and his authority ! 
as well might wo rebel against Jehovah 
Himself, or against Je^us I Not that 
President Young is to be worshipped, 
not that Joseph Snath was to be 
worshipped, not that Peter or Moses 
was to be worshipped. There is a 
difference between obedience and 
idolatry, or worship. There is a 
difference between submission to the 
will of God — at least, I can perceive 
a difference — and obeying God's coun* 
sels through a man, and idolizing the 
man himself, and we have petetuved 
this difference. 

God chooses men as guardims and 
shepherds over His people. We are 
all of one great family; we are all the 
children of God, and are all alike be- 
fore Him* "Yes,"* says one, u we are 
all alike, and therefore there is no dis- 
tinction between us." But let me 
suppose a case. Suppose a man who 
has a large family of sons and daugh- 
ters, were to be called on a mission to 
go abroad to preach the Gospel of 
Christ, and had to be absent for years; 
the members of the family during his 
absence would be left to themselves. 
But suppose he hud a choice sou whom 
he loved, and who had been implicitly 
i obedient to him all the days of his lift, 
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and whose course had taught him to 
respect his judgment, his honesty, 
his truthfulness and the integrity 
and justice of his character, and that 
in the most trying circumstances he 
had never failed to honor himself, 
God, his family, and to honor his 
father. Now, as he is going away to 
a far distant land, he takes this son 
aside and says to him, "I will place 
you in charge of my family, and 
leave you to watch over their interests 
in my absence, that while I am gone 
they may have some one to look up 
to who can act the part of a father 
to them." And then turning to the 
family he says, " My sons and daugh- 
ters, I have chosen this son, your 
elder brother, to act in my place 
while I am absent. I wish you to 
obey him and respect and honor him 
as you would your father, and to sub- 
mit yourselves to his dictation in all 
things." The family consent. They 
say, t; We will do as you desire, father, 
^Ye will honor your judgment and 
choice by honoring and obeying our 
brother whom you have chosen to 
watch over us during your absence." 

It might be argued that those chil- 
dren, by complying with the wish of 
their father in this matter, would 
sacritice their agency. Do they not 
exercise that volition just as much by 
obeying that son as they would by 
each one taking his or her own course, 
and saying, "I will judge for myself, 
as to the correctness of wiiat you say 
and will diilvr from you whenever I 
please," Let me ask you as parents 
and as children, brethren and sisters, 
do you nut think you could exercise 
your agency just as much by obeying 
the son as by disobeying him? I can- 
not conceive how it can be otherwise. 
I cannot see why I, for instance, shoul J 
not exercise my agency jtist as much 
by obeying him as by disobeying him. 
This is precisely my position to-day. 

Brigham Young, our President, has 
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been chosen by God as His represen- 
tative here on the earth, among I Us 
sons and daughters. He has been se- 
lected for this special calling. The 
Father is not present in person; Jesus 
is not present in person; but God is 
here through the Holy Ghost and the 
holy Pj irsthood, through the power 
which Ho has bestowed, and in the 
same position precisely as the son in 
the figure which I have used does the 
President of the Church act for us, his 
brethren and sisters. We arc all 
alike before God; He loves us all 
alike; we are all the creatures of His 
care; but there must be rule, there 
must be government ; there must be 
order, or this would not be the king- 
dom of God, The Lord cliose Presi- 
dent Young to rule and dictate in the 
affairs of His Church when His servant 
Joseph was taken from the earth. 

Look at the singular combination 
of circumstances which caused Brig- 
hum Young to be President of the 
Twelve. Reflect on the remarkable 
combination of events which made 
him the leader of Israel, showing 
plainly, in my mind, that long before 
Ite was bom, yes, probably before 
the earih was organized, Joseph 
Smith and Brigham Young were 
chosen, the same as Jeremiah was. 
The Lord said to Jeremiah : "Before 
I formed thee in the belly, I knew 
thee; and before thou earnest forth 
out of the womb I sanctified thee, 
and I ordained thee a prophet unto 
the nations." This is my opinion 
about the leaders of Israel in the lat- 
ter days. I believe they were chosen 
to act in this capacity ; and God, 
, knowing their integrity, and after- 
wards proving them to the uttermost 
in the flesh, has greatly blessed ihem. 
See the blessings that have followed 
, the administrations of these men in 
our midst. Who would exchange the 
peace, the joy, and the knowledge we 
i have concerning the Gospel of the 
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Lord Jesus Christ for the meagre and 
vague ideas of God and His kingdom 
that prevailed before the people be- 
came acquainted with it? God has 
given unto us those precious blessings. 
He has gathered us together from the 
nations ot the earth; He has multi- 
plied upon us abundantly, joys more 
precioas than gold or silver, namely, , 
the riches of eternity; He has given 
unto us wisdom and knowledge and 
peace; He has proved to us most effec- 
tively that there are riches more pre- 
cious and far more estimable in the 
sight of God and good and virtuous 
men than the perishable tilings of this 
world. He has built up a kingdom in ; 
which these things will be held at 
their true value, for He will cleanse 
from the midst of His people those 
who idolize riches* 

Let me assure you, brethren and 
sisters, if there is anything in our 
hearts that interferes with our com- 
plete love of God and our reverence 
for Him and His work, we shall have 
to banish it, or sooner or later we 
ihall lose our standing in the Church 
of God ; for He wants a people who 
will render implicit obedience to His 
laws and the requirements oF His 
Gospel, and who will love Plim better 
than any earthly thing, and place a 
higher value on the gifts of the Spirit 
than on worldly possessions or even 
life itself 

The Lord has proved to us, in the 
midst of the many trials and difficul- 
ties with which we have had to con- 
tend during our brief existence as a 
Church, when surrounded by mobs, 
when our lives were in danger and 
the lives of our leaders were threatened, 
when the persecutors of the Saints 
were howling like a pack of ravening 
wolves for the blood of this people, 
that there is something far more pre* 
cious and estimable than mere eating 
and drinking and the pleasures and 
enjoyments of life; although these 


things are very good and necessary in 
their place. He has given us His 
Gospel and this Gospel is being car- 
ried to all the nations of the earth, 
and a kingdom is being established- 
Jesus said that this Gospel should 
be preached as a witness to all nations, 
and then should the end come. What 
Gospel? Why, the same Gospel Jesus 
had and to which he referred; the 
same Gospel that his apostles had: a 
Gospel of power, a Gospel of blessings, 
whose Priesthood had power and 
authority from God. It is the same 
Gospel that is now being taught, and 
which has to be preached as a witness 
to all nations, and then shall the end 
come. God is sending forth His 
messengers to accomplish tin's object. 
Our Elders have gone to the Eastern 
States by hundreds to lift up their 
warning voices to the people concern- 
ing the things which God is doing 
and is about to do in the midst of the 
inhabitants of the earth. For this 
purpose they go to Eur-jpe, to the 
West, to the Islands of the Pacific, to 
Asia and Africa, and they will yet 
traverse every country on the face of 
the whole earth* The millions of Asia 
will yet hear the glad tidings of salva- 
tion from the Elders of Israel. The 
yoke of bondage is being broken and 
the nations aie being freed from the 
grasp of despotism and tyranny. 
Japan now opens her ports; China 
begins to extend her invitation to 
western civilization, and the time is 
near at hand when the sound of this 
Gospel, proclaimed by the Elders of 
Israel, will re-echo from one end of 
the earth to the other, for it must be 
preached as a witness unto all nations. 

We may engage in this work with 
all our hearts in view of the glorious 
reward that is promised unto the 
faithful; or we may fight against it 
and use our every power to cousnzn* 
I mate its overthrow ; it makes no 
! difference- The word of the Lord 
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Almighty has gone forth io the people 
of this generation, and it will not 
remain unfulfilled. It matters not, 
therefore, who band together and 
plot in secret, who unite and say we 
will spoil the plan and destroy the 
influence of the work of God. The 
Loid will ex p> -^3 their seeivt plots 
and schemes, and He will stand by 
His s 1 rvant whom He has chosen, so 
lun^ as He lives. as 11 o did by His 
servant Joseph. He told him that 
He would save him though ho should 
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slam, 


The Lord permitted the enemies 
of the Kingdom of God to take 
jiw: y t ho life nf His servant Joseph* 
as lie did of His servants in at:cient 
days. The blood of the testator was 
rtud, and now the testament is in 
full force. Joseph had lifted up his 
voice in solemn warning to the inha- 
bitants of the earth, and declared 
that God had spoken in these latter 
days. But his blood and that of 
other holy men and Saints was shed 
by w'eked men, and their blood, 
mingkd with that of the martyred 
S.iints of past ages, cties unto the 
Lord for vengeance. The very earth 
itself groans under the weight of 
wickedness and corruption that 
abound on its surface, and the Lord 
has declared that it shall be delivered. 
But Lefore the great day of venge- 
ance shall come, when wickedness 
shall be utterly swept from off the 
face of the earth, it is necessary 
that the Elders should proclaim the 
Gospel to every nation, kindred and 
tongue on the face of the earth, that 
the honest in heart may be gathered 
out and that a people may be found 
who shall be prepared to meet the 
Lord at His coming. 

For this preparation we should 
give our whole time and labor to the 
purifying of our hearts and house- 
holds. We should labor to purify 
our cities and settlements, labor to 


promulgate the principles of righte- 
ousness and to establish truth on the 
earth and seek to bring to pass the 
Zion of God in its fulness and per- 
fection. 

These are the labors which devolve 
upon us. Think not, my brethren 
and sister.*, because God has 
chosen earthly vessels to hold this 
power and authority, that therefore 
you can treat lightly the holy Priest- 
hood. I have noticed from my boy- 
hood, and it lias been a constant 
lesson to me, that those who speak 
against the authorities and lift their 
hands against the holy Priesthood of 
this Church invariably deny the faith. 
I have never seen it otherwise. You 
may trace the history of this people 
from the beginning and you will find 
that every man who has indulged in 
this spirit has id ways come out and 
denied the faith. Such men, when 
Joseph lived, said that he had fallen. 
Since his death they excuse their 
conduct by saying that Brigham has 
gone astray. 

But when the Lord spoke to Joseph 
about falling, he said he would have 
authority to appoint another in his 
stead, and that no one would have 
(he right to act except he was or- 
dained by authority, or came in 
through the gate. You may know 
by the revelation I have read that 
no man can get the authority else, 
where. It must come through the 
holy Priesthood, lien may say they 
have heard the voice of Jesus, or 
heard this, that or the other; but 
you will find that the power of God 
will attend the keys, and His blessing 
will follow the administration of His 
servants who hold the authority. 

Paul said, " Do ye not know that 
the Saints shall judge the world?" 
On one occasion Jesus said, "Ye 
who have followed me in the regene- 
ration, when the Son of Man shall 
sit on the throne of his glory, ye 
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also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel" 

lu a revelation given through 
Joseph Smith, the Lord says: 

"And again, verily, verily, I say 
unto you, and it hath gone forth in 
a firm decree, by the will of the 
Father, that mine apostles, the twelve, 
which were with me in my ministry 
at Jerusalem, shall stand at my right 
hand at the day of my coming in a 
pillar of fire, being clnthed with robes 
of righteousness, with crowns upon 
their heads, in glory even as I am, 
to judge the whole house of Israel." 

This is the authority which Jesus 
said they should wield. The same 
authority has been renewed in these 
days. Says one, " I do not like this 
sort of thing; it is priestly rule and 
dominion, and I object to it, I am 
too much of a democrat in my feel- 
ings to submit to it." Yet a man 
can be a democrat and a lover of 
freedom and liberty and enjoy them 
to the fullest, and honor the Priest- 
hood. There is a difference between 
priestcraft and Priesthood. Priest- 
craft builds up itself, it is not autho- 
rized of God, Priestcraft oppresses 
the people; but the Priesthood of 
God emancipates men and women 
and makes thorn free, Jesus says 
his yoke is easy and his burden light. 

We talk of power, and object to 
the undue exercise of authority. But 
think of the power given iu ancient 
days, and winch has been restored in 
these days, that man exercises when 
he goes forth into the water and bap- 


tizes a person ! Do you ever think 
of the greatness of the power thus 
exercised? And further, when the 
candidate for baptism emerges from 
the water and has hands laid upon 
him for the reception of the Holy 
Ghost, do you think of the power 
that God has entrusted unto men on 
earth when they exercise that holy 
ordinance? Do you think of the 
power exercised in remitting the sins 
of men and women through baptism, 
the ordinance which God has set in 
His Church for the remission of sins, 
and conferring upon them the Holy 
Ghost? If God sends such mighty 
power, shall we question the bestowal 
of a higher power when God shall 
choose to give it ? Shall we murmur 
and contend against it? God forbid, 
and forbid that we should ever turn 
aside and fight against Him or His 
cause in any manner. 

My brethren and sisters, my pray- 
ers are that God will bless us as a 
people and sanctify us to walk in all 
humility and meekness before Him, 
honoring His laws; for when we 
honor His laws we honor the laws of 
righteousness and the laws of the land 
in equity and truth. We will honor 
men in their place; we will honor 
the Government and everything that 
is just and honorable and true. That 
God may sustain us and help us to 
sustain the Priesthood, and to follow 
its requirements, that eventually we 
may be saved in His kingdom, is my 
prayer in the name of Jesus, Amen, 
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DISCOURSE BY PEES IDE NT BBIGHAM YOUNG, 
Delivered ix the New Taberxacle, Salt Lake City, Jlly 18, 

(Eeported hy David W. Evans.) 

OBEYING THE GOSPEL — RECREATION — INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT. 


I will say to my friends— those 
who belieTe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
— " I beseech you in Christ's stead be 
ye reconciled to God;" Treasure up 
every truth that you hear, practice it 
in your lives, for this will lead you 
to Jesus. The words that we have 
heard this afternoon, with regard to 
the character of the Sou of God and 
the plan ot salvation, are true so far 
as they h?ive gone. We, the Latter- 
day Saints, take the liberty of be- 
lieving more than our Christian 
brethren : we not only believe part of 
the Bible, but the whole of it, and 
the whole of the plan of salvation 
that Jesus has given to us. Do we 
differ from others who believe ilk the 
Lord Jesus Christ? No, only in 
believing more; we are one with 
them as far as they believe in him. 
Do we differ with regard to the prac- 
tice of the Gospel that he has de- 
livered to us? No, not as far aa 
they really believe in and practice 
the doctrines taught by him. We 
believe all that any good man on the 
earth need believe. We believe in 
God the Father, in Jesus Christ His 
Son v our Savior, We believe all 
that Moses spoke and wrote of him, 
all that the apostles said of him, and 
all that Jesus himself has said, which 
was penned and has been left on 
record by his apostles and servants. 

Our Lord and Savior has been 
beautifully described and set before 
us, by the gentleman who has ad* 


dressed us this afternoon, but I will 
take the liberty of saying to every 
man and woman who wishes to ob- 
tain salvat : on through him (the 
Savior) that looking to him, only, is 
not enough: they must have faith in 
his name, character and atonement ; 
and they must have faith in his father 
and in the plan of salvation devised 
and wrought out by the Father and 
the Son. What will this faith. lead 
to? It will lead to obedience to the 
requirements of the Gospel; and the 
few words that I may deliver to my 
brethren and sisters and friends this 
afternoon will be with the direct view 
of leading them to God. 

How am I to know whether I have 
passed from death unto life? The 
apostle says by loving the brethren. 
How shall I know the brethren ? They 
are my brethren who have received 
and obeyed the Gospel of the Son of 
God. This is just as easy to test as 
it is to test a man who says lie is a 
citizen of the United States. A man 
may declare that he is so, but upon 
inquiry we find that he has never taken 
the oath of allegiance nor even de- 
clared his intention of becoming a 
citizen; but his Sule claim to be con- 
sidered a citizen rests on the fact that 
he lives in this country and has pro- 
perty, perhaps a farm or a store. This 
will not entitle any foreigner to the 
rights and privileges enjoyed by the 
humblest citizen. He must first de- 
clare his intention take the oath of 


allegiance to this G over me nt and re- 
nounce it to his former one, and then 
receive his papers of citizenship. It 
is just the same in the kingdom of 
God, However much we may profess 
attachment to God and His cause we 
are not entitled to the blessings and 
privileges of His kingdom until we 
become citizens therein* How can 
we do this? By repenting of our sins, 
and obeying the requirements of the 
Gospel of the Son of God which has 
been delivered to us. Hundreds aud 
thousands of people have believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and repented 
of their sins, and have had the Holy 
Spirit to witness unto them that God 
is love, that they loved Him and that 
He loved them, and yet they are not 
in His kingdom. They have not 
complied with the necessary require- 
ments, they have not entered in at 
the door, and Jesus says, " Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that enter- 
eth not by the door into I he sheep- 
fold, but dim bet h up some other 
way, the same is a thief and a robber." 
He says also, 4t I am the door: by 
me if any man enter in he shall be 
saved." Jesus has taught us how we 
mav enter this door and become citi- 
zens of his kingdom, arid there is no 
excuse for our neglecting to do so. 
Herein we exceed and go further 
than our former brethren. We read 
in this book (the Bible) of a certain 
man who came to Jesus by night and 
asked him what he should do to be 
saved. This man, in his own esti- 
mation, had beea a strict observer of 
the law, but Jesus said to him, 
44 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God." My 
firm belief is that thousands have 
been born of the Spirit and have 
seen the kingdom, but not having 
been born of the water they have 
never been permitted to enter that 
kingdom, for Jesus says, " Except a 


man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God." This is why we say 
it is uecessary to obey, fully, the 
Gospel which Jesus has left on re- 
cord for us ; and to do that we must 
repent of our sins, be baptized for 
the remission of them, and then re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost by the laying 
on of hands. 

Do we believe in the Holy Ghost? 
Yes. Do our former brethren in the 
Christian world ? They say they do. 
They should believe in it, they preach 
and teach it What will the Holy 
Ghost do for those who possess it ? 
It will bring to their remembrance 
things past, present aud to come, and 
will teach them all things necessary 
for them to understand, in order to 
secure salvation. Is this the office 
and ministry of the Holy Ghost? 
Jesus says : 

£t But the Comforter, which u the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, lie shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you." 

"Howbeit, when hf>, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into 
all truth : for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever lie shall 
hear, that he shall speak : and he will 
shew you things to come." 

Then if we receive the Holy Ghost 
we shall know and understand things 
as they are, we shall be able to read 
the Scriptures by the Spirit, with 
which they were written, and if we 
continue faithful we shall be led to a 
knowledge of God and Jesus whom 
He has sent, which the apostle says 
" is eternal life," 

Some believe or conceive the idea 
that to know God would lessen Him 
in our estimation ; but I can say that 
for me to understand any principle or 
being, on earth or in Heaven, it does 
not lessen its true value to me, but, 
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on the contrary, it increases it; and 
the more I can know of God, the 
dearer and more precious He is to 
me, nnd the more exalted are my 
feelings towards Him. Therein I 
ma v be different to some others* 

If we embrace the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, rendering obedience thereunto 
lis he has directed, it will lend us 
into the kingdom of Gad here on the 
earth. We have started to build up 
this kingdom. The Lord has revealed 
His will from the heavens, and we 
have faith in Him. Is there any 
proof of this? Certainly, there is 
every proof that is necessary. I 
recollect rending in the New Testa- 
ment that Jesus gave a miss ion to 
his apostles in these words, "Go ye 
into nil the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature, he that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved, 
but he that belie vet h not shall be 
damned. And these signs shall fol- 
low them that believe; in my name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall 
speak with new tongues; they shall 
take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing it shall not hurt 
them; they shall lay hands on the 
sick arid they shall recover/' 

This Gospel is for all the children 
of men, and it will save all who will 
believe and obey it. Do this people 
believe in this Gospel ? Yes. Is 
there any proof of this? Yes. Here 
before me I see men who have left 
their homes and families; women 
who have left their homes and fami- 
lies ; parents who have left their 
children, and children their parents; 
husbands who have left their wives, 
and wives their husbands, and all to 
gather with the Saints of the Most 
High. Is this any testimony that 
they believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Yes; and this is not all. 
They speak with new tongues, they 
lay hands on the sick and they do 
recover* In these particulars we 
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differ from those with whom we 
formerly fellowshippcd in the Chris- 
tian world, who say they tell the 
people how to come to God and be 
saved. But if they ever have done 
that I have never heard them. In 
my young days I have been called an 
infidel for talking thus, for there 
was no man who could tell me any- 
thing about the plan of salvation ; 
but I never saw the day but what I 
would have walked on my knees 
across this continent to have seen a 
man who could have told me the first 
thing about God and Heaven. It is 
true that the feelings and attention 
of the people may be moved and 
attracted by beautiful descriptions of 
Him and Heaven and with beautiful 
illustrations of His power and good- 
ness, such as we have heard to-day ; 
but where is God? Who is He? 
Who is Jesus Christ? Where do 
they live ? What is their power and 
character, and their connection with 
the people of the earth? In my 
scanty experience with the divines of 
the day I never yet found the first 
that could describe the character of 
God, locate His dwelling place, or 
give the first correct idea with regard 
to the Father and the Son; but to 
them they are hidden in impenetrable 
mystery, and their cry is, 41 Great is 
the mystery of godliness, God mani- 
fest in the flesh." To us it is simple, 
plain, glorious and divine, and it is 
worthy the attention of every intelli- 
gent being that dwells on the face of 
the earth, for it is eternal life to 
know God and Jesus Christ whom 
He has sent* 

In these respects we differ from 
our Christian brethren. We are the 
very men and women that have come 
out from the Mother Church and her 
daughters, Methodists, Calvin is ts and 
almost every other persuasion on the 
face of the earth, the Pagans not ex- 
cepted. We never learned from them, 
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however, how to be saved ; but we 
know how to save oursel ves, for 
the Lord has revealed to us a plan 
by wliich we may bo saved both 
here and hereafter. God has done 
everything we could ask, and more 
than we coulcl ask; The errand of 
Jesus to earth was to bring his 
brethren and sisters bfick into the 
presence of the Father; he h;is done 
his part of the work, and it remains 
for Tis to do ours. There is not one 
thing that the Lord could do for the 
salvation of the human family that 
He has neglected to do; and it re- 
mains for the children of men to re- 
ceive the truth or reject it; all that 
can be accomplished for their salva- 
tion, independent of them, has been 
accomplished in and by the Savior. 
It has been justly remarked this 
afternoon that 44 Jesus paid the debt; 
he atoned for the original sin; 
he came and suffered and died on the 
cross." He is now King of kings 
and Lord of lords, and the time will 
come when every knee will bow and 
every tongue confess, to the glory of 
God the Father, that Jesus is the 
Christ, That very character that was 
looked upon, not as the Savior, but 
as an outcast, who was crucified be* 
tween two thieves and treated with 
scorn and derision, will be greeted by 
all men ns the only Being through 
whom they can obtain salvation. 

W e differ from our Christian breth- 
ren, and have long been separated 
from them ; but we are here in these 
mountains through necessity — because 
we were not permitted to live with 
them. But we were never hated, 
despised and derided as Christ was ; 
we have never been crucified and 
been such outcasts as Jesus, though 
our prophet and patriarch were slain; 
but not in such an ignominious manner 
as Jesus, Who will believe onr tes- 
timony ? 41 If onr Gospel be hid, it 
ia hid to them that are lost," Who 
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will believe onr testimony ? Who 
will believe the testimony that has 
been delivered here this afternoon t 
I believe and know it is true; and 
that, too, by the revelations of that 
very character u ho was lifted up on 
the cross* How are we to blame for 
believing so much ? Why, the Scrip- 
tures say we are to " prove all things 
and hold fast that which is good." I 
frequently think that tire only way 
for a man to prove any fact in the 
world is by experience. We go, for 
instance, into an orchard and some 
one says there is a sweet apple tree, 
and he mav sav the same of other 
trees, but without tasting how shall 
I know thev at e sweet? Unless 1 
taste of them 1 cannot know it. I 
may take the testimony of others 
who have tasted them, as to whether 
they are sweet, sour or hitter, but 
without tanting it cannot be proved to 
my senses that they are so* Now, as 
I understand it, it is the same with 
all facts that have come to the know- 
ledge of afl beings in Heaven, or 
on earth — all facts are proved and 
made manifest by their opposite. 
Sin has come into the world, and 
death by sin. I frequently ask my* 
self the questions Was there any 
necessity for sin to enter the world ? 
Most assuredly there was, according 
to my utidernt ending and reasoning 
powers* Did I not know the evil I 
could never know the good; had I 
not seen the light I should never he 
able to comprehend what darkness 
is. Had I never tried to see and be- 
hold a thing in darkness I could not 
understand the beauty and glory of 
the light If I had never tasted the 
bitter or the sour how could I define 
or describe the sweet ? Consequently, 
I let all these things pass, being 
according to the wisdom of Him who 
has done all things for the benefit 
and salvation of His children here on 
the earth. And when we con tern- 
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plate and realise that He is our 
Father and that Jesus is onr elder 
brother, and that we have the privi- 
lege of overcoming sin and death, by 
faith in Jesus and obedience to His 
Gospel, and of being exalted into the 
presence of the Father and the Son, 
the thought should fill our hearts 
with gratitude, praise and humility. 

I extend my religion further than 
a great many do. I say it is far be- 
yond the religions of the day ; they 
consist, mainly, of forms and ceremo- 
nies, never revealing to their votaries 
the object of their creation and exist- 
ence, or preparing them to fulfil their 
high calling and destiny; but ours 
incorporates the whole life of man. 
Our religion incorporates and includes 
all the duties devolving upon us every 
day of our lives, and enables us, if we 
liue according to the spirit of it, to 
p discharge those several duties more 
honorably and efficiently. I do not 
think there is as good a financier on 
the earth as my Father in Heaven is; I 
do not think there is a being among 
the whole human family who under- 
atands the principles of finance as well 
as He does. And I believe the same 
with regard to any other branch of 
human knowledge, or of anything 
which afiocts the peace, happi^ss, 
comfort, wealth, health and strength 
of body, and in fact the entire welfare, 
whether political, social or physical, 
of the children of men, consequently 
I would like to have Him dictate my 
affairs. Why? That I might be- 
come the possessor of power, wealth, 
and influence, for all the influence the 
children of men ever possessed they 
have received from the Father, Every 
kingdom that has been set up en the 
face of the earth has been set up by 
the will of the Father. He sets up 
a kingdom here and pulls down 
another there at His pleisure. He 
gives influence and power to this one 
-and takes them from another; and] 


so we see nations come and go. Some 
individuals live on the earth rich, 
noble, powerful and influential; 
while others are in the depths of 
poverty. All this is permitted by 
the Father, and is according to His 
decree. Every act of the children of 
men is the result of their own will 
and pleasure, but the results of these 
acts God overrules. 

Our religion incorporates every act 
and word of man. No man should 
go to merchandising unless he does it 
in God ; no man should go to farming 
or any other business unless he does 
it in the Lord. No lawyer, no, hold 
on, I will leave the lawyers out ; we 
do not want them, we have no use for 
them. No man of council should sit 
to judge the people but what should 
jod^e in the Lord, that he may right- 
eously and impartiallydiscern between 
right and wrong, truth and error, 
light and darkness, justice and injus- 
tice. Should any legislature sit with- 
out the Lord ? If it do, sooner or 
later it will fall to pieces. No nation 
ever did live that counseled and 
transacted its national affairs without 
the Lord, but what sooner or later 
went to pieces and came to naught. 
The hame is true of all the nations 
that now live or ever will live. 

Our work, our every-day labor, 
our whole lives are within the scope 
of onr religion. This is what we 
believe and what we try to practice. 
Yet the Lord permits a great many 
things that He never commands. I 
have frequently heard my old breth- 
ren in the Christian world make re- 
marks about the impropriety . of in- 
dulging in pastimes and amusements. 
The Lord never commanded me to 
dance, yet I have danced; you all 
know it, for my life is before the 
world. Yet while the Lord has never 
commanded me to do it, He has per* 
m it ted it I do not know that He 
ever commanded the boys to go and 


p ay at ball, yet He permits it* I 
am not aware that He ever com- 
manded us to build a theatre, but He 
has permitted it, and I can give the 
reason why. Recreation and diver- 
sion are as necessary to our well- 
being as the more serious pursuits of 
life. There is not a man in the world 
hut what, if kept at any one branch 
of business or study , will become 
like a machine. Our pursuits should 
be so diversified as to develop every 
trait of character and diversity of 
talent, If you would develop every 
power and faculty possessed by your 
children, they must have the privilege 
of engaging in and enjoying a diver- 
sity of amusements and studies ; to 
at tain great excellence, however, they 
cannot all be kept to any one indi- 
vidual branch of study. I recollect 
once while in England, in the district 
of country called the " Potteries," 
seeing a man pass along the street, 
his head, perhaps, within sixteen or 
eighteen inches of the ground. I 
inquired what occupation he had fol- 
lowed for a living, and learned that 
he had never done anything in his 
lifq but turned a tea cup, and he was 
then seventy-four years of age. How 
do we know, but what, if he had had 
the privilege, he would have made a 
statesman or a fine physician, an ex- 
cellent mechanic or a good judge? 
We cannot tell. This shows the ne- 
cessity of the mind being kept active 
and having the opportunity of in- 
dulging ic every exercise it can 
enjoy in order to attain to a full 
development of its powers. 

We wish, in our Sunday and day 
schools, that they who are inclined to 
any particular branch of study may 
have the privilege to study it As I 
have often told my sisteis in the 
Female Relief societies, we have sis- 
ters here who, if they had the privi- 
lege of studying, would make just as 
good mathematicians or accountants 


as any man ; and we think they ought 
to have the privilege to study these 
branches of knowledge that they may 
develop the powers with which they 
are endowed. We believe that women 
are useful, not only to sweep houses, 
wash dishes, make beds, and raise 
babies, but that they should stand 
behind the counter, study law or 
physic, or become good book-keepers 
and be able to do the business in any 
counting house, and all this to enlarge 
their sphere of usefulness for the 
benefit of society at large. In fol- 
lowing these tilings they but answer 
the design of their cieation. These, 
and many more things of equal utility 
are incorporated in our religion, and 
we believe in and try to practice them. 

I will say, now, to the Latter day 
Saints, sometimes you know, if a 
word be dropped unguardedly, we 
are threatened with an army ; if we 
speak a word out of the wrong side 
of the month we are threatened with 
a legalized mob just as we were in 
the States* Hence, we must be care- 
ful of what we say, for our enemies 
are ready to " make a man an offender 
for a word, and to lay a snare for him 
that reproveth in the gate." I will 
sny, however, that if you, Latter-day 
Saints, will live your religion there 
will be no necessity whatever to fear 
all the powers of earth and hell, for 
God will sustain you. Jesus is king 
of this earth and he will sustain 
those who walk humbly before him, 
loving and serving him and keeping 
his commandments, I pray tho Lat- 
ter-day Saints to be faithful ; love 
and serve the Lord, keep His com* 
mandments, refrain from evil and 
walk humbly before him. When we 
were in the Christian world, and were 
without the Priesthood, we believed 
in every good word and work, in 
every moral principle, in everything 
that tended to promote peace, happi- 
ness, morality and virtue, in fact in 
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every good principle tint man could 
teach. Let us live as consistently 
now as we did then; let us live so 
that God will bless us and enable us 


to overcome and be saved in His 
kingdom, which may He grant for 
Christ's sake. Amen* 


DISCOURSE BY ELDER ORSON PRATT, 
Delivered is the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, December 19, 1809, 


(R ported hj David W. Evans,) 


REVELATIONS AND MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD AND OF WICKED SPIRITS. 


There is a passage which will be 
found in one of the epistles of John, 
the substance of which 1 will repeat: 
u Every spirit that confesses not that 
Jesus is the Christ is not of God*" 
I may not have given you this passage 
word for word, as it is recorded, but 
T have given you the substance of it 
as laid down in the Scriptures, It 
is well known by all readers of the 
Scriptures, that in every age of our 
world mankind have had to contend 
against a power which is in opposition 
to the Almighty. It seems that our 
world is infested with those spirits of 
darkness which were, in the beginning, 
cast down from the Almighty, in 
consequence of their rebellion against 
Him; and in every ago uf the world 
these wicked spirits have manifested 
themselves, and especially when the 
Priesthood has been upon the earth 
and adispensation has been committed 
from Heaven to man ; then all hell 
has seemed to be in an uproar, and 
the power of all the fallen angels 
made manifest Hence, it is written, 
somewhere in the New Testament, 
that "we wrestle not against flesh 


and blood merely, but against spiritual 
wickedness in high places*" We not 
only have to meet with wicked men, 
and the power of the devil manifested 
in them, but the Saints of God have 
always had to meet with manifesta- 
tions of power from beneath — powers 
not ordained of God, and which aue 
calculated, if possible, to deceive the 
very elect. 

Now there are in existence two 
great powers: one is of God, in- 
cluding all the heavenly host— the 
angels and celestial beings who dwell 
in the presence of God and partake 
of His glory, holding power and au- 
thority from Him to go forth and 
minister according to 1 1 is command. 
The other power is an enemy to God ; 
it is the power of that being who 
rebelled against Him in Heaven, and 
sought to take possession of the 
throne of the Almighty. According 
to the history that is given of this 
event, a general council was held in 
Heaven about the time of the creation 
of this earth. In that council there 
was a personage called an angel, who 
stood in authority in the presence of 
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God; and when the question was 
asked, " Who shall go forth and re- 
deem mankind ? H Lucifer, the Son of 
the Morning, this angel who stood in 
the presence of God, answered and 
said, u Here am I, send me ; I will 
go forth and redeem all mankind, 
that not one soul shall be lost 1 ' But 
the only begotten Son of the Father, 
who was with the Father from the 
beginning, replied and said/* Father, 
Thy will be done, and the glory be 
Thine for ever." Ai:d here a rebellion 
rose up between Satan, the Son of 
the Morning, and the Son of the 
living God, as to the redemption of 
mankind. One sought to destroy 
the plan of God and the agency that 
the Lord intended to give to intelli- 
gent beings, and to redeem them 
whether they would be redeemed or 
not ; and because he considered that 
his plan was so good before the 
heavens, and so much superior to the 
plan that God had devised, said he, 
M Surely I will do it ; wherefore give 
me thine honor, which is the power 
of God That is, he sought to ob- 
tain the throne of the Almighty, and 
to carry out his own purposes in pre- 
ference to yielding to the purposes 
and power of the Almighty, This 
rebellion became so great, and the 
influence of it spread so rapidly 
among the heavenly host, that one- 
third part of the heavenly throng, I 
mean the spirits, rebelled against God 
and followed the evil design and 
purpose of this angel, Ko doubt 
some of them thought that they 
conld accomplish their design; for 
they had not a knowledge of the 
future designs and purposes of God, 
only in a small degree, and conse- 
quently they supposed that their plan 
was better than that of the Almighty; 
and in this great rebellion the Lord 
caused Satan, or Lucifer, the Son of 
the Morning, and those who followed 
him, to be cast out of Heaven, 


We may form some little calcula- 
tion of the vast numbers thus thrown 
out of Heaven, when we consider 
that they were one-third of all the 
spirits that were bom, intended for 
this creation. Only two-thirds kept 
their first estate, and they have the 
great privilege of coming here to 
this creation and taking bodies of 
flesh and bones, tabernacles wherein 
their spirits may dwell, to prepare 
themselves for a more glorious state 
of existence hereafter. If, then, only 
( two-thirds of the hosts of Heaven 
are to come to our earth to taber- 
nacle in the flesh, we may form some 
idea of the vast number who fell, 
Already our earth has teemed for six 
thousand years with numberless 
millions of human beings whoso 
spirits existed before the foundation 
of the w T orld. Those who now exist 
probably number one thousand or 
twelve hundred millions. Twelve 
hundred millions of spirits now dwel- 
ling in mortal flesh! Think of the 
immense numbers who must have 
preceded us and the myriads who 
are to come ! These are the two- 
thirds who kept their first estate. 
Their numbers, probably, cannot be 
less than two hundred thousand 
millions, leaving, as an approximate 
estimate, one hundred thousand 
millions of rebellious spirits or devils 
who were cast out from Heaven and 
, banished to this creation, having no 
privilege of fleshly tabernacles* 
j It was in the Garden of Eden that 
■ the devil, or one of those foul spirits, 
entered into a certain animal or beast, 
called a serpent, and came before 
our first parents and beguiled them, 
and they suffered themselves to par- 
tako of the forbidden fruit. If, then, 
they were in the earth as early as 
the Garden of Eden, no doubt, they 
have been here from that day to 
this, and that the earth is the place 
of their habitation. They wander to 
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and fro in the earth seeking whom 
they may devour! Only think of a 
hundred devils to every being that 
now exists on the earth. 

Though these spirits had not the 
full knowledge of the Almighty \ 
though they had not that superior 
knowledge that reigns in the bosom 
of the Son of God, and of many 
that stood in His presence, yet they 
had great information before their 
fall They had stood in the presence 
of God, and had, no doubt, learned 
many things from His own mouth. 
How long they had been in His pre- 
sence it is not for us to say, God has 
not revealed it But they had great 
experience. I am speaking of the 
knowledge and the cunning that these 
enemies of God possessed when they 
were cast down here to the earth. 
They have cunning beyond what you 
have ever seen manifested by the 
children of men. They can, at times, 
apparently, be perfect gentlemen 
when they enter the tabernacles of 
the children of men. They can be- 
come, apparently, very pious, and, if 
you could not discern spirits, you 
would think, from the manifestations 
of devils, when in the tabernacles of 
many individuals, that they were 
perfect angels on earth. 

The devil operates in every con- 
ceivable form, and this is what the 
apostle meant when he said, " We do 
not merely wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but also against principalities 
and powers." We have enemies far 
more powerful than men to contend 
against. The devil has not the power 
to take full possession of the taber- 
nacles of human creatures, unltss 
they give way to him and his influence 
to that degree that he gets power 
over them. But we have not time 
now to trace the history of the powers 
of darkness in early ages; but will 
briefly state, that they did show 
forth their power in ancient times. 


Moses was called of God and or- 
dained to the holy Priesthood after 
the order of Melchizedec, by the 
hands of his father-in-law, Jethro, 
and sent forth with power and au- 
thority into Egypt to seek after the 
welfare of the seed of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, in bondage there- 
Just as soon as the Almighty began 
to manifest Himself through the 
power of the legal Priesthood, so 
soon these opposite powers began to 
work whenever they could find a 
chance ; and the individuals through 
whom they worked were the principal 
men of Egypt, the most popular men 
they had in their midst — the priests, 
magicians, and astrologers were the 
ones through whom Satan manifested 
this opposite power. His design, no 
doubt, was to frustrate or destroy the 
influence of the miracles, signs and 
wonders that were made manifest by 
Moses among the people of God for 
their redemption* Hence when Moses 
came before Pharaoh he cast down 
his staff and it was turned into a 
serpent, or into something having 
the appearance of a serpent, and was 
full of life and animation. That was 
a great miracle that the Lord saw 
proper, on that occasion, to manifest 
before this wicked king, that he might 
have what he had desired, for he had 
asked for a sign, and the Lord granted 
it. But immediately others were 
called by the king — the magicians, 
soothsayers and those whom Satan 
had gained power and influence over 
— and they were commanded to show 
what they could do. They cast down 
their rods ahd they likewise became 

serpents, , ? \ 

Now, here was a manifestation of 
similar power — Hoses 1 rod became a 
serpent and the rods of the magicians 
also became serpents ; but by and by 
Moses* rod swallowed up the rods of 
the magicians. What did that prove ? 
In the estimation of wicked men like 
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the King of Egypt and his subjects, 
it was nothiug more than the ex- 
tending of this power had in pos- 
session by the magicians. They did 
not look upon it as a distinct and 
separate power, because they had not 
the spirit to discern, the Spirit of the 
Lord was not with them, and they 
could not discern Ihe difference. But 
there xvere manifested on that occasion 
two distinct and separate powers, so 
similar in their effects, that none but 
those who lived near unto God and 
understood the workings of the Holy 
Spirit, could detect the difference be- 
tween them* 

A succession of wonderful mnni- 
l est at ions of the power of God was 
made through Moses, and in all, save 
two or three instances, the magicians 
did likewise. What would naturally 
be the conclusion at which wicked 
men would arrive under such cir- 
cumstances? Tiiey would naturally 
say, u Here is Moses, who has been 
brought up in all the learning of the 
Egyptians and he is more advanced 
than our magicians ; he has learned 
lessons that they have not yet ac- 
quired," consequently men of that 
stamp would decide that it was all by 
the same spirit, and they would not 
acknowledge the finger of God in it 

That may be a sample to all people 
in future generations in the maniles- 
tations of these powers. The wicked 
cannot discern and comprehend the 
difierence between these two powers. 
If we believe that there is a God and 
a heavenly host standing in His pre- 
sence, ready to do His behests, we 
must believe in the manifestations of 
divine power; and if we believ« that 
there are fallen spirits who have been 
cast down to this earth, we must also 
believe that they will manifest their 
power just as far as they are suffered 
or permitted. But we do not wish 
to dwell too long upon the history 
of past ages, we want to come down 
No, 5. 


more immediately to our own time. 

I now appeal to the aged and to 
the middle-aged in this assembly, and 
I will ask them this one question, 
" What was the condition of the world 
forty years ago in regard to miracu- 
lous manifestations of power, and to 
new revelation?" I am now speaking 
of the Christian world at large. Did 
they believe that God would perform 
any miracles in our day ? The old 
and the middle-aged know that the 
whole world had come to the conclu- 
sion that there was no such thing as 
supernatural power to be made mani- 
fest in our times. That was the 
almost universal belief among the 
children of men. When you talked 
to them about new revelation, they 
considered the very idea of such a 
thing a folly. Tradition had taught 
them and their fathers for many 
generations, that the book called the 
Old and New Testaments contained 
all that God ever did reveal or ever 
would reveal to the human family. 
This notion was not peculiar to some 
few classes of Christian society, but 
it was almost universal throughout 
Christendom. Such a thing as new 
revelation was discarded by them, all 
over the world. Said they, " The 
canon of Scripture is full, it is com- 
plete, and it is the very height of 
blasphemy to suppose that God would 
give any more !" 

This was the condition of mankind 
before this Church arose, forty years 
ago. By and hy an obscure individual^ 
a young man, rose up, and, in the 
midst of all Christendom, proclaimed 
the startling news that God had sent 
an angel to him; that through his 
faith, prayers, and sincere repentance 
he had beheld a supernatural vision, 
that he had seen a pillar of fire 
descend from Heaven, and saw two 
glorious personages clothed upon with 
this pillar of tire, whose countenance 
shone like the sun at noonday ; that 
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he beard one of these personages 
say, pointing to the other, "This is 
my beloved Son, hear ye him/ 1 This 
occurred before this young man was 
fifteen years of age; and it was a 
startling announcement to make in 
Die midst of a generation so com- 
pletely given up to the traditions of 
their fathers; and when this was pro- 
claimed by this young, unlettered boy 
to the priests and the religious socie* 
ties in the State of New York, they 
laughed him to scorn. "What! 11 said 
they, w visions and revelations in our 
day ! God speaking to men in our 
day!" They looked upon him as de- 
luded; they pointed the finger of 
scorn at him and warned their con- 
gregations against him. "The canon 
of Scripture is closed up; no more 
communications are to be expected 
from Heaven, The ancients saw 
heavenly visions and personages; 
they heard the voice of the Lord; 
they were inspired by the Holy 
Ghost to receive revelations, but be- 
hold no such thing is to be given to 
man in our day, neither has there 
teen for many generations past" This 
was the stj'le of the remarks made 
by religionists forty years ago. 

This young man, some tour years 
afterwaids, was visited again by a holy 
angeh It was not merely something 
speaking in the dark ; it was not 
something wrapped up in mystery, with 
no glory attending it, but a glorious 
angel whose countenance shone like 
a vivid flash of lightning, and who 
was arrayed in a white robe, and 
stood before him. This young man 
saw the countenance of the angel; 
he saw his person and his gl&ry and 
rejoiced therein. This angel revealed 
to him some great realities; not 
mysterious or dark sayings, covered 
up without any particular information, 
light or knowledge, but certain reali- 
ties were made manifest to him con- 
cerning the ancient inhabitants of 


this land. This angel told him that 
they were a branch of the House of 
Israel; that they kept sacred and 
holy records ; that those records were 
kept by prophets and inspired men ; 
that they ttere deposited, some four- 
teen centuries ago, after the nation 
had fallen into wickedness, by one of 
their last prophets, and that the time 
was at hand for this record ta be 
brought forth by the gift and power 
of God- 
Here, then, was a reality — some* 
thing great and glorious, and after 
having received from time to time, 
visits from these glorious personages, 
and talking with them, as one man 
would talk with another, face to face, 
beholding their glory, he was per- 
mitted to go and take these plates 
from the place of their deposit — plates 
of gold — records, some of which were 
made nearly six hundred years before 
Christ. And then, to show still 
further a reality, something tangible, 
the Urim and Thummim, a glorious 
instrument, used by ancient seers, 
was also obtained with the record, 
through which, by the gift and power 
of the Holy Ghost and by the com- 
mandment of Almighty God, he 
translated that record into our lan- 
guage, and the book was published 
in the fore part of the year 1830. 

During the translation, before the 
book was published, when the pro- 
phet came towards the latter patt of 
the record, he discovered that the 
ancient inhabitants of this continent 
were baptized in a certain way, by 
those having authority from Almighty 
G«d. He felt anxious to know how 
he, in connection with his scribe, 
Oliver Cowderj*, might participate 
in the blessings of this holy ordinance. 
They very well knew, from what God 
had revealed to them, and from what 
they had understood by translating 
the main portion of the record, that 
there was no man in all Christendom 


BKVRLATIONS AND MANIFESTATIONS, ETC. 


67 


that had authority to baptize them. 
They were anxious to know how they 
might be baptized, and how the au- 
thority might be restored. They 
went out into n grove, and joined in 
secret prayer, and the Lord sent a 
holy angel to them, a man who once 
dwelt on the earth, and hel l the 
Priesthood of his fathers, according 
to the promise of God to the lineage 
of Aaron. John the Baptist, the 
fore-runner of Christ, who was be- 
headed by Herod — John who preached 
repentance and baptism for the re- 
mission of sins, came to Joseph and 
Oliver Cowdery, as a ministering 
angeL 

Perhaps you may inquire here: 
Was John without a tabernacle? 
Was he a spirit or was he a personage 
of tabernacle, of flesh and bones ? 
We all know that he was beheaded 
before the crucifixion of Christ ; and 
if you wish to know the conditio a of 
John when ho came to Joseph and 
Oliver, raid the appendix to the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
and you will find that Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and many 
others, who are named there, among 
whom was John the Baptist, were 
with Christ in his resurrection ; that 
is, they came forth in the first resur- 
rection, at the time that Jesus re- 
ceived his body, About that period 
the graves of the Saints were opened 
and many of them came forth* John 
was amongst them ; and ho held, 
legally, the power, keys and Priest- 
hood, bestowed upon the lineage of 
his father, Aaron. 

AVhafc did John do, when ho ap- 
peared to brothers Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery ? He did not go 
forth into the water to baptize them, 
as he did anciently in the Jordan; 
but he gave the authority to them 
to baptize — he laid Ids hands upon 
their heads and ordained them. Thus 
the hands of an immortal being — a 


man sent from Heaven — were laid 
upon their heads ! They were or- 
dained to that same Priesthood thai 
John himself held, with the promise 
and prediction that that Priesthood 
should not be taken from the earth 
while the earth should stand. 

They were commanded to he bap- 
tized, and having received the autho- 
rity to ad minis ter the ordinance, they 
went forth and baptized each other, 
on the 15th of May, 1829 f nearly one 
year before the rise of this Church, 
which took place on the Ofh of April, 
1?30, Prior to the last mentioned 
date the Lord bestowed authority 
upon His servants to officiate in still 
higher ordinances than those per- 
taining to the Aaron to Priesthood. 
That Priesthood could administer 
baptism for the remission of sins, 
but it had no power or authority to 
administer the Spirit. But there 
was a Priesthood that had that power 
and authority. John speaks of an, ther 
Priesthood greater than that which 
he held. Said he, u There is one 
coming after me mightier than L 
He holds a Priesthood greater than 
that which has been bestowed upon 
me, namely, the Priesthood of Mel- 
chisedec. He shall baptize you with 
fire and the Holy Ghost, I can only 
administer in the outward ordinance; 
I hare not the right to administer to 
yon this higher ordinance " It was 
so with Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery : they could nnly baptize 
with water until they receive J a 
Priesthood greater than that winch 
John the Baptist held. An 1 when 
the L >rd was about to organize His 
Church, He prepared them by send- 
ing men who had once been bore mi 
the earth — namely, Peter, Jnmes and 
John, to bestow upon thorn this high; r 
Priesthood, 

How did these celestial personages 
come? Did they come manifesting 
themselves by a mere voice, or behind 
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some screen as it were? No, they 
came personally, b their glory. They 
not only manifested their persons and 
their glory, bat they also spoke and 
gave them the Melcbisedec Priest- 
hood, and the holy apostleship, which 
is equivalent to that Priesthood, and 
commanded thera to organize and 
build up the Church of God on the 
earth, and to administer by the lay- 
ing on of hands to those who were 
sincerely baptized in water, that they 
might be baptized with the greater 
baptism — of tire and the Holy Ghost, 
Here, then, was a succession of 
manifestations of power from the 
celestial abode, God did not suffer, 
in those days, Satan to make mani- 
festations of bis power in a very 
great degree, No such things as 
spirit rappings in those days! No 
such thing as planchc tc — a littler 
heart-shaped wooden thing that the 
devil makes use of in giving revela- 
tions, in those days. No such thing 
as tables dancing about the room by 
the power of Satan in those days ! 
No such thing as a power seizing 
npon the hands of a man and using 
them independent of his control to 
write out what were termed revel a* 
tions, in those days! But why didn't 
the devil manifest these powers long 
before that time ? Because God 
would not suffer him : the devil is 
under the control of the Almighty in 
some respects. He has fallen, and 
the Lord will not suffer him to go 
any further than He permits; and 
when the people have not the Gospel 
and Priesthood in their midst, and 
light and knowledge from the heavens, 
He will not suffer the devil to show 
forth his power to deceive and lead 
them astray j therefore He determined 
that the preliminary manifestations 
should come from the celestial world, 
and that the Priesthood with its 
power and authority should be given 
from on high, before He would sutler 
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the devil to come in and manifest his 
strong delusions! 

Suffice it to say, the Chuich was 
organized, individuals were baptised 
by water and with the Holy Ghost, 
and when they were filled with the 
Holy Ghost they were oftentimes, in 
those early stages of the Church, 
covered with a pillar of fire. They 
were immersed in and clothed upon 
with fire, and the Holy Ghost entered 
their hearts and they were filled with 
the spirit of prophecy, and with the 
gift of tongues, and in process of time 
with the gift of visions, and had 
power to heal the sick and cast out 
devils in the name of Jesus Christ, 
to build up the kingdom of God and 
establish righteousness upon the face 
of the earth, so far as they could gain 
influence over the hearts of the chil- 
dren of men. But wherever these 
servants of the Most High went per- 
secution followed them. There was 
a howl from the pulpit from Maine 
to Texas and from one extremity of 
the Union to the other, crying out 
against new revelation. All the 
papers and periodicals of the day, 
far and near, published articles agaii^t 
the idea of receiving new revelation; 
there seemed to be a perfect flood 
coming from all quarters of the land 
testifying to the supposed absurdity 
of receiving new communication from 
the Almighty, By and by persecu* 
tion became so great that scores and 
scores of the Saints were put to death 
in Missouri; and this was followed 
up until the Prophet and Patriarch 
of the Church were martyred and 
the people driven from their homes, 
their property destroyed, and ever; 
means in the power of the enemj 
used to uproot and destroy the full 
ness of the Gospel and the Priesthood 
out of the earth. 4 ; 1 

What was the matter in those 
days, and why were they so embit- 
tered against this people ? " Yot 
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have/' said they, " brought us some* 1 
thing so strange! You pretend to 
visions! You pretend to new revela- 
tions! You pretend that God has 
spoken! You pretend that angels 
have come! You pretend that God 
has revealed another record, another ■ 
Bible! You pretend that you have 
received the Priesthood and the apos- 
tleship, and (or these things you are 
not worthy to dwell in our midst! 
You must be persecute 1 from city to 
city, you must be driven from your 
houses and lands, your property must 
be confiscated and destroyed, and 
there is no power in tin's country of 
ours that can protect you in those I 
views which you have so strangely 
advanced in the midst of this Chris- 
tian country." 

Was there any polygamy in those 
days among the Latter-day Saints? 
No ; God hud nut revealed and esta- 
blished this practice among them in 
those days ; they were not persecuted 
for any such thing, it was not named ; 
but we were persecuted because we 
believed in the same principles that 
the ancient apostles and Christians 
believed in. But by and by, after 
having shed the blood of the prophets, 
and the S iints had been driven from 
their lands and from one city to 
another, and their property destroyed, 
when the wicked had ripened them- 
selves in iniquity, and prepared them* 
selves in a great degree for the over- 
whelming judgments of the Almighty, 
and when they found that the people 
^ were not to be put down by persecu- 
tion, and that we would continue 
publishing these new tidings, far and 
wide, the devil took another turn. 
What was it ? Said hg, w I see they 
cannot be put down with persecution, 
they go forth and the people will be- 
lieve them more or less; we cannot 
destroy the in, and if we destroy their 
property and drive them from place 
to place it makes no diflerence, so I 


will show them that the world can 
have revelation enough, 11 and he com- 
menced, But instead of calling upon 
I men and beginning something gmat 
and good, in a godlike manner, he 
called upon certain females, residing 
not far from where the plates of the 
Book of Mormon were found, where 
the people had been warned, perhaps, 
longer than in any other portion of 
the United States. These ladies, 
Misses Fox by name, began bringing 
forth supernatural manifestations. 
Others did the same in a short time, 
and they have continued until the 
present day and have spread over the 
I whole United States and many other 
parts of the world. If you go forth 
and make inquiries in regard to these 
manifestations,* you will find that 
there are several million** of people 
in this country that believe in them. 
What a change between now and 
forty years ago! Then yon couli 
scarcely find one in the whole Chris- 
tian world that would admit the pro- 
bability of new revelation or super- 
natural manifestations; now there 
are millions in the United States 
! alone! 

Do these manifestations affect, for 
good, those who believe in them? 
Do they cause them to repent of 
their sins? So; they who blaspheme 
the name of God almost with every 
breath, and that will cheat and tiike 
every advantage possible of their 
brethren ; they who will lie and steal 
and do every species of wickedness 
and abominations are the very ones 
that the devil works through ; still 
' the whole Christian world, apparently, 
are now willing to admit new revela- 
tion. Ob, yes! They have forgotten 
, how they persecuted the Latter-day 
Saints because they believed in new 
revelation, and they can now believe 
in revelation by wholesale! They 
will not believe in records given 
through the medium of the prophets; 
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hut they are ready enough to believe 
if a wicked man who will blaspheme 
the name of Jesus is the medium and 
is made a participant in this great- 
power. Such characters do not need 
any organization from God, they do 
not need any baptism, ordinances or 
Priesthood, 

The devil has invented various 
names for his manifestations in order 
to get the people to swallow them 
down; the same an the doctors. When 
they wish to ad minister some nauseous 
kind of medicine, they sweeten it up 
a little. So the devil has sweetened 
up these things in such a way that he 
has got almost all these manifesta- 
tions under the name of science. If 
yon want to see a species of devilism 
made manifest, it conies out under a 
scientific phraseology, under the 
specious name of elect ro- biology, 
animal- magnetism, or some such 
popular name— names that have been 
given to real sciences, which have 
their laws, founded in nature, are 
now given to these supernatural 
manifestations. Why does Satan use 
these artifices? Because the people 
at the present day have become natu- 
rally scientific, or a great, many of 
them have; and the devil thinks if he 
can only invent a real, nice, beautiful 
name, with some resemblance to a 
scientific name, a great many of these 
persons will swallow it down, and 
think it all right 

Several years ago, about the time 
of the commencement of the war, 
Brother Eras* us Snow and myself 
were down in New York City. Spi- 
ritualism, at that time, was all the 
order of the day. Almost all those 
old memlx-i-s oHhe Church that had 
been in Nauvoo and Kirtland and had 
apostatized, had fled into New York, 
Philadelphia, St, Louis, and through- 
out the Eastern cities; and in going 
through any of these cities, if you 


heard anything about these apos'ates, 
you would hear about them being 
great mediums: there was scarcely a 
case but what they were spiritual 
mediums. Some of the worst kind of 
apostates — apostates who had turned 
a a ay front every thing good, from 
every principle of righteousness, had 
become great mediums. Some of 
them were writing mediums; somo 
of them would work with a table; 
some would have manifestations in 
one way and some in another. 

While brother Snow and I were 
in New York, a very learned judge, n 
man very noted for his great attain- 
ments, and who hat! been a judge in 
the City of New York, I think his 
name was Edmunds, gave us an inter- 
view. We promised to meet him 
early in the evening. I think we 
stayed until nearly twelve at night 
and talked with that man. He had 
written a great many works in rela- 
tion to spiritualism, and had lectured 
at New York and other places to very 
large assemblies in regard to its- 
tjmtlu We were very glad to have 
an opportunity of 1 1 earing from his 
own mouth something about these 
supernatural manifestations. We did 
nut expect to gain any particular 
light, any further than this — while 
travelling on a mission abroad we 
wished to know how to detect trie 
de?il on his own ground, in relation 
to those things we had continually to 
meet with- Jlr. Edmunds told us 
about the mediums speaking in Greek 
and in L.itin; about persons who had 
never learned to write and had never 
written a word in their lives, whose 
arms had been taken possession of,, 
and their writing a great variety of 
writing ; also about bells being carried* 
about the room and rung. He also- 
informed us that many persons had- 
not only seen and heard these mani- 
festations, but they had actually seen* 
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the personages, by whom they were ' 
made, especially their faces, arms and 
hands. 

We inquired of him, if they believed 
in any Priesthood? Oh, no. "Do 
they generally believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Savior of the world?" 
" Oh no, he was a very good man, no 
doubt, and wrote a good meny good 
precepts; he was nut much better than 
other good men, only he happened to 
have some precepts beyond the age in 
which he lived. Bat this age is far 
superior to that, and consequently nil 
those things that Jesus and his apos- 
tles revealed are thrown in the shade. 
They belonged to a semi- barbarous 
age, but wo have a system and dis- 
pensation far superior to that." This 
was the tenor of this gentleman's 
conversation in regard to these things* 
He also told about different soheres 
of glory, and different orders of angels, 
the latter, we were told, being person- 
ages from d ifferent spheres. They 
required no Priesthood, no authority, 
no ordinances, no such thing as bap- 
tism or organization. j 

When we heard these things we 
saw, truly, that as the devil did mani- 
fest his power in ancient times among 
the Kgyptians, because they had per- 
secuted the people of God, put to 
death their young infants, and shed 
innocent blood, even so, directly in 
the midst of our nation, his evil 
power was again manifested in strong 
delusion. Having persecuted the 
Saints of God, and having shed the 
blood of His prophets and Saints and 
driven them from place to place* 
and banished them beyond the Rocky 
Mountains, thinking that they had 
certainly got rid of them, and that 
they would perish there. Having 
become so exceedingly wicked, we 
saw that the devil was showing forth 
bis power on the right hand and on 
the left, fur their delusion and de- 
struction. 


| Now let us again speak af the apos" 
tates. Apostates seem to be the 
greatest mediums in Spritualism, 
where they have neither order, church, 
nor Priesthood. These apostates, 
generally, had fallen into the idea that 
Jesus, and the apostles and prophets 
of ancient times, were living in bar- 
barous ages, Jar behind Hie civilization 
of our day, hut that they were called 
upon to open up a wonderful dispen- 
sation, and to reveal light far superior 
to that which had ever been revealed 
by any prophet who ever lived on 
the earth. This seems to have been 
j the general idea of those apostates 
called mediums, I do not know hat 
I am taking up too much time, but I 
must now come a little nearer home. 

You have no doubt heard and re- 
flected upon what is termed a very 
great and wonderful " movement" — 
some tiling that is going to build np 
. Zion in purity, taking place in our 
midst. The M movement'* was com- 
menced by a few individuals who had 
been cut off by the highest authority 
of the Church and kingdom of God, 
and expelled because of teaching and 
publishing things contrary to the 
order of this Church. Now what do 
you suppose is the rea! foundation on 
which these few individuals are 
working? I will tell you, and what 
1 tell you, I will tell ymi as a person 
that has heard from their own mouths; 
I would much rather have it from 
their own mouths than from a second 
hand source, I have seen Messrs. 
W. S, God be and E. L. T. Harrison 
i once since they w T ere cut off fr om the 
Church. I went to see Mr, Godbe, 
bat he was not at home. I was 
invited to take a seat in the presence 
of Mr, E, L. T. Harrison, and heard 
him, for an hour or two, relate his 
spiritual manifestations, Mr. Godbe, 
hearing that 1 had been to see him, 
sent me a letter requesting me to 
I meet again with tbem. 1 met with 
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hira in a private room, separate from 
any of the rest, and I had a long 
conversation with him. My object 
in meeting with these gen tie men was 
to see if it were possible to point out 
to them their foolishness and the 
foolishness of their conduct and the 
course they were taking, what it would 
lead to and bow much misery it would 
make them in time to come if they 
did not repent. I did not know, be- 
fore going to see them, that they were 
80 fully wrapt up in Spritualism, or 
what I term Spritualism, for it is a 
species of this same kind of Spiritual- 
ism of which I have been speaking. 
They both, separately, one on one 
evening, the other on another, related 
to me their supernatural mani Testa- 
tions, commencing gome fifteen months 
before. They told mc they had had 
interviews, by hearing a voice without 
seeing any person, with Heber C. 
Kimball, who taught them a great 
warty (hinf>s which, according to my 
ideas, conflicted with the instructions 
contained in the Doctrine and Coven- 
ants, such as sending men on missions, 
etc. The tenor of the instructions 
he received on this subject was that 
no person, when called on a mission, 
need go unless he got the light of the 
Spirit thereon in his own heart, to 
tell him whether it was right that he 
should go; in other words they need 
not go because of being appointed by 
the voice of the Priesthood or the 
general Conference of the Latter-day 
Saints, Now, who does not know, 
except those who are infatuated and 
overcome by false spirits, that that is 
directly in opposition to the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants ? The Lord 
says there, 4 4 Whomsoever you shall 
lay your hands upon and ordam and 
send forth, I will be with them and 
bless them; I will go before their 
faces and will be on their rearward, 
and my Spirit shall be in their hearts," 
It is not, therefore, for every man, 


when he is commanded by the voice 
of the Priesthood, to think he is to 
be his own jtfdgpe whether he is to 
go forth on that calling or not and 
still remain in fellowship. That is 
not the way of Heaven, for the Lord 
says in the same book that "all 
things" — remember this is very broad 
in its nature — "all things shall be 
done by the voice of my people and 
by the voice of my servants whom I 
have appointed, pertaining to the 
calling aud missions of the Priest- 
hood;" and all things pertaining to 
the building up of the kingdom of 
God are to be done in this way. Now 
these spirits have taught them di- 
rectly to the contrary of this They 
named over to me other individuals 
who came to them. They said that 
Joseph Smith came to them ; that 
Peter 9 James and John came to them ; 
they also said that Jesus, himself, 
came to them, and that Solomon 
came to them, and he was rather 
against the idea, recorded in *he Book 
of Mormon, about his concubines; lie 
said he never had any concubines, 
but that all his women, so far as he 
understood the subject, were wives. 
This repudiates not only the Book of 
Mormon but the Scriptures also, for 
in the latter we are told that he had 
seven hundred wives and three hun- 
dred concubines. The Book ot Mor- 
mon does not number the concubines 
and wives that he had ; but the record, 
contained there, seemed to touch the 
feelings of the old gentleman, and he 
desiied tn get out of it and to ex- 
plain the matter. He said the things 
con tamed in the Book of Mormon 
and Scriptures were not to be received 
just as they were spoken, and that be 
felt himself justified in contradicting 
that saying of Jacob in the Book of 
Mormon, So much for Solomon's 
visit 

They also snid that James, in con- 
nection with Peter and John, gave 
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them many instructions, which Mr. 
Godbe read to me ; he also read to 
me many instructions purporting to 
have come from Heber C. Kimball 
and Joseph Smith, and he told me 
there was a great deal more that they 
did not let me see* Probably I was 
not strong enough in the fait h t to see 
it These statements were made to 
me in the most perfect plainness. I 
told them, " I do not believe in the 
truth fulness of your manifestations. 
I believe you have had manifesta- 
tions, just as you say, but I do not 
believe that Peter, James, John, Solo- 
mon, Joseph Smith, Heber Kimball 
or Jesus has been to you. 1 do not 
believe one of them has been to you, 
it is the devil, just the same as he 
has manifested himself in the world/' 
" Gh/' said they, " here is the difference 
between us and them: we believe in 
the Priesthood; we believe in plu- 
rality of wives; we believe in the 
order of the Church/ 1 and so on. 
Said I, " Dou't you know that the 
devil would be very foolish, if he 
wished to lead astray men who had 
been in this Church, who had been 
taught for years to believe the prin- 
ciples you believe in, if he should 
undertake to lead them astray by 
telling them there was no truth in 
all these things? The devil can 
adapt himself to the belief of any 
person. If you believed in plurality 
he would make you think it was all 
right. If he could get you to swallow 
down one or two great lies that 
would effect your destruction, and 
which you would preach and destroy 
many others, he would not mind how 
many truths you might believe* He 
would be willing that you should be- 
lieve a gteat many things absolutely 
true if he could only deceive you and 
lead you astray and get you to reject 
some of the fundamental principles 
of your salvation, and the salvation 
of the people." M But 0/' said they, 


"how happy we feel! We do not 
feel any animosity to any one; no 
anger in our bosoms. We love the 
President and his council; we love 
the Twelve and the whole Church.' 1 

"Now/* said I, "supposing, for 
argument's sake, that you really be- 
lieve these manifestations were from 
God, but that the personages calling 
themselves Peter, James, John, 
Joseph, Jesus, Heber C, Kimball 
were not those personages at all, so 
long as your faith was fixed that they 
were what they represented them- 
selves to be, what would be your 
feelings about it? You would die 
for it, just the same as the Pagans 
will do for their ido" worship; just 
the same as thousands have done 
among the false sects of Christendom 
in ages past. They were sincere, 
they had joy in their works, but by 
and by, as the Book of Mormon says, 
'the end comes and they are hewn 
down and cast into the fire.' " 

So those men have joy in their 
works; they are as happy as happy 
can be, apparently, because they be- 
lieve in these simple, foolish, vain, 
false spirits that have taken advantage 
of them to lead them astray. Said 
T, " The truo reason that I do not 
believe in any of your manifestations 
is, that your 1 manifesto,' that you 
have published and sent forth among 
the people, contains things so abso- 
lutely in opposition to the Rook of 
Doctrine and Covenants that 1 know 
no good angel or spirit ever revealed 
them to you." Mr. Godbe wanted to 
know in what respects. I pointed 
out a number of things where they 
come out in opposition to that book. 
In order to get around this he told 
me that the spirits had manifested 
that it (the Book of doctrine and 
Covenants) was not to be relied upon 
in the fullest sense of the word, in 
our present state of light and know- 
ledge; that those revelations aud 
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commandments were given in our 
we a k ri e w ; bu t t h a t G od h ad grea ter 
light to give ns now, lie nee we must 
not bike i hem exactly as they are. 

T referred to the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, in opposition to their 
"manifesto," to show how the Lord 
and His Priesthood were to govern 
and r: ntrol in temporal as well as in 
spin t mil things; "but," said I, "your 
spirits teach that they must only 
teach the spiritual t hi tigs, and have 
no business to assume control in 
temporal concerns, but let every man 
follow the hent of his own mind," 
"This," said I, "proves to me that 
yonr spirits never came from God." 
I was very gentle with them; did 
not express myself harshly, but in a 
plain and painted manner. 

I have taken up this subject, of 
false and true spiritual manifestations, 
and laid it before this congregation 
on the spur of the momenl. I in- 
quired of brother Brigham, as I came 
on the stand, on what subject! should 
speak, arid lie said, " Every spirit 
that cf >nfesses that Jesus is the Christ 
h of God. and every spirit that does 
not confess this is not of God." The 
nature of these spirits, in their mani- 
festations, is to lessen the power and 
authority of the great Redeemer, as 
our God and the Lord of this creation* 
Yon go among the Spiritualists 
abroad nnd you can scarcely find one 
individual that will acknowledge the 
power, glory and greatness of our 
Redeemer. So it is with those who 
manifest themselves here. They dare 
not come out all at once; but, as I 
told them, "Yon are so infatuated, so 
led astray by these false manifesta- 
tion?, and yon believe them so firmly, 
I Pee no possible hope for your re- 
covery, until, perhaps, at some future 
time i he revelations that you will 
get may be so absurd as to stagger 
your own faith • then you may go 
into infidelity." 
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I expect this. I find that this is 
the case with these manifestations 
abroad, The mediums will work at 
them for a F#ason, but they find so 
many absurdities and contradictious, 
that they finally relinquish them, 
and turn to infidelity, and say, " There 
is no truth in anything," 

Pardon me for speaking so plain. 
I did not pledge myself when Messrs. 
Harrison and God be spoke to me 
about their manifestations that I 
would hold my peace. I told them I* 
had spoken very pointedly against 
their principle?, and I intended to do 
so in the future, believing, with all 
my heart, and knowing that they 
were not from Heaven. 

Did they see any of these person- 
ages ? Both of them say they saw 
none of them; it was merely a voice 
that they heard. They pretended to 
have seen alight when Jesus came; 
after he had talked a little while they 
say they saw a little light, but no 
personage. 

How very different were the mani- 
festations I have laid before you, 
when Jesus ministered lo Joseph 
Smith, and when the angels came to 
him! He not only heard their voices 
but saw their persons imd their glory, 
and how they were dressed; and he 
was inspired to build up the kingdom 
of God and bring forth the records 
of the Book of ilormon. How very 
different from this is this covering 
themselves up in the dark todeceivo! 
The whole spirit world in the lower 
orders is full of deception, and unless 
you hope something to detect and 
understand the true from the false 
you are liable to be led astray and 
destroyed. 

I do not know that I need say 
anything further about these two 
powers, only that all evil powers 
will go to their own place; and, 
unless these men repent, the same 
being that has power over them here 
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In the flesh will hold tliem in cap- 
tivity in the next world ; unless they 
repent, the same being who gives 
them revelation here will hold the 
mastery orer the in there, and will 
control them ; and if they do not tind 
a dictating and controliug power in 


the Priesthood, they will find it 
among those beings to whom they 
have yielded themselves subject to 
obey; and so will every other person 
that yields to false influences : they 
will be overcome and Satan will de- 
stroy them, unless they repent. Amen* 


SYNOPSIS OF REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIG HAM YOUNG, 
At the Funbral of the late President Daniel Spent kk, on Tut hay, 

Di'K 'EMBER 10TH, 18B8, AT THE 13m WARD ASSEMBLY IloOMS, (J RE AT 

Salt Lake City. 


" Blessed are the dead thai- die in 
the Lord : yea, snith the spirit, hence- 
forth they rest from their labors or, 
in other words, blessed are those who 
have received the Priesthood of the 
Son of God, and have honored it in 
their lives. Those who have honored 
their calling and Priesthood to the 
end die in the Lord, and their works 
do follow them. Our brother has 
lived faithful during his life, and has 
gone to his rest. We do not mourn 
as others do. We can truly my that 
we have a hope — a knowledge. The 
way of life and salvation has been re- 
vealed tu us, giving us knowledge of 
the present and future. We rejoice. 
Shall we rejoice that we have the 
opportunity of paying the last respects 
due (o this lifeless clay, which a few 
days ago was alive and active, full of 
spirit, attending the High Council, 
piving decisions full of knowledge ? 
Yes, we will rejoice. It is a matter 
of rejoicing more than the day of his 
birth. It is true it is grievous to part 
with our friends. We are creatures 
of passion, of sympathy, of love, and 
it is painful for us to part with our 


friends. We would keep I he in in the 
mortal house, though they should 
sutler pain. Are wu not .selfish in 
this? Should we not rather rejoice 
at the departure of tho.se wh .se lives 
have been devoted to duing good, to 
a good old age? Brother Spencer 
has lived beyond what is counted to 
be the common age of man some four 
or five years; hi.s judgment, was as 
active as it was twenty- five years 
ago. He has Iveen faithful in this 
holv war. He instructed all with 
whom lie met in the way of life. Ho 
never gave counsel but what marked 
the way to life everlasting. 

I say to the wives and children 
and relations, we have more reason to 
rejoice for Daniel Spencer to-day, 
than on any day of his mortal life* 
He lives — he bus gone on a mission. 
We are taking steps to the very place 
he lias gone to. That which wns 
made subject to sin through the fall, 
has fled to its eternal place. This is 
only a mystery to those who do not 
understand. But we have joy in the 
dissolution of the body. While the 
spirit remains in the body, it is liable 
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to sin and overthrow. We are only 
preserved by the grace of God and 
our own faithfulness. Brother Spencer 
was, while in the body, subject to 
temptations and the vanities that are 
in the world. So with us. That 
silent clay is consigned to rest, and 
the spirit is free — gone to God who 
gave it. How fur had he to go to 
get to the Lord ? According to the 
ancients, he is dwelling there, David 
savs, 41 If I were to flee to the utter- 
most parts of the earth, thou art 
there/* God is everywhere by His 
Spirit, and his spirit is free — it can 
see the Lord as well in this room as 
to travel millions of miles away. If 
he is watching us now, be has not the 
privilege of speaking to us. God 
has placed the spirits of the departed 
subject to bounds, and they are con- 
trolled by certain laws. They have 
not the privilege of joining with us 
in our mental exercises ; yet brother 
Spencer is in the presence of the 
Lord. Shall we be in the presence 
of God, as brother Spencer is? Yes, 
if we are faithful, for we have the 
privilege of being crowned with im- 
mortality and eternal lives. All 
people have their guardian angels. 
Whether our departed dead guard us 
is not for me to say. 1 can say we 
have our guardian angels. 

I say to the family of brother 
-Spencer, there is no cause to mourn. 
This body is sown in mortality. This 
tabernacle is from the elements of 
the earth. We are of the earth, 
earthy, yet this tabernacle, through 
faithfulness whilst here in the flesh t 
has the promise of a glorious resur- 
rection. If the spirit brought into 
subjection the whole man, bringing 
every portion of the flesh subject to 
the Jaw of God, it has the promise 
of a resurrection. All the component 
parts of this body, which now lies 
before us, will be resurrected, and be 
prepared to enter into the presence 
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of the Father and the Son. Some 
have supposed that it matters not 
what particles we receive again. In 
this they are mistaken. The parts 
which have been honored by the 
faithfulness of the spirit in this life 
will be joined in the life to come. 

It has been the idea of many that 
the spirit goes directly to God who 
gave it. Does it remain there? Go 
on the great battle-field of the past, 
and if they could be seen the spirits 
of the slain are hovering around their 
dust. They stay about this earth 
until there is another call for them. 
The kingdom and pi sice where brother 
Spencer is called to dwell, he will be 
in. Every departed spirit is subject 
to the laws that govern the spirit 
world. What do we gain by being 
faithful to the Gospel of the Son of 
God ? We gain life and salvation. 
Salvation in this world and the world 
to come. When they leave the body 
those spirits are free from the power 
of the enemy. There arc wicked men 
in the spirit world, Millions of them 
will have the privilege of receiving 
the Gospel in the spirit, that they 
may be judged according to men in 
the flesh, and no doubt but many 
will reject the Gospel there. Jesus 
went to preach to the spirits in prison. 
The faithful Elders who leave this 
world will preach to the spirits in 
the spirit world. In that world there 
are millions and millions to every 
Elder who leaves here, and yet every 
spirit will be preached to that has 
had a tabernacle on the earth and 
become acountable. 

This is the plan of salvation. J esus 
will never cease his work until all 
are brought up to the enjoyment of 
a kingdom in the mansions of his 
Father, where there are many king- 
doms and many glories, to suit the 
works and faithfulness of all men 
that have lived on the earth. Some 
will obey the celestial law and receive 
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of its glory, some will abide the ter- 
restrial and some the telestial, and 
others will receive a glory. Our 
brother is living to-day, and is bright 
with intelligence to preach the Gospel 
in the spirit world* We know where 
his remains are. They are here. 
But where is his spirit ? He is in 
the line of his duty, and prepared to 
do more good than if he were upon 
the earth, As quickly as the spirit 
is unlocked from this house of clay, 
it is free to travel with lightning 
speed to any planet, or fixed star, or 
to the uttermost part of the earth, or 
to the depths of the sea, according to 
the will of Him who dictates. Every 
faithful man's labor will continue as 
long as the labor of Jesus, until all 
things are redeemed that can be re- 


deemed, and presented to the Father, 
There is a great work before us. We 
plant the seed in the ground and it 
comes forth, being warmed by the 
sun and nourished by the earth. By 
the same great laws of God the earth 
and its fullness have been produced, 
giving various degrees of intelligence. 
The Lord is raising^a crop, and He 
will continue to labor until the work 
is finished. 

May we all be faithful as brother 
Spencer was, I say to his family, 
God bless you. You have cause to 
rejoice. In 1840 he was ready to go 
into the grave with consumption, but 
he embraced the Gospel, health was 
restored to him, and he has lived to 
a good old age and lias done a good 
work. May God bless you. Amen. 


HISTORICAL DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE A. SMITH, 
Delivered is the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, June 20, 1869. 


(Reported by David W. Evans.) 


When Joseph Smith w g about 15 
years old there was, in the western 
part of the State of New York, a con- 
siderable excitemeut upon the subject 
of religion. The various denomina- 
tions in that part of the country were 
stirred up with a spirit of revival . 
They held protracted meetings and 
many were converted. At the end 
of this excitement a scramble ensued 
as to which of the denominations 
should have the proselytes. 

Of the family of Joseph Smith, his 
mother, his brothers Ityrum and 
Samuel, and sister Sophronia, became 


members of the Presbyterian Church, 
Joseph reflected much upon the sub- 
ject of religion, and was astuuished 
at the ill-feeling that seemed to have 
grown out of the division of the 
spoils, if we may so use the term, ,at 
the close of the reformation. He 
spent much time in prayer and re- 
flection and in seeking the Lord. He 
was led to pray upon the subject in 
consequence of the declaration of the 
Apostle James: "If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God that 
giveth to all men liberally and up- 
braideth not" [James, 1st chap., 5th 
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ver.se.] He sought, the Lord by day 
and by night, and was enlightened 
by the vision of an holy angel. When 
this personage appeared to him, one 
of his first inquiries was, *' Which of 
the denominations of Christians in 
the vicinity was fight?" He was 
told they luid all gone a stray , they 1 
had wandered into darkness, and that 
God was about to restore the Gospel 
in its simplicity and purify to the 
earth ; he was, consequently, directed 
not to join any one of them, but (o be 
humble and seek the Lord with all 
his heart, and that front time to time 
he should be taught and instructed in 
relation to the right way to serve the 
Lord. * ! 

These visions continued from time 
to time, and in 1830 he published to 
the world the translation of the book 
now known as the "Book of Mormon/* 
and on the 6th of April of that year, 
having received the authority by spe- 
cial revelation, organized the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
which was composed of six members- — 
namely, Joseph Smith, Oliver Cow- 
dery, By ram Smith, Peter Whitmer, ' 
jun., Samuel H. Smith and David 
Whitmer. 

The family of Joseph Smith were 
in moderate circumstances. They 
were very industrious, and had held 
a respectable position in society ; but 
on this occasion the tongue of slander 
was pointed at them, and very soon 
after the organization of the Church, , 
vexatious lawsuits were commenced, 
and Joseph was arrested and taken 
before a magistrate and dismissed. 

El 

He was again. Wrested at id taken to 
an adjoining county and treated con- 
temptuously, spit upon and insulted 
in various other ways. His case was 
investigated and he was again dis- 
missed. This time the mob resolved 
to treat him (o a coat of tar and 
feathers, from which, however, he 
was shitLfcd by the officers in whose 
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custody he had been held. It was 
looked upon, by many in those days, 
as a species of fun to treat Joseph 
Smith or the Elders of the Church, 
wherever they went, in a con temp* 
tuous manner. The pulpit and the 
press almost invariably joined in the 
outcry against the new Church, and 
the predictions were that in a few 
days it would be annihilated. 

After a few months a Conference 
was organized and missionaries started 
towards the West, Joseph having been 
commanded, by revelation from the 
Lord, to establish a gathering place 
near the western boundary of Mis- 
souri. He accordingly sent mission- 
aries in that direction, among whom 
were Oliver Cowdery and Parley P. 
Pratt. On their way across the 
State of Ohio they visited a society 
known as the Campbell ites, led by 
Sidney Iligdon. They preached to 
them and baptized Rigdon and about 
a hundred members of his church, 
many of whom, and their children, 
are citizens of this Territory to-day. 
After this they continued their journey 
westward to Independence, in the 
vicinity of Jackson county. Soon 
after this the Saints who were scat- 
tered in various parts of Western 
New York removed, part to Missouri 
and part to Kir tl at id, in Geauga, now 
1 Lake, county, Ohio, where they 
founded a city and built a Temple. 
In Jackson county, Missouri, they 
purchased land, built mills, established 
a printing office, the first one that 
was established in the western part 
of the State of Missouri, and opened 
an extensive mercantile house. They 
introduced the culture of wheat and 
many other kinds of grain, for the 
inhabitants of that locality were prin- 
cipally new settlers, and they culti- 
vated chiefly Indian corn. The Saints 
also commenced the culture of fruit, 
and although they came there with 
little means, the heads of families 
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were generally able to bay from forty 
acres to a section of land, and in a 
few months, by their untiring indus- 
try, they began to prosper and flourish 
in a manner almost astonishing. 

In about two years, however, they 
met with opposition ; a mob assem- 
bled and tore down their printing 
office, broke open their mercantile 
house, scattered their goods to the 
four winds. They also seized their 
Bishop and presiding Elders, and in- 
flicted upon them personal abuse, 
such as whipping, and daubing them 
with tar and feathers, while others 
were mutilated and killed, which 
finally resulted, in the month of 
November, lb 133, in the expulsion 
from the county of Jackson of about 
fifteen hundred people; about three 
hundred of their houses were burned 
to ashes. 

During the per od of the residence 
of the Saints in this connty there 
had never been a lawsuit of any 
description instituted against any of 
thorn; if there had been any viola- 
tion of law amongst them, there 
were ample means to have had the 
law enforced, because the officers, 
both civil and military, were not of 
their faith- But the real facts of the 
case were, the Saints were regarded as 
fanatics; and one of the main points in 
a declaration published against them 
was, that they " blasphemously pro- 
fessed to heal the sick with holy oil." 
In accordance with the instructions 
of St. James, contained in his epistle, 
5th chap, and 11th verse, it has ever 
been a practice in the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
from its organization, when any are 
sick among them, to send for the 
Elders of the Church to anoint such 
with oil and pray for them, believing 
the Apostle James, " that the prayer 
of faith will save the sick," This item 
of faith is still practiced in all the 
branches of the Church, and thousands 


and tens of thousands bear testimony 
at the present ti iuo of I he miraculous 
healings that have been eiTccted by 
the power of Gnd through these ad- 
ministrations. Yet at that period 
it was miide a crime, and was one of 
the principal charges on which the 
Latter-day Saints were exp-ilcd from 
Jackson county. 

From this county the Sail Us were 
driven to Clay county, and most of 
them remained there about three 
years, during which time they in- 
formed a great amount of labor far 
the people! of Clay county, for the in- 
habitants were mostly new settlers 
who possessed nothing seemingly in 
the way of property save Indian corn, 
hogs and cattle. They hired the 
Saints to labor, who made brick, 
built tine houses, and enlarged their 
farms, erected mills, and, in fact, 
acquired considerable property by 
industry in laboring tor \hv people in 
Clay county. The mob of Jackson 
county endeavored to stir up the 
people of Clay against the Saints, 
which culminated in a request on the 
part of the people of Clay that the 
Latter-day Saints would leave. They 
accordingly hunted urn, i\ uew county 
without inhabitants and almost with- 
out timber, called Caldwell county, 
and moved into it, p iroh using laud 
and occuj>j T ing it, of which they were 
the sole inhabitants, They also 
spread out into the r.dj lining ,10 w 
counties, on to the unoccuptV.l land, 
and purchased and improved it 

From the best of my recollection the 
Latter-day Saints paid theUuifcedStatea 
Government some §318,000 for land 
in the State of Missouri, but yet, iu 
the winter and early spring of 1839, 
they were expelled from that State, 
with the entire loss of t heir lands and 
Improvements and most of their per- 
sonal property, under an extermi- 
nating order from Lilburn V, Hoggs, 
Governor of that State, requiring 
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them to leave under pain of exter- 
mination. But they were told that 
any of them who would renounce 
their religion would be permitted to 
stay. The result was that about 
fifteen thousand persons were ex- 
pelled fiora Missouri and their pro- 
perty> to most of which they still 
hold the titles: and when the dav 
arrives that the Constitution of the 
United States becomes absolutely the 
supreme law of the land, so that all 
men can be protected in their civil 
and religious rights, they and their 
children will go back and enjoy their 
cherished homes in the State of Mis- 
souri. 

After leaving Missouri they located 
themselves in the State of Illinois. 
There was a town known as Com- 
merce — noted for being unhealthy, 
The location was very beautiful, but 
the place was surrounded with swamp j 
lands to a considerable extent. At- 
tempts had been made to settle it, ! 
but there were a great many graves 
in the burying ground, and but very 
few living people in the vicinity. 
The Saints went there and purchased 
property. They drained the swamps 
and cleaned them out, and converted 
the whole vicinity into gardens, and 1 
continued to improve and enlarge the 
place until February, 1846. The 
commencement of the settlement in 
Commerce, Hancock county, Illinois, 
was in the summer of 1839. 

June 27, 1841, Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith, the Prophet and Patriarch of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, were murdered in Carth- 
age jail, in Hancock county, Illinois, 
while under the pledge of the Go- 
vernor, Thos, Ibrd, who had plighted 
the faith of the State, at the time of 
their arrest, that they should be pro- 
tected from mob violence, and have a 
fair trial in the lawfully constituted 
courts of the State. They were con- 
fined in jail on a trumped up charge 


. of treason upon the affidavit of a 
■ drunken vagabond. They were mur- 
dered by about 150 persons with 
blackened faces, some of them persons 
of high position in society, I will 
here say that in all these transactions 
— I refer to the outrages committed 
by the mobs on the Latter-day Saints 
' —there never was a single instance 
| of the guilty parties being brought to 
justice under the laws of the State 
where the occurrence transpired, 

The city of Nauvoo and vicinity 
had probably about 20,000 inhabi- 
tants. They were remarkable for 
their industry, and the city was con- 
spicuous for peace, quietness and good 
order, and for the rapid manner in 
which improvements had been made. 
They continued to build up the city 
though they were constantly harassed 
by mob violence, and warned from 
time to time that they should he 
driven away. They finished the 
Temple, which was one of the most 
beautiful structures in the Western 
States, and dedicated it unto the 
Lord, They were progressing with 
other large buildings, establishing 
factories and making many improve- 
ments, when the eflorts of mobocracy 
culminated in their expulsion from 
their beautiful city and Temple, 

That they might not act hastily nor 
unadvisedly, a committee of Latter- 
day Saints prepared a petition and 
1 sent it to the Governor of every State 
in the Union, except the Governor of 
Missouri, and also to the President 
of the United States, asking them 
for an asylum, and to afford them 
that protection which was extended 
to other religious bodies. All the 
States, except one, treated their ap- 
plication with silence. Governor 
Drew, of Arkansas, wrote them a 
respectful letter, in which he advised 
them to seek a home in Oregon, 

Previous to the death of Joseph 
Smith, he had selected twenty-five 
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men — most of whom now reside here 
—-to explore the Rocky Mountains, 
with the view of finding a place 
where they could make a location 
that would be out of the range and 
beyond the influence of mobs, where 
they could enjoy the rights guaran- 
teed to them by the Constitution of 
our common country. The premature 
death of Joseph and Hyram Smith, 
however, prevented their departure; 
the result was that, during the year 
1845, it devolved upon the Twelve 
to carry out this design. But in the 
course of that year the mob broke 
upon them with more than their usual 
fury. They commenced by burning 
the farm-houses in the vicinity of 
Lima; they burned 175 houses with- 
out the least resistance on the part of 
the inhabitants. The sheriff of Han- 
cock county issued orders for the 
" citizens who were not Mormons" to 
turnout and stop the burning; but 
none obeyed his order. He then 
issued a proclamation calling upon 
all, irrespective of sect or party, to 
turn out and stop the burning. The 
burning was accordingly stopped, but 
there was a general outcry against 
the " Mormons/' and immediately 
nine counties assembled in convention 
and passed a decree that the "Mor- 
mons" should leave the State. Go- 
vernor Ford said it was impossible to 
protect the people of Nanvoo, The 
Hon. Stephen A, Douglas, Gen, John 
J* Hardin and several other gentlemen 
repaired thither and made a kind of a 
treaty with them, in which it was 
agreed that mob violence and vexatious 
lawsuits were to cease on condition 
that the people of Xauvoo would leave 
the State, and that they would assist 
the Saints in the disposal of their 
property. It was also agrued 'that if 
a majority would leave, the remainder 
should be permitted to remain until 
they, by the sale of jtheir property, 
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were able to get away. The Saints 
then organized themselves into com- 
panies of a hundred families each, 
and established wagon shops for every 
fifty. They took the green timber 
out of the woods and boiled it in 
brine and made it into wagons. Their 
supply of iron was very limited, but 
with what little means they could 
control they purchased iron, and ex- 
hausted the supply of all the towns 
on the upper Mississippi, and made 
up the deficiency with raw hide and 
hickory withes. 

On the 6th of February, 1816, the 
Saints commenced crossing the river. 
They crossed first on flat boats; 
but in a few days the river closed up 
and something like a thousand wagons 
crossed over on the ice, moving out 
west into the sparsely settled district 
on the eastern borders of Iowa; the 
settlements extending back from fifty 
to seventy miles. From that point 
it was a wilderness without roads, 
bridges, or improvements of any kind. 
They moved off, however, into this 
wilderness country in winter, and 
continued through the spring amid 
the most terrific storms and suffering 
from cold and exposure. In their 
progress to Council Bluffs they bridged 
thirty or forty streams, among which 
were the Locust and Medicine rivcrs f 
the three forks of the Grand River, 
the Little PIatte > the One Hundred- 
and- Two, the Nodaway, Big Tarkco, 
and the N ishnabatona. Bridging these 
streams, constructing roads, arid break- 
ing and enclosing three large farms 
required immeqse labor, which was 
done for the benefit and sustenance 
of those who would follow. In con- 
sequence of this and the inclemency 
of the weather they did not arrive at 
Council Bluffs on the Missouri river 
until late in June. The wagons and 
tents were no inhered by thousands. 
The camps were spread out on the 
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prairie for three hundred miles, 
moving in companies of tens, fifties, 
and hundreds. 

While the advance companies were 
Crossing the Missouri, they, on the 
1st of July, were called upon by 
Captain James Allen, of the United 
States army, who was the bearer of 
an order for the enrolment of five 
hundred volunteers* They could ill 
be spared in thoir condition, but the 
number was made up in a few days 
and they proceeded on their journey 
to Fort Leavenworth and thence by 
way of Santa Fe to California, where 
they, among a number of our coun- 
trymen, were instrumental in adding 
this large domain to the United 
States. 

The families of the volunteers who 
formed the battalion, being thus left 
without protectors, entailed much 
additional responsibility and labor 
upon those left behind, and rendered 
it impossib e for the companies to 
proceed to the Rocky Mountains that 
season. They encamped at Winter 
Quarters, the place now called Flo- 
rence, in the Omaha country, where 
they built 700 log cabins and 150 
caves or dug-outs, in which a great 
number of the people resided through 
the winter, Some two thousand 
wagons were scattered about in the 
Pottawattamie country, on the east 
side of the Missouri — a country then 
uninhabited except by Indians — 
which, by a treaty of purchase, came 
into the possession of the United 
States the ensuing spring. 

The winter of 1846-7 was one of 
great suffering among the people. 
They had been deprived of vegetable 
food ; their diet, to a great extent, 
had consisted of corn meal and pork, 
which they had purchased from the 
Missourians, in exchange for clothing, 
beds, jewellery, or any other property 
that would sell Yet they had sold 
comparatively none of their real 


estate and valuable property ; in fact, 
most of the land remains unsold to 
this day. Under these circumstances 
the people suffered a great deal from 
scurvy ; the exposure they had under- 
gone also brought on fever and ague, 
hence their stay in Winter Quarters 
and the region round about is a 
memorable period in their history, 
from the sufferings, difficulties, and 
privations with which they had to 
contend. However, they made the 
necessary preparations for their de- 
parture, and in the spring of 1817 — 
early in April, 143 pioneers, led by 
Brigham Young, started to explore 
and make a road to the Great Salt 
Lake Basin. 

There was not a spear of grass 
that their animals could obtain for 
the first two hundred miles of the 
journey, and they had to feed them 
on the cotton-woods that grew on the 
banks of the Platte river and other 
small streams. In this manner the 
pioneers worked their way, making 
the road as they went along. They 
travelled on the north side of the 
Platte, where no road had been before, 
until they reached Laramie; they 
then crossed the North Pork and 
took the old trappers' trail and tra- 
velled on it over three hundred miles, 
building ferry boats on North Platte 
and Green rivers, and then constructed 
a road over the mountains to this 
place. 

During this journey they looked 
out a route where they were satisfied 
a railroad could be built, and were 
just as zealous in their feelings that 
a railroad would follow their track 
as we are to-day. 

They arrived here on the 24th of 
July, 1847, They had some potatoes 
which they had brought from Mis- 
souri; they planted them not far 
from where the City Hall now stands. 
In a few days after their arrival the 
Mississippi Company, which had 
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wintered on the Arkansas river, a 
few of the sick and some families 
left by the Mormon Battalion, being 
unable to proceed with them to the 
Pacific — numbering altogether about 
150 — arrived here* They then began 
to feel that they were quite a popu- 
lous settlement, as they counted in 
the neighborhood of some fuur hun- 
dred persons. They laid out this 
Temple Block, and dedicated it to 
the Lord. It really was one of the 
most barren spots they ever saw. 
However, they asked the Lord to 
bless the land and mako it fruitful. 
They built a dam and made irriga- 
tion ditches. Some of their number 
lacked faith under those trying cir- 
cumstances, and subsequently turned 
away and went to other parts of the 
world, 

That fall— the fall of 1847— there 
came in here 680 wagons loaded with 
families. They built the fort cooi- 
menced by the pioneers on the land, 
a portion of which is now occupied 
by A» O. Smoot in the 6th Ward of 
this city, the whole only covering 
about thirty acres. They dwelt in 
this contracted space that no tempta- 
tion should be presented to the Indi- 
ans \n r miniit depredations* 

During the winter they prepared a 
systematic plan fur the irrigation of 
the land, for they knew nothing about 
it previously. They were compelled 
to ration out their food in small al- 
lowances, fur they had no way to get 
more until it grew, and it required a 
great deal of feith on the part of the 
people to remain here and run the 
risk of procuring supplies from the 
earth. In the winter one or two 
hundred of the brethren from the 
West arrived almost without provi- 
sions, having been discharged from 
the Mormon Battalion without rations 
or transportation to the place of their 
enlistment, They explored a new 
route from California* Some of them 


passed on to their families in Winter 
Quarters, suffering much fur the want 
of provisions by the way. Many of 
them remained here, using as food 
everything that possibly could be 
used. The Saints divided with the 
battalion their scanty allowance of 
food* During the next spring many 
hundred acres 1 of land were planted. 
There was, however, a pest here that 
they had never seen anywhere else* 
After the nursery of twenty thousand 
fruit trees had come up and the fields 
were green and there was a good pro- 
spect of grain being raised, there 
came down from the mountains my- 
riads of large black crickets, and 
they were awfully hungry. The 
nurseryman went- home to dinner, 
and when he returned lie found only 
three trees left ; the crickets had de- 
voured them, The brethren contended 
with them until they were utterly 
tired out, then calling on the Lord 
for help were ready to give np the 
contest, \vhen just at that time there 
came over from the Salt Lake large 
tloeks of gulls, which destroyed the 
crickets* They would eat them until 
they were perfectly gorged, and 
would then disgorge, vomiting them 
op, and again go to and eat, and so 
they continued until the crickets had 
entirely disappeared, and thus by the 
blessing of God the colony was saved . 
I believe the crickets have never been 
a pest in this vicinity to any serious 
extent since. This we regard as a 
special providence of the Almighty, 

The early settlers did not know 
how to irrigate the crops properly 
and the result was that their wheat, 
the first year, was most of it very 
short, so short that it had to be 
pulled up by the roots; but singulaily 
enough there was considerable grain 
in the ear, and they raised enough to 
encourage them to persevere in their 
experiments, for their labors were 
only experiments at that et rljf day 
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and also enabled them to diffuse id- 
formation on the subject, which 
proved of general benefit This lo- 
cation is so high in the mountains, 
the latitude about 41° and the alti- 
tude so great that nearly every one 
thought it was impossible to raise 
fruit* but some continued to plant. 
In the second year of their arrival 
here their settlement was increased 
by nearly a thousand wagons from 
the East and a few from the West. 
The third year the immigration con- 
tinued. In 1849 a handsome sum of 
money was contributed as a founda- 
tion for the Perpetual Emigration 
Fund, and Bishop Edward Hunter 
went East to aid those to emigrate 
who could not do so by their own 
means. While the Saints were sur- 
rounded by their enemies on every 
hand in Illinois, they entered into a 
solemn covenant within the walls of 
the Temple at Nauvoo that they 
would exert themselves to the extent 
of their influence and property to 
aid every Latter-day Saint that de* 
sired to gather to the mountains. 
This covenant they did not forget, 
and the very moment they began to 
gather a little surplus they commenced 
to use it to aid their brethren and 
sisters left behind. At first they 
purchased, in the East, cattle and 
wagons necessary to bring the emi- 
grants here ; but in a few years they 
raised cattle here, and sent their 
teams to the Missouri river year after 
year, sometimes two hundred and 
sometimes three hundred, and they 
have sent as many as five hundred 
teams, for several successive seasons 
— a team being four yoke of oxen (or 
their equivalent in horses and mules), 
a wagon, a teamster, also the necessary 
officers and night guard for each 
company of fifty wagons. In this 
way they continued to bring their 
brethren not only from every part of 
the United States, but also from 


Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australasia, 
This system of emigration is con- 
tinued up to the present time, and 
has resulted in bringing many of the 
Saints together, and has materially 
increased the population of Utah. 1 
In the early settlement of the Ter- 
ritory, the Latter-day Saints had 
other obstacles to contend with be- 
sides those already referred to, In 
1S49, and for several years after, a 
considerable number of men passed 
through here on their way to the 
gold mines in California. Numbers 
of them would have perished had it 
not been for the provisions and sup. 
plies unexpectedly obtained here. 
They knew not bow to outfit them- 
selves for such a journey, and were 
unwilling to abide the restraints of 
organization necessary for their own 
preservation on the Plains* Hence they 
wore out their teams and quarreled 
with each ether, and arrived here in 
every conceivable stage of destitution. 
Upon their arrival here they were 
treated as friends, employed, and far- 
nished with the necessary outfit as 
far it could be obtained, I may say 
that tens of thousands received the 
assistance necessary to enable them 
to proceed to California to realize, if 
possible, their visions of gold. While 
the Latter-day Saints were pursuing 
this course, they too were tempted 
with a spirit of going to the gold 
mines. The counsel given to the 
brethren by President Young was tc 
stay at home, make their farms, cat 
tivate the earth, build houses, and 
plant gardens and orchards* Bui 
many preferred to go to the mines, 
and they went ; but I believe that ir 
every instance those who went re- 
turned, not having made as much i 
if they had followed the counsel givenl 
There was this difference: the me 
who went to California could dig l 
hole and take a little gold out of it 
but after a time the supply of golt 
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would be exhausted, and then, after 
paying their expenses, the most of 
them had nothing left bat a hole in 
the ground ; but the men who went 
to work here on their five or ten acre 
lots, or even on their city lots of an 
acre and a quarter, in the course of 
a year or two had a snug little home. 
The result was that those who re- 
mained at home and diligently at- 
tended to agricultural pursuits were 
the most successful. 

But among the strangers travelling 
through the Territory to the mines 
were many men of desperate character, 
and they would cause trouble by 
killing Indians near the settlements* 
One difficulty occurred here in the 
north— a hand of men from Missouri 
shot some squaws who were riding 
on horseback, and took their horses; 
in revenue for this the Indians made 
an attack on our northern settlements. 
Similar occurrences took place in the 
south. The result was we were 
troubled with expensive Indian wars, 
caused by the acts, not of our own 
people, but of those over whom we 
had no control, and in some instances 
through the acts of men who would 
rather entail trouble upon us than 
not* In consequence of outrages 
inflicted on the Indians, we were 
under the necessity of keeping our- 
selves armed and having in our midst 
a vigilant militia. £ln the year ISS.t 
the inhabitants found it necessary to 
encircle this city with a wall of earth, 
at a cost of $34,000, which they did 
for the purpose of preventing the In- 
dians stealing their horses, and to 
enable the small police force to pro- 
tect the city fmm their depredations. 
From that period the Indians have 
made very little inroad on the pro- 
perty inside this city. There is, 
among the Indians in these moun- 
tains, an innate principle to steal 
anything and everything that lies 
unguarded in their way. When the I 


number of horses, sheep, and cattle, 
that the people throughout the Ter 
ritory have raised, is considered, the 
number stolen by the Indians is sur- 
prisingly small. Yet some of the 
outside counties have suffered severely 
and are suffering to-day from thieving 
bands from neighboring Territories, 
In their intercourse with the Indians 
they have acted on the principle that 
it is cheaper to feed them than to 
fight them. In all cases they have 
treated them with the strictest justice 
as far as possible, and have main- 
tained their relations with them in a 
manner truly astonishing. 

We look around to-day and behold 
our city clothed with verdure and 
beautified with trees and flowers, with 
streams of water running in almost 
every direction, and the question is 
frequently asked, "How did you 
ever find this place ?" I answer, we 
were led to it by the inspiration of 
God, After the death of Joseph 
Smith, when it seemed as if every 
trouble and calamity had come upon 
the Saints, Brigham Young, who 
was President of the Twelve, then 
the presiding Quorum of the Church, 
sought the Lord to know what they 
should do, and where they should 
lead the people for safety, and while 
they were fasting and praying daily 
on this subject. President Young had 
a vision of Joseph Smith, who showed 
him the mountain that we now call 
Ensign Peak, immediately north of 
Salt Lake City, and there was an 
ensign fell upon that peak, and Jo- 
seph said, "Build under the point 
where the colors fall and you will 
prosper and have peace." The Pio- 
neers had no pilot or guide, none 
among them had ever been in the 
country or knew anything about it, 
However, they travelled under the 
direction of President Young until 
they reached this valley. When 
they entered it President Young 
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pointer! to that peak, and said he, " I 
want to go there/* He went tip to 
the point and said, " This is Ensign 
Peak, Now, brethren, organize your 
exploring* parties, so as to be safe 
from Indians; go and explore where 
you will, and you will come back 
every lime and say this is the best 
pt-iCe," They accordingly started 
out exploring companies and visited 
"hat we now call Cache, Malm], 
Tooele, and Utah valleys, and other 
parts of the country in various direc- 
tions, bnt all came back and declared 
this was the host spot. 

1 have travelled somewhat exten- 
sively in the Territory, and I bear 
my testimony this day, that this is 
the spot, and I feel confident that the 
God of Heaven by His inspiration 
led our Prophet right here. And it 
is the blessing of (iod vipon the un- 
tiring energy and industry of the 
people that kas made this once barren 
and sterile spot what it is to-day. 

We have struggled with all our 
power and might to maintain that 
morality ;md uprightness which per- 
tain to the kingdom of God, and to 
place all men and all women in that 
high position which God designs them 
to occupy, raid to prevent them being 
led astray by the immoral tendencies 
which are abroad in the world; but 
while doing so we have had to con- 
tend with obstacles of every kind. 
The Latter-day Saints have built 
commodious school-houses in every 
ward of the various cities and through 
all the settlements of the Territory. 
They have done all they could to 
promote education, but they have re- 
ceived no assistance from any source 
on earth, Almost every newly settled 
country has received certain dona- 
tions in land and money to aidihem 
in support of their schools, but in 
this Territory we have never re- 
ceived a cent. The money that has 
been expended for the furtherance 


of education in- this Territory Bar 
been by the voluntary will of the 
parents. Oregon received donations 
in land to encourage its settlement, 
and persons who made the earlier 
settlements were permit led to occupy 
G40 acres of land, others who settled 
later 320 , and subsequently 100, and 
liberal donations of land were made 
available to promote the cause of edu- 
cation. Utah has had no such en- 
( eoiiragement. Buf it is my opinion 
to*day that had Congress been as 
liberal with us as with Oregon, and 
had given 640 or 3l'0 acres of land 
to each, it might have hindered our 
progress under the circumstances. 
Must of our farmers cultivate from 
five to thirty acres of land, very few 
of them cultivating forty; and it re- 
quires tolerably good Saints not to 
quarrel about the water while irri- 
gating in a dry time even on small 
tracts of land close together; but how 
would it have been if our agricultu- 
rists had each possessed 6 40 acres, or 
even half or quarter of that, if they 
were compelled by law to live upon 
and cultivate the same or forfeit it? 
Most of the water would have been 
wasted by evaporation and Moakage 
because of the lengthy ditches which 
extensive cultivation would have ren- 
dered necessary, I verily believe that 
if** Gentiles" lived here they would 
fight and kill each other with their 
hoes in a dry time over the water 
ditches. 

The brethren will pardon me for 
devoting my time on the present oc- 
casion to this brief sketch of the his- 
tory of the Church and of the 
Territory with which they are so well 
acquainted. In consequence of there 
being so many friends and straugers 
present, I felt inspired to give a little 
detail of the circumstances that led 
us here, and of some ot the incidents* 
since our arrival in this Territory. 

I feel to bless God for the many. 


privileges that we enjoy, and among 
others that we are now permitted to 
buy our lands and obtain a title to 
them. I feel thankful to the rulers 
of oar nation for showing a disposi- 
tion to extend to as the privileges 
which are enjoyed in this respect 
by our fellow- citizens in the other 
territories. 

As early as our Legislative 

Assembly mcmoralized Congress for 
a national railway, which was suUfce- 
quently endorsed by immense mass 
meetings in this and other counties. 
We have done all in our power to 
hurry it on, Many looked on it at 
the time, and since, as if it were work 
for a hundred years ; but the work is 
completed, and men can come from 
the States in a few hours. When I 
came here with my family, in 1849, 
I was one hundred and five days 
driving oxen from the Missouri river 


across the Plains to this place. Now 
a man can come with his family in a 
few days. This is a great progress, 
thank the Lord for it 

We are still at work with all our 
power developing in the new Terri- 
tory everything that is useful for the 
sustenance of its inhabitants, for the 
establishment of manufactures, the 
promotion of agriculture, and every- 
thing that will tend to build up, 
strengthen, and benefit mankind. I 
fully believe that there is no on© 
hundred thousand people in the United 
States who have done more actual 
service for their country than we 
have; for what benefits a nation is 
to take its worthless desert domain 
and endow it with beauty and wealth, 
by the strong hands of a loyal people. 

Hay God help us to fill out our 
days with honor is my prnycr, in the 
name of Jesus. Amen, 
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THE KINGDOM. 

After contemplating what yon have ( the ratio would not vary much from 
been hearing, I want to say, for the ' three to six. I want to say this for 
consolation of these my sisters before the consolation of those sisters who 
me, I give yon my word for it, if live in Utah and bear children, 
your children were counted and their As for what has been said here of 
number compared with that of the our children and their statt; of health 
children born in the healthy city of and general appearance, and how 
Boston, that you do not lose three they present themselves to strangers 
where they lose five; and I think and to friends, I am perfectly willing 
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to compare ours with any in the 
world; and if the result is not 
favorable to us, I would be willing to 
part with them ; but if the contrary 
be the case, let us have theirs. 

This revelation about our children 
came through Anna Dickinson, When 
she came here I was not at home. 
She stayed here one day and one 
night ; I understood she was riding a 
good part of the night with a stranger, 
lor the benefit of her health I suppose. 
These great statements about the chil- 
dren of Utah have come through the 
great wisdom and experience of Anna 
Dickinson. How much does she know 
about iatnily affairs here? She stayed 
here at the Townscud House, I sup- 
pose, nearly twelve hours. Did sister 
Tuwnsend make the statement which 
Anna Dickinson gives to the world? 
Anna may ^ay so, but I do not believe 
it. J will give you one specimen of 
her knowledge with regard to the 
ladies of this city* In one of her 
statements she says that Brigham 
Young will jook after the yomig ladies, 
ami rm becoming acquainted with 
them will find some ot them are his 
own daughters. Her researches in 
this community were immense. But 
let me tell you she is hired by some 
lackeys to lecture against " Mormon- 
ism " and the "Mormons." I say go 
a! lead, lecture away until you get 
into ; and then continue your lec- 
tures, and afterwards hire men to lec- 
ture. They may hire lecturers to say 
this, that and the other about this 
people; I do not know that it makes 
the least difference to you and me. 
It matters not to us what the press 
says, or what that judge or this 
officer, or what Congress says. We 
are here in these mountains; the 
Lord has called and led us here and 
sustained us and given us strength, 

I know more about the rising 
generation than most of the people 
who live in this city. I travel a 


great deal, and as I go into a small 
town and see the children strung out 
a quarter of a mile, I often say: 
" Have you borrowed these children ? 
Where did you borrow them from P* I 
am answered: " I guess we own them 
here. " I go to the next settlement 
and see another group, stretching per- 
haps half a mile in length, ready to re- 
ceive us with their banners and flags 
and their merry greetings. I go to 
another and see them by hundreds 
and thousands. Go through this 
Territory and what do you see ? That 
which you cannot find elsewhere on 
the face of the earth with regard to 
children ; not only in numbers, but in 
intelligence, strength, powei of mind 
and general scholastic ability. Sup- 
pose some one says it is not so; does 
that make any difference to us ? No ; 
not the least. 

I have never feared but one thing 
in regard to the Latter-day Saints in 
the persecutions they have received 
or that are in prospect : mid that is, 
that we shall come short of doing our 
duty. It is only when we live short 
of our privileges, when we neglect to 
serve our God and to do as we should 
do, and as the Lrord our God requires 
of us, that I have any apprehensions 
for this people, and I have certainly 
seen just about as much with regard 
to persecutions as any other man 
that lives in this Church. Still, I 
never had but this one fear : Are the 
people doing their duty ? Are they 
neglecting their privileges or are they 
living so as to have the Spirit of the 
Lord constantly in their hearts ? If 
we are right before the Lord, it is no 
matter how we appear before the 
wicked. We are just as obnoxious 
now as we can be. Why are we so ? 
Is it because we have drunkenness in 
our midst? No. Is it because we 
have houses of ill -fame ? No. Is it 
because we are a gambling people? 
No, Do we horse-race, bet, drink, 
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quarrel and go to law with one another 
from Monday morning to Saturday ; 
night? No; nothing of this kind is 
claimed against us. Then what is 
the matter with the Latter-day Saints? 
Our enemies cry out, " Polygamy." 
It is a false idea. Very many of 
them believe in polygamy down yon- 
der East ; 1 won't even except the 1 
leaders of our country, only they be- 
lieve it on the sly, while we have our 
wives and acknowledge them. Any- 
thing that is unlawful is swallowed 
by them, Anything that is in oppo- 
sition to the law of God goes down 
with them. Anything that tramples 
under foot the ordinances of God is 
all right with them. 

But we love our God, we honor His 
laws, we obey His precepts, and we 
honor our father Abraham and per- 
form his works. We should live to 
the best of our ability in accordance 
with the revelations God has given 
to us. 

But why need the wisdom of the 
nation trouble itself about the "Mor- . 
mons?" The whole cry, according 
to the newspapers, is about this people* 
Religious teachers, scribblers, public 
speakers and everybody join in this 
murmur against the Latter-dny Saints, 
Let us keep the law of God and the 
laws of our country and preserve 
ourselves in these mountains without 
much quarreling and contention, and 
where is the great fault that can be 
found with the Latter-day Saints? 
We observe the law of God and it 
makes us one. It is the Priesthood 
they are opposed to. The wickedness 
of the whole world is opposed to the 
Priesthood of the Son of God, It 
was opposed to Jesus when he was 
here on the earth in the flesh. It 
appears that the whole world of man- 
kind was opposed to the Gospel in 
the days of Noah, Who believed 
the sayings of Noah ? His family. 
Who else. Nobody* What was the 


result? Why, Noah kept crying to 
the people for a hundred years that 
the Lord certainly would avenge 
Himself upon the nations unless they 
repented. Who be'ieved the Gospel 
in the days of Enoch ? A few, who 
gathered together and built a city to 
the Lord. Who believes in the Gos- 
pel now ? Just a few. This Gospel 
is the Gospel of order and rule ; it is 
the law of God brought forth to the 
children of men, 'by which they can 
save themselves by hearkening to its 
counsels. Who love it ? The righte- 
I ous. Who hate it? The wicked. 

We have been hearing about the 
Latter-day Saints preaching. I think 
if our Elders were to go without 
purse or scrip and had nothing to 
fall back upon, and could not write 
here for means, but were obliged to 
take their valise in their hands and 
preach the Gospel as we used to do, 
they would be much more successful 
than they are and would find many 
more who would be willing to listen 
j to their testimonies. I used to travel 
without purse or scrip, and many 
times I have walked till my feet were 
sore and the blood would run in my 
shoes and out of them, and fill my 
appointments — go into houses, ask 
fur something to cat, sing and talk to 
1 them, and when they would com- 
mence questioning, answer them. 
Converse with them until they have 
given you what you want, bless them, 
and, if they wish, pray with them, 
and then leave, unless they wish you 
to stay longer. If you have an ap- 
pointment, and are obliged to go 
here and there on your mission, go 
like Saints — humble before the Lord, 
full of faith and the power of God, 
and you will find the honest in heart, 
for the Lord is going to save a great 
many. 

It is near twenty-five years since 
we left the confines of the United 
States, Go back there and you will 


find hundreds, and perhaps thousands, 
who are ready to receive the Gospel. 
Only carry it to them as they are 
prepared to receive it But while we 
go and ride in our silver carriages, 
many never inquire into our princi- 
ples; they are lucking: for something 
else. The meek and lowly Jesus sent 
his disciples without purse or scrip; ; 
and when the honest in heart see our 
Elders go in the same manner that 
Jesus' disciples did, with the doc- 
trine that he delivered to his disciples, 
and preach without purse or scrip, our 
Eiders will find plenty of honest- 
hearted persons who will receive 
their testimony. But when the El- 
ders go into the great cities, hire 
large halls and hire carriages to ride 
to their pulpit in, the people say it is 
a speculation, and such Elders do not 
have much of the Spirit of the Lord \ 
to preach to the people. 

Our Elders who are in the States 
will do us good; there is no question 
about it. But they will do them- 
selves and the people good if they 
will go without purse or scrip. If 
they travel without purse or scrip, 
when they land in the midst of a 
community, or wherever they want 
to preach, and go into the peoples 1 
houses and talk with them, pray with 
them and sing with them, teaching 
them the way of life and salvation,* 
they will find there are plenty who 
are willing to receive them. Many 
of the Latter-day Saints go and say, 
"I am a 4 Mormon* Elder, will you 
take me in and give me shelter and 
feed me ?" " No," says the owner of 
the house, "get out of my house, I 
do not want any 'Mormons 1 here." 
If you go and say, " I am a servant 
of God and want to tarry over night," 
and sing and pray, you will find many 
honest in heart ready and willing to 
receive you. 

But here is the place to sanctify i 
the people. They come here as ig- 1 


I norant as babes; they do not know 
their first lesson- They believed the 
sound of the Gospel They have 
been baptized for the remission of 
sins and have had hands laid upon 
tli em for the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
But what do they know about the 
kingdom of God ? They arc mere 
babes; they know nothing, and they 
come up here to be instructed and to 
be taught how to live and walk be- 
fore the Lord and each other, "When 
they come here they need this teach- 
ing, and we are here to teach them ; 
and the people are improving, 
J Let any of you sisters get out into 
the world, where you used to live, 
and what you used to see there will 
have quite another aspect to you. It 
will appear quite diflerent to your 
minds and feelings* Learn how they 
feel towards His people; learn what 
is the state of the world ; and then 
look back upon the people of God in 
these mountains, and you will see 
I thein lifted up and perceive that they 
are pure in heart in comparison with 
the world, and are striving with all 
their might and main to build up the 
kingdom of God on the earth. You 
who are here do not understand it 
and cannot see it, because all tilings 
are proved by their opposites. Were 
it not for darkness, could you give 
any description of light? Ask the 
individual who never saw light, and 
see if he can give you any description 
of it. He cannot do so from actual 
knowledge. 

Those who come here find a pretty 
good people, but in their estimation 
we should be just as holy as angels. 
We are pretty good, and we are try- 
ing to be better; trying to devote 
' ourselves more and more to the 
building up of the kingdom of God; 
trying to overcome our passions, sub- 
due our tempers within us; trying to 
sanctify ourselves, our children, our 
friends and families, and seeking to 
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become Saints in deed. The people i 
are pretty good, and if they were 
gathered together so that we could 1 
see the difference between those who 
have been here for years and those 
who have just come, you would un- 
d erst and the comparison brother 
Kimball med to make of the clav 
that is tli row n into the mill and has 
been grinding for years and prepared 
to make vessels of lienor of; but in 
comes a batch of new clay, and you 
must grind again ; nnd when it is 
taken out of the mill it is cut to 
pieces to sre if there is anything in it 
that should not be. The impurities 
that are in the clay may destroy the 
vessel. Yi>u will therefore gather all 
out that should not be in it and 
throw it away. So it is with the 
Saints. Some keep leaving and this 
renders the clay purer nnd purer, | 
We talk a good deal about build- 
ing up the kingdom of God upon the 
earth., according to the knowledge 
and understanding we have in regard 
to the kingdom of God ; it requires 
several things to constitute a king- 
dom. If there is a kingdom, there 
needs a king, ruler or dictator; some 
one to govern and control the king- 
dom. What else does it signify ? It 
says, in language that cannot be mis- 
understood, you must have subjects ; 
if there is a kingdom there must he 
a king and subjects; and there must 
be territory for the subjects to live 
upon. Well, now, if we are in a 
kingdom, do you think we are in a 
kingdom without law? No; the 
strictest law ever given to mankind 
is the law of God. If we transgress 
the law of God, we cannot be sent to 
the penitentiary, to stay a few years 
in there; it is before the Lord, and 
He will judge according to our works, 
and judge righteous judgment. We " 
cannot pay a fine of one dollar, five 
or five hundred and then be forgiven; 
if persons neglect to obey the law of 


God and to walk humbly before Him, 
darkness will come into their minds 
\ and they will be left to believe that 
which is false and erroneous; their 
minds will become dim, their eyes 
will be beclouded and they will be 
unable to see things as they are* 
Wjtyf Because they know not tho 
laws of God. There nn* a thousand 
ways by which persons can lose the 
Spirit of God. They neglect their 
duties, fall away into tempt at ion and 
are overcome by Satan, the wicked 
' one. ' \ . . v -V'" v * ■ V., 

Among the sayings of Jesus there 
is a parable about a man who went 
out to sow. He had good seed to 
sow in the field. Some of it, how- 
: ever, fell upon stony ground and some 
among thorns. That which was 
sown on stony ground came up very 
quickly, but it was so tender that the 
rays of the sun were too powerful for 
it and it dwindled away and died. It 
was so with this people; they are not 
prepared for all that comes to them. 
In some instances the word of God 
seems to be like seed cast upon stony 
ground. Some of the seed was sown 
among thorns; but the cares of the 
world choked it; and same was sown 
upon gcod ground where it took root 
firmly and brought forth fruit, yield- 
ing u aorae thirty, some sixty, and 
some a hundred fold." These are the 
ideas which Jesus brought forth to 
show the people wherein they might 
fail, and the danger of receiving the 
word unless they did so into good 
and honest hearts. Look upon the 
inhabitants of the earth. Whenever 
; any of you go and preach the Gospel 
to them, they mnst acknowledge that 
every iota of it is true. Truth, rea- 
son, judgment, teach them so. The 
revelations the Lord has given teach 
it. Do they believe it? Some will 
say they believe it They receive 
the truth, but do they receive the 
love of the truth ? If persons receive 
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the love of the truth and are faithful I 
to the laws God gives to them, they 
will make themselves the elect through 
their faithfulness; and they will be 
the elect of God. 

It was observed here this morning, 
in relation to the building up of the 
kingdom of God, that many think 
they have the privilege of doing just 
as they please. We have only the 
privilege to do right. There is not 
an iota in the revelations, from Adam 
down to the present day, but what 
requires strict obedience. They who 
cannot abide a celestial law — the law 
that God has revealed for the sancti- 
fication of His people to prepare them 
to enter into the presence of the Fa- 
ther and the Son, should try and 
abide a lesser law, but they must ex- 
pect a lower glory, a secondary glory. 
If they cannot abide the celestial law, 
and can abide a lesser law, then they j 
will receive the blessings of that law, 
and whatever law they abide they 
will receive the blessings thereof. 
The Lord has been pleased to reveal 
unto the people His law by which 
they can be sanctified and return into 
His presence. Latter-day Saints ob- 
serve this law. What shall we say 
to them? Tench them the law of 
God. How easy it is ? Is it easy 
to be understood ! Yes, very easy j 
it can be summed up in these words ■ 
Do right, love God and keep His 
commandments. Take the moral 
code that the Lord lias revealed and 
let it be strictly followed out; and 
what man or woman would ever in- 
fringe upon the rights of his or her 
neighbor? They would neeer do it; 
they would do good to their neighbor 
all the day long. If we would ob- 
serve the moral law which God has 
given us, we would be honest with 
our neighbors and ourselves; and 
every man and woman belonging to 
the kingdom of God would speak 
truly and honestly. Would they be 
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1 honest with regard to their dealings? 
Yes, If we give our word, it should 
be just as good as a bond that can be 
ensured and be made strong and 
powerful by securities. Our word 
should be jnst as good as all the 
words that can be spoken, or all the 
names that can be written. If we 
write what we say, we will keep that 
word. Will we oppress the widow 
and the fatherless? No. The hire- 
ling in his wages? No; we will 
give them all that they can do or 
earn and then a little more ; and if 
any one comes to us that is poor, in 
distress and in want, turn him not 
away empty handed. 4 * Give to him 
that asketh, and from him that would 
borrow turn thou not away." 

This people do this pretty well. 
There is not much complaint on this 
score. I do not think there is a 
house in these mountains where a 
Latter-day Saint lives, that a person 
can go to and ask for a meal of victu- 
als, where he would not get it if the 
people living in the house had it in 
their possession. I do not think he 
or she could ask to stay over-night 
and be refused the privilege. That 
is snying a good deal for a community, 
Would we be honest in returning 
that which we have found to the 
owner ? We would. Would we ever 
take that which is not our own ? We 
would not. Would we be honest in 
our labor ? We would. Would we 
be honest in our merchandizing? We 
would. Would we be honest in every 
respect? We would. Would we 
take usury ? I hope to see the day 
1 when there will be no such thing as 
one man taking usury from another. 
But it is not so now ; people do not 
come to this; we do not expect them 
to do so while they follow the spirit 
I of the world. But these are things 
they have to learn when they gather 
together. Will there be any extor- 
tion, any selling our goods for a 
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hundred to five bond red per cent, in 
advance of cost? No* The time 
will come when this co-operative 
system which we have now partially 
adopted in merchandizing will be 
carried out by the whole people, and 
it will be said, "Here are the Saints." 
The time will come when we can 
give all into the store house of 
the Lord and have our inheritances 
given out by those who will be ap- 
pointed ; and when we have had suf- 
ficient for the support of our families, 
the surplus will be given into the 
store house of the Lord, Will there 
be any rich or poor then ? No. How 
was it in the time of Enoch ? Had 
they some rich and some poor ? Did 
some ride in their silver carriages, as 
I do ? No. If I had my way, we 
would foot or ride together, and we 
shall see the day when we shall do it. 
Do yon think we will relinquish our 
claims pertaining to oneness in ac- 
tion? No. I do not calculate, as 
far as I am concerned, to yield one 
particle. 1 have asked the Latter- 
day Saints to go to and become one 
in all things; the Lord requires this, 
but until they do, I do not expect to 
yield, not the least. Let us hold on 
to all that we can. J The enemy of all 
righteousness is determined to own 
and possess this world and govern 
and control it as far as he possibly 
can; and he will do it until Jesus and 
his Saints drive him out. 

Whatever the Latter-day Sain is 
have gained has been obtained by 
sheer wrestling and unconquerable 
resolution. We would never have 
been permitted to own a foot of land 
on this earth if the devil had had his 
own way. But we have the land and 
can build our temples and endowment 
houses and then sanctify our inherit- 
ances, sanctify ourselves, our families, 
and sanctify the Lord our God in our 
hearts, that we may be prepared to 
build up His kingdom. 


I wonder what the Latter-day Saints 
would say, to-day, in this matter. 
Do you think we had better hold on 
to the ground we have already gained 
from the enemy ? We have gained a 
little in this co-operative system. We 
feel for each other and try to assist 
each other. But let me tell you what 
I am going to do. I do not expect 
to merchandize with our enemies to 
any great extent, but to cut it off 
just as fast as we can, I expect us 
to raise our own silk here. I would 
have had plenty for hundreds of silk 
dresses this year if I could have been 
blessed with some person who would 
have taken care of my silk worms 
and done justly by me. Raise your 
o\vn silk, I will raise mine. Raise 
your own wool, work it and then 
wear it, and stop going any where to 
purchase goods. Let us sustain our- 
selves, for by and by Babylon will 
fall What will be the result ? The 
merchants will stand and look at one 
another worse than they do in this 
city. No man will buy their mer- 
chandize; and they will look here 
and there for a customer; but there 
will be no one to buy Their merchan- 
dize, and the cry will be, "Babjdon 
is fallen, is fallen !' s Is this day 
coming? Yes; just as sure as we 
are now living. We are hastening 
it with all possible speed, as fast as 
time and circumstances will admit, 
when it will be said, "Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen !" 

Are you going to prepare for it? 
We say we are the people of God and 
are building up the kingdom of God. 
We say we are gathered out of the 
nations to establish Zion. Let us 
prove it by our works, and we will 
then manufacture that which we wear. 
Da we make clothing enough for me 
and you to wear ? Yes; plenty. 

Let us live so that we can say we 
are the Saints of God ; and when the 
finger of scorn is pointed at us and 
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we are held in derision and the na- 
tions talk about us, let us show an 
example before them that is worthy 
of imitation, thsifc they cannot but 
Wash before all sensible and intelligent 
persons when the}' say, " There is a 
people that sin; there is a people that 
are corrupt;" nud with shame- faced- 
ness they will look upon each other 
aud condemn themselves. Let thern 
howl and bark against us as much as 
they please, but let us live so that 
they will have no reason to say a 
word. Nome people say, 4i Why don't 
you contradict this and that? 1 have 
been proclaiming the Gospel almost 
forty years, and a few have come 
forth and received aud obeyed it. 
What do yon think the leading men 
among 1 our Christian neighbors said 
about us? They lied about us until 
we thought they ought to be satisfied 
and we were tired of hearing them 
and we found it was no use contra- 
dicting them. Yet these professed 
to be good, pious Methodists and 
Baptists. There is a world of liars. 
It is said that a lie will pass out of 
the key-hole and travel a thousand 
miles before truth can get out of 
doors. The whole tribe of scribblers 
and everybody else, almost, are ready 
to contradict every truth and make a 
lie of it; ready to ridicule every just 
and holy truth ; and the individuals 
that say children born in polygamy 
are feeble, have no knowledge of the 
human race or else they belie them- 
selves. Let them study physiology 
and human nature. Let them study 
their own bodies. What do you see 
among them ? You see children that 
are born into the world sickly , weak 
and unable to walk for years; they 
are poor, emaciated little things, 
almost without flesh on their bones. 
It is from such that the cry comes 
about the u Mormon " children. Why, 
one of our children at three months 
old has much more flesh on its bones 


than theirs have at ten ; and, on an 
average, they have more marrow in 
their bones and energy in them than 
theirs do. They do not know any- 
thing about human nature or the or- 
ganization of human beings, nor of 
the beasts. To make any such decla- 
rations proves they are ignorant, or 
they belie themselves. These are 
harsh expressions ; I need not have 
used such harsh words; I might have 
Raid they tell that which is not true, 
they slightly diverge from the truth. 
How soft it would be! But I say 
they will be destroyed ; and all the 
nations that follow their corrupt 
practices will go down to hell; and 
we will go onward and upward. All 
we have to do is to perform oor duty 
and keep the law of God, and our 
coarse is onward and upward, God 
overrules the acts of the wicked and 
the righteous. 

I recollect when the army of '57 
was coming here, a young man named 
Thomas Williams wrote to his father, 
saying, " God favors great guns and 
great armies!" What did those 
great guns aud great armies do ? 
They took two " Mormon" elders info 
their camp — brother McDonald, at 
Provo, and brother Kearns, who now 
lives at Gunnison, What a howl 
they raised ! the whole camp howled 
to think they had two "Mormon" 
elders. But there was too much 
faith ; the Saints were praying for 
those elders and they came out un- 
scathed, unhurt and all right. What 
power there was! What a magnani- 
mous camp it was ! " the flower of 
the army/' sent to destroy the u Mor- 
mons !" When they blow out the 
sun and stop the moon from shining 
and the earth from revolving on its 
axis, they may talk about u wiping 
out" the " Mormons" or the Gospel, 
but not until then. This is the way 
I feel. I am as unconcerned and 
just as happy as a man can be. It 


is no matter if the whole world is 
against us, God is for us. Could not 
they kill you ? Yes, if it be the 
Lord's with If it be the will of the 
Lord for the people to live, they will 
live. If it had been the will of the 
Lord that Joseph and Hyruai should 
have lived, they would have lived. 
It was necessary for Joseph to seal 
his testimony with his blood. Had 
he been destined to live he would 
have lived* The Lord suffered his 
death to bring justice on the nation. 
The debt is contracted and they have 
it to pay. The nations of the earth 
are in the Lord's hands; and if we 
serve Him we shall reap the reward 
of so doin g. If we neglect to obey 
His laws and ordinances, we shall 
have to suffer the consequences. 

Well, brethren and sisters, try and 
be Saints, I will try; I have tried 
many years to live according to the 
law which the Lord reveals unto me. 
I know just as well what to teach this 
people and just what to say to them 
and what to do in order to bring them 
into tFTe ce lest id kingdom, as I know 


the road to my office. It is just as 
plain and easy* The Lord is in our 
midst. He teaches the people con- 
tinually. I have never yet preached 
a sermon and sent it out to the 
children of men, that they may not 
call Scripture* Let me have the 
privilege of correcting a sermon, and 
it is as good Scrip tore as they deserve. 
The people have the oracles of God 
continually. In the days of Joseph, 
revelation was given and written, and 
the people were driven from city to 
city and place to pi nee, until we were 
led into these mountains. Let this 
go to the people with t( Thus saith 
the Lord " and if they do not obey it, 
yon will see the chastening hand of 
the Lord upon them. But if they 
are plead with, and led along like 
children, we may come to understand 
the will of the Lord and He may 
preserve us as we desire. 

Let us, then, you and me and nil 
who profess to be Latter-day Saints, 
try to be Saints indeed. God bless 
you, Amen* 


DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE Q. CANNON, 
Delivered in the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, April 6, 1869. 

(Reported ly David W. Evans.) 

THE ORDER OF ENOCH— SOCIALISTIC EXPERIMENTS— THE SOCIAL PROBLEM, 


I look upon tli is Conference as one 
of the most important, in many re- 
spects, that we have eTer had the 
privilege of participating id, for, to 
my view ? there are m ore interesting 


and important events connected with 
j the work of God at the pre^-ent time 
than havo ever been developed before 
in our history. We are undergoing 
| a great change, n great revolution is 
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in progress in our midst — a revolution 
foreshadowed by the predictions of 
both the ancient and modern pro- 
phets, but which we, as yet, have 
scarcely been prepared for. 

Nearly 37 years ago the Prophet 
Joseph, or rather the Lord, through 
him, gave revelations upon the Order 
of Enoch. Those revelations were 
taught to tUu people in plainness so 
far as they went, They were simple 
and easily understood; but they em- 
bodied within themselves what might 
have been termed new principles, and 
indicated a new course of action and 
a new organization of society, I say 
new, because tlrey were new so far as 
this generation is concerned. The 
principles taught by those revelations 
were as old as eternity; and the Order 
sought to be introduced by their 
means was called the " Order of 
Enoch," in consequence of its having 
been revealed to and practised by 
Enoch; and through its practice lie 
and his people wire prepared for 
translation and, as we read in the 
Scriptures, were taken from the 
earth. 

The Lord inspired the Prophet 
Joseph Smith to once more communi- 
cate these principles unto the children 
of men; but, as I have remarked, the 
people were not prepared to carry 
them out They, to some extent, 
could see and understand their beauty 
and consistency, bat in the practical 
part they were deficient As a people 
the Latter-day Saints are like their 
fellows in many respects, We are 
very progressive in theory, but our 
theories are far ahead of our practice. 
The teachings of the elders are of 
that character that years of practice 
on the part of the people is required 
before they come up to them in their 
every-day life. It is so with mankind 
generally. They can comprehend 
the theory and realize the importance 
of practically observing certain prin- 
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ciples long before they are sufficiently 
advanced 'to carry them out in every- 
day life. But we may say, without 
boasting, that as a people we excel 
the world in carrying out in cur lives 
the principles that we teach. 

Those principles to which I have 
been referring were received and ad- 
mired by the people, but it required 
faith, knowledge and experience to 
enable them to carry them out For 
years they have remained in the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants to 
be read by the curious or by those 
who had a desire to search after the 
principles of life and salvation ; but, 
not being a part of our practice in 
our lives, they have been practically 
a dead letter. 

I speak, now, generally ; of course, 
there have been exceptions in regard 
to this, as there have been with regard 
to the 14 Word of Wisdom." There 
have been men and women who have 
endeavored to carry out the latter 
strictly nnd truthfully so far as their 
knowledge extended. And so with 
the principles contained in the reve- 
lations touching the "Order of Enoch" 
— there have, doubtless, been men in 
the Church who have lived in ac~ 
cordanco with them so far as it was 
practicable under the circumstances;, 
but the entire people have not carried 
them out. But though thirty-six or 
thirty- seven years have elapsed since 
these principles were first revealed, 
they have never been lost sight of by 
the President and those associated 
with him. It has been their aim 
from the day they were given until 
to-day, the 6th of April, 1869, to 
bring the Latter-day Saints to such a 
condition of union, faith and know- 
ledge that they would receive these 
principles and carry them out in their 
lives. 

The labors of the elders to accom- 
lish this have been incessant; they 
ave ever felt to impress them upon. 
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the minds of the Saints, but more 
particularly within tjie last four or 
five years. It h essentially necessary 
that we should receive them now, 
for upon the reception aud proper 
carrying- out of this Order hinges the 
prosperity, development and triumph I 
of the kingdom of God on the earth ; 
and unless we as a people arrive at 
such a standard of faith and perfec- 
tion as to practically carry them out, 
we are assured, on the best of autho- 
rity, that we cannot be permitted to 
go back and build up the Centre 
Stake and fully accomplish the re- 
demption of Ziou. The consequences 
involved in not bt ing able to accom- 
plish that are familiar to the minds 
of those who are members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ, especially if 
they are old members. One of the 
greatest calamities that could be 
thought of by us as a congregation, 
or a Church, to* day, would be to 
learn from rhe Lord through His 
servants that we shoiild not Le per- 
mitted to go back to build up the 
Centre Stake of Zion, The edict 
pronounced by the prophet Moses, 
when he told Israel that not one who 
had arrived at the age of twenty- one 
years should ever enter the " Promised 
Land," had nut a greater effect upon 
Israel than the prohibition I have 
just referred to would have upon the 
Latter-day Saints, We can realize, 
then, the importance of adopting and 
carrying out the principles that will 
prepare us for that great work. 

It is not to be expected that we 
shall attain to perfection in the car- 
rying out of such principles at once. 
That is not the way we have progressed 
in the past; our progress has been 
gradual It has been from principle 
to principle, from knowledge to know- j 
ledge, one step after another until we 
have reached the point for which we 
have aimed. And so it will be with 
the principles pertaining to the "Order 
No. 7. 


of Enoch" — we shall take step after 
step, progressing from one point to 
another until we have reached the 
point that God, our Heavenly Father, 
has designed us to attain to, 

When we look abroad among the 
nations of the earth we see a great 
many evils in existence — evils that 
have existed for many centuries; in 
fact, they have existed from the earli- 
est ages of which we have any account 
until the present time, in every nation 
and among all people. Out- own na- 
tion is a case in point. When the 
foundations of the Government were 
laid, and liberty proclaimed through- 
out the length and breadth of the 
land, it was anticipated that this na* 
tion would grow to a pitch of glory 
and attain to a greatness aud power 
that no other nation on the face of 
the earth had ever attained. Every- 
thing was favorable to this: a free 
Government had i eeu established ; 
a continent of almost illimitable ex- 
tent spread itself before the people, 
and all that was necessary to develop 
its boundless resources was pop"'*v 
tion, and industry on the part of ihm 
population. But little over ninety 
years have clasped since the founda- 
tions of our Go vermen t were laid, and 
in that time we have grown to be a 
great people; but that which has been 
enacted in other nations has been re- 
enacted here. The evils that have 
flourished so long in what is called 
the Old World have been transplanted 
to this land. If Wesrern men travel 
through the Eastern States they are 
struck with the great distinction of 
classes that exist there. There is an 
aristocracy of wealth fast growing up 
there; and at the same time there is 
another class in degradation and 
poverty, utterly unable to obtain the 
blessings and comforts of life. This 
is owing to various causes, the chief 
of which is the incorrect organization 
of society. It is so in Europe and in 
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Asia, and, in fact, wherever wealth 
abounds. 

Many men have risen from time to 
time, who have seen and deplored 
these evils, and they have sought 
with all the wisdom and knowledge 
they possessed to correct them. 
Doubtless many of the Latter-day 
Saints recollect an instance of this 
kind at Nauvoo. After the Saints 
evacuated that place, a community of 
Socialists, called Icarians, whose leader 
was Mr. Cabet, came to Nauvoo and 
settled there. There were the houses, 
gardens, farms and orchards of the 
Latter-day Saints; the country was 
a healthy one when compared witli 
what it was when first settled by the 
Saints. Many philanthropic men in 
France were interested in this experi- 
ment, and were anxious to have it 
succeed. They forwarded their means 
with considerable liberality to sus- 
tain the settlement; but despite their 
efforts and exertions, it fell to pieces. 
Yet the object they had in view was 
a good one, and the means they used 
were effective, so far as they went. 
But there was a lack of cohesive 
power in the system; there was a 
lack of union, and a lack of wisdom 
in the management of the affair. 
They sought to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of mankind and to diffuse the 
blessings of life equally among the 
people, so that hunger, poverty and 
wretchedness and the dreadful conse- 
quences which follow in their train 
might be removed from the midst of 
mankind and a better oider of things 
established. But with all the advan- 
tages of which I have spoken, their 
attempt was a signal failure : the so- 
ciety was broken up and to-day has 
no existence. 

This is a case in point with w hich 
many of you tfre familiar. Similar 
experiments, having the same endB 
in view, have been tried at other 


| places at various times, but like re- 

■ suits have attended them. 

It has been seen by thinking men 
that there is something radically 
wrong in the organization of society 

I in this respect, but they have not 
known how to remedy the evils. It 
is so in the religious world. Religion- 
ists have to mourn and deplore the 
divisions that exist among the so- 
called followers of Christ; and re- 
formers have risen one after another 
endeavoring to bring about greater 
union and to develop it greater amount 
of love, but with what success let the 

; history of the various sects of Chris- 
tendom answer. They are split up 
into innumerable parties, and the 
effort of every reformer has pnly re- 
sulted in the increase of religious 
sects. He has been unable, and his 
inability has been confessed by him- 
self, to unite the Christian world and 
bring about that oneness which cha- 
racterized the followers of Christ in 
the early days of Christianity. It 
required the Lord our God to stretch 
forth His arm to bring thiw to pass. 
It required the revelation of the Gos- 
pel in its purity from the heavens ; 
it required the restoration of the holy 
Priesthood to the earth in the plentl- 
tuie of its power to bring it about ; 
and as soon as the Priesthood w T as 
restored, as soon as the Gospel was 
given again in purity to man, and 
the Church of Christ was again or- 
ganized, then the object for which 
these reformers labored in vain began 
to be accomplished — oneness began 
to prevail, union began to manifest 
itself, love was diffused, the Holy 
Ghost was bestowed, its gitts were 
enjoyed, and men and women from 
various nations and from the midst 
of various churches were gathered 
together in one as we are here to-day. 

! It required the wisdom, power and 

, Spirit of the Almighty to restore this 
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condition of things for which many 
men had so long labored in vain. 

And so it is in relation to the so- 
cial organization of society. It re* 
quires the wisdom of Almighty God 
to direct the evils under which man- 
kind groan. Men may labor and de- 
vise schemes, expend means and da 
nil that is possible for human beings, 
not directed by the Spirit and power 
of God, to do, and after they have 
done it all they are compelled to con- 
fess that they are weak and fallible, 
and incapable of accomplishing that 
which they have aimed at. But with 
God to aid them, with His wisdom 
to guide and His Spirit to direct, and 
His blessings to smile upon them 
they can accomplish all that is neces- 
sary to redeem and save the human 
fen; i!y, l>oth in a physical and spiritual 
point of view. God has chosen His 
people, the Latter-day Saints, to solve 
these knotty problems that have 
troubled the brains and affected the 
children of men for so many centuries. 

The Lord has said that 14 if ye are 
not equal in earthly things, ye cannot 
be in obtaining heavenly things " He 
has revealed a plan by winch this 
equdity can be brought about. Yet, 
He does not design to make us of 
equal height; He does not design 
tiiat we should all have the same 
colored hair or eyes, or that we should 
dress exactly alike. This is not the 
fneaning of the word 41 equality" as 
as it is used in the revelation; but it 
means to have an equal claim on the 
blessings of our Heavenly Father — 
on the properties of the Lord's trea- 
sury, and the influences and gifts of 
His Holy Spirit. This is the equality 
meant in the revelations, and until 
we attain to this equality we cannot 
be equal in spiritual things, and the 
blessings of God cannot be bestowed 
upon us until we attain to this as they 
otherwise would. As a people we 
are expecting the day to come when 


Jesus will descend in the clouds of 
Heaven; but before this day comes 
we must be prepared to receive him. 
The organization of society that exists 
in the heavens must exist on the 
earth; the same condition of society, 
so far as it is applicable to mortal 
beings, must exist here. And for 
this purpose God has revealed this 
Order ; for this purpose He is bring- 
ing us into our present condition. 

A great many of the Latter-day 
Saints scarcely understand the per- 
sistency with which the Presidency 
of the Church has labored to bring 
about the oneness of the people in 
temporal things; and this co-operative 
movement is aft important step in 
this direction and is designed to pre- 
pare them for the ushering in of this 
Order to which I have been alluding. 
It has already produced great sr union, 
and it will produce still greater union 
than anything that has been wit- 
nessed among us ; and if wc carry it 
out in the spirit in which it has been 
taught to us it will produce immense 
results. The Lord will bless ns; He 
will increase our means and poor 
into the laps of this people everything 
necessary for their greatness in the 
earth. For be it known unto yon 
and to all people that God designs to 
make of the Latter-day Saints the 
head ; He intends to place m their 
hands and keeping the wealth of tho 
world. But before blessings of this 
description can be poured upon us 
we must be prepared to receive and 
use them aright. Suppose these 
things were to be poured upon us in 
our present condition, what would be 
the result? Every one can answer 
this question for himself Each one 
knows his or her own heart, and the 
feelings by which it is animated. We 
know that if the whole people were 
to be made rich it would be an ex- 
ceedingly difficult matter to control 
them ; even with the little means we 
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bave to-day it is one of the most diffi- 
cult things to control the people in 
Regard to the disposition and correct 
use of that means. 

In a revelation given on this subject 
in the year 1834 the Lord says — j 

" I, the Lord, stretched out the 
heavens and built the earth as a very 
handy work, and all things therein 
are mine, and it is my purpose to 
provide for my Saints, for all things 
are mine; but it must needs be done 
in mine own way, and behold, this is 
the way that I, the Lord, have de- , 
creed to provide for my Saints, that , 
the poor shall be exalted in that the 
rich are made low ; for the earth is , 
full and there is enough and to spare. , 
Tea, I prepared all things and have 
given unto the children of men to , 
be agents unto themselves; therefore 
if any man shall take of the abun- 
dance which I have made and import 
not his portion, according to the law 
of my Gospel, unto the poor and the 
needy, he shall with the wicked lift 
up his eyes in hell, being in torment." 

In another revelation on the same 
subject given in 1832, the Lord says — 

" For Zion must increase in beauty 
and holiness j her borders must be 
enlarged ; hei stakes must be strength- 
ened ; yea, verily, 1 say unto you, . 
Zion must arise and put on her beau- 
tiful garments : therefore I give unto 
you this commandment that ye bin«l 
yourselves by this covenant, and it 
shall be done according to the laws ot 
the Lord. Behold, here is wisdom 
also in me for your good. And you 
are to be equal, or in other words , 
you are to have equal claims on the 
properties for the benefit ot managing 
the concerns of your stewardships, 
every man according to his wants 
and his needs, inasmuch as his wants 
are just, and all this for the benefit 
of the Church of the living God, , 
that every man may improve upon J 
his talent, and every man may gain 


other talents, yea, 6Veh an hundred- 
fold, to be cast into the Lord's store- 
house, to become the common pro- 
perty of the whole Church, every 
man seeking the interest of his neigh- 
bor, and doing all things with an eye 
single to the glory of God. 

"This order I have appointed to 
be an everlasting order unto ) ou ? and 
unto your successors, inasmuch as 
you sin not; and the soul that sins 
against this covenant, and hardeneth 
his heart against it, shall be dealt 
with according to the laws of my 
I Church, and shall be delivered over 
to the bufie tings of Satan until the 
day of redemption.*' 

While I am reading I will read 
another extract, that you may get 
the idea niuru fully in your mind. 
After speaking of the Treasury that 
shall be appointed, in which shall be 
preserved the sacred things in the 
Treasury fur sacred and holy pur- 
poses, which shall be called the 
Treasury of the Lord, the Lord con- 
tinues — 

" And again, there shall be another 
Treasury prepared and a treasuie 
appointed to keep the Treasury, and 
a seal shall be placed upon it; and 
all n lot j ics that you receive in your 
stewardships, by improving upon the 
properties which I have appoin ed 
unto you, in houses, or in lands, or in 
cattle, or in all things, save it be the 
holy and sacred writings, which I, 
, have reserved unto myself for holy 
and sacred purposes, shall be cast 
into the Treasury as fast as you re* 
ceive the moneys, by hundreds, or by 
fifties, or by twenties, or by tens, or 
by fives; or in other words, if any 
man among you obtain five talents, 
let him cast them into the Treasury- 
or if he obtain ten* or twenty, or fifty 
or an hundred, let him do likewise, 
and let not any man among yuu saj 
; that it is his own, for it shall not be 
called his, nor any part of it, and 
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there shall not any part of it be used 
or taken out of the Treasury, only 
by the voice and common consent of 
the Order, And this shall be the 
voice and common consent of the 
Order — that any man among yoo say 
unto the treasurer, I have need of 
this to help me in my stewardship ; 
if it be five talents, or if it be ten 
talents, or twenty, or fifty, or an ! 
hundred, the treasurer shall give unto 
htm the sum which he requires, to 
help him in his stewardship, until lie 
be found a transgressor, and it is : 
manifest before the Council of the 
Order plainly, that he is an unfaith- 
ful and an unwise steward; but so 
long 1 as he is in full fellowship, and 
is faithful, and wise in his steward- 
ship, this shall be his token unto the 
treasurer, that the treasurer shall not 
withhold." 

From these extracts which I have 
rear! in your hearing you can form 
an idea of the Order which God, our 
Heavenly Father, intends to establish 
among us as soon as we are willing 
to enter upon it It is not the design 
of God that we should fall a prey to 
the evils that have existed arid that 
have worked out such misery and 
ruin among other people* It is God's 
design to save and redeem us from 
the evils that others have endured, 
It has been frequently remarked to 
me by men out of our faith, when 
conversing upon our principles and 
the success which has attended their 
proclamation : " Mr. Cannon, as lung 
as the Latter-day Saints are p.jor 
yon will do very well ; as long as 
you are persecuted you will stand; 
but you will be like other people 
when wealth increases in your midst 
— when yon grow up into classes and 
some are wealthy and some ; re poor, 
and your Church becomes popular, 
you will be very likely to fall into 
the same evils and errors that have 
characterized other churches." If 


God did not preside over this Church, 
such expectations and predictions 
would doubtless be fulfilled. But 
! God presides ; it is His Church, and 
He has provided remedies for every 
one of these evils, by which the 
Church can be preserved, and by 
which wealth can be increased in the 
midst of the Latter-day Saints and 
yet not work out the injurious results 
that we see elsewhere where itabonnds. 
God has provided a way to prevent 
this, and that way is to be found in 
the revelations that were given unto 
us upwards of thirty-six years ago, 
and we can read and understand them. 
" Well," says one, " if such an 
i Order as this you speak of be esta- 
blished, will not the careless and in- 
dolent enjoy a share in the blessings 
of those who are industrious? and 
will it not weaken the hands of the 
energetic ? !> Not in the least. The 
man who is energetic and faithful 
will receive the reward of his faith- 
fulness* If he has a large surplus 
of means he has more to put into the 
Treasury to help ro forward that 
kingdom he loves, and he is credited 
with it. In the day of the Lord 
Jesus we are told He will say to 
him, "Thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many," and such individuals will 
receive a reward in proportion to 
their faithfulness. But if they hide 
up their talent, in a napkiu and bury 
it in the ground, that which was 
given to them will bo taken from 
them. They who use their talents 
righteously and faithfully will have 
thern increased, but the unfaithful 
will be deprived of that whicli he 
seems to have. 

This Order will not have the effect 
that some anticipate, but it will be a 
blessing to all who are engaged in it- 
There will not be any temptation to 
seek for wealth for the sake of ag 
grand i zing one's self or to place one's 
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heart upon riches, as there is now. 
This temptation will be removed, 
I shall be able to love my neighbor. 
Why ? Because if I make off him 
in a trade I know that whatever I 
make goes into the treasury and be- 
comes the property of the whole 
Church, therefore what inducement 
would there be to soil ray soul and 
bring a blot on my character by 
taking advantage of my neighbor 
when it is not going to specially 
benefit me ? 

I luok upon this principle as one 
of the greatest principles to save 
people from avaricious and sordid 
feelings that God has ever revealed. 
It will have a tendency to check dis- 
honesty and remove want. It will 
have a tendency to stop stealing and 
to cure the evils under which mankind 
Lave groaned from the beginning 
tin til now. In the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ there is a remedy for every 
aril that exists among men. Here is 
the "social problem," that troubles 
the minds of all nations to-day. The 
cities of Christendom are crowded 
with prostitutes; their young men 
are destroyed in the dawn of their 
days by the terrible crime of prosti- 
tution. How shall these fearful evils 
be cured ? Has there been sufficient 
wisdom found among men to do it r 
Ko; they have confessed their utter 
inability to cope with it. It is over- 
whelming them and sweeping them 
off like a ilood throughout the length 
and breadth of the land, until phy- 
sicians say that half the diseases that 
prevail among mankind in Christen- 
dom are directly traceable to this 
devouring evil. What is to correct 
it? I answer, the Lord, through His 
people — the Latter-day Saints — is re- 
vealing the remedy . You travel 
throughout the Territory of Utah, 
from Bear Lake in the north to St. 
George in the south, and what do 
you see ? You see a people free from 


secret diseases, you see a people free 
from the dreadful curse of prostitu- 
tion. Our young men and maidens 
grow up in all the vigor of health 
and there is nothing to sap that 
vigor and lead them to a premature 
grave. Then what is to correct these 
evils in the world ? The plan which 
God has revealed. It will bring 
about a pure condition of things. If 
itfWere universally adopted the "so- 
cial evil 1 ' would be removed, and 
prostitution would soon cease to exist 
on the face of the earth. 

Will this plau — this glorious Order 
which God has revealed — correct the 
other evils with which the world is 
afflicted ? Yes, when that Order is 
universally established there will no 
longer be any temptation to steal, 
defraud one's neighbor or to commit 
any wrongs of this kind, for it is 
said, and truly, that the love of 
money is the root of all evil. The 
Order of which I speak will correct 
these evils because there will be a 
treasury in the midst of the people, 
from which those who are worthy 
can get that which they net^d to sus- 
tain them in their stewardship, and 
into which all who have a surplus 
will pour their wealth until it will 
become the common property of the 
church ; and the church under this 
organization which God has revealed 
will become a great and mighty 
power in the midst of the earth. 

We have great power now, though 
not numerically strong ; we are not a 
very great people so far as numbers 
are concerned, but we are strong be- 
cause we are united. The more wealth 
we have the greater is our power, 
because the President of this Church 
can control this people, therefore the 
people have power, and when our 
wealth shall be controlled by the 
President of this Church, we shall 
have greater power in the earth than 
we have to-day. But will that power 
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be used for hurtful purposes ? No ; 
it will be used for beneficial ends, for 
the amelioration of the condition of 
the human family, for the practical 
inauguration of these great and glori- 
ous principles which God has revealed; 
and it is to bring you to this condi- 
tion that the elders arc laboring as 
they are; it is to bring you to this 
oneness that they labor as they do 
continually — that they travel and 
preach to and exhort the Saints all 
the day long to listen to the counsels 
of God* 

Although it has been deferred a 


good while it will yet be accomplished 
and fulfilled and the people brought 
to a condition that is desired. 

Much more might be said on this 
subject ; but I am intruding on your 
time. May God bless you, my bre- 
thren and sisters, and prepare us, as 
a people, to receive the revelations of 
His will, which are true and perfect 
and intended to elevate and exalt us, 
and to bring us back into His pre- 
sence, there to be crowned with glory 
and immortality : which I pray may 
be the case with us all in the name of 
Jesus Christ Amen. 


HISTORICAL ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT GEORGE A. SMITH, 

Delivered in the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, October 

8th and 9th, 18G8> I 

(Reported by David IF". Evans.) 


The circumstances by which we are 
surrounded are such as to cause feel- 
ing of no ordinary character. In all 
the Conferences held hitherto, in this 
city and in Nauvoo, we have enjoyed 
the society of our late lamented Pre- 
sident, Heber C\ Kimball; and his 
being called away from a useful field 
in which he had long labored, should 
remind us that each of us, at any mo- 
ment, may be called to close our 
career here for time, and to await our 
reward in the resurrection* We can 
but rejoice that our brother, in his 
long life and labors in the Church, was 
a pattern of humility, laith and dili- 
gence, and was instrumental in the 
hands of God in bringing many thou- 
sands to a knowledge of the truth. 


The blow which has fallen upon us iu 
being deprived of his company, coun- 
sel and instruct ion, should remind us 
of the necessity of diligence in the dis- 
charge of all our duties, that, like him, 
we may be prepared to inherit celes- 
tial glory, and to associate with Joseph 
and Hyrurn Smith and David Patten, 
and the martyrs who have gone be- 
I fore. 

The incidents that have been 
brought to our notice by our brethren 
who have spoken during the Confe- 
rence, give rise to a series of reflec- 
tions in relation to our early history 
as a people, which, I presume, it 
would be well for us all to review- 
There are some in this Territory who 
have been in the Church thirty-six, 
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thirty-seven, or thirty-eight years, 
but a great many of the people have 
been in only a few years* A very 
large portion of our population have 
been reared here, and consequently a 
brief sketch of the early incidents of 
our history may not be unprofitable 
to any. 

When Joseph Smith took the plates 
of Mormon from the hill Cumorah, he 
was immediately surrounded by ene- 
mies, and though he was a young 
man of unexceptional character, he ! 
was compelled to go from place to 
place, while translating the work, to 
1 avoid pesccutinn. The press? and the 
pulpit denounced him as an impostor 
and his followers as dupes. As soon 
as be preached the doctrine of baptism 
for the remission of sins, and orga- 
nized a Church with six members, he 
was arrested and brought before a 
magistrate, honorably discharged by 
him, and immediatly arrested again 
and hurried into an adjoining county, 
where he was insulted, spit upon, and 
kept without food during the day, and 
then given crusts of bread and water. 
The next dav he was taken before 

if 

magistrates who, after a rigid exami- 
nution, found no fault in him. A mob 
resolved to " tar and feather" him, 
but through the instrumentality of 
the constable, who previously treated 
him roughly, but who now became his 
friend, he made his escape in safety. 
All these proceedings were instigated 
by clergymen and professors of reli- 
gion in high standing, A similar 
spirit of persecution was manifested 
in a greater or less degree in every' 
place where the Gospel was proclaim- 
ed, not only against Joseph Smith, 
but also against other Elders who 
preached the word. 

This system of persecution con* 
tinned » especially in the shape of 
vexatious law suits, numbering sortie 
fifty in all, up to the day of his death, 
and in all of which a most vicious I 
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and vindictive spirit was manifested 
outside of judicial questions. In 
every case he was honorably acquitted, 
and upon the charge of treason upon 
which he was detained in Carthage 
gail, when murdered, he had not even 
been lawfully examined before a ma- 
gistrate. In all these trials except 
one he had been before parsons reli- 
giously opposed to him — his enemies 
were his judges — and all this while 
every act of his life was prompted by 
a firm desire to do good to his fellow 
men — to preach the Gospel of peace, 
to magnify the high and holy calling 
he bad received from the Lord, and 
thereby lead back to the ancient faith 
of Jesus Christ his fellow beings 
who had fallen into darkness. 

Vexatious law suits not accomplish- 
ing the work to the satisfaction of 
the persecutors of the Saints, mob 
violence was resorted to, as being 
more effective. On the 25th day of 
March, 1*32, in Hyrnm, Portage 
Co., Ohio, Joseph Smith was dragged 
from his bed and carried to the woods, 
daubed with tar and feathers, ana 
otherwise ill-treated. The following 
is his account of the outrage : 

"On the 25th of March, the twins 
before mentioned, which had been 
sick tor some time with the measles, 
caused us to be broke of oar rest in 
taking care of them, especially my 
wife. In the evening I told her she 
had better retire to rest with one of 
the children, ;;nd I would watch with 
the sickest child. In the night she 
told me I had better lie down on the 
trundle bed, and I did so, and was 
soon after awoke by her screaming 
1 murder!' when I found myself going 
out of the door, in the hands of about 
a dozen men, some of whose hands 
were in my hair, and some had hold of 
my shirt, drawers, and limbs. The 
foot of the trundle bed was towards 
the door, leaving only room enough 
for the door to swing. My wife 
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heard a gentle tapping on the win- 
dows, which she then took no par- 
ticular notice of (but which was 
unquestionably designed tor ascer- 
taining whether we were all asleep), 
and soon after the mob burst open 
the door and surrounded the bed in 
an instant, and, as I said, the first I 
knew, I was going out of the door in 
the hands of an infuriated mob. 1 
made a desperate struggle, as I was 
forced out, to extricate myself, but 
only cleared one leg, with which I 
made a pass at one man, and he fell 
on the door steps. I was immediately 
confined again; and they swore by 
God they would kill me if I did not 
be still, which quieted me. As they 
passed around the house with me, the 
fellow that I kicked came to me and 
thrust his hand into my face, all 
coverc I with blood (for I hit him on 
the nose), and with an exalting horse 
laugh, muttered 4 Ge, gee, God damn 
ye, I'll fix ye.' 

"They then seized me by the 
throat, and held on till I lost my 
breath. After I came to, as they 
passed along with me, about thirty 
rods from the house, I saw Elder 
Rigdon stretched out on the ground, 
whither they had dragged him by 
the heels. I supposed he was dead. 
I began to plead with them, saying, 

* You will have mercy and spare my 
life, I hope,' to which they replied, 
'God da* mi ?/er ? call on your God for 
help, we'll H how ye no mercy ;* and 
the people began to show themselves 
in every direction; one coming from 
the orchard had a plank, and I ex- 
pected they would kill me, and carry 
me oft on the plank. They then 
turned to the right and went on about 
thirty rods farther, about sixty rods 
from the house and thirty from where 
I saw Elder Rigdon, into the meadow, 
where they stopped, and one said, 

* Simonds, Simonds,' (meaning, I sup* 
pose, Simonds Rider,) * pull up his 


drawers, pull up his drawers, he will 
take cold.' Another replied, * Ain't 
ye going to kill 'im, ain't ye going to 
kill 'im ?* when a group of mobbers 
collected a little way off and said, 
' Simonds, Simonds, come here ;' and 
Simonds charged those who had hold 
of me to keep me from touching the 
ground (as they had all the time 
done), lest I should get a spring upon 
them. They went and held a council, 
and, as I could occasionally overhear 
a word, I supposed it was to know 
whether it was best to kill me. They 
returned after a while when I learned 
they ha-1 concluded not to kill me, 
but pound and scratch me well, tear 
off my shirt and drawers, and leave 
me naked. One cried, * Simonds, 
Simonds, whore's the tar bucket?' 
i I don't know/ answered one, 1 where 
'tis, Eli's left it.' They ran back and 
fetched the bucket of tar, when one 
exclaimed, 6 God damn it, let us tar 
up his mouth; 1 and they tried to 
force the tar- paddle into my mouth; 
I twisted my head around, so that 
they could not, and they cried out, 
'God damn ye, hold up your head 
!md let us give ye some tor.* They 
then tried to force a vial into my 
mouth, and broke it in my teeth. 
All my clothes were torn off me ex- 
cept my shirt collar, and one man 
fell on me and scratched my body 
with his nails like a mad cat, and 
then muttered out, *God damn ye, 
that's the way the Holy Ghost falls 
on folks.' 

"They then left me, and I attempted 
to rise, but fell again. I pulled the 
tar away from my lips, so that I 
could breathe more freely, and raised 
myself up, when I saw two lights. I 
made my way towards one of them, 
and found it was Father Johnson's. 
When I had come to the door, I was 
naked, and the tar made me look as 
though I had been covered with blood; 
and when my wife saw me she thought 
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I was mashed all to pieces, and fainted. 
During the affray abroad, the sisters 
of the neighborhood had collected at 
my morn, I called for a blanket, 
they threw rue one, and shut the 
door. I wrapped it around me and 
went in," History of Joseph Smith, 
MilL Star, vol, 14, page lib. 

I will add that the exposure of the 
child above referred to, to the night 
air, caused its death. This murdered 
child was doubtless the first martyr 
of the last dispensation. 

In a revelation given Sept , 1831, j 
the Lord said, " It is my will that 
the Saints retain a strong hold in the 
land of Kirtland for the space of five 
years." I 

The Saints owned several farms in 
Kirtland, Mr, Lyman, a Presbyte- 
rian, also owned a grist mill there, 
and many of us got our grinding 
done at his mill, although our broth- 
renowned mills two or three miles 
distant. We had commenced build- 
ing the Kirtland Temple, A portion 
of the city site had been surveyed, 
and many of the Saints who had 
recently come in were building houses 
on the luts, Mr, Lyman associated 
himself with a combination to starve 
us out. The authorities proceeded 
to warn all the Latter-day Saints out 
of the township, and formed a com- 
pact not to employ us or sell us 
grain, which was scarce at the time. 
Mr, Lyman had 3000 bushels of 
wheat, but refused to let us have it 
at any reasonable price, and it was 
believed we were so destitute of 
money that we would have to scatter 
abroad. The warning out of town 
was designed to prevent our becoming 
a township charge, the law of Ohio 
being that if a person, who had been 
warned out of town, applied for as- 
sistance, he was to be carried to the 
next town and so on till he w r as taken 
out of the State or to the town from 
which he formerly came. 


niscouiiSHs, 

We were obliged to send fifty 
miles for grain, which cost us one 
dollar and six cents per bushel de- 
livered in Kirtland, Mr. Lyman's 
grain remained unsold and his effort 
to starve us taught us better than to 
longer patronize his mill, although 
it cost us the trouble of going two or 
three miles to mills Belonging to our 
brethren. We built a magnificent 
ten j pie and a large city. We paid 
our quota of taxes and we were as 
noted and remarkable for our indus- 
try, temperance, thrift and morality 
there, as our people are at the pre- 
sent day. We also patronized a Mr. 
Lyon, who was a gentlemanly outside 
merchant, but the moment he got an 
opportunity he united with our ene- 
mies to oppress us. 

We sent our children to school to 
Mr. Bates, a Presbyterian minister, 
who soon after went into court and 
bore false witness against the Elders, 
and further testified on oath that 
I every "Mormon" was intellectually 
insane. Tins lesson did admonish us 
not to longer intrust the education of 
our youth to canting hypocrites. 

For several years we had used the 
paper of Geauga Bank at Painesville, 
as money, A loan of a few hundred 
I dollars was asked for by Joseph 
Smith, with ample security, but was 
refused, and Elder Reynolds Gaboon 
was told they would not accommo- 
date the "Mormon Prophet, 1 ' although 
they acknowledged the endorsers 
were above question, simply because 
it would encourage " Mor monism." 
So much of their specie was drawn 
by Joseph Smith during the three 
succeeding days, as greatly improved 
their tempers, and they said to Elder 
Gaboon, " Tell Mr, Smith he must 
stop this, and any favor he wants we 
are readv to accord him," 

Subsequently application was made 
to the Legislature of the State for 
a bank charter, the notes to be 
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redeemed with specie and their re- 
demption secured by real estate. The 
charter was denied us on the grounds 
that we were 11 Mormons," and soon 
a combination of apostates and out- 
siders caused us to leave Kirtland, 
the most of our property unsold ; 
and our beautiful Temple yet remains 
a lasting monument ot our perseve- 
rance and industry. The loss sus- 
tained through this persecution was 
probably not less than one million 
dollars, 

Missomr. 

On the 20th day of July, 1831, at 
Independence, Jackson county, Jo- 
seph Smith set apart and dedicated a 
lot as the site of the Temple of the 
centre stake of Zion, ground having 
been purchased for this purpose, and 
it still is known as the t( Temple lot" 
The Saints entered lands in different 
parts of the county, built houses, 
opened farms, constructed mills, esta- 
blished a printing office (owned by 
W, W. Phelps and Co*, and the first 
in Western Missouri), and opened a 
mercantile establishment, the largest 
in the county, owned by Messrs. 
Gilbert and Whitney. 

In July, 18&I, a mob was organized 
by signing a circular, which set forth 
that the civil law did not afford them 
a sufficient guarantee against the 
"Mormons," whom they accused of 
" blasphemously pretending to heal 
the sick by the administration of 
holy oil," and consequently they must 
be either "fanatics" or "knaves." 
Under the influence of Methodist, 
Baptist and Presbyterian ministers, 
they tore down the printing office of 
the Evening and Morning Siar, which 
cost some $60^0. Tbey stripped and 
tarred and feathered Bishop Partridge 
and Elder Charles Allen, and seized 
several other Elders and cast them 
into prison, compelled Gilbert and 
Whitney to close their store, and 
soon after broke it open and scattered 


their goods to the four winds. They 
tore down twenty houses over the 
heads of the inmates, and whipped 
and terribly lacerated with hickory 
withes many of the Elders, killed 
Andrew Barber, and severely wound- 
ed many others; robbed the houses 
of their property, and finally ex- 
pelled fifteen hundred people from 
the county. They also destroyed 
some two hundred and sixteen dwel- 
lings, and much uf the land, being 
valuable timber land, became public 
plunder. The Saints were robbed of 
most of their horses, cattle, imple- 
ments of husbandry, etc* The total 
loss in these transactions is estimated 
at half a million dollars. 

" Horrible to relate, several women 
thus driven from their homes gave 
birth to children in the woods and on 
the prairies, destitute of beds or 
clothing, having escaped in fright. 
It is stated on the authority of Solo- 
mon Hancrck, an eye witness, that 
he, with tjie assistance of two or 
three others, protected one hundred 
and twenty women and children 
for the space of ten days, who were 
obliged to keep themselves hid from 
their pursuer*, while they were hourly 
expecting to be massacred, and who 
finally escaped into Clay county, by 
finding a circuitous route to the lei ry." 

They could be traced by the blood 
from their feet on the burnt prairie. 
This occurred in the month of No- 
vember, and is a specimen of the 
kindness that law-abiding Latter-day 
Saints received at the hands of those 
who had power over them. The 
Saints were so law-abiding that not a 
single process had been issued against 
any member of the Church in Jack- 
son county up to the organization of 
the mob, although all the offices, 
civil and military, were in the hands 
of their enemies. 

Prominent in these cruelties as ac- 
tors and apologists were the Revds. 
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Isaac McCoy and IX Pixley, the 
former a Baptist and the latter a 
Presbyterian missionary to the In- 
dians, 

CLAY COTTNTY. 

The arrival of the Saints in Clay 
county was a blessing to the inhabi- 
tant?, who had just opened small 
prairie farms and planted them with 
Indian corn , much of which was un- 
harvested. They had cattle on the 
bottoms and hogs in the woods. The 
majority of the people received the 
Saints with gladness and gave them 
employment, and paid them in corn, 
park and beef. The wages were low, 
but sufficient to supply the more 
pressing; wants of the people* From 
time to time Joseph Smith forwarded 
money from Kirfland to Bishop Part- 
rid ge to supply the most needy. The 
mob in Jackson county sent commit- 
tees to stir up the feelings of the 
people of Clay against the Saints. 
For some time their oft- repeated ef- 
forts to do so were unsuccessful Par- 
ties of the mob would come over 
from Jackson and seize our brethren 
and inflict violence upon them. The 
industry of our people soon enabled 
them to make some purchases of hind f ' 
and then their numbers were increased 
by arrivals from the east The mob 
of Jackson county continued their 
endeavors to stir up dissatisfaction ' 
among the people of Clay county 
against the Saints. At length the 
citizens of Clny county held a public 
meeting and requested the "Mor- 
mons" to seek another home, when 
the Saints located in the new county 
of Caldwell, which contained only 
seven families, who were bee hunters 
As the county was mostly prairie, 
their business was not very profitable, 
and they gladly embraced the oppor- 
tunity of selling their claims. 

Caldwell county, being nearly des- 
titute of timber, was regarded by the 
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people of upper Missouri as worth- 
less. Every Saint that could raise 
fifty dollars entered forty acres of 
land, and there wore few but what 
could do that much, while many en- 
tered* large tracts. The Saints mi- 
grated from the east and settled 
Caldwell in great numbers. 

In three years they had built mills, 
shops, school, meeting and dwelling 
houses, and opened and fenced hun- 
dreds of farms. Our industry and 
temperance rendered our settlements 
the most prosperous of any in Mis- 
souri, while they embraced all of 
Caldwell, most of Davis, and large 
portions of Clinton, Ray, Carrol and 
Livingston counties, when the storm 
ot nmbocracy was again aroused and 
aided by the Governor of the State, 
Lilhurn W. Boggs, who issued the 
order expelling all the Latter-day 
Saints from the State under penalty 
of extermination. This caused tho 
loss of hundreds of lives through 
violence and suffering. Houses were 
plundered, women were violated, men 
were whipped, and a great variety of 
cruelties inflicted, and a loss of pro- 
perry amounting to millions* was sus- 
tained, while any one that would 
ren ounce his religion was permitted 
to remain. 

Joseph and Ilyrum Smith, Alex- 
ander McRae, Lyman Wight and 
others were for several months thrust 
into prison, and in one instance, 
while there, were fed on human flesh 
and tantalized with the inquiry, 
"How they liked Mormon beef" — it 
being the flesh of some of (heir mur- 
dered brethren. 

The Lord softened the hearts of 
the people of Quincy, Illinois, and 
while the hundreds of Saints were 
fleeing over the snow*clad prairies of 
Missouri, not knowing where to go, 
the peopleof Quincy were holding pub- 
lic meetings, raising subscriptions and 
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adopting measures to give tlie fugi- 
tives employment and succor, for which 
our hearts overflow with gratitude* 

As soon as the Saints were all ex- 
pelled from Missouri, Joseph Smith 
went to Washington and laid the 
grievances of Hie people before the 
President and Congress of the United 
States. Mr, Van Buren said, " Your 
cause is just, but we can do nothing 
for you." Mr. Clay, when appealed 
to, said we " had better go to Oregon," 
Mr. Calhoun informed Mr. Smi'.h it 
would involve the question of State 
right*-, and was a dangerous question, 
and it would not do to agitate it. Mr. 
Cass, as Chairman of the Senate com- 
mittee, to which the petition was re- 
ferred, reported that Congress had 
no business with it. 

Elder John P. Green went east, 
and published an appeal in behalf 
of the Saints, holding public meetings 
in Cincinnati and New York, and re- 
ceived some small contributions for 
the assistance of the most needy. 

As soon as Joseph Smith escaped 
from Missouri to Illinois, he pur- 
chased lands at a place known as 
Commerce, in Hancock county, and 
commenced the survey of a city which 
he called Nauvoo, the word being de- 
rived from the Hebrew, meaning 
beauty and rest. Although the situ- 
ation was handsome, it was famed 
for being unhealthy. There were 
but few inhabitants in the vicinity, 
but many graves in the burying 
ground, and much of the subsequent 
sickness was the result of exposure 
and the want of suitable means of 
nursing the sick. The swamps in 
the vicinity of Nauvoo were soon 
drained, and the lands around put 
nnder cultivation. Numerous dwel- 
lings and several mills were erected, 
and thrift and prosperity, the invari- 
able results of industry and sobriety, 
were manifest. 

Demands were made from Mis- 


souri for the persons of Joseph and 
Hyrutn Smith, Joseph wan arrested 
and tried at Monmouth, before Judge 
Stephen A. Douglas, and honorably 
discharged. His principal attorney 
in this case was the Hun. 0, H. 
Browning, now U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior. This suit cost him upwards 
of three thousand dollars. He was 
soon again arrested on a demand from 
Missouri, and discharged by Judge 
Pope, of the U. S. District Court. 
This time it cost hini twelve thousand 
dollars. Not long after this second 
acquittal he was again arrested in 
Lee County, Illinois, ami an attempt 
made, in the face of the State autho- 
rities, to kidnap him into Missouri. 
Nauvoo sent out three hundred men 
and rescued him. He was afterwards 
discharged by the municipal court of 
that place, and Thomas Ford, Gover- 
nor of Illinois, sanctioned his dis- 
charge. 

In 18Jt4 Joseph and Hyrum were 
arrested on a charge of treason, under 
pledge of the executive that they 
should have a fair tiial, but they were 
murdered by one hundred and fifty 
men with blackened facts; merchants 
and men that we had sustained in 
business, and apostates, took a load- 
ing part in bringing this about. 

EXPENSES ATTENDANT UPON THE ARREST 
OF JOSEPH SMITH. 

Joseph Smith, the Prophet, was 
subjected, during his short ministerial 
career of fifteen years, to about fifty 
vexatious law suits. The principal 
expense was incurred in liquidating 
lawyers* bills, and the brethren's time 
and expenditure in attending courts 
to defend the Prophet from mob vio- 
lence. 

Magistrates* court expenses were 
generally one hundred dollars. The 
Prophet paid Generals Doniphan and 
Atehison for legal services at Rich- 
mond, Mo., in 1233-9, sixteen thou- 
sand dollars; but this amount wai 


fruitlessly exnended, as the benefits of 
the law were not accorded to him, be- 
cause of the predominance and over- 
ruling power of a mob, 

At the Prophet's trial at Monmouth, 
111., in 1 641, before Judge Douglas, 
the lawyers 1 fees, and expenses 
amounted to three thousand dollars. 

His next trial was before Judge 
Pope, U,S. District Court, in 1842-3, 
the ex|K?nses of which may be rea- 
sonably estimated fit twelve thousand 
dollars, 

Cyrus Walker charged ten thousand 
dollars for defending Joseph in his | 
pdnieal arrest, or the attempt at 
kidnapping him at Dixon, III, in 
18-13 . There were four other law- 
yers employed for the defence besides 
Walker. The ex nouses of the de- 
fence in this trial were enormous, in- 
volving the amocnts incurred by the i 
horse companies who went in pursuit ! 
to slid Joseph, and the trip of the 
steamer Maid of fotra, from Nan- 
voo to Otawa. and may be fairly esti- 
mated at one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

When the mantle of Joseph Smith 
fell upon Brigham Young, the ene- 
mies of God and His kingdom artught 
to inaugurate a similar career for 
President Young; but he took his 
revolver from his pocket at t e pub- 
lic stand in Nativoo, and declared 
that upon the first attempt of an 
officer to read a writ to him in a 
State that had violated its plighted 
faith in the murder of the Prophet 
and Patriarch while under arrest, 
he shonld serve the contents of this 
writ (holding his loaded revolver in 
his hand) first; to this the vast con- 
gregation assembled said, Amen. He 
was never arrested. 1 

APPEAL TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE 

STATES. .,v; 

In 1815, the storm of mobocracy 
raging around us, we sent an appeal 
to the President of the United States, 


and to the Governor of every State 
in the Union, except Missouri, of 
whbh the following, addressed to 
Governor Drew, of Arkansas, is a 
copy to the Governor, he being the 
only one from whom au answer was 
received — > 

44 To His Excellency Tkoma* 5. Drew, 
Governor of Arkansas. 

"Nauvoo, III, May I, 1S45. 

"Honorable Sir, — Suffer us, sir, in 
Inhalf of a disfranchised and long 
afflicted people, to prefer a few sug- 
gestions for your serious considera- 
tion, in hope of a friendly and une- 
quivocal response, at as early^i period 
jis may suit your convenience, and 
the extreme urgency of the case 
seems (o demand. 

" It is not our present design to de- 
tail the multiplied and aggravated 
wrongs that we have received in the 
midst of a nation that gave us birth. 
Some of us have long been loyal 
citizens of the State over which you 
have the honor to preside, while 
others claim citizenship in each of 
the States of this great confederacy. 
We say we are a disfranchised .people. 
We are privately told by the highest 
authorities of this Slate, that it is 
neither prudent nor sale for us to 
vote at the polls; still we have con- 
tinued to maintain our right to vote, 
until the blood of our best men has 
been shed, both in Missouri and the 
State of Illinois, with impunity. 

" You are doubtless somewhat fami- 
liar -with the history of our extermi- 
nation from the State of Missouri, 
wherein scores of our brethren were 
massacred, hundreds died t tiro ugh 
want and sickness, occasioned by their 
unparalleled sufferings, some mil \ ions 
of our property were confiscated or 
destroyed, and some fifteen thousand 
souls tied for iheii lives to the then 
hospitable and peaceful shores of Il- 
linois; and that the State of Illinois 
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granted to us a liberal charter, for j 

the term of perpetual succession, and 
under its provisions private rights 
have become invested, and the largest 
city in the State has grown up, num- 
bering about twenty thousand inha- 
bitants, j 

" But, sir, the startling attitude re- 
cently assumed by the State of Illinois* 
forbids us to think that her designs 
are any less vindictive than those of 
Missouri. She has already used the 
military of the State, with the Execu- 
tive at their head, to coerce and sur- 
render up our licst men to unparalleled 
murder, and that, too, under the most 
sacred pledges of protection and safety. 
As a sal to for such uneart hly perfidy 
and guilt, she told us, through her 
highest Executive officer, that the 
laws should be magnified, and the 
murderers brought to justice; but 
the blood of her innocent victims 
hud not been wholly wiped from the 
floor of the awful arena, where the 
citizens of a sovereign State pounced 
upon two defenceless servants of God, 
our Prophet and our Patriarch, be- 
fore the Senate of that Stfite rescued 
one of the indicted actors in that 
mournful tragedy from the sheriff of 
Hancock county, and gave him an 
honorable seat in her halls of legisla- 
tion. And all others who were in- 
dicted by the grand jury of Hancock 
county for the murders of Generals 
Joseph and Hyrnro Smith, are suf- 
fered to roam at large, watching for 
farther prey. 

'* To crown the climax of those 
blooiy deeds, the State has repealed 
all those chartered rights by which 
we might have defended ourselves 
against aggressors. If we defend 
ourselves hereafter against violence, 
whether it comes under the shadow 
of law or otherwise (tor we have 
reason to expect it both ways), we 
shall then be charged with treason, 


and suffer the penalty; and if we 
continue passive and non-resistant, 
we must certainly expect to perish, 
for oar enemies have sworn it. 

" And here ? sir, permit us to state 
that General Joseph Smith, during 
this short life, was arraigned at the 
bar of his country about fifty times, 
charged with criminal offences, but 
was acquitted every time by his 
country, or rather his religious op- 
ponents almost invariably being his 
judges. And wo further testify, that 
as a people we are law-abiding, peace- 
able, and without crimes; and we 
challenge the world to prove the con- 
trary. And while other less cities in 
Illinois have had special courts insti- 
tuted to try their criminals, we have 
been stript of e^ery source of ar- 
raigning marauders find murderers 
who are prowling around to destroy 
us, except the common magistracy. 

,c With these facts before you, sir, 
will you write to us without delay, 
as a father and friend, and advise us 
what to do ? We are, many of us, 
citizens of your State, and all mem- 
bers of the same great confederacy. 
Our fathers, nay, some of us, have 
fought and bled for our country, and 
we love her dearly. 

" In the name of Israels God, and 
by virtue of multiplied ties of country 
and kindred, we ;mk your friendly 
interposition in our favor. Will it be 
too much to ask you to convene a 
special session of your State Legisla- 
ture, and furnish us an asylum where 
we can enjoy our rights of conscience 
and religion unmolested ? Or will 
you in a special message to that body, 
when convened, recommend a remon- 
strance against such unhallowed acts 
of oppression and expatriation, as 
this people have continued to receive 
from the States of Missouri and Il- 
linois ? Or will you favor us by your 
personal influence, and by your official 
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rank ? Or will you express your 
views concerning what is called the 
Great Western Measure, of colonizing 
the Latter-day Saints in Oregon, the 
north-western Territory, or some loca- 
tion, remote fro in the States, where 
the hand of oppression shall Dot 
crash every noble principle, and ex- 
tinguish every patriotic feeling ? 

"And now, honored sir, having 
reached out our imploring hands to 
you with deep solemnity, we would 
importune with you as a father, a 
friend, a patriot and statesman; by 
the constitution of American liberty; 
by the bloud of our fathers, who have 
fought for the independence of this 
Republic; by the blood of the mar- 
tyrs which has been shed in our 
midst; by the waitings of the widows 
and orphans; by our murdered fa- 
thers and mothers, brothers and sis- 
ters, wives and children; by the 
dread of immediate destruction from 
secret combinations now forming for 
our overthrow ; and by every endear- 
ing tie that binds men to men, mid 
renders life bearable, and that, too, 
for aught we know, for the last time, 
that you will lend your immediate 
aid to quell the violence of mobocracy, 
and exert your influence to establish 
us as a people in our civil and re- 
ligious rights, where we now are, 
or in some part of the United States, 
or at some place remote therefrom, 
where we may colonize in peace and 
safety as soon as circumstances will 
permit. 

"We sincerely hope thatyour future 
prompt measures towards us will be 
dictated by the best feelings that 
dwell in the bosom of humanity ; and 
the blessings of a grateful people, 
and of many ready to perish, shall 
come upon you. 

"We are, sir, with great respect, 
" Your obedient servants, 
"Brigham Young, Chairman* 


Committee. 


" W. Richards, 1 

" Orson Spencer, 

"Orson Pratt, 

" W. W. Phelps, 

"A, W. Babbit, 

" Jno. il Bernhisel, , 

" In behalf of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-da} Saints, at Nau- 
voo, 111 

" P.S. — As many of our communi- 
cations postmarked at Nauvoo, have 
failed of their destination, and the 
mails around us have been intercepted 
by our enemies, we shall send this 
to some distant office by the hand of 
a special messenger/' 

The following reply was received 
from Governor Drew : — 

"Executive Office, Lit tie Rock, 
Ark., May 27, 1845. 
" Hon. Brigham Young, President of 
the Committee of Twelve of Christ's 
Church of Latter-day Saints at Nau- 
voo, 111. 

"Sir, — Your letter of the 1st inst. 
has been received, and claims ray 
earnest attention, I must acknow- 
ledge my inability to servo your peo- 
ple by calling an extra Session of the 
General Assembly of this State for the 
object contemplated. And although 
I do not know that prejudice against 
your tenets in Arkansas would weigh 
aught against the action of that body, 
in refusing to furnish within our bor- 
ders an asylum from the oppression 
of which you so sorely complain; yet 
I am sure the representatives of the 
people would long hesitate to extend 
to any class of citizens exclusive pri- 
vileges, however innocent their mo- 
tives, aims, objects or actions might 
appear, when the prospects of colli- 
sion, from causes of which in your 
case I know nothing, appear so evi- 
dent from the two very recent mani- 
festations presented in the States of 
Missouri and Illinois. I bavo no 
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doubt Illinois, prompted by the kind- 
est of sympathies for your people in 
the late struggle and overthrow they 
encountered in Missouri, extended a 
liberal helping hand, but to repent 
her supposed folly. Could Arkansas, 
after witnessing the same scene re- 
enacted in Illinois, calculate on any* 
thing short of a like catastrophe ? 

" I am not sufficiently informed of 
the course taken against you by the 
authorities of the State of Illinois, in 
the difficulties detailed in your com- 
munication, to justify a recommenda- 
tion from me to the Legislature to 
remonstrate against the acts of Il- 
linois — the detailed statement of facts 
afforded me by your communication 
being of an rtu parte character. But 
were I regularly informed of all the 
facts from both parties, and felt able 
to form a correct opinion as to the 
justice of the course pursued by the 
State of Illinois, yet I am of opinion 
that this State would not have, 
nor would I have as its chief Execu- 
tive officer, the right to interfere in 
the least with the internal concerns 
or police of the State of Illinois, or 
of any other neighboring State, where 
its operations do not distract or in any 
way affect the good order of the citi- 
zens of the State of Arkansas* There 
are instances, but they are rare, where 
the interposition of one State to ar- 
rest the progress of violence in ano- 
ther, would be at all admissible. Such, 
fur instance, as where the public au- 
thorities of the State affected are 
palpably incompetent to quell an in- 
surrection within her limits, and the 
violence is likely to extend its ravages 
and bad influence to' such neighboring 
State, or where a proper call lias been 
made for succor. 

" Nor can I afford to exercise my 
official rank as chief Executive of 
this State, in behalf of a faction in a 
neighboring State; and I humbly 
conceive that my personal influence 
No. 8. 


would add nothing to your cause, 
unless it should prove to be a just 
one, in which event public opinion 
will afford you support of a character 
more lasting in the eye of au en- 
lightened public, than wiser and 
greater men than your humble servant 
— than official rank, or force backed 
by power It is true that while pre- 
judice may have the ascendency over 
the minds of the neighboring com- 
munity, your people may be exposed 
more or less to loss of life and 
I destruction of property ; I therefore 
! heartily agree with you in the pro- 
' posed plan of emigration to the Ore- 
gon Territory — or to California — the 
| north of Texas, or to Nebraska ; 
I thereby placing your community be- 
yond the reach of contention, until, 
at least, you shall have had time and 
opportunity to test the practicability 
of your system, and to develop its 
contemplated superior advantages in 
ameliorating the condition of the hu- 
man race, and adding to the blessings 
of civil and religious liberty. That 
such a community, constituted as 
yours, with the mass of prejudice 
which surrounds and obstructs its 
progress at this time, cannot prosper 
in that or any of the neighboring 
States, appears very evident from the 
signal failures upon two occasions 
under auspices at least as favorable as 
you could reasonably expect from any 
of the States. 

"My personal sympathies are strong 
for the oppressed, though my official 
station can know nothing but what is 
sanctioned by the strictest justice, and 
that circumscribed to the limited 
jurisdiction of my own State; and 
while I deplore, as a man and a phi- 
lanthropist, your distressed situation, 
I would refer you to the emphatic 
and patriarchal proposition of Abra- 
ham to Lot ; and whilst I allude to 
the eloquent paraphrase of one of 
Virginia's most gifted sons, wherein 
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he circumscribed the bounds of our 
domain within to the great valley of 
the Mississippi I would only acid 
that the way is now open to the Pa- 
cific without let or hindrance, Should 
the Latter-day Saints migrate to Ore- 
gon, they will carry with them the 
good will of philanthropists, and the 
blessing of every friend of humanity. 
If they are wrong, their wrongs will 
be abated with many degrees of al- 
lowance, and if right, migration will 
afford an opportunity to make it 
manifest in due season to the whole 
civilized world. 

** With rny hearty desires for your 
peace and prosperity, I subscribe my- 
self respectfully yours, 

*f Thomas S. Dekw." 

This correspondence shows us the 
necessity of our being united in sus- 
taining the Latter-day Saints, that we 
may not build up, by our own acts, a 
power to renew persecution again in 
our midst 

KXFCJLSION FHOM ILLINOIS, . ■ 

In September, 1845, the mob com- 
menced burning the houses of the 
Saints in the southern part of the 
county of Hancock, and continued 
until stopped by the sheriff, who 
summoned a posse eornitatm^ while 
few but Latter-day Saints would 
serve under him. The Governor sent 
troops and disbanded the posse. The 
murderers of Joseph and Hyrum had 
a sham trial and were acquitted. A 
convention of nine counties notified 
us that we must leave the State. The 
Governor informed us through Gen- 
eral John J. Harding and Hon. Ste- 
phen A. Douglas, that we could not 
be protected in Illinois. We com- 
menced our emigration west on the 
6th of February, 1S4 i. During that 
month some twelve hundred wagons 
crossed the Mississippi, many of them 
on the ice. Everybody that was ahle 
to leave continued to do so until late 
in the summer, and the outfits with 
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which they left were insufficient, while 
the win tor and spring weather was 
inclement, which caused a great deal 
of suffering. 

While the strength of Israel had 
gone westward, the Illinois mob com- 
menced their hostilities with redoubled 
fury. They whipped, plundered and 
murdered men, abused women and 
children, and drove all the scattering 
ones into Nauvoo, then laid siege to 
the place and bombarded it for three 
days, killing several persons and 
wounding others, and peremptorily 
, expelled the remainder across the river 
into Iowa, after robbing them of the 
remainder of the property they pos- 
sessed, and leaving them on the shore 
to perish. 

Their encampment was probably 
one of the most miserable and dis- 
tressed that ever existed. All who 
were able, by any possible means, 
had got away; those left were the 
poor and the helpless. Great numbers 
were sick, and they were without 
tents or conveniences of any kind to 
make them comfortable. Encamped 
on the foggy bottoms of the Missis- 
sippi river, they were scorched with 
fevers, without medicine or proper 

fbod. ti :.rt.^>'' 

In this helpless condition a merci- 
ful Providence smiled on them by 
sending quails, so tame that many 
caught them with their hands ; yet 
many perished within sight of hun- 
dreds of houses belonging to them 
and their friends, which were under 
the dominion of the Rev. Thomas S. 
Brock man and his mob legions, who 
viciously trampled the constitution 
and laws of Illinois, and the laws of 
humanity, under their feet 

The victims continued to sutler 
until the camps in the west sent them 
relief. For a more fall description of 
these seines, I read from the historical 
address of Col. (now General) Thomas 
L. Kane, who was an eye witness. 
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"A few years ago," said Colonel 
Kane, "ascending the Upper Missis- 
sippi, in the autumn, when its waters 
were low, I was compelled to travel 
by land past the region of the Rapids. 
My road lay through the Half-breed 
Tract, a fine section of Iowa, which 
the unsettled state of its land-titles 
harf appropriated as a sanctuary for 
coiners, horse thieves, and other out- 
laws. I had left ray steamer at Keo- 
kuk, at the foot of the Lower Fall, to 
hire a carriage, and to contend for 
some fragments of a dirty meal with 
the swarming flies, the only scavengers 
of tlit* locality, 

4< From this place to where the deep 
water of the river returns, my eye 
wearied to see everywhere sordid, 
vagabond, and idle settlers, and a 
country marred, without Deiug im- 
proved, by their careless hands, I 
was descending the last hill-side upon 
my journey, when a landscape in de- 
lightful contrast broke upon my view* 
Half encircled by a bend of the river, 
a beautiful city lay glittering in the 
fresh morning son? its bright new 
dwellings, set in cool green gardens, 
ranging op around a stately dome- 
shaped hill, which was crowned by a 
noble edifice, whose high tapering 
spire was radiant with white and 
gold. The city appeared to cover 
several miles, and beyond it, in the 
background, there rolled off a fair 
country, chequered by the caret n! 
lines of fruitful husbandry. The on* 
mistakeable marks of industry, enter- 
prise, and educated wealth everywhere, 
made the scene one of singular and 
most striking beauty. It was a na- 
tural impulse to visit this inviting 
region, I procured a skiff, and rawing 
across the river, landed at the chief 
wharf of the city. !No one met me 
there, I looked, and saw no one, I 
coo Id bear no one move, though the 
quiet everywhere was such that I 
heard the flies buzz, and the water- 


ripples break against the shallow of 
the beach. I walked through tho 
solitary street. The town lay as in 
ft dream, under some deadening spell 
of loneliness, from which I almost 
feared to wake it, for plainly it had 
not slept lony. There was no grass 
growing up in the paved ways; rains 
had not entirely washed away the 
prints of dusty footsteps. 

"Yet 1 went about unchecked. I 
went into empty workshops, rope- 
walks and smithies. The spinner's 
wheel was idle; the carpenter had 
gone from his work-bench and shav- 
ings, his unfinished sash and casing. 
Fresh bark was in the tanner's vat* 
and the fresb-chopped lightwood stood 
piled against the baker's oven. The- 
blacksmith's shop was cold ; but hia 
coal heap and lading pool, and 
crooked water horn were all there, as. 
if he had just gone off for a holiday. 
No work-people anywhere looked to 
know my errand, 

"If I went into the gardens, clink- 
ing tho wicket-Ia'eh loudly after me, 
to pull the marigolds, heartsease, 
and lady-slippers, and draw a drink 
with the water-sodden well -bucket 
and its noisy chain ; or, knocking off 
with my stick the tall, heavy-headed 
d:ihlias and sunflowers, hunted over 
the beds for cucumbers and love- 
apples — no one called out to me from 
any opened window, nr dog sprang 
forward to bark an alarm. 

** I could have supposed the people 
hidden in the houses, but the doors 
were unfastened ; and when at last 
I timidly entered them, I found dead 
ashes white upon the hearths, and 
had to tread a tip- toe, as if walking 
down the aisle of a country church, to 
avoid rousing irreverent echoes from 
the naked floors. On the outskirts 
of the town was the city graveyard ; 
bat there was no record of plagne 
there, nor did it in anywise differ 
much from other Protestant American 
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cemeteries. Some of the mounds 
were not long sodded ; some of the 
stones were newly set, their dates 
recent, and their bhiek inscriptions 
glossy in the mason's hardly dried 
lettering ink. Beyond the graveyard, 
out in the Gelds, I saw, in one spot 
hard by where the fruited boughs of 
a young orchard had been roughly torn 
down, the still smouldering remains 
of a barbecue fire, that had been con- 
structed of rails from the fencing 
around it. It was the latest sign of 
life there. Fields upon fields of heavy- 
beaded yellow grain lay rotting un- 
gathered upon the ground. No one 
was there to take in their rich har- 
vest 

"As far as the eye could reach 
they stretched away — they sleeping, 
too, in the hazy air of autumn. Ody 
two portions of the city seemed to 
suggest the import of this mysterious 
solitude. On the southern suburb, 
the houses looking out upon the 
country showed, by their splintered 
wood- work and walls battered to the 
foundation, that they had lately been 
the mark of a destructive cannonade. 
And in and around the splendid Tem- 
ple, which had been the chief object 
of my admiration, armed men were 
barracked, surrounded by their stacks 
of musketry and pieces of heavy ord- 
nance. These challenged me to ren- 
der an account of myself, and why I 
bad had the temerity to cross the 
water without written permit from 
a leader of their band, 

" Though these men were generally 
more or less under the influence of 
ardent spirits, after I had explained 
myself as a passing stranger, they 
seemed anxious to gain my good opi- 
nion. They told the story of the 
Dead City; that it had been a notable 
manufacturing and commercial mart, 
sheltering over twenty thousand per- 
sons ; that they had waged war with 
its inhabitants for several years, and j 


had been finally successful only a few 
days before my visit, in an action 
fought in front of the ruined suburb; 
after which they had driven them 
forth at the point of the sword. The 
defence, they said, had been obstinate, 
but gave way on the third day's bom- 
bardment. They boasted greatly of 
their prowess, especially in this battle, 
as they called it; but 1 discovered 
they were not of one mind as to cer- 
tain of the exploits that had dis- 
tinguished it, one of which, as 1 
remember, was, that they had slain a 
father and his son, a boy of fifteen, 
not long residents of the fated city, 
whom they admitted to have borne a 
character without reproach. 

"They also conducted me inside 
the massive sculptured walls of the 
carious Temple, in which they said 
the banished inhabitants were accus- 
tomed to celebrate the mystic rites of 
an unhallowed worship. They parti- 
cularly pointed out to me certain fea- 
tures of the building which, having 
been t he peculiar objects of a farmer 
superstitious regard, they had, as a 
matter of duty, sedulously defiled and 
defaced. The reputed sites of certain 
shrines they had thus particularly 
noticed ; and various she] tered cham- 
bers, in one of which was a deep well, 
constructed, they believed, with a 
dreadful design. Beside these, they 
led me to sec a large and deep 
chiselled marble vase or basin, sup- 
ported upon twelve oxen, also of 
marble, and of the size of life, . of 
which they told some romantic stories. 
They said the deluded persons, most 
of w T hom were emigrants from a great 
distance, believed their Deity coun- 
tenanced their reception here of a 
baptism of regeneration, as proxies 
for whomsoever they held in warm 
affection in the countries from which 
they had come. That here parents 
« went into the water* for their lost 
children, children for their parents, 
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widows for their spouses, and young 
persons for their lovers; that thus 
the Great Vase carae to be for them 
associated with all dear and distant 
memories, and was therefore theobject, 
of all others in the building, to which 
they attached the greatest degree of 
idolatrous affection. On this account, 
the victors had so diligently dese- 
crated it, as to render the apartment 
in which it was contained too noisome 
to abide in. 

" They permitted me also to ascend 
into the steeple, to see where it had 
been lightning-struck the Sabbath 
before; and to look oot, east and 
sou tin on wasted farms like those I 
had seen near the city, extending till 
they were lost in the distance. Here, 
in the face of the pure day, close to 
the scar of the divine wrath left by 
the thunderbolt, were fragments of 
food, cruises of liquor, and broken 
drinking vessels, with a bass drum 
and a steamboat signal bell, of which 
I afterwards learned the use with pain. 

"It was after nightfall when I was 
ready to cross the river on my return. 
The wind hud freshened since the 
sunset, and the water beating roughly 
into my little boat, I edged higher up 
the stream than the point I had bft 
in the morning, and landed where a 
faint glimmering light invited me to 
steer. ' 

14 Here, among the dock and rushes, 
sheltered only by the darkness, with- 
out roof between* t Item and the sky, I 
came upon a crowd of several hundred 
human beings, whom my movemenis 
roused from uneasy slumber on the 
ground, 

4t Passing these on my way to the 
light, I found it came from a tallow* 
candle in a paper funnel shade, such 
as is used by street vendors of apples 
and pea- nuts, and which, flaming and 
guttering away in the bleak air otf the 
water, shone flicker ingly on the ema- 
ciated feat tires of a man in the last 


stage of a billious remittent fever. 
They had done their best for him. 
Over his head was something like a 
tent, made uf a sheet or two, and he 
rested on a partially ripped open old 
straw mattress, with a hair sofa 
cushion under his head for a pillow. 
His gaping jaw and glazing eye told 
how short a time he would monopo- 
lize these luxuries; though a seem- 
ingly bewildered and excited person, 
who might have been his wife, 
seemed to find hope in occasionally 
forcing him to swallow, awkwardly, 
sips of the tepid river water, from a 
burned and battered bitter-smelling 
tin coffee-pot. Those who knew better 
had furnished the apothecary he 
needed ; a toothless old bald-head, 
whose manner had the repulsive dull- 
ness of a man familiar with death 
scenes. He, so long as I remained, 
mumbled in his patient's ear a mono- 
tonous and melancholy prayer, be- 
tween the pauses of which I heard 
the hiccup and sobbing of two little 
girls, who were sitting upon a piece 
of drift wood outside, 

"Dreadful, indeed, was the suffer- 
ing of these forsaken beings; bowed 
and cramped with cold and sunburn, 
alternating as each weary day and 
night dragged on, they were, almost 
all of them, the crippled victims of 
disease. They were there because 
they had no homes, nor hospital, nor 
poor-house, nor friends to offer them 
any. They could not satisfy the feeble 
cravings of their sick; they had noti 
bread to quiet the fractious hunger- 
cries of their children. Mothers and 
babes, daughters and grand- parents, 
all of them alike, were bivouacked in 
tatters, wanting even covering to 
comfort those whom the sick shiver 
of fever was searching to the marrow. 

" These were Mormons, in Lee 
county, Iowa, in the fourth w r eek of 
the month of September, in the year 
of our Lord 1316. The city — it was 
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Nauvoo, II b The Mormons were the 
owners of that city, and the smiling 
country around* And those who had 
stopped their ploughs, wJio had si- 
lenced their hummers, their axes, 
their shuttles! and their workshop 
wheels; those who had put out their 
fires, who had eaten their food, spoiled 
their orchards, and trampled under 
foot their thousands of acres of mi- 
liar vested bread ; these were the keep- 
ers of (heir dwellings, the carousers 
in their Temple, whose drunken riot 
insulted the ears of the dying. 

u l think it was as I turned from 
the wretched night- watch of which I 
have spoken, that I first listened to 
the sounds of revel of a party of the 
guard within the city. Above the 
distant hum of the voices of many, 
occasionally rose distinct the loud 
oat I * - 1 ;i i 1 1 1 1 d e xc 1 amn t i on , and the 
falsely intonated scrap of vulgar song; 
but lest this requiem should go un- 
heeded, every now and then, when 
their boisterous orgies strove to at- 
tain a sort of ecstatic climax, a cruel 
spirit of insulting frolic carried some 
of them up into the high belfry of 
the Temple steeple, and there, with 
the wicked childishness of inebriates, 
they whooped, and shrieked, and beat 
the dr urn that I bad seen, and rang 
incharivai ieunison their loud-tongued 
s team -boat bell. 

"They were, all told, not more 
than six hundred and forty persons 
who were thus lying on the river flat.s. 
But the Mormons in Nauvoo and its 
dependencies had been numbered the 
year before at, over twenty thousand. 
Where were they? They had last 
l>en seen carrying in mournful train 
their sick and wounded, halt and 
blind, to disappear behind the western 
horizon, pursuing the phantom of 
another home. Hardly any thing else 
was known of them ; and people asked 
with curiosity, 4 What had been their 
fate — what their fortunes ?' " 


OCTOBKH 9TH, 

The rear of the camp of the Saints 
that were driven out of Nauvoo, as we 
left them last evening lying on the 
banks of the Mississippi — a very un- 
comfortable and distressing situation 
— were frequently annoyed by the 
firing of cannon from the oppositj 
side of the river, many of the shot 
landing in the river, but occasionally 
some would pass over into the camp. 
One of them, picked up in the camp, 
was sent as a present to the Governor 
of Iowa. 

The Rev. Thomas S. Broekman, 
leader of the mob who expelled the 
Saints from Nauvoo, said when he 
entered the city, that he considered 
he had gained a tremendous triumph; 
but there is no language sufficient to 
describe the ignominy and disgrace 
that must attach, iirall time to come, 
to him and his associates, in the ac- 
complishment of so brutal a work on 
an innocent and unoffending people 
tin account of their religious opinions. 

The settlements of Iowa on the 
west side of the Mississippi river 
were scattering, extending baqk about 
seventy miles. We passed through 
these settlements on our journey 
westward, that is, President Young 
and the party that left Nauvoo in the 
winter. We diverged a little from 
the regular route in order to be in 
the vicinity of the settlements of 
Missouri. Our brethren scattered 
wherever there was an opportunity 
to take jobs from the people, making 
rails, building log houses, and doing 
a variety of work, by which they 
obtained grain for their animals and 
breadstuff for themselves. We were 
enabled todo this while moving slowly. 
In fact, t he spring i*ains soon rendered 
the ground so muddy that it was 
impossible to travel but a very short 
distance at a time. * Soon after, when 
the gra-s grew, this divergence from 
the road southerly was discontinued, 
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by pursuing a direction farther north, 
until we reached a point on the east 
fork of Grand River, where the Pre- 
sident's company commenced a set- 
tlement called Garden Grove, then 
another called Pisgah was commenced 
on the west fork of the same river* 
The^e streams and a number of others 
had to be bridged at a heavy expense, 
which whs done by the advanced 
parties. Our travel west of the set- 
tlements, before we reached the Mis- 
souri river, was about 300 miles. 
The country was in the possession of 
Poiawattamie Indians. They, how- 
ever, had sold their lands to the 
United States, and were to give pos- 
session the following year. We were 
delayed building ferry boats and 
crossing the Missouri river, A large 
portion of ocr people crossed at a 
point now known as Omaha city; some 
crossed a little below, at Bellevue, or 
what we sometimes termed Whisky 
Point, there being some missionaries 
and Indian traders there, who occu- 
pied their time in selling whisky to 
and swindling the Indians. 

We were met there by Captain 
James Allen, of United States dra- 
goons, with an order from the War 
Department to enrol live handled 
volunteers for the war in Mexico. 
The volunteers were enrolled in a 
very few days. A portion of our 
wagons had crossed trio ^Missouri at 
this time, and the residue of our poo- 
pie, from whom the volunteers were 
drawn, were scattered on the way two 
hundred miles towards Nauvoo. The 
men, however, volunteered, leaving 
their families and teams on the 
pi airies without protect rs, and very 
materially weakened the camp, because 
they were the flower of the people. 
Tlu'V marched direct for Leavenworth, 
and there received the arms of in- 
fantry, and then marched fur Califor- 
nia by way of Santa Fe. Their 
commander, Lieutenant- Colonel Allen, 


died at Leavenworth, and they were 
subsequently placed under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel P. Saint 
George Cooke. They made a march 
of 20^0 miles, to San Diego. His- 
tory may be searched in vain for a 
parallel to this march of infantry. 
During a portion of this route they 
were on three-quarter rations, a nor- 
tion on half rations, and a large J™, 
tion of it on quarter rations ot bread, 
their only meat being such draught 
animals as were unable to proceed 
further. They were, at one time, 
temporarily relieved from this pres- 
sure through an encounter with a 
herd of wild bulls. These men were 
discharged on the coast of California; 
but the Government, finding it neces- 
sary to maintain some show of fqree 
in the southern part of California, re- 
quested a company of them to re- 
enlist, which they did, and served for 
a terra of six months. 

The departure of all these men 
from our party, left a great burden 
on the shoulders of those who re- 
mained. President Young gathered 
them together to a place now called 
Florence, which we denominated 
Winter Quarters. While there we 
built seven hundred log houses, one 
water-power and several horse mills 
for grinding grain, and some hundred 
and fifty dug-outs, being a kind of 
cave dug in the earth, or houses half 
underground* 

We gathered up the families of the 
battalion the best we could, but a 
L^reat many were sick* Our exposures 
through the season, being deprived of 
vegetable food, and the overwork 
through so much bridge and road 
making, brought on sickness ; and all 
who were in Winter Quarters remem- 
ber it as being a place where a great 
many persons were afflicted, and 
many died* 

Our brethren who were on the other 
side of the river established camps in 
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various localities. There were pro- 
bably two thousand wagons scattered 
about on the east side of the river in 
different parts of the Potawattamie 
country, each grove or camping 
ground taking the name of its leader 
Many of those names are still retained, 
the various camping grounds being 
known as Cutler s, Perkins*, Miller's, 
Mt 

Elders Orson Hyde, P. P. Pratt and 
John Taylor, left the camp and went 
on a mission to England, Brother 
Benson, accompanied by other breth- 
ren, went to the east to solicit dona- 
tions from our eastern friends. I am 
not aware of the exact amount that 
was donated, but it was only a trifle. 
There were a few old clothes also con- 
tributed, which I believe were scarcely 
worth the freight. Christian sympa- 
thy was not very strong for the Latter- 
day Saints* But we feel very thank- 
ful to those who did contribute, and 
shall ever remember with kindness 
their generosity towards the Saints, 

We were here visited by Cob Thos. 
L, Kane, of Philadelphia, an extract 
from whose historical address was 
read yesterday. He visited our camp 
and saw our condition, and was the 
only man, I believe, who by words 
and deeds manifested that he felt to 
sympathise with the outraged and 
plundered people called Latter-day 
Saints, It may be that he was not 
the only man, but he was the only 
man who made himself conspicuous by 
his sympathy towards us. It is true 
that we have had men come here, as 
merchants and officers, who have ex- 
pressed to us that they did have great 
sympathy with us at that time. It 
does us a great deal of good now to 
hear them say so, we did not know 
anything about it then. 

In the spring of 1347, President 
Young, with one hundred and forty- 
three pioneers, started in search of a 
place of settlemen t. We started early, 


before there was a particle of grass in 
the Platte valley. We carried our 
food with us, and fed our animals on 
the Cottonwood bark, until the grass 
grew, and managed to get along, 
making the road for six hundred and 
fifty miles, and followed the trappers* 
trail about four hundred miles more 
until we arrived in this valley. The 
whole company arrived here on the 
24th of July, 1847, Tl lere were a 
few bushes along the streams of City 
Creek, and other creeks south. The 
land was barren ; it was covered with 
large black crickets, which seemed to 
be devouring every thing* (hat had 
outlived the drouth and desolation. 
Here we commenced our work b}* 
making an irrigation ditch, and 
planting potatoes, which we had 
brought from the States; and late as 
it was in the season, with all the dig- 
advantages with which we had to 
contend, we raised enough to preserve 
the seed, though very few were as 
large as ehe&nuts. For the next three 
years we were reduced to considerable 
straits for food. Fast-meetings were 
held, and contributions constantly 
made for those who had no provisions. 
Every head of a family issued rations 
to those dependent upon him, for 
fear his supply of provisions should 
fall short. Rawhides, wolves, rabbits, 
thistle roots, segos, and everything 
that could he thought of that would 
preserve life, were resorted to; there 
were a few deaths by eating poisonous 
roots. A great deal of the grain 
planted here the first year grew only 
a few inches high; it was so short it 
could not be cut. The people had to 
pull it. A great many got discour- 
aged and wanted to leave the country ; 
some did leave. The discovery of 
gold mines in California by the breth- 
ren of the battalion, caused many of 
the discontented to go to that para- 
dise of gold. 

During all these trials President 
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Young was firm and decided ; lie put 
od a smile when among the people, 
and said this was the place God had 
pointed out for the gathering place of 
the Saints, r,nd it would be blessed 
and become one of the most productive 
places in the world. In this way he 
encouraged the people, and lie was 
sustained by men who felt that God 
had inspired him to lead us here. 

President Young went back to Win- 
ter Quarters the first season, and in 
184S returned with his family. John 
Smith, my honored father, who was 
subsequently Patriarch of the whole 
Church, and who bad been President 
of the Stake in Nauvoo, presided 
during the absence of President 
Young. I think that, for a man of 
his age and health, it was, in many 
respects, a very unpleasant position 
to be placed in, for all the murmuring, 
complaining, fault-finding, distress, 
hunger, annoyances, fears and doubts 
of the whole people were poured into 
his ear. But God, inspired him, al- 
though a£ feeble man, to keep up their 
spirits, and to sustain the work that 
was entrusted to him until the arrival 
of the President next season. 

In three years — 1S50, the idea of 
a man issuing ia lions to his family to 
keep them from starving had passed 
away ; but the grasshopper war of 
185*5 inflicted upon us so great a 
scarcity, that issuing rations had to 
be resorted to again. Through all 
these circumstances no one was per- 
mitted to sutler, though all had to be 
pinched. I shall not attempt to give 
a detailed account of all the circum- 
stances connected with our position 
in those trying times. But when our 
brethren arrive here by railroad and 
see a country smiling with plenty, I 
think they can hardly appreciate how 
it looked when we came. 

When I first sat down on this 
ground, in 184? 7, 1 was dressed in 
buckskin, having torn most of my 


clothes to pieces. I had rawhide 
snles on my feet, and had a piece of 
hard bread and a piece of dried antelope 
meat to eat. I lay down, took my 
pistol in my hand, and held on to my 
horse by a lariet while eating my 
meat and biscuit, for fear the Indians 
might take a notion to my hair, of 
which I was always very choice. I 
took that meal near where our City 
Hall now stands. There has been 
quite an improvement since then. 

The first year of our settlement 
here the crops were greatly injured 
by crickets, and many of the people 
gave up all hope, and it seemed as if 
actual starvation was inevitable for 
the whole colony. God sent gulls 
from the Lake, and they came and 
devoured the crickets. It seemed as 
if they were heavenly messengers 
sent to stay the famine. They would 
cat until they were filled, and would 
then disgorge; and so they continued 
eating and vomiting until the fields 
were cleared, and the colony saved : 
Praise the Lord ! During the time 
of scarcity, when there was a short 
allowance of bread, the people were 
j remarkably healthy, more so than 
they were afterwards when food be- 
came more plentiful. 

In 1847 it was the counsel for 
every person leaving the Missouri 
river to be provided with three hun- 
dred and sixty- five pounds of bread 
stuff; many, however, came with less. 
The next season they were to bring 
three hundred pounds, the season 
after two hundred and fifty pounds; 
but in 1850 the people came with 
just enough to serve them during 
their journey across the Plains. In 
18 -AO, President Young founded the 
P. E. Fund. We had covenanted 
while in Conference in the Temple at 
Nauvoo, that we would never quit 
our exertions to the extent of our 
influence and property, until every 
man, woman and child of the Latter- 
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day Saints who wanted to come to 
the mountains had been gathered, In 
1849, notwithstanding all our poverty, 
a large sum in gold was contributed 
by the brethren for emigration pur- 
poses?, and Bishop Edwnrd Hunter 
went hack and commenced the work. 
We al*o recommenced the work of 
missions, which for a short time had 
been partially suspended. Missiona- 
ries were sent to Denmark, Sweden, 
Norway, Prance, Italy f Switzerland, 
Germany, and the islands of the 
Pacific. * 

The first commercial house esta- 
blished here by strangers was Living- 
ston and Kinkead's. Mr. Livingston 
had about eight thousand dollars, 
which was all the money the firm had 
to invest. Kinkead was taken in as 
a partner, and they obtained credit 
in the east for twenty thousand dol- 
lars* worth of goods, freighted them 
here and opened their store. They 
reported to their creditors that on 
the first day of opening they received 
ten thousand dollars in gold. They 
remained here until they made them- 
selves fortunes, and carried gal d from 
this Territory, perhaps to the amount 
of millions, and established them- 
selves elsewhere. They were an 
honorable business house, but I have 
often reflected upon the bad policy 
that we, as servanis of God, adopted 
at that time in sustaining strangers, 
if the ten thousand dollars which 
were paid into that house the first 
day, had been handled by some of our 
experienced merchants in a co-opera- 
tive institution, it would have been 
just as easy to have furnished our 
own merchandize as to have bought 
their's. Bishop N. K. Whitney, who 
was then living, or Bishop Woolley, 
and numbers of others were well 
acquainted with mercantile business; 
but they had been robbed of all they 
had, and had no capital. It only 
wanted unity and willingness on the 


part of the people to sustain their 
brethren in their business relations, 
to have laid the foundation to supply 
all that was ov*.t supplied by Living- 
ston and Kinkead. 

I would like every one to inquire 
for himself — V- hat would have been 
the result if, instead of sustain ins 
Livingston and Kinkead and other 
merchants, our people had sustained 
Latter-day Saints ? The result would 
have been, that large sums of money 
would have remained here and been 
used for building up the country; 
and when a dark cloud had lowered 
over us, our brethren with this means 
in their possession would have been 
on hand to aid the Saints in defend- 
ing and preserving their lives and 
liberties; while, as it was, the influ- 
ence of the men we had enriched 
was turned against us, they believing 
they could make more money out of 
the Government, and get rich quicker 
through war, than they could by 
continuing their honest, legitimate 
business with the people here. This 
firm is but one; several other firms 
might be mentioned who pursued a 
similar course. 

As soon as it was known in Chris* 
tendom that the Latter-day Saints 
were not dead, but that they were 
alive and flourishing, and were gath- 
ering their people to the mountains at 
the rate of from two to five thousand 
a year, and that they had succeeded 
in reclaiming the desert, and in ma* 
kh-g graiu and grass grow where 
nothing would grow before, it seemed 
as though all hell was aroused again. 
Federal officers were sent here, and 
they thought it policy to join in the 
general line and cry, or at least some 
of them; there were a few honorable 
exceptions. But the majority qt them 
raised a hue and cry against us, and 
it was thought so much of, that one 
of the rotten planks in the platform 
of the great rising party w hich con- 
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tested the elevation of James Bu- 
chanan to the Presidency, was the 
destruction of polygamy, This 
brought to our country immense 
armies, more men being concerned in 
the matter than in some of the prin* 
cipal battles of the revolution, or even 
in the war of 1812, Some six thou- 
sand regulars were marched in this 
direction, while teamsters and bangers 
on increased this number to about 
seventeen thousand. There were 
also several thousand freight wagons, 
and everything on the face of the 
earth, seemingly, that could be done 
to hurl into this country destruction 
and vengeance, was done. But God 
m v^i ruled i(. When they got here 
they found that they really had been 
deceived. They went and established 
themselves at Camp Floyd, and spent 
their time in destroying arms and 
ammunition, and breaking up the 
property of the United States, until 
forty million dollars, the reported 
cost of the expedition, had been 
wasted. The armies then scattered 
to the four winds of the heaven. This 
expenditure of the Government money 
laid the foundation of these outside 
mercantile establishments which have 
been nursed by us to so great an ex- 
tent from that time to this. 

It has been believed that great 
benefit, financ'ally, accrued to the 
Saints through this expedition ; but 
I think that as a whole it has been ft 
hindrance to our real progress. Very 
little of the money came into the 
hands of the Saints, but some mer- 
chandize at high prices, which might 
have been a temporary convenience, 
J i Lit it caused our people to relax 
their energies in producing from the 
elements what they needed, such as 
flax, cotton and wool ; and also turned 
their attention from the manufacture 
of iron. The burning of wagons, the 
bursting of shell, and the destruction 
of arms, furnished much of the latter 


at comparati vely nominal prices ; hence 
a present benefit worked u permanent 
injury. The speculators who made 
vast fortunes at the expense of the 
nation soon squandered then), and part 
of this army, and even its commander, 
and many of the officers, were soon 
found arrayed against the flag of our 
country, and taking an active part in 
the terrible war between the North 
and South, the results of which are 
being so severely felt at the present 
time* .« , ' 

Scandalous sheets have been issued 
here for years, and, as far as possible, 
sent to all parts of the world, filled 
with lies, defamation and abuse, and 
every t hi rig that would tend to rouse 
the indignation of the Christian world 
against us, and to get up an excuse 
fur our annihilation. These sheets 
have been sustained by men in the 
mercantile business whom we have 
sustained by our trade, and conse- 
quently have been supported indi- 
rectly by uur money. I have been 
horrified at such a use of our means, 
and have felt that it was our duiv, ns 
Saints, to stop supporting these sland- 
ers, lest, perad venture, should they 
continue until they produced the de- 
signed effect, our blood should be 
upon our own heads. 

What did we cross the Plains for ? 
To get where we could enjoy pence 
and religious liberty. Why did we 
drag hand-carts across the Plains? 
That we might have the privilege of 
dwelling and associating with Saints, 
and not build up a hostile influence 
in our midst, and place wealth in the 
hands of our enemies, who use it to 
spread abroad defamation and false- 
hood, and to light a flame that will 
again have the direct result, unless 
overruled by the almighty power of 
God, of bringing upon the Latter- 
day Saints here the same sorrow, 
distress and desolation that have fol- 
lowed them elsewhere* For my part 
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I do not fellowship Latter-day Saints j 
who thus use their money, I advise 
the Saints to form co-operative socio 
ties and associations all over the 
Territory, and to import everything 
they need that they cannot manufac- 
ture, and not to pay their money to 
men who use it to buy bayonets to 
slay them with, and to stir up the 
indignation of our fellow-men against 
us. Our outside friends should feel 
contented with the privilege of pay- 
ing us the money for the products of 
our labor, and we should exact it at j 
their hands, as a due reward for our 
exertions in producing the necessaries 
of life in this desert. 

Some may say, * We are afraid | 
the brethren are making money too 
fast," or, " We do not like to trade ! 
with them, they charge us too high," I 
Suppose they do, you need not buy 
of them ; but do not go and buy ot 


men who would use * that money to 
cut your throats, or to publish lies 
about yon, and endeavor to induce 
all men to come here and dispossess 
you of your homes. Do not be so 
mad as that. " Well," says one, " I 
really want some little article that I 
cannot buy elsewhere." Man's wants 
are very numerous, but his necessi- 
ties are really very few, and we 
shou'd abridge our wants, and go to 
work and manufacture everything we 
can within ourselves; and what wu 
cannot manufacture we can import, 
and save ourselves the 40, 120, 400, 
or 1000 per cent, that we are now- 
paying for our merchandize, and so 
stop building up those who are laying 
a foundation, openly and above 
board, for our destruction* And 
furthermore, cease to fellowship every 
man that will not build up Zion. 
Amen, 
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THE LATTER-DAY KINGDOM OF GOD — DIVINE AUTHENTICITY OF THE BOOK 

OF MORMON — EXTERNAL TESTIMONY, 


It has fallen to my lot to speak to 
the congregation this afternoon, and 
I humbly hope and trust that, through 
your faith and prayers, I may Jje 
assisted by the Comforter, the Holy 
Ghost, in speaking to your edification; 
and I ask ray Heavenly Father, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, that He 
will pour out upon me that Spirit 


which giveth utterance and enlight- 
eueth the understanding, that I may 
be able to edify all who hear me. 

Forty years have passed away since 
the Church was organized. We held 
Conference here on Wednesday last, 
in commemoration of that eventful 
period in the history of our race, for 
it is a period that we consider very 
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eventful in our history and in the 
history of the world; and we have 
no doubt in our own minds that the 
Lord looks upon it in the same light, 
for He is interested more than any 
other person possibly can be in the 
salvation of the human family. And 
as He has set times in His own mind 
for the performance of His own pur- 
poses, He no doubt chose the 6th day 
of April, 1830, as the set time for the 
organization, or the beginning of an 
i t puiization or kingdom that should 
have no end. 

All the governments which have 
hitherto had a place on our earth, 
excepting those now in existence, 
have had an end. Human govern- 
ments have been very changeable in 
their nature. The Lord has raised 
up a nation here and a nation there, 
a kingdom here and a kingdom there, 
and He has suffered them to live and 
flourish for a few centuries, and some, 
perhaps, even for one or two thousand 
years; then He has caused them to 
pass away* Bat He spoke to His 
ancient servant, who is called Daniel, 
whose prophecy is written in this 
book (the Bible), and said that in the 
latter days He would set up a govern- 
ment or kingdom which should have 
no end. This government will differ 
from all preceding governments set 
up from the Creation down to the 
period of its establishment. Daniel 
says it shall become universal arid 
shall cover the whole earth. He calls 
the citizens of that government Saints. 
He beheld that the stone cut out of 
the mountain without hands should 
roll forth and become a great moun- 
tain and fill the whole earth, and that 
all earthly governments, kingdoms 
and empires should become like the 
chaff of the summer threshing floor, 
and no place should be found for 
them ; while the stone that was cat 
out of the mountains should have do- 
minion over the whole earth, ard 


the Saints of the Most High should 
have dominion under the whole hea- 
ven. 

Now there will have to be a be- 
ginning to that work. The Lord 
will not make such a wonderful revo- 
lution as the one I have named, all in 
one day, or in one year. Jesus made 
his appearance on the earth in the 
meridian of time, and he established 
his kingdom on the- earth. But to 
tul fill ancient prophecies the Lord 
suffered that kingdom to be uprooted ; 
in other words, the kingdoms of this 
world made war against the kingdom 
of God, established eighteen conturies 
ago, and they prevailed against it, 
and the kingdom ceased to exist. 
The great beast that John saw made 
war with it and prevailed against it, 
and human institutions, without pro- 
phets or inspired men, usurped the 
place of the ancient kingdom of God. 
But God has promised that the latter- 
day kingdom shall stand for ever. 
Though the heavens and earth be 
wrapped together as a scroll and pass 
away, yet the kingdom that was to 
he set up in the latter days will have 
no end, but will prevail among all 
people under the heavens and will 
have dominion for one thousand years. 
After that, when the earth passes 
nway, the kingdom will be caught 
up; it will not perish, be annihilated 
or overcome, but be caught up into 
the heavens while the earth is under- 
going its last change; and when the 
Lord shall resurrect the earth, the 
samo as He will our bodies, and 
make it a new earth, wherein shall 
dwell righteousness, He will then 
bring down out of Heaven to the 
new earth this latter-day kingdom, 
with all the former kingdoms that 
He has built up in other dispensa- 
tions, and they will stand for ever, 
for the new earth will never pass 
away. 

The destiny of all governments 
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established by human wisdom is to 
pass a way. The great nation of the 
United States, one of the best govern- 
ments ever organized by human au- 
tbority on the earth, so far as our 
knowledge goes, must pass away in 
many of its features. The only way 
for safety to the people of the govern- 
ment of the United .States is to re- 
pent of their sins, turn away from all 
their iniquities, receive the Gospel of 
the San of God and become citizens 
of that kingdom which is to endure 
for ever; then all the great and glo- 
rious principles incorporated in this 
great republic will be incorporated in 
the kingdom of God and be preserved. 
I mean the principles uf civil and re- 
ligious liberty, especially, and all 
other good principles that are con- 
tained in that great instrument framed 
by our forefathers will be incorporated 
in the kingdom of God ; and only in 
this manner can all that is good in 
this and in foreign governments be 
preserved. 

The time will shortly come when 
thrones will be cast down and em- 
pires will fill; and all republics and 
empires will eventually fall and be- 
come like the dream of a night 
vision — they will vanish away ; but 
the kingdom of God will grow, 
flourish, spread abroad and become 
stronger and more powerful, until its 
King: shall come in the clouds of 
Heaven, crowned in all the glory and 
power of his Father, bringing the 
celestial hosts with him, to sit upon 
his throne in Jerusalem and also in 
Zion, to reign over his people hero on 
the earth for the space of a thousand 
years, before the destruction of the 
earth. 

This is what we believe ; and it is 
the sincere belief and faith of the 
Latter-day Saints that we are in that 
kingdom. It is true .that our King 
is now absent : be is in the heavens. 
But we expect him again; we look 
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for him and he will cornc in his own 
due time. The day when he will 
come he hns not revealed to any of 
the inhabitants of the earth, neither 
will he do so, for the Lord has told 
us in a certain revelation, recorded in 
the Doctrine and Covenants, that no 
one should have it revealed to them ; 
but this much God has revealed— 
that this kingdom which He has or- 
ganised on the earth has been orga- 
nized preparatory to the day of the 
I coming of our Lord from the heavens* 
Hence in organizing this kingdom He 
has restored ail the essential charac- 
teristics of His kingdom in its em- 
bryo, or its beginning: such as in- 
spired men, inspired prophets, inspired 
leaders, called by revelation to act ia 
different positions. 

Now tn ere is something very pe- 
culiar indeed in setting up the king- 
dom of God in regard to the time. 
I told you in the commencement of 
my remarks that the Lord generally 
had set times to accomplish His pur- 
poses. It can be reasonably inferred, 
according to the revelations that we 
have in the Book of Mormon, that 
God organized His kingdoms, precisely 
to a day, 1 800 years after the cruci- 
fixion- Of course we do not learn 
this directly from the Book of Mor. 
raon; but we learn enough there of 
data on which to found a calculation. 
We learn not only from this book, 
but also *from the antiquities of tho 
Jews, from the New Testament, from 
historians and from some of the 
Mosaic rites that Jesus was crucified 
about the time of tho Passover, and 
that happened some time after the 
vernal equinox ; and that 1>38 yews 
had passed from the time of the birth 
of our Savior before the organization 
of this latter-day kingdom. 
* The way we come at this is by the 
account given in the Book of Mormon. 
We find that the ancient Israelites on 
this continent had a sign given of the 
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exact time of the crucifixion and a 
revelation of the exact time of the 
Savior s birth, and according to their 
reckoning, they made him thirty- 
three years and a little over three 
days old from the time of his birth 
to the time that he huns? upon the 
cross. There is no doubt that jthe 
year of the ancient Israelites, who 
inhabited this continent, differed a 
little in length from our years; for 
they probably reckoned their' s some- 
what after the manner of the Jews, 
at Jerusalem, and the Jews had 
formed their reckoning from the 
Egyptians, among whom they dwelt 
some four hundred years. The Egyp- 
tians reckoned three hundred and 
sixty-five days to the year; but the 
ancient Israelites on this continent, 
according to the records of the early 
Spanish historians, did not consider 
that three hundred and sisty-five 
days made up a full year, and hence 
at the end of every fifty- two years 
they added thirteen days, which is 
equivalent to adding one day every 
four years, the same as we do. If 
such were the reckoning of the ancient 
Xephites, then thirty-three years and 
three days of their time had passed 
away between the time of the Sa- 
vior's birth and crucifixion. IS'ow 
these thirty-three yeais and three 
days would, according to our reckon- 
ing, lack five days of thirty- three 
years. When we come to trace back 
all these authorities, we find that this 
very day, on which I am speaking, 
would be the close of the year, and 
that to-morrow, the 11th day of 
April, would be the anniversary of 
the very clay on which Jesufl was 
born; and the 6th day of April the 
very day on which he was crucified 
precisely eighteen hundred years 
prior to the organization of this 
Church. 

I have made mention of this, not 
bringing all the evidences and proofs 


tint might be advanced, but merely 
to show, in a very brief manner, that 
God has a set time to perform and 
accomplish His work, and that the 
commencement of the organization 
of His kingdom took place eighteen 
centuries after the time that the 
Savior groaned and suffered on tho 
cross. r * 1 * 1 ' : 

There are a great many, of course, 
in the world, who disbelieve this re- 
cord which is received as divine by 
the Latter-day Saints. A great many 
do not believe that the Book of Mor- 
mon is trne, and the reason they do 
not believe it is because they never 
have examined the evidences- I con- 
sider that there are some evidences, 
that never have been sufficiently put 
forth before the public, to prove the 
divine authenticity of the Book of 
Mormon, quite as strong os those 
which have been adduced. We have 
often referred to the Old Testament 
to prove that a work of this nature 
was to come forth in the latter days. 
The ancient prophets have spoken of 
it in many places, sometimes under 
the term of a book. Speaking of the 
manner in which it should be trans- 
lated, you will find it referred to in 
the twenty -ninth chapter of Isaiah. 
It is referred to in other places as 
sticks, written upon, one for Jmluh 
:md one for Joseph, that should be 
united together by the power of tho 
Lord in the latter days preparatory 
to His coming. In other places it is 
referred to as truth which, in the 
latter days, should come out of tho 
ground, and that, at the same time, 
righteousness should come down out 
of Heaven, and that this should be a 
preparatory work for the salvation of 
Israel and for the coming of the 
Lord. l - * >^t. -.A 

But we will pass over all these 
Scriptural evidences, and name one 
which, perhaps, our Elders themselves 
have not dwelt upon to any very 


128 


JOUBNAL OF DISCOURSES* 


great extent to prove the divine 
authenticity of the Book of Mormon. 

This book, the Book of Mormon, 
informs us that the time of day at 
which Jesus was crucified, I mean 
the time of day here in America, 
was in the morning; the New Testa- 
ment tells us that Jesus was crucified 
in Asia in the afternoon, between the 
sixth and ninth hour according to 
the Jews' reckoning. They com- 
menced their reckoning at six o'clock 
in the morning, and consequently the 
sixth hour would be twelve o'clock at 
noon, and the ninth hour three o'clock 
in the afternoon. Jesus, from the 
sixth to the ninth hour, in other 
words from twelve o'clock to three, 
was hanging on the cross. Xow the 
Book of Mormon, or the historians 
whose records it contains, when re- 
lating the incidents that transpired 
at the time of the crucifixion — the 
darkness that was spread over the 
face of the land, the earthquakes, the 
rending of rocks, the sinking of cities 
and the whirlwinds — say these events 
occurred in the morning; they also 
say that darkness was spread over 
the face of the land for the space of 
three days* In Jerusalem it was only 
three hours. But the Lord gave 
them a special sign in this country, 
and the darkness lasted three days, 
and at the expiration of three days 
and three nights of darkness, it 
cleared off, and it was in the morning. 
That shows that, according to the 
time in this country, the crucifixion 
must have taken place in the morning. 

Says one, "Is not this a contra- 
diction between the Book of Mormon 
and the New Testament?" To an 
unlearned person it would really be a 
contradiction, for the four Evange- 
lists place it from twelve to three in 
the afternoon, while the Book of 
Mormon says in the morning. An 
unlearned person, seeing this dis- 
ci epancy, would say, of course, that 


both books cannot be true* If the 
Book of Mormon be true the Bible 
cannot be; and if the Bible be true 
the Book of Mormon cannot be. 

I do not know that anybody ever 
brought up this objection, for 1 du 
not think they ever thought of it. I 
do not think that the Prophet Joseph, 
who translated the book, ever thought 
of this apparent discrepancy. " But/' 
says one, li how do you account for it 
being in the morning in America and 
in the afternoon in Jerusalem 
Simply by the difference in longitude. 
This would make a difference of time 
of several hcurs; for when it would 
be twelve at noon in Jerusalem it 
would only be half-past four in the 
morning in the north-west part of 
South America, where the Book of 
Mormon was then being written. 
Seven and a half hours difference in 
longitude would account for this ap- 
parent discrepancy ; and if the Book 
of Mormon had said the crucifixion 
took phice in the afternoon we should 
have known at once that it could not 
be true* This is incidental proof to 
learned or scientific men that they 
cannot very well reason away, and 
especially when the instrument who 
brought forth the Book of Mormon 
is considered. It must be remem- 
bered that he was but a youth, and 
uulearned; and, when he translated 
this work, I presume that he was 
unaware that there was any difference 
in the time of day, according to the 
longitude, in different parts of the 
earth, I do not suppose that Joseph 
ever thought about it to the day of 
his death. I never heard him or 
any other person bring forth this as 
confirmatory evidence of the divine 
authenticity of the Book of Mormon ; 
I never thought of it myself until 
years after Joseph's death ; but when 
I did reflect upon it, I could see the 
reason why the Lord, through His 
servants, has said in the Book of 
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Mormon, that the crucifixion took 
plane in the morning. 

But we will pass over this and 
will say a few words in regard to the 
object of this great work. The L >rd 
has brought forth the Book of Mor- 
mon in orler that all the nations, 
kindreds, tongues and peoples on tin* 
face of the earth mav be warned of 
the great events which are about to 
take place. This book contains pro- 
phecies winch affect every nation 
under Heaven, prophecies that will 
be fulfilled on 1 Ik ir heads. Can we 
read the future of this great American 
nation — a r great republic? Yes, we 
can JeHrn a great many features within 
its pages concerning this nation and 
government that we never should 
have learned without its aid or tli« i 
spirit of revelation. From it we 
learn that two great and powerful 
nations formerly dwelt on this conti- 
nent. One nation, or rather the co- 
lony w ich founded it, c tme from 
the Tower of Babel soon afur the 
days of the Flood, They colonized 
what we call North America, landing 
on the western coast, a little south 
of the Gulf of California, in the 
south- western part of this north wing 
of our continent They flourished 
some sixteen hundred years. When 
they tirst colonized this continent 
from the Tower of Babel, the Lord 
told them it thev* would not serve 
Him faithfully, but became ripe in 
iniquity, they should be cut olf from 
the face of the land. That was ful- 
filled about six hundred years before 
Christ, when they were entirely 
swept off*, and in their stead the Lid 
brought a remnant of Israel, a few ! 
families, not the ten tribes, but a I 
small portion of the tribe of Joseph, 
He brought them from Jerusalem 
first down to the Red S^a, They 
travelled along the eastern borders of 
the Red Sea for many days, and then 
bore off hi an eastern direction which • 
No. 9. 


brought them to the Arabian Gulf. 
There they were commanded of the 
Lord to build a ves>eh They went 
aboard of this vessel and were brought 
by the special providence of God 
across the great Indian and Pacific 
Oceans, and landed on the western 
coast of South America* This was 
about five hundred and eighty years 
1 efore the coming of Christ, Eleven 
years after the Lord brought this 
first colony of Israelites from Jerusa- 
lem, He brought another small co- 
lony, headed by one of the sons of 
Zedekiah, a desrend nit of King 
David. They left Jerusalem the 
same year that the Jews were car- 
ried away captive into Babylon, were 
brought forth to this continent and 
landed somewhere north of the Isth- 
mus. They wended their way into 
the northern part of South America. 
About four hundred years after this 
the two colonies amalgamated in the 
northern part of South America and 
they became one naiion. 

The first colony .brought with them 
the Jewish Scriptures, on plates of 
brass, containing an account of the 
Creation and the? history ot their na- 
tion down to eleven years before the 
Captivity, or six hundred years be- 
fore Christ, These brass plates were 
kept among them during the period 
of their righteousness, and were pre- 
served by t he hand ot the Lo d. The 
second colony that came from Jeru- 
salem came without tiie Scriptures, 
and having no copy of the sacred 
writings they soon fell into wicked- 
ness. In four hundred years time 
they disbelieved in the being of a 
God, but uniting with the other 
branch of Israelites they were con- 
verted. Their language hud become 
much corrupted, but through their 
conversion their language was restored 
in a partial measure by means of tho 
records which were pojsses.se 1 by the 

other colony. 

Vol. XIII. 
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About forty-five years before Christ 
a very large colony of five thousand 
four hundred men, with wives and 
children, united themselves together 
in the northern part of South Ame- 
rica, and came forth by land into 
North America, and travelled an ex- 
ceedingly great distance until they 
came to large bodies of water and 
many rivers, very probably in the 
great Mississippi Valley. In the 
next ten years numerous other colo- 
nies came forth and spread themselves 
on the northern portion of the 
continent and became exceedingly 
numerous. 

You may inquire, " Did all these 
diffei en t colon ies have the Script ures?" 
Yes. u How did they gel them ?" 
They had a great many scribes in 
their midst. The Book of Mormon 
irforms us that they had not only 
the Scriptures which they brought 
from Jerusalem, but those given by 
the living prophets among them ; and 
that a great many copies wete written 
and sent forth into all of these colo- 
nies, so that the people in all their 
colonies were well acquainted with 
the law of Moses and with the pro- 
phecies of her prophets in relation to 
the first conrng of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

" But," some may inquire, " have 
yon any external evidence to prove 
what y uu are now saying ?'* I think 
we have. Thirty years after the 
Book of Mormon was put in print, 
giving the history of the settlement 
of tins country, one of the great 
mounds south of the great lakes near 
Newark, in Ohio, was opened. What 
was found in it ? A great many cu- 
riosities, srnong which were some 
copper pieces, supposed to be money. 
After digging down many feet, and 
carrying off many thousand loads of 
stone, they at length found a coffin 
in the midst of a hard kind of fire 
clay. Underneath this they found a 


large stone that appeared to be hot 
low j something seemed to rattle in- 
side of it The stone was cemented 
together in the middle, but with some 
little exertion they broke it open, 
when another stone was found inside 
of it, of a different nature entirely 
from its covering. On the stone 
taken from the inside was carved the 
figure of a man with a priestly robe 
flowing from his shoulders; and over 
the head of this man were the He- 
brew characters for Moshe, the ancient 
name of Moses; while on each side 
of this likeness, and on different sides 
of the stone, above, beneath, and 
around about were the Ten Command- 
ments that were received on Mount 
Sinai, written in the ancient Hebrew 
characters. Now recollect that the 
Book of Mormon had been in print 
thirty years before this discovery. 
And what does this discovery prove ? 
It proves that the builders of these 
mounds, south of the great lakes in 
the great Mississippi Valley in Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, New York, eta, 
must have understood the Hebrew 
characters; and not only that, but 
they must also have understood the 
law of Moses. Otherwise how hap- 
pened it that they should write on 
this stone the Ten Commandments 
almost verbatim as they are now con- 
tained in King James' translation of 
the Bible. It proves that the build- 
ers of these mounds were Israelites, 
and that their illustrious dead, buried 
in these mounds, had these command- 
ments buried with them, in accord- 
ance with the custom of many of the 
ancient nations, especially the Egyp- 
tians, who were in the habit of con- 
signing their written sacred papyrus 
to their great tombs* In Egypt many 
of these ancient manuscripts have 
been exhumed and, in many instances,, 
pretended to be translated. So the 
Israelites followed the customs of 
these Eastern nations, and buried. 


that which they considered most 
sacred, namely, the Ten Command- 
ments, thundered by the voice of the 
Almighty in the midst of fteming 
fire on Mount Sinai in the ears of all 
the congregation of Israel. 

I have seen that sacred stone. It 
is not a hatched up story, I heard 
tell of it as being in the Antiquarian 
Society, or rather, as it is now called, 
the Ethnological Society, in the City 
of New York I went to the Secre- 
tary of that Society, and he kindly 
showed me this stone, of which I 
have been speaking, and being ac- 
quainted with modern Hebrew, I 
conld form some kind of an estimate 
of the ancient Hebrew, for some of 
the modern Hebrew characters do 
not vary much in form from the an- 
cient Hebrew; At any rate we have 
enough of ancient Hebrew, that has 
been dug up in Palestine and taken 
from among the ruins of the Israelites 
cast of the Mediterranean Sea, to 
form some kind of an estimate of the 
characters that were in use among 
them; and having these characters 
and comparing them, I could see and 
understand the nature of the writing 
.ipon these records. They were also 
taken to the most learned men of our 
country, who, as soon as tliey looked 
at them, were able to pronounce them 
to be not only ancient Hebrew, but 
they were also able to translate them 
and pronounced them to be the Ten 
Commandments. This, then, is ex* 
ternal proof, independent of the 
Scriptural proofs to which I have 
alluded, in testimony of the divine 
authenticity of the Book of Mormon, 

Now, oo r modern Hebrew has 
many points; it has also many addi- 
tional characters not found in the 
ancient Hebrew. These additional 
characters have been made since these 
colonies left Jerusalem. Do you find 
on these ancient writings any of these 
modern characters that have been 


introduced during the last two thou- 
sand four hundred years? Not one. 
Do you find any Hebrew points re* 
presenting vowels? Not one; and 
all the new consonants that have been 
introduced during the last two thou- 
sand four hundred years were not 
found upon this stone to which I 
have referred, showing plainly that 
it must have been of very ancient 
date. 

Five years after the discovery of 
this remarkable memento of the an- 
cient Israelites on the American con- 
tinent, and thirty- five years after the 
Book of Mormon was in print, several 
other mounds in the same vicinity 
of Newark were opened, in several 
of which Hebrew characters were 
found. Among them was this beau- 
tiful expression, buried with one of 
their ancient dead, "May the Lord 
have mercy on me a Nephite." It 
was translated a little different — 
"NepheL" Now we well know that 
Nephi, who camo oat of Jerusalem 
six hundred years before Christ, was 
the leader of the first Jewish colony 
across to this land, and the people, 
ever afterwards, were called " Ne- 
phi tes," after their inspired prophet 
and leader. Tha Nephites were a 
righteous people and had many pro- 
phets among them; and when they 
were burying one ot their brethren in 
these ancient mounds, they intro- 
duced the Hebrew characters signify- 
ing " May the Lord have mercy on 
me a Nephi te." This is another 
direct evidence of the divine authen- 
ticity of the Book of Mormon, which 
was brought forth and translated by 
inspiration some thirty -five years be- 
fore this inscription was found. 

But 1 said 1 would tell you some of 
the objects that the Lord had in view 
in bringing forth this sacred record. 
It is in order to prepare the people 
for the day of His coming, in order 
to establish the true Church and 
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kingdom of God upon the earth, with 
all its ordinances, gifts, powers and 
blessings, that the people might have 
the old, ancient religion, even the 
fulness of the blessings of 'hat Gos- 
pel that was preached eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. 

Another object that the Lord had 
in view was to gather His people out 
from all nations before the coming 
of the great and terrible judgments 
which are pronounced in this ancient 
record of the Nephites. God has 
said, concerning the nation which 
should inherit this land in the latter 
days, when this work should be 
brought forth, it they would not te- 
pent of their sins and hearken to the 
servants of God who should be sent 
forth among them, if they would 
reject this divine record which He 
should bring forth by His power, if 
they would fight against His Church 
and His Ziou, that when they were 
fully ripened in iniquity they should 
be cut off from the face of this land. 
And for this reason He would gather 
out from their midst His people and 
assemble them in one. 

This is all predicted in the Book 
of Mormon* And remember this was 
in print before the organization of 
the Church took place* The Church 
was organized on the 6th of April, 
1890, and consisted of sis members 
only ; but the Book of Mormon was 
in print before that How did Joseph 
Smith, if an impostor, as he is repre- 
sented to be by a gteat many of the 
world, foretell events that have been 
taking place during the past forty 
years? How could he know that 
this book would be received beyond 
his own neighborhood, or ever extend 
beyond the limits of the State of 
New York? How did he know it 
would go beyond the limits of this 
continent and across the ocean and 
spread forth among many nations? 

Well," says one, u he might have 
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j guessed it " Yes, but guesses are very 
uncertain indeed. Many people may 
conjecture, and think that such aud 
such things will be the e;ise; but when 
it comes to enumerating particulars 
in regard to the future, if a man is 
not inspired of God, how liable he is 
to fall into ten thousand errors! 

Now this book predicted, not only 
the spread of this work among this 
people or nation, but also that it 
would go forth to all people, nations 
and tongues under the whole heavens* 
Forty years only have parsed away, 
and how much of this has been ful- 
filled already ! This book has been 
translated into eight different lan- 
guages and spread forth upon the 
islands of the sea — the Sandwich 
Islands, the Society Islands, Austra- 
lia, New Zealand, Hindustan, and 
has gone forth to the nations of Eu- 
rope and has penetrated to almost 
every nation under heaven in the 
course, only, of forty years. 

Has there been nuy gathering, ac- 
cording to the predictions of this 
book? (or it not only predicts tho 
organization and rising up of the 
kingdom of God in the latter days 
when it should go forth, but it also 
speaks of the great gathering U t get ! ier 
of His people. Has this been ful- 
filled? What do I now see before 
me ? Several thousand people listen- 
ing to me in the midst of one of the 
most frightful deserts of the North 
American continent; that is, it warn 
frightful, so much so that Fremont 
and others could not traverse it, with 
any degree of safety, unless a large 

, Company was with them; and even, 
with all the means he had at his 
command, Fremont could not travel 
through these deserts without losing 
a great many of his men. It was a 
parched up, dry and sterile country, 
and it looked as though an agricul- 
tural people never could possess it 
with any degree of advantage* This 
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was the description given by those 
who explored a small portion of this 
country before the Latter-day Saints 
settled it. But what do I now see? 
Not only this large congregation now 
before me, but as I travel to and fro 
in the Territory I see four hundred 
miles of desert reclaimed, and over 
one hundred towns, cities and villages 
incorporated and organized, culti- 
vating the- earth, and numerous flocks 
and herds being raised by peaceable 
settlers. Who are these settlers? 
Those who believe in the divine au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon ; 
those who believe that Joseph Smith 
was a true prophet, and thus have 
fulfilled his predictions. Is it not 
another testimony in favor of the 
divine authenticity of this record 
when we see things transpiring that, 
to all natural appearance, never could 
have transpired? What did our 
enemies say when this book was first 
printed ? " O, it is only destined for 
a year or two ; two years at longest 
will see the end of * Mormon ism . ,w 
By and by, when two years had 
passed away, and they began to see 
that their prophecies were failing, 
they concluded to extend the time 
for ibe extinction of u Mormonism," 
and they would say, " Watch fu T e 
years more, and * Mormonism' will 
have an end/' Why \\ was so incon- 
sistent in their opinion that God 
should again speak from the heavens, 
and have inspired men on the earth; 
that He should restore all thegif«sof 
the ancient Gospel; that He should 
send an angel with the everlasting 
Gospel in fulfillment of the predic- 
tions of John the Revelator and the 
testimony of many of the ancient 
prophets. It was so foreign to their 
minds that any such prophecies should 
be fid tilled in their day, that they 
predicted that this work would have 
an end in five years. That was the 
way the natural man viewed t he matter. 


But God, who can foresee all 
events among the children of men, 
had His eye tired on the gathering 
of His children before the Church 
was organized, and He predicted that 
they should come out of every nation 
under Heaven. Not onlv from the 
settled portions of the Gentile na- 
tion, but they should be brought forth 
out of the midst of that Gentile na- 
tion, just as we have been. 

If you want to learn particularly 
concerning that prophecy, read the 
saying of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the Book ot Mormon, when he 
descended in the northern part of 
South America, soon after his resur- 
rection, and ascension to heaven. 
He descended in the sight of a large 
congregation of two thousand live 
hundred men, women and children, a 
little south of the Isthmus, at a place 
where they had built a temple. After 
making his appeal ance in their midst, 
he taught them many things, and 
showed them the wounds in his hands, 
in his feet and in his side. In his 
instructions on that occasion he com- 
manded them to do away with the 
law of Moses, so far as the ordinances, 
sacrifices and burnt offerings were 
concerned, and he commanded them 
to receive the Gospel which he taught 
them. After lie had done all this, 
he commenced to prophecy to them, 
and his prophecies are in this record; 
and one of them has been fulfilled 
during the last forty years. He said 
lie would bring forth t heir gold plates, 
which they then had in their midst. 
He declared that the Father should 
bring them forth unto the Gentiles 
in the latter clays, The prophecy 
ssiys, " If the (ientiles will not re- 
ceive the fo ness of my Gospel which 
i^hall be contained in that book, be- 
hold, saith the Father, I will bring 
the fulness of my Gospel from among 
them/* These are the words of Jesus, 
as recorded in this book. 
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Has this prophecy been fulfilled r 
How could the Lord have brought 
the Saints from among the inhabi- 
tants of the great nation of Gentiles, 
called the United States, any more 
effectuHlly than He did twenty- three 
years ago when He located us in 
these mountains? Was there any 
other part of this continent on which 
this prophecy could have been so 
effectually fulfilled ? Nowhere, We 
did not come here altogether of our 
own accord, that is, all of us did not ; 
some few did, because they understood 
the mind and will of the Lord in re- 
gard to the gathering of the Saints 
from among the Gentiles; but a great 
many were so attached to their farms 
and homes in the East that they had 
to be driven away before they would 
come. It was not indeed a pleasura- 
ble thing tu any of us, only to those 
who understood the mind and will of 
God in relation to the matter. The 
Lord brought us some twelve hundred 
miles from the settled portions of the 
United States, and planted us in one 
of the most wild and isolated regions 
on the face of the whole continent. 

How completely were the words of 
Jesus fulfilled ! "If the Gentiles in 
that day do not receive the fulness 
of ray Gospel, which shall he trans- 
lated from the Record, behold, saith 
the Father, I will bring my people, 
my Priesthood, my Gospel, and my 
Saints from their midst/' Twenty- 
three years (hat prophecy has been 
fulfilling, and I think it haw been ac- 
complished to the very letter. 

What next has the Lord predicted ? 
He has predicted that if the Gentiles 
do not repent in that day, (l Behold, 
saith the Father, I will sweep tbera 
from the face of the land, as I did 
the nation that I brought from the 
Tower of Babel. So shall they be 
swept ofi from the face of the land, 
when they are fully ripened in 
iniquity/* 


I do not know when this will be 
fulfilled; but we are all the time in 
expectation* The Lord does not 
generally do tilings in a hurry. He 
gives the people plenty of time to 
ripen themselves in iniquity, if they 
will nofc repent It does not take 
some people a very great time to 
ripen, for you know this is a ffcst 
age, and things are done in a great 
hurry now-a-days 5 and when they get 
on the downward course, into all 
manner of wickedness, they seem to 
rtisb with lightning speed into all 
the corruption that can be named. 
What a difference between our fat hers, 
who lived forty years ago, and the 
present generation ! Every one can 
see it The rising generation are 
pr jud, haughty, high-minded, lovers 
of pleasure more than lovers of God ; 
fighting against His people; given 
to whoredom and prostitution and all 
manner of iniquity and abominations; 
guilty of all the nominations named 
by the apostle that should charac- 
terize the false churches of the latter 
d:iys, having a form of godliness but 
denying the power thereof. That is, 
denying the gifts of healing, miracles, 
prophecy, revelation, the ministering 
and discerning of spirits. All these 
things were denied when the Book of 
Mormon came forth. Of course the 
devil saw that it was not policy, with 
all the Scriptures staring them in 
the face, and all the Latter-day Saint 
Elders quoting these Scriptures to 
show the necessity of the gifts, to 
keep thern denying these gifts; hence 
he introduced them under the name 
of Spiritualism. As soon as the 
Book of Mormon came forth, the 
counterfeit then spread like the coun- 
terfeit gifts exercised by the old 
magicians of Egypt. When Moses 
went down with the power and au- 
thority of Heaven, the counterfeit 
sprang up in order to delude the 
EgyptianSj and make them think the 
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power of Moses was the same in 
character as that exercised by the 
magicians. When Moses threw down 
his rod it became a serpent ; the rods 
of the magicians did the same. When 
Moses brought up frogs on the land, 
thev did the same; when he turned 
the rivers of water into blood, they 
did the same ; and thus they deluded 
the Egyptian nation, and made them 
believe that if the power of Moses 
was superior to theirs, it was only 
because he had learned the magic art 
more thoroughly than they had. 

Well, it seems as if the Lord our 
God is giving the nation a pretty 
thorough warning. He told this 
nation by revelation, twenty-eight 
years before it commenced, of the 
great American war. He told all 
about how the Southern States should 
be divided against the Northern 
States, and that in the course of the 
war many souls should be cut off 
This has been fulfilled. 

I went forth before my beard was 
gray, before my hair began to turn 
white, when I was a youth of nine- 
teen, now I am fifty-eight, and from 
that time on I published these tidings 
among the inhabitants of the earth. 
I carried forth the written revelation, i 
foretelling this great contest, some 
twenty -eight years before the war 
commenced. This prophecy has been 
printed and circulated extensively in 
this and other nations and languages. 
It pointed out the place where it 
should commence in South Carolina. 
That which I declared over the New 1 
England States, New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, and many other parts 
in the East, when but a boy, came to 
pass twenty-eight years after the 
revelation was given. 

When they were talking about a 
war commencing down here in Kan- 
sas, I told them that was not the 
place; I also told them that the 
revelation had designated South 


Carolina, "and," said I, "you have 
no need to think that the Kansas 
war is going to be the war that is to 
be so terribly destructive in its 
character and nature. No, it must 
commence at the place the Lord has 
designated by revelation." 

What did they have to say to me? 
They thought it was a Mormon hum- 
bug, and laughed me to scorn, and 
they looked upon that revelation as 
they do upon all others that God has 
given in these latter days — as with- 
out divine authority. But behold 
and lo! in process of time it came 
to pass, again establishing the divinity 
of this work, and giving another 
proof that God is in this work, and 
is performing that which He spoke 
by the mouths of the ancient pro- 
phets, as recorded in the Book of 
Mormon before any Church of Latter- 
day Saints was in existence. 

This same book says, " In that day 
the blood of the Saints shall cry 
from the ground for vengeance on 
the heads of the wicked." What! 
in a free and enlightened nation and 
government like the United States, 
which holds forth, in the first amend- 
ment to the Constitution, liberty, 
and freedom of conscience ! A Con- 
stitution that protects religious socie- 
ties in their belief! A Constitution 
that guarantees to all the right of 
having whatever kind of religion 
they choose! A Constitution that 
guarantees liberty of the press, and 
liberty to all to serve God according 
to the dictates of their own consci- 
ences ! Can it be that such a pro- 
phecy will be fulfilled in the midst 
of such an enlightened nation ? The 
Book of Mormon declared it, and 
that, too, before the existence of the 
Latter-day Saints' Church. It has 
been printed and sent to all the world, 
that in that day, when that book 
should come forth, the blood of the 
Saints should cry to the Lord from 
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the ground of these United States 
for vengeance upon the heads of their 
perseeu tors and murderers. Has th is 
been ful tilled ? In the history f 
this people and Church during the 
last forty years I re id concerning 1 our 
drivings from Jackson county, Mis- 
souri; from Kirtland, Ohio; of our 
drivings from Clay county, Missouri, 
and horn Caldwell county to Bay, 
and out of many counties in the 
western part of Missouri into Illinois. 

The word concerning the driving 
of the people from Illinois, westward 
to the Rocky Mountains, in the article 
of*the treaty got up by the moboeraLs, 
was that " we must not stop short 
of the R >eky Mountains, but that we 
must go fc>eyond them." Were any 
lives lost in those terrible persecu- 
tions, or was it merely property 
takeu away from the Saints, without 
paying them a cent, in the shape of 
thousands of acres of land which 
they had paid the Government for, 
and comfortable houses? If it had 
been only our houses and lands it 
would have been bad enough; but 
lives were taken — innocent men, 
women and children were shot down. 
I might, go on and relate some of 
the circumstaucis, but 1 dislike to 
dwell on the subject; it is apt to 
kindle np old nature in one's heart, 
therefore I will leave that topic. 
Suffice it to say that the blood of 
hundreds, and I might almost say 
thousands, will be required at the 
hands of this nation unless the people 
repent. 

Where is our prophet who trans- 
lated this book, that noble youth 
whom God raised up when only be- 
tween fiurti ten and fifteen years of 
age ? Wheie is that noble boy to 
whom God sent His angel, and to 
whom He gave the Urim and Thum- 
mim, mi id to whom He entrusted the 
original golden plates from which 
this book was translated ? He fell a 


martyr to his religion under this free 
Government of the United States* 
Where is the Patriarch of our Church, 
the brother of our Prophet? He, 
too, was shot down at the same time. 
By whom ? By people who were 
painted black for the occasion, and 
who boasted of their bloculy deeds in 
Hancock county, Illinois. Some of 
them are still alive in that county, 
and to this day boast of their bloody 
deeds in persecuting the Latter-day 
Saints, 

Many scores of our people were 
wasted away, and their blood soaks 
the soil of this gio.st government, 
crying aloud to the heavens for venge- 
ance on those who shed the blood of 
the martyrs, and who persecuted 
God's people and went them forth, 
as they supposed, to perish In the 
heart of the Great American Desert. 

Nut only will they who committed 
th ese deeds be brought to judgment, 
but those also who stood back behind 
the screen and said, ta How glad I am, 
Joe Smith is now dead, the Mormon 
Patriarch Hyrum Smith is shot down, , 
it ud we have killed many of their fol- 
lowers, men, women and .children. 
They have been driven five times 
from their locations and settlements 
and been robbed of millions ot dollars' 
worth of property and we arc enjoy- 
ing it, and it is all right. Joe Smith 
ought to have been killed before, long 
ago/* 

This seemed to be the feeling of a 
great many people in the American 
natiun. They sanctioned the shedding 
of innocent blood, if they did not 
actually shed it themselves and God 
will require it at their hands. Will 
He require anything at the hands of 
our nation, in a national capacity, in 
regard to this matter f Was it not 
within their power to protect us on 
the lands which we purchased from 
the General Government? We did 
not purchase, to any extent, land. 
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from the Missourians, but we took 
up land that belonged to the General 
Government- We paid oar money 
113 to that Government Laud Office. 
Did they protect us in the possession 
of that hmd which they guaranteed 
by their deeds to us and our seed or 
heirs for ever ? They did not Did 
they protect us in our citizenship? 
No, they did not. Did we appeal to 
them for protect ion ? Yes, we laid 
our case before them. What was 
their reply f Martin Van Burcn, 
who sat at the head of the Govern- 
ment at that time, said, ** Gentlemen, 
your cause is just, but I can do nothing 
for you." He saw the testimony; 
there was no petting away from it, 
His reply indicated that he thought 
we had been persecuted so many 
years that they had the right to 
persecute us; and when we asked, 
"Can you protect us according to 
the Constitution, in our just rights? 
can you not restore us our property 
— our houses and lands?" the 
reply was, " No, we can do nothing 
for you*" 

Then, according to our ideas of 
the justice that dwells in the hosom 
of the Almighty, who is the Judge 
of oil the earth, we must suppose 
that He will not only hold the actual 
murderers of the Saints responsible, 
but all who sanctioned the deed, and 
the nation fur not punishing those 
murderers and for nor protecting us 
in our rights, and suffering us to be 
exiled unjustly to a foreign territory, 
for Utah then belonged to Mexico. 
When we could not find safety in the 
United States we fled to Mexico for 
protection; but we ultimately assisted 
in redeeming the land we now occupy 
from the Mexican Govern inent and 
securing it to the United States 
Government. After sending five 
hundred of our men to redeem this 
country, the United States formed a 


treaty with Mexico, and this became 
United States territory. 

By and by, after having secured 
this soil to our Government by the 
Mormon Battalion, and having re* 
deemed it from its sterility, and 
built upwards of a hundred towns 
and settlements, it was sold to us. 
Did wo find fault at having to pay 
for it ? No. When the land office 
was opened in this Territory two or 
three years ago, we considered it all 
right and we were willing to pay our 
money for it. But what now ? A 
bill is before Congress the object of 
which is to deprive us of the lands 
which we have paid for. The Govern- 
ment has got our money in its Trea- 
sury for lands we have ho light and 
paid for, and for which it bargained 
to give us a deed and entered into a 
compact that we and our children 
after us should possess this land for 
ever, and now Congress h«a gut up 
a law to deprive every man in this 
Territory, whose religions faith hap- 
pens to difler trora Congress, of these 
lands. Because we happen to differ 
on certain religious points with the 
General Government, we are to be 
deprived of our homestead rights, 
guaranteed to us and to the people of 
all the Territories of the United 
States, by the laws < f Congress. 

Does this look like justice? Is 
tiiis even-handed justice? It does 
not seem to agree with my ideas of 
justice any more than the proceedings 
of the mobocrats in Missouri, Ohio or 
Illinois. When, therefore, the Ame- 
rican nation, as a nation, by the voice 
of her Representatives, Senators and 
President, sanctions a law to deprive 
American citizens of their citizens! dp, 
to rob them of their houses and hinds, 
and then deprive them of their liberty, 
because of a difference of religious 
belief and practice, I think the nation 
is pretty well ripened, and that it 
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will riot take much more to prepare 
them for the fulfilment of the prophe- 
cies which I have been repenting* I 
do not know how long-suffering the 
Lord is. It is a good thing that He | 
has wisdom, knowledge and under- 
standing, that He is not a human 
being, or He would t>et wrathy and 
swallow up the people in a moment. 
It is a good thing that you and I 
do not have people to deal with ac- 
cording to our feelings. God is a 
long-suffering being. He has ful- 
filled a great many things pertaining 
to this people during forty years 
past. There are a great many more 
to be fulfilled in relation to us, and 
in relation to the nation which is 
persecuting us; but whatever the 
final result may be, whether the 
American Congress pass laws to per- 
secute us or not ; whether they rob us 
of our houses and lands or not; 
whether they imprison us and send 
os for five years to a Penitentiary or 
a military camp or not, there is one 
thing sure — as sure as the sun shines 
forth in yonder heavens, so sure will 
the Lord fulfil one thing with regard 
to this people* What is that ? He 
will return them to Jackson countv, 
and in the western part of the State 
of Missouri they will build up a city 
which shall be called Zion, which 
will be the head-quarters of this Lat- 
ter-day Saint Church; and that will 
be the place where the prophets, 
apostles and inspired men of God 
will have their head -quarters- It will 
be the place where the Lord God 
will manifest Himself to His people, 
as He has promised in the Scriptures, 
as well as in modern revelation.""} 
"Do you believe that?" says one. 


Just as much as we believed, long 
before it came to pass, what has taken 
place. The world can believe what 
has taken place, because it has been 
fulfilled* The Latter-day Saints be- 
lieve in prophecies before they take 
place, We have just as much con- 
fidence in returning to Jackson 
county and the building of a great 
central city that will remain t lie re 
a thousand years before the earth 
passes away, as the Jews have in re- 
turning to Jerusalem and re- building 
the waste places of Palestine, In 
fact we have more faith than they 
have; for they have been so many 
generations east out of their land 
that their descendants have almost 
lost their faith in returning. . IJut 
the Latter-day Saints are fresh, as it 
were. There are many of the old 
stock, who passed through all those 
tribulations I have named, living, 
whose faith m returning to Jdckson 
county, and the tilings that are 
coming, is as firm and fixed as the 
throne of the Almighty. We know 
the future destiny of this kingdom 
as well as we know its p:tst history, 
that is concerning the general events 
which are to transpire. 

I am taking up too much of your 
time. May the 4jord bless us as a 
people; bless us with wisdom, with 
understanding, with power with the 
heavens, with uniun, with peace 
among ourselves; bless us with right- 
eousness, and joy in the Holy Ghost; 
blesa us with the spiritual gifts of 
His kingdom, multiply His favors 
upon us and upon our generations 
after us, forever and ever, is my 
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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I need the attention of the congre- 
gation and the faith of those who 
have faith; I need the wisdom of 
God and I lis Spirit to be in my 
heart to enable me to speak to the 
edification of the people. Although 
T have been a public speaker for 
thirty- seven years, it is seldom that 
I rise before a congregation without 
feeling a child. like timidity; if J 
live to the age of Methusaleh I do 
not know that I shall outgrow it 
There are reasons for this which I 
understand. When I look up m the 
faces of intelligent beings Hook npon 
the image of the God I serve. There 
are none but what have a certain 
portion of divinity within them; and 
though we are clc^hed with bodies 
which are in the image of onr God, 
yet this mortality shrinks before that 
portion ot divinity which we inherit 
from our Father, This is the cause 
of my timidity, and of all others who 
feel this embarass merit when they 
address their fellow beings. 

While we are administering the 
sacrament I will read the 16th verse 
of the 10th chapter of Corinthians, 
where Paul, speaking of the admi- 
nistration of this ordnance, says, 
" The cup of blessings which we 
bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Christ? The bread whijh 
we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Christ?" 

There are many passages of Scrip- 


ture which refer to the administering 
of the sacrament A saying, direct 
from the lips of Jesus, has not 
been understood by all those who 
have believed in his name. When 
he was about to take his departure 
from this world ho called his disciples 
into an upper room and he took bread 
and brake it and blessed it and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat ; this is my body," He then 
took the cup and blessed it and gave 
to his disciples, saying, " Drink ye 
all of it." If we were to stop here, 
I think it would be more difficult to 
understand than if we were to read 
the rest of his sayings on this subject 
This is my body which is given for 
you ; this is my blood of the New 
Testament. This do in remembrance 
of me; I will not drink henceforth 
of this fruit of the vine, until that 
day when I drink it new with you in 
my Father's kingdom* 

We do this in remembrance of the 
death of our Savior; it is required 
of his disciples until he comes again, 
no matter how long that may be. 
No matter how many generations 
come and go, believers in him are re- 
quired to eat bread and drink wine 
in remembrance of his death and 
sufferings until he comes sgain. Why 
are they required to do this? To 
witness unto the Father, to Jesus 
and to the angels that they are be- 
lievers in and desire to follow him 
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in the regeneration, keep his com- 
mand men tw, build up his kingdom, 
revere his name and serve him with 
an undivided heart, that they may 
be worthy to eat and drink with him 
in his Father's kingdom. This is 
why I he Latter-day Saints partake 
of the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, 

I know that in the Christian world 
sermon after sermon is preached on 
this subject ; yet people there differ 
in (heir belief concerning these em- 
blems. The Mother Church of the 
Christian world believes that the 
bread becomes the actual flesh of 
Jesus, and that the wine becomes his 
blood; this is preposterous to me. 
It is bread, and it is wine; but both 
are blessed to the souls of those who 
parl-»ke thereof. But to be followers 
of (lie L >rd Jesus more is required 
than merely to partake of the bread 
and wine — the emblems of his death 
ana suffering — it is necessary that 
strict obedience be rendered to his 
requirements. 

On one occasion when the Savior 
was speaking to his disciples he gave 
them a mission, ftayiug, " Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel 
to every creaUire. He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved ; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned 
And these signs shall follow them 
thaf believe: In my name they shall 
cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take 
tip serpents, and if they drink any 
deadly thing it shall not hurt them; 
they «hall l.iy bands on the sick, and 
they shall recover/* These are the 
words spoken by Jesus when ho sent 
his disciples forth to preach the 
Gospel. 

In the search after truth, those 
who are .unconverted might say with 
propriety that where the signs follow 
believers Hteie is the Gospel. Yet, 
in the Christian world, it is generally 
conceded that *igns are no longer 


I necessary, and that miracles are not 
! needed now, and were given in the 
d^ys of Jesus merely to establish the 
validity of the Gospel lie preached 
and the authenticity of h ; s fission 
from heaven to earth. I do nut so 
understand it. I think if I had lived 
in the days of Jesus my mind would 
have been led very much as it is now. 
1 do not want to see a miracle to 
confirm the truth of any doctrine or 
saying that is revealed to me. If I 
can see that it is calculated to purify 
the hearts of the people and to sanc- 
tify their affections, and to reconcile 
them to God and to His law and 
government, it satisfies me; and so 
far as this goes I might say that I 
am like the Christian world, in the 
belief that miracles are no longer 
needed. Bnfc I believe that miracles 
are as absolutely necessary now as 
they ever were. Yet I will say with 
regard to miracles, there is do such 
thing save to the ignorant — that is, 
there never was a result wrought out 
by God or by any of His creatures 
without there hein^ a cause for it. 
There may be results, the causes of 
which we do not see or understand, 
and what we call miracles are no 
more than this — they nre the results 
or effects of causes hidden from our 
understandings. 

This, in my own mind, is argued 
out perfectly, upon natural principles, 
lb is natural for me to believe that, 
if I plough the ground and sow 
wheat, in the proper season I shall 
reap a crop of wheat; this is the 
natural result. It was precisely so 
with the miracles that Jesus wrought 
upon the earth ? At the wedding m 
Cana of Galilee, when they had 
drunk all the wine they went to the 
Savior and asked him what they 
should do. He ordered them to fill 
up their pots with water, and a iter 
having done so they drew forth of 
that water and fonud that it was wire. 
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I believe that was real wine; I do 
not believe that it was done on the 
principle that such things are done 
in these days by wicked men, who, 
by means of what they term psy- 
chology t electro-biology, mesmerism, 
<fce,, influence men and make tbrm 
believe that water is wine, and other 
things of a similar character. The 
Savior converted the water into wine. 
He knew" how to call the necessary 
elements together in order to fill the 
water with the properties of wine. 
The elements arc all around usj we 
eat, drink and breathe them, and 
Jesus, understanding the process of 
calling them together, performed no 
miracle except to those who were 
ignorant of that process. It was the 
.same with the woman who was healed 
by touching the hem of his garment ; 
she was healed by faith, but it was 
no miracle to JesosQ He end erstood 
the process, and although he was 
pressed by the crowd, behind and be- 
fore, and on each bide, so that he 
could scarcely moke his way through 
it, the moment she touched him he 
felt virtue leave him and enquired 
who touched him. This was no 
miracle to him. He had the issues 
of life and death in his power; he 
had power to lay down his life and 
power to take it tip again. This is 
what lie fcavs, and we must believe 
this if we believe the history of the 
Savior and the sayings of the apostles 
recorded in the New Testament. 
Jesus had this power in and of him- 
self; the Father bequeathed it to 
him; it was his legacy, and he had 
the power to lay down his life and 
take it again. Ho had the streams 
and issues of life within him and 
when he said " LIVE"' to individuals, 
they lived. The diseases that are 
and ever have been prevalent among 
the human family are from beneath, 
and are entailed upon them through 
the fall — through the disobedience of 


our first parents; but Jesus, having 
the issues of life at his command, 
could counteract those diseases at 
his pleasure. The case of the Cen- 
turion's servant is a striking instance 
of this. The Centurion sent and be- 
so ug' it Jesus to heal his servant. 
4i Say in a word," said he, "and my 
servant shall be healed." Jesus, see- 
ing the man's earnestness and solici- 
tude, said, "I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel." And 
it is said that they who were sent, 
returned to the Centurion's house and 
found the servant healed. Jesus 
counteracted the disease preying upon 
the system of this man, but to him- 
self, knowing the principle by which 
t he disease was rebuked, it was no 
miracle, { 

But these miracles or m u, {Testa- 
tions of the power of God, though 
not believed in by the Christian 
world, are necessary for you and me 
and for all who wish to be blessed 
by their means. Some may say, 
** How are we to obtain them?" I 
answer by obedience to all r he com- 
mandments of God in the Gospel of 
life and salvation. After obedience 
to these rcqiiiiemcnts an individual 
is entitled to and may enjoy the 
blessing of miracles just as well as 
Jesus did. To the >mne degree? 
Perhaps not. Very fuvv uii the earth 
have ever had power to raise the 
dead. We read that Peter did. But 
it was a common thing for Jesus to 
raise the dead, heal the sick, make 
the deaf to hear, the blind to see and 
the lame to walk ; and every person 
is entitled to those things according 
to the obedience and faithfulness in- 
herent in him. When do we need 
them? I will tell you when I need 
them — when my lamily is kick, and 
they need something to counteract 
the principle of death working in 
their systems. Under such circum- 
stances some might want to ad minister 
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an emetic to the sick, which might 
be very well if they lacked faith ; 
but if we have faith to feel that the 
issues of life and death are in our 
power, we can say to disease, "Be 
ye rebuked in the name of Jesus, and 
let lite and health come into the 
system of this individual, from God, 
to counteract this disease;" and our 
faith will bring this by the laying on 
of hands by administering the ordi- 
nances of the holy Gospel. 

I am happy to say 1 have never been 
under the necessity of calling a doctor 
to my family for forty years. I have 
had them in my family, but not from 
necessity. I like them when they are 
gentlemen ; when they are wise and 
full of intelligence I am very fond of 
them; but I do not ask them to 
doctor my family in any case; and 
there are no circumstances under 
which I think them necessary except 
in case of a broken bone, or where 
skilful mechanical or surgical aid is 
necessary. But to call a doctor to 
my family to administer physic to 
them, I am not under the necessity 
of doing it. Is this so? Yes, it is; 
:md if the experiment conld be tried, 
independent of the Gospel and of 
faith, in any community, I care not 
wlure, nor for what length of time, 
of having any number of persons, 
with regularly qualified physicians 
to attend thim; and the same num- 
ber without such physicians, hut who | 
will doctor themselves according to 1 
nature and their own judgments, 
among that portion without doctors, 
there would be less sickness and 
fewer deaths than among those who 
had their doctors. The experience of 
the Latter-day Snints in Utah con* 
iirnis this. When we first came here 
we bad no sickness, and we had no 
sickness until we had doctors. When 
they Legan 'o obey the Gospel they 
did not want to dig in the field, hoe 
potatoes, go to the kanyon for lumber 


DISCOURSES, 

or wood, to secure for themselves and 
families the necessaries of life; but 

1 they wanted to live by doctoring the 
people, and from that time on* as we 
got richer and built warm houses, 
and have lived more richly, indulging' 
in sweet cake, plum pudding, roast 
beef and so on, we have had more or 
less disease among us. Perhaps I 
have said enough about doctors, 

j I say, again, however, that it is 
absolutely necessary that we al! pos- 
sess the gift God has seen fit to 
bestow upon His children to counter- 
act the power of death. How long? 

.To live for ever? no, men must 
die; it is the decree of the Almighty 
that all men shall die within the 
thousand years. Said He, "In. the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou 

. shalt surely die.' 1 This body must 
sleep in the bosom of mother earth ; 
this is the decree of the Almighty, 
hence it is necessary that all must 
die of disease or old age, but for all 
that, to my certain knowledge, the 
sick in hundreds of instances are 
healed by the power of God through 
administering the ordinances of His 
Gospel. 

j The first principle of the Gospel is 
faith in God — faith in a Supreme 

; Being. This is a point that meets 
the infidel, and is one upon which I 
have reflected and talked a great 
deal, and I have come to this conclu- 
sion — that good, solid, sound sense 
teaches me never to judge a matter 
until I understand it, and infidels 
should never pass their opinion with 
regard to the character of a Supreme 
Being until they know whether there 
is one or not. If this principle were 
an article in the creed of the infidel 
world, I think they would not bo 
quite so sceptical as they are; I 
think we should not meet with any 
person who would deny the existence 
of a Deity. The infidel looks abroad 
and sees the works of nature, in al) 
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their diversity — the mountain piercing ' 
the clouds with its snowy peaks, the : 
mighty river, fertilizing, in its course 
to the sea, the valleys and plains in 
every direction, the sun in his glory 
at mid- day, the moon in her silvery 
splendor, and the myriad organiza- 
tions from man to the minutest form 
of inflect life, all giving the most ir- 
refutable evidence of a designer and 
creator of infinite wisdom, skill and , 
power, and yet he says there is no 
Deity, no Supreme Ruler, but all is 
the resulr of blind chance. How pre- 
posterous! Now, here is a book 
called the Bible. It is enclosed in 
what we call the cover, consisting of 
boards, paper and leather. Within 
the covers we see a vast amount of 
writing— syllables, words and sen- 
tences; now if we say there never 
was a person to compose, write, print 
or bind this book, but that it is here 
wholly as the result of chance, we 
shall only give expression to the 
faith, if faith it can be called, of 
those who are termed infidels; in 
iact this is infidelity, I do not want 
to say much about it, it is too vain ! 
In my travels and labors I have met 
a gieat many persons who have de- 
sired to con tend about the principles 
I taught, though I am happy to say 
I have passed through the world thus 
far without a discussion. My grounds J 
have always been, when out preach- 
ing, ** If you have a truth and I have 
errors, I will give you ten errors for 
one truth just as long as we have any 
to exchange; and if in setting my 
views before the people you say that 
any portion of the principles I preach 
is untrue, you must prove it or bo 
for ever silent; and if I affirm that 
anything you have to deliver to the 
people is false, I must prove it or for 
ever hold my peace." On these grounds 
I have been free from discussions. 
So much for infidelity and debating. 
The Gospel that we preach is the 


t power of God unto salvation ; and 
the first principle of that Gospel is, 
as I have already said, faith in God, 
and faith in Jesus Christ His Son 
our Savior. We must believe that 
he is the character he is represented 
to be in the holy Scriptures. Believe 
that he told the truth when he said 
to his disciples, " Go ye forth and 
! preach the Gospel to every creature; 
he that believe th and is" baptized 
shall be saved, but he that belicveth 
,not shall be damned." We must be- 
lieve that this same Jesus was cruci- 
fied for the sins of the world, that is 
, for the original sin, not the actual 
individual transgressions of the peo- 
ple; not but that the Wood of Christ 
will cleanse from all sin, all who are 
disposed to act their part by repent- 
ance, and faith in bin name. But 
the original sin was atoned for by 
the death of Christ, although its 
effects we still see in the diseases, 
tempers and every species of wicked- 
ness with which the human family is 
afflicted. Again, if our Gospel be 
hid, it is hid to them that are lost. 
There is not a spiritually minded 
man in the world who reads the 
Bible but will acknowledge that the 
, Elders of Israel, the Latter-day Saints, 
proclaim the Gospel, precisely, as 
Jesus and his apostles proclaimed it. 
Is this heresy ? I pause and ask the 
question of the Christian world, is 
this heresy? Do not my brethren 
believe in the Bible ? Do not all 
the Christian world say that they be- 
lieve in the Bible ? They do. Then 
I if we preach Jesus and him crucified 
as the apostles did, and as they have 
left it on record, what more can be 
said ? Is there any harm or sin in 
this? No; for this pertains to the 
Gospel of life and salvation. Jesus 
set in his Church, so say his apostles, 
firstly, apostles. iNow I will aafe the 
religious and philosophical world if 
they have ever obtained any informa- 
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tion or revelation about Christ having 
taken them out again? No, they 
have not ; an J if there are no apostles, 
there is no Church. Jesus set in his 
Church, according to Paul's words to 
the Corinthians, firstly apostles, se- 
condarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, diver- 
si ties of tongues. Again I will ask 
the question : lias there been anj 
revelation from heaven that God 
has taken these gifts out of His 
Church ; and if so through whom 
and when ? Many persons think if 
they see a prophet they see one pos- 
sessing all the keys of the kingdom 
of God on the earth* This is not so ; 
many persons have prophecied with- 
out having any Priesthood on them 
at all. It is no particular revelation 
or gift for a person to prophecy. 
You take a good statesman, for in- 
stance, he will tell you what will be- 
come of a nation by their actions. 
He foresees this and that, and knows 
the results; this is what makes a 
statesman, and no man is a good 
states! nan unless he* can foresee the 
results of any line of policy thnt may 
be pursued* To be a prophet is 
simpl}' to be a foreteller of future 
events ; but an apostle of the Lord 
Jesus Christ has the keys of the holy 
Priesthood, and the power thereof is 
sealed upon his head, and by this he 
is authorized to proclaim the truth to 
the people, and if they receive it, 
well ; if not, the sin be upon their 
own heads. 1 

I have already said that Christ 
set in his Church apostles and pi o- 
phets; he also set in his Church 
evangelists, pastors and teachers; also 
the gifts of the Spirit, such is diverse 
tongues, healing the sick, discernment 
of spirits, and various other gifts. 
Now, i. would ask the whole world, 
who has received revelation that the 
Lord has discontinued these offices 


and gifts in his Church ? I have 
not. I have had revelation that they 
should be in the Chinch, and that 
there is no Church without them. I 
have had many revelations proving 
to me that the Old and New Testa- 
ments are true. Their doctrines are 
comprized in the Gospel that we 
preach, which is the power of God 
unto salvation to all who believe. 
What are the fruits of this Gospel 
when it is received into the heart of 
an individual? It will make a I \d 
man good, and a good man better; 
it increases their light, knowledge, 
and intelligence, and enables them to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of the truth ? as the Savior did, until 
they understand men and things, the 
world and its doctrines, wl. ether 
Chrfsfi'in, heathen or Pagan, and 
will ultimately lead them to a know- 
ledge of things in heaven, on the 
earth or under the eanh. I will say 
one thing more about the Gospel as 
taught by the Latter-day Saints, and 
I will quote the words of Jesus— this 
Gospel will eventually lead all who 
faithfully observe its precepts to a 
knowledge of the M only wise and 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom lie 
has sent, whom to know is life 
eternal 

Now I would ask the Christian 
world a question, and in doing so I 
do not mean to reflect upon, or cast 
an insinuation in the least derogatory 
to, all Christians, or to any who be- 
lieve in God ; but I would ask them, 
what do you know of God ? Take 
all the divines on the face of the 
earth and place them in this stand, 
and beyond the attributes of God 
they know nothing of Him ; they are 
entirely ignorant of His person. There 
is the difference between tne various 
religious sects of the Christian world 
and the Latter-day Saints. We do 
know God, and we know Jesus Christ 
We understand why Jesus came to 


e earth ; we know the design of the 
Father in sending him. J^We aiso 
understand the earth, find the nature 
of the earth, and why God permitted 
Mother Eve to partake of the for- 
bidden fruit. v e slum Id not have 
been here to-dav if she had not: we 
could never have possessed wisdom 
and intelligence if she had not done 
it. It was ail in the economy of 
heaven, and we need not talk about 
it ; it is all right. We should never 
blame Mother Eve, not the least, 
I am thankful 10 God that 1 know 
good from evil, the bitter from the 
sweet, the things of God from the 
things not of God, When I look at 
the economy of heaven my heart leaps 
for joy, and if I had the tongue of an 
angel, or the tongues of the whole 
human family combined, I would 
praise God in the highest for His 
great wisdom and condescension in 
suffering the children < f men to fall 
into the very sin into which they 
have fallen, for He did it that they, 
like Jesus, might descend below all 
things and then press forward and 
rise above all. J Our spirits once 
dwelt in the heavens and wore as 
pure and holy as the angels; but 
angels have tabernacles and spirits 
have none, and they are anxious to 
take tabernacles and they come to 
the meanest, lowest and humblest of 
the human race to obtain one rather 
than run any risk of nut doing so. 
I have heard flvr the celebrated Mr, 
Beechcr, of Brooklyn, once m\d that 
the greatest mi- fortune that could 
€ver happen to man was to be bora ; 
but I say that, the greatest good for- 
tune that ever happened or can 
happen to human beings is to be 
bora on this earth, for then life and 
salvation are before them j then they 
have the privilege of overcoming 
eath, and of walking >ni and in- 
iquity under their feet , of incorpo- 
rating into their daily lives every 
No. 10. 


principle of life and salvation and of 
dwelling eternally with the Gods. 
I would hardly dare say this, but 
Jesus said, " Is it not written in your 
law, I said, Ye are God* ? If He 
called them Gods, nnto whonfc the 
word of God came, and the Serifwire 
cannot be broken; sty ye uf him 
whom the Father hath sane i tied, and 
sent into the world, thou blasphemrst, 
because I said I am the Son of God?** 
The Apostle i'aul has also said, " For 
as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God they are the Sons or God," 
"And if children then heirs, heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ" 
And all who are faithful to the pre- 
cepts of the Gospel will see Jesus 
and be as he is, 

I recollect once, not long alter we 
came to the Vallev, I think it was 

If * 

in 18 >1, a Baptist preac her came 
here; he put up at my house; 1 kept 
him while he stayed hi the eity. He 
was a gentleman, very kind at.d very 
good* I preached one day on the 
character of the Deity, and when I 
reached a certain poiut,a point where 
he could learn nothing fur; her, I left 
it Whea we reached home he said 
to me, " Brother Young, why did 
you not proceed with your discourse ? 
1 would hare given anything in the 
world if y*>u had, for i should then 
have learned your belief with regard 
to our heavenly Father." I said to 
hitn, "Do you believe ihe Bble?" 
"0 yes," he replied. 1 then quoted 
to hirn the 26th and 27th ve:&es of 
the 1st chapter of Genesis, in which 
we find the following words : " And 
God gaid let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness : and let 
them have dominion over •the fish 
of the sea, and over the fo*d ol the 
air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, aud over every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
So God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God created 
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He him ; male and female created He 
them." 

I also referred to the visit of the 
Lord to Abraham in winch Abraham 
said, "My Lord, if now I have found 
favor in thy sight, pass not away, I 
pray thee, from thy servant. Let a 
little water, I pray you, be fetched 
and wash your feet, and rest your- 
selves under the tree. And I will 
fetch a morsel of bread and comfort 
ye your hearls; after that ye shall 
pass on." I also referred to where 
the Lord, talking 1o Moses, says, 
"Behold there is a place by me, and 
thou shalt stand upon a rock. And 
it shall come to pass, while my glory 
passeth by, that 1 will put thee in a 
clift of the rock, and will cover thee 
with my hand while I pass by : and 
I will take away mine hand, and thou 
shalt see my back parts, but my face 
shall not be seen." 

All of these passages, said I, to 
the reverend gentleman, go to prove, 
if they prove anything at all, that 
man is made in the image of his 
Maker, and that he is His exact 
image, having eye for eye, forehead 
for forehead, eyebrows fur eyebrows, 
nose for nose, cheek bones for cheek- 
bones, mouth for tn< uth, chin for 
chin, ears fur ears, precisely like our 
Father in heaven." " Well," said 
he, "I have been for twenty -nine 
years a preacher of the truth, and 
never thought that man was created 
in the exact image of his Father; I 
always had the idea that God was a 
being without body, parts or passions*" 
He admitted, however, that he had 
never gained that idea from the 
Bible, And notwithstanding the 
Scriptures dwell upon this point with 
snch torce and clearness, the idea en- 
tertained by this gentleman is that 
entertained by the Christian world 
in general We are told that Jesus 
was " the express image of his Father's 
person." Think of it ! Was Jesus a 


man? Yes. Clothed upon as we 
are? Yes, Did he p;iss for a man 
the same as others ? He did* When 
he did not wish to be known he 
could pass through a crowd, and 
from house to house, neighborhood 
to neighborhood, tow n to town, with* 
out the people knowing who he was. t 
He had this power ; and yet he was 
like other men, having eyes, forehead, 
nose, eyebrows, mouth, cheekbones 
and chin like we have, and the Apos- 
tle tells us that he was the express 
image of his Father's person ; and if 
the saying is true, that to know the 
only true and wise God and JesN 
Christ whom He lias sent is eternal 
life, we have eternal life, for we know 
them, 

I have talked a great deal about 
what we believe as far as spiritual 
things are concerned; but the lesult 
of our faith I have no r done with. 
The faith of the Latter-day Saints, 
so far as moral excellence is concerned, 
leads them to adopt in their lives, 
the practice of every moral principle 
believed in by the Christian world. 
It leads them to do good to each 
other and to all their ft How beings, 
and to injure none. It leads us to 
honor our beings upon the earth as 
sous and daughters of the Almighty;, 
to honor Him that created us, to 
observe every true principle, every- ^ 
thing that produces peace and happi- 
ness, for everything that has this 
tendency is of God The Gospel of 
Jesus Christ teaches him that has 
stolen to steal no tnoie; it teaches - 
the swearer to swear no more ; him 
that has borne false witness Ur do it 
no more; him that has dishonored 
his being to do it no more ; and, in 
fact, there is no height, depth, length 
or breadth in moral conduct believed 
in and practised by the Christian 
world but what we are one with 
them ; and we go so far beyond 
them in the things of God that they 


are lost, and yet they think we are 
lost* I have smiled thousands of 
times within myself to hear them 
talk; they are ignorant, but they 
think w# are- Besides being far 
ahead of the Christian world in the 
things of God , I will say that in their 
morals and their recreations the Lat- 
ter-day Saints will compare favorably 
with any of them. The question 
arises sometimes in me, Is there any- 
thing immoral in recreation ? If 1 
see my sons and daughters enjoying 
themselves, chatting, visiting, riding, 
going to a party or a dance, is there 
anything immoral in that? I watch 
very closely, and if J hear a word, 
see a look, or a sneer at divine things 
or anything derogatory to a good 
moral character, I feel it in a moment, 
and I say, w If you follow that it will 
not lead to good, it is evil j it will 
not lead to the fountain of life and 
intelligence; follow, only, the path 
that leads to life everlasting," Where 
is it ? God has it. 

Not only does the religion of Jesus 
Christ make the people acquainted 
with the things of God, and develop 
within t hem morn I excellence and 
purity, but it holds out every encou- 
ragement and inducement possible, 
for them to increase in knowledge 
and intelligence, in every branch of 
mechanism, or in *he arts and sci- 
ences, for all wisdom, and all the 
arts and sciences in the world are 
from God, and are designed for the 
good of His people. If I had only 
seen in my young days an interest 
manifested by those who had wealth, 
power and influence to reach down a 
hand to take the suffering, ignorant 
poor and elevate them to the standard 
they occupied, and to place them in 
possession of every comfort, it would 
have been a matter of great joy to 
me. But it was not so then, neither 1 
is it now. Men generally use their 
wealth for selfish purposes, and do 


not seek to devote it to God and to 
the glory of His name. In the king- 
dom of God only will the poor and 
the ignorant of the children of men 
be purified and elevated and prepared 
to hold the positions God has designed 
for His children. 

I have heard a great many tell 
about what they have suffered for 
Christ's sake. I am happy to say I 
never had occasion to. 1 have en- 
joyed a great deal; but so far as 
suffering goes I have compared it a 
great many times, in my feelings and 
before congregations, to a man wear- 
ing an old, worn-out, tattered and 
dirty coat, and somebody comes 
along and gives him one that is new, 
whole and beautiful. This is the 
comparison I draw when I think of 
what I have suffered for the Gospel's 
sake — I have thrown away an old 
coat and have put on a new one. No 
man or woman ever heard me tell 
about suffering. " Did you not leave 
a handsome property in Ohio, Mis- 
souri, and Illinois?" Yes, "And 
have you nut suffered through that?" 
No, I have been growing better and 
better all the time, and so have this 
people. And you may take the his- 
tory of the world from the days of 
A darn down, and I am at the defiance 
of any historian to prove that the 
Saints have ever suffered as much as 
the sinners. This is my belief about 
the religion of Jesus Christ. Some 
may say, 44 Did not the children of 
Israel suffer?" Yes. "Why?* Be- 
ciuse of their iniquity. They trans- 
grossed the laws God has given them ; 
they changed the ordinancas and 
broke the everlasting covenant, and 
for their sin and disobedience they 
were Jed into captivity. If they had 
been obedient, I reckon they would 
have been led direct to the Holy 
Land and stayed there* Some may 
say, 14 Now, Mr. Speaker, you have 
been driven from your home, was it 
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for righteousness r" No, I expect 
out I expect it was to chasten me 
and make me tetter. I never attri- 
buted the driving of the Saints from 
Jackson county to anything but that 
it was necessary to chaw ten them and 
prepare them to build up Zion. They 
were driven from Ohio to Missouri, 
from Missouri to Illinois, and from 
Illinois here, only for the advance- 
ment of Zion and the work of God 
on the earth, I do not complain of 
persecution. I have left a great deal 
of property in different States, con- 
siderable in Ohio, Missouri, and Illi- 
nois. Do I care anything about it? 
No, we have more land here than we 
can occupy* God led us from a 
sickly to a healthy country, and I 
thank him for it. Were the Latter- 
day Saints driven time after time on 
account of their sins ? One of the 
first revelations that God gave to 
Joseph Smith was for the gathering 
of Israel, and when the people came 
to Jackson county, Missouri, they 
were as far from believing and o ey- 
ing that revelation as the east is from 
the west, and a great deal further, 
for the east joins the west; but the 
people were so far from obeying that 
revelation that they scarcely complied 
with it in one instance. They were 
ignorant and had neither eyes to see, 
ears to hear, nor hearts to understand, 
and God suffered their enemies to 
drive them. What were we driven 
for ? Was it because of polygamy ? 
No, for that was not known generally 
until after our arrival in these val- 
leys, although we received the reve- 
lation years before. The accusation 
brought against the Latter-day Saints 
was that they tampered with the 
slaves in Missouri, with the design 
of setting them free, and because of 
this the people were driven, and the 
Lord suffered it But I ask did the 
Latter-day Saints ever suffer in Mis- 
souri as the Missourians did in the 
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late struggle ? No, not a drop iu a 
bucket compared with it. The Mis- 
sourians have been driven from their 
houses and hung up, their property 
confiscated, their women and children 
murdered, and every conceivable evil 
has been heaped upon them. Did we 
ever suffer like that ? In very few 
instances; and it is a shame for the 
Latter-day Saints ever to talk about 
suffering. 

What are we doing here, for the 
people that we are gathering from 
the nations ? The majority of those 
that we gather are from the poorest 
that can be found ; we gather a few 
scientific and learned men, but the 
great majority are the poor and the 
ignorant. We take them and we 
Chlculate to make them rich; we have 
taken the foolish and we calculate to 
make them wise; we take the weak 
and we calculate to make them 
strong. We calculate to build up 
this people until they know as much 
as any other people on the face of 
the earth, in mechanics, in the arts 
and sciences, and in every true prin- 
ciple of philosophy. All true wisdom 
that mankind have they have received 
from God, whether they know it or 
not. There is no ingenious mind 
that has ever invented anything 
lieneficial to the human family but 
what he obtained it from that One 
Source, whether he knows or believes 
it or not. There is only one source 
from whence men obtain wisdom, and 
that is God, the fountain of all wis- 
dom; and though men may claim to 
make their discoveries by their own 
wisdom, by meditation and reflection, 
they are indebted to our lather in 
heaven for all* 

We calculate to make this people 
just as wise and prudent as they will 
be made and just as humble as they 
will be made. When I look at the 
world of mankind and see their 
pomp, splendor, eovetousness and 
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worldlv-mindedness, I think what a 
shame! What have yon got to be 
so proud of? They have gold, silver, 
houses, landa and possessions, and 
they feel, "0, we are king*, poten- 
tates, or men of great influence, lie- 
cause of our wealth," Bat where 
did they get their wealth ? They 
will say they have been fortunate 
and have gathered it together; or it 
was bequeathed to them by their 
father or grandfather. But none of 
them have aught but what came from 
Hirn who lives and reigns in the 
heavens — the God whom we serve, 
who alone bestows blessings upon 
Hin children, the sons and daughters 
of Adam. 

I have heard a great many ser- 
mons, prayers and exhortations for 
people to go and get religion and 
have their names written in the 
Lamb's Book of Life," I want to 
inform the whole world, all the sons 
ami daughters of Adam, that their 
names are written there, and there 
they will remain to all eternity unless 
they by their evil acts blot them nut. 
I want to inform everybody of this 
fact, 

I want now to say a few words 
on political matters. First, I will 
say we are a very religious people ; 
the world knows that; and it was 
our religion that influenced our minds 
to leave our homes and parents, and 
in many instances our companions 
and children. Are we a political 
people ? Yes, very political indeed. 
But what party do you belong to or 
would you vote for ? I will tell you 
whom we will vote f r: we will vote 
for the man who will sustain the 
principles of civil and religious liberty, 
the man who knows the most and 
who has the best heart and brain for 
a statesman ; and we do not care a 
farthing whether he is a whig, a 
democrat, a barnburner, a republican, 
a new light or any thing eke. These 


are our politics. If we could have 
got men to control the affairs of the 
nation who had sufficient foresight 
and forethought to know the results 
of their own actions, it would have 
been better for the nation than it ia 
at present But we are just as we 
are; no matter what brought about 
the present condition of things. 1 
leave the people to judge whether it 
is righteousness or sin that has 
brought upon the nation the evils it 
has been called to endure. Of one 
thing I am sure : God never institute? 
war; God is not the author of con- 
fusion or of war; they are the results 
of the acts of the children of men. 
Confusion and war necessarily come 
as the resftlts of the foolish acts and 
policy of men ; but they do not come 
because God desires they should 
come. If the people, generally, would 
turn to the Lord, there would never 
he any war. Let men turn from 
their iniquities and sins, and, instead 
of being covetous and wicked, turn 
to God and seek to promote peace 
and happiness throughout the land, 
and wars would cease. We expect 
to sec the day when swords shall be 
turned into ploughshares, spears into 
pruning hooks, and when men shall 
learn war no mom. This is what 
we want. We are for peace, plenty 
and happiness to all the human family. 

A great deal could be said about 
our peculiar faith, and our peculiar 
internal institutions, as the world 
terms them, I do not want to say 
anything about them ; I act them 
out. I have got a family, and a 
pretty large one. I am willing to 
compare them with any family on 
the tace of the earth when the privi- 
leges they have enjoyed are con- 
sidered. I think that so far as 1 
myself am concerned, when it is re- 
membered that I never went to school 
but eleven days in my life, and that 
until I commenced to preach the 


150 

Gospel I hud to work hard every 
day for my bread, I have made some 
improvement I think this people 
are improving; and I think we shall 
continue our work until the whole 
human family will give up all notion 
of going to war with each other* 1 
expect to see the time when this peo- [ 
pie will possess every good thing. 
All knowledge and wisdom and every 
good that the heart of man can de- 
sire is within the circuit and circle of 
the faith we have embraced. The 
day will come when the Gospel will 
be presented to the kiugs and queens 
and great oties of the earth; but it 
will be presented with a different in- 
fluence from that with wbich it has 
been presented to the poor, but it 
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will be the same Gospel. We fchall 
not present any other Gospel; it is 
the same from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. No man will Oe saved and 
come into the presence of the Father 
only through the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ — the same for one as the 
other. The Lord lias His cause, His 
ways, His work ; He will finish it up. 
! Jesus is laboring with his might to 
wanctify and redeem the earth and to 
bring back his brethren and sisters 
into wig presence of the Father. We 
are laborit g with him for the puriti 
cation of the whole human family, 
that we and they may be prepared to 
dwell with God in His kingdom. 
God bless you. Amen. 
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If the brethren and sisters will 
give their attention, I will try to 
talk a few minutes. I preach a great 
deal to the people ; bnt the exertion 
of addressing such large congrega- 
tions as assemble here in the city 
bears a little too much on tny stomach 
and lungs, especially when laboring 
under a severe cold as I am at present. 

A few of os have recently been on 
a visit South. We visited twenty 
sett lenient s, and, in eleven days, held 
twenty-seven meetings; and univer- 
sally there was a good tarn-out, the 


largest meeting houses being always 
tilled to overflowing. It is a tolerably 
easy in jitter to speak to the people in 
a small house, much more so than to 
address a congregation like this. 

We found the people very muck 
engnged in their religion, and striving, 
apparently, to put in practice the 
faith that they profess. Still, it is a 
difficult matter to establish the prin- 
ciples of the kingdom of God in the 
hearts of the people. This is for the 
want of understanding. Our tradi- 
tions are strong upon us. We have 
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been taught that, if we will believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, repent of our 
sins and exercise faith in his name, 
all will be well with us and we shall 
be brought into the presence of our 
Father and God. This was our 
former tradition. But there are 
Latter-day Saints who have almost 
come to the conclusion that if they 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, re- 
pent of their sins, and are baptized 
for the remission of them and have 
hands laid upon them for the recep- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, and partake 
of the Sacrament or Lord's Sapper, 
they have accomplished just about all 
that is required of them in order to 
establish the kingdom of God on the 
earth. Herein lies the difficulty which 
the servants of God have to encounter. 
The people come short of understand- 
ing precisely the order of the esta- 
blishment of the kingdom of heaven ; 
consequently it is a labor that needs 
a great deal of attention, and one 
that requires the it fluence of the 
Priest hood over the minds of the 
people to get them to draw nigh 
unto God and His cause. 

As we have just heard remarked, 
in relation to the love of the world, 
a great many Latter-day Saints, after 
receiving the Gosp* 1, seem to run 
well for a time and then turn again 
to the love of the world in its awful, 
fallen state, lusting after the things 
that are perishable. Still, if they 
could but under 'Stand true doctrine 
and correct principles, they would 
find that there is nothing pertaining 
to the elements of this earth, but 
what, in and of itsel', is good and of 
God. Some may exclaim, ** Sin ex- 
cepted." To this I would say that 
God permits sin, or it could not be 
here All the creations are His work, 
and they are for His g ory and for 
the benefit of the children of men; 
and all things are into the pos- 
session of man for his comfort, im- 


provement and consolation, and for 
his health, wealth, beauty and excel- 
lencv. 

We should also understand what 
to do with the thuigs which God has 
placed in our po*se-sion. We should 
also desire to understand and should 
seek to know the object for which 
the earth was framed ; and then we 
wish to comprehend His objVct nnd 
design in placing His children on it. 
We should also desire to understand 
how our Heavenly Father wishes us 
to act now we are here; how we 
should devote our time and talents, 
our daily labor and whatever n cans 
He puts into onr hands, for the build- 
ing up of His kingdom on the earth. 
We want to get the Saints to think 
o jese things. If we could only 
get to the affections of the people 
and could plant within them the 
principles of the kingdom of heaven, 
it would he an easy matter to bring 
their hands to join in the establish- 
ment of the Ziou of God upon the 
earth. But herein lies our labor. 
The weakness and short-sigh ted nea 
of man are such, and he is so prone 
to wander and give himself up to the 
grovelling things of the world, having 
had so little knowledge with regard 
to God and godliness for hundreds of 
years, that it is literally a breaking 
up of the fallow ground of his ht-art 
to prep re him to see the holy city 
that the Lord will establish* 

The Latter-day Saints gather to- 
gether fur the express purpose, they 
say, to establish Zion, Where is 
Zion? On the American continent. 
Where is the gathering place ? For 
the present, in the mountains. What 
are you going there for? To help to 
build up Zion. 

We find a great many trying to be 
Saints and endeavoring to understand 
how they may be of the most benefit 
in building up the kingdom of God 
uti the earth. Sly brother Ju&eph 
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says it is an easy matter to be a 
Saint, So I say* And taking another 
view of it, again, it is a hard matter. 
This is true. It is not au easy thing 
to serve God and mammon. If ihe 
Saints comprehend what they hive 
to do in order to establish Zion, and 
go to work with ready hands and 
willing hearts to accomplish the 
labor, they will find it a comparatively 
easy nut tier; but unless there is u 
unity of action on the part of those 
who are engaged in the work it is 
not very easily performed. When 
there is a great work to be accom- 
plished, and there are but few hands 
to perform it, the burden weighs very 
heavily on those who are engaged in 
it. If we have a farm of six hundred 
acres to fence, and there is only one 
man engaged in getting the poles 
and lumber from the kauyon, we find 
it a slow and tardy work ; but. if we 
have a hundred men engaged it is 
much easier and pleas inter; if a 
thousand, still more bo. So it is in 
regard to establishing the kingdom 
of God in the hearts of the children 
of men, It is not a very hard matter 
to prevail on a person to put his 
treasure where his heart is. Our 
difficulty is in not understand i ig rhe 
principles of the kingdom of heaven 
sufficiently to enter into it with our 
whole hearts. 

Many of our brethren who have 
come here when in their own land 
worked under ground, and probably 
seldom saw the light of day, but 
spent year after jear of their lives 
digging out coal. Jf you chanced to 
ask them, "Are you ever going to 
America?" the answer would invari- 
ably be, " Yes, I am going to Zion/' 
If you asked the wife and children 
would they like to go to Zion, the 
reply wonld be, " Yes, with all our 
hearts. Wc would do anything to 
get there; if necessary ,we would be 
the slaves of those of our brethren 
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who have gone then 1 if we could only 
go/' Yet these name persons when 
they reach here are not satisfied. If 
you ask them if this is Zion, they 
will say, " I do not see much that 
looks like Zion ,T When they re- 
ceived the work per Ep6 their minds 
were open to see Z on in its beauty 
and glory; but when they come here 
and call this Zimi they feel disap- 
pointed. They have not the least 
idea in relation to t^fablishiog this 
kingdom. They t hough t they were 
going to a Zion wh«<>e towers would 
reach the clonde, w;th streets paved 
with gold and the I ree of L/ite grow- 
ing on every block. They say, " J 
do not like this pl^e; lam not ex- 
actly suited With it." What do you 
want? "I do not know exactly what 
I wnut; I want so ;•. -thing else; 1 do 
not like this place " The disposition 
of some of these raurmurers reminds 
me of the children of some families 
I have seen while travelling in the 
world. It is somethi <g like this : 
w Darling, will you have a piece of 
bread and butter?" 41 No, ma'am, I 
don't want it." u But, my dear, 
shall I put some honey upon it?" 
" No, I daii't like it" "Well, then, 
will you have a 1 if tie mince pie, 
love?" "No, I cwH eat it." This 
is about how the matter stands. 

The Saints are full to overflowing 
with the words of eternal hie, vet 
they do not know what to do with 
them; uud when we come to preach, 
it seems aa though the people were 
surfeited with much doctrine, persua. 
sion and counsel, and they do not 
like it very well. This was evident 
by the many vncant seats this morn- 
ing. There ought to be ten thousand 
persons at these meetings, both in 
the morning and afternoon. But 
how many do you see? The taber- 
nacle not half tilled. Why not come 
to meeting and till alt the seats. I 
do not like to *ee this lack of interest 
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in attending meetings, 'Those pro- 
fessing to be Latter-dav Saints have 
the words of life and do not know 
if ; (he brethren read from the Book 
of Life and they do not know it, and 
the words of God fire given them in 
great abundance and they trifle with 
them. Is this the fact? It is. If 
the people would live their religion, 
there would be no aposfacy and we 
would hear no complaining or fault* 
finding. If tho people were hungry 
for the words of eternal life, and their 
whole* souls even centred on the 
building up of the kingdom of God, 
every heart and hand would be ready 
and willing and the wo< k would move 
forward mightily and we would ad* 
vanee as we should do. 

It is frequently remarked that 
there is too much of a sameness in 
this community. True, we do not 
have the variety they do in the 
world, drinking, carousing, quarrel- 
ing, litigation, etc. But. if you want 
a change of this kind, you ran get up 
a dog fight. I tli ink that would be 
about the extent of the quarreling 
you want to see. It would be as 
much as I would desire to witness. 
I have seen enough of Hjq. world, 
without even desiring to behold 
another drunken man. I never wish 
to Bee another lawsuit. I teel per- 
fectly satisfied without it. 

If the people would like something 
by way of a change, I will propose 
something to thtra, as I did to sister 
Home, the President of the Female 
Relief Society in the 14th Ward, 
who w r as at Gunnison, about one 
hundred and thirty miles south of 
this place, when we ^ere there. I 
invited her, when she returned, to 
call the sisters of the Relief Society 
together, and ask them bo begin a 
reform in eating and housekeeping* 
I told her I wished to get up a society 
whose members would agree to have 
a light, nice breakfast in the morning, 


for themselves and children, without 
cooking something less than forty 
different kinds of food, making slaves 
of themselves and requiring three or 
four hired girls to wash dishes. Pre- 
pare your breakfast something like 
they do in England, bread and butter, 
a little cheese, a few eggs, food that 
is light and nutritious, and which 
does not require so much labor in 
cooking; and instead of tea, if you 
cannot drink cold water, make ft 
bowl of water gruel or meal porridge 
and yon will save dirtying three or 
four dishes, knives and forks, or 
spoons, to each individual that sits at 
the table. 

This would be something to change 
your feelings and the lash ions of 
society. Will you do it? If you 
want something new, try this; and 
when dinner time comes, don't pile 
the table full of roast meat, boiled 
meat and baked meat, fat mutton, 
beef and pork ; and in addition to 
this two oi three kinds of pies and 
cakes; neither urge the children, the 
father and every one at the table to 
eat and gorge themselves till they 
nre so full that when night comes 
thoy will want a doctor. This will 
do for a change. 

When we go on a trip to the set- 
tlements and stop at the brethren's 
houses, it is, " Brother Brigham, let 
us manifest our feelings towards yon 
and your company, I tell them to 
do so, but give me a piece of johnny- 
cake; I would rather have it than 
their pies and tarts and sweetmeats. 
Let me have something that will 
sustain nature and leave my stomach 
and whole system clear to receive the 
Spirit of the Lord and be free from 
headache and pains of every kind. 
If I can experience this, it will suit 
me. What do you say to it ? sisters ? 
Do you want a revolution? They 
want one in France; but you neqd 
not go to France to have a revolution 
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of this kind. Yet in that country 
there are about twenty four millions 
who never eat any ttesli meat at all. 

The Americans, as a nation, are 
killing themselves with their vices 
and high living. A 8 much as a man 
ought to eat in half an hour they 
swallow in three minutes, gulping 
down their food like the canine 
quadruped under the table, which, 
when a chunk of meat is thrown down 
to it, swallows it before yon can say 
u twice/' If yon want a reform, 
carry out the advice I have just given 
you. Dispense with your multitu- 
dinous dishes, and, depend upon it, 
you will do much towards preserving 
your families from sickness, disease 
and death. 

If tins method were adopted in this 
community, 1 will venture to say that 
it would add ten years to the lives of 
our children. That is worth a great 
-deal. 

If you want a little of something 
more — if you want a nor her revolu- 
tion, let us go to and say we will 
wear n.i'hing but what we make; 
and that which we do not make we 
will not have. j 

If the people are inclined to com- 
plain about co-operation, let them do 
so. I have a constitutional right to 
eat sweetmeats it I chouse, so long as 
I raise them and they belong to no 
one else; or a piece ot johnny cake or 
wheat bread. This is my legal right 
and yours also. I have a right to ' 
wear a hat that my wife or daughters 
or my sister has in tide, and I need 
not be called in question for doing 
so. I have a legal and constitutional ! 
right, and so have my listers, to set 
their table out in a morning with a 
little plain food on it if they choose 
so to do, Let the people eat as I 
used to eat when I was a child. If 
meat were cooked at all, it was on 
one plate; and if I had any it was 
off that plate. I can go to thousands 


of houses that are making the knives 
and lurks and clothing for you and 
me that will not have a knife on their 
table at meal time. Have you ever 
seen any such thing? Yes, plenty 
of you have ! 

I have frequently related a circum- 
stance that transpired while I was in 
England. After I recovered from 
the sickness which distressed me 
during the voyage across the ocean, 
my appetite became unusually good. 
I was invited to what is known in 
that country as a tea-party. Four- 
teen of us sat down at the table, 
which was about two and a half feet 
across; but not a knife, fork, plate 
or spoon could be seen, with the ex- 
ception of the plate in the middle of 
the table, with some beautiful ham 
upon it, swimming in the gravy, I 
said to myself, "I would like a piece 
of that ham if I had any way to eat 
it; but I have no plate nor knife and 
fork/* By and by a native elder set 
down his cup on one knee, his bread 
and butter on the other; and putting 
his hand in his pocket, pulled out his 
knife, ofiened it, and reaching over 
his bread and butter, took a piece of 
ham and slipped it on to his bread, 
I said to myself, "I can do that as 
well as you;' 1 but 1 took out my 
knife before I put down my cup, 
reached over to the plate and took a 
fine piece of ham; although I was 
afraid 1 would get a little gravy on 
my clothes in doing so. If I had 
had a plate it would certainly have 
been mucu better ; but I got along 
very well without even greasing my 
clothes. "Now," said I, "that is 
worth money to me ; I have learned 
something." In about five minutes 
after the tea table was deserted by 
the guests, everything was cleared 
away and the sister was ready to 
visit with us. It did not take her 
two hours to fuss around to wash 
plates and see that the servants did 


uot break them, fixing furniture and 
so forth as we do here. 

If j ou want a revolution go to 
work to improve yourselves and give 
your minds something to act upon 
instead of looking at the faults of 
others. We are a poor, feeble *et 
and have hardly eyes to See; and 
many of those who have eyes see not, 
but are constantly washing the weak- 
nesses and follies of each other. En- 
deavor with all your mind and 
strength to improve yourselves and 
ask your sisters and brethren to im- 
prove their live'*, I am preaching to 
you practical religion. Learn to take 
proper care of your children. If any 
of them are sick the cry now, instead 
of u Go and fetch the Elders to lay 
hands on my child !" is, " Run for a 
doctor,*' Why do you not live so 
as to rebuke disease? It is your 
privilege to do so without sending 
for the Elders, You should go to 
wurk to study and see what you can 
do for the recovery of your children. 
If a child is taken sick with fever 
give it something to stay that fever 
or relieve the stomach and bowels, 
so that mortification may not set in. 
Treat the child with prudence and 
curt\ with faith and patience, and be 
can fill in not overcharging it v\ith 
medicine. If you take too much 
medicine into the system, it is worse 
than too much food* But you will 
always lind that an ounce of preven- 
tive is worth a pound of cure. 
Study and loam somet ing for your- 
selves. It is the privilege of a 
mother to have faith and to administer 
to her child ; this she can do herself, 
as well as sending for the Elders to 
have the benefit of their faith, ^ 

We have come here to build up 
Zion. How shall we do it ? I could 
tell you how if I had time, I have 
told yon a great many times. There 
is one thing I will say in regard to 
it. We have got to be united in our 


effurts. We should go to work with 
a united faith like the heart of one 
and whatever we do should be 


man 


performed in tlie name of the Lord, 
and we will then be blessed and pros- 
pered in all we do. L We have a work 
on hand whose magnitude can hardly 
be told- We have now to go to and 
save ourselves according to the plan 
provided for our sd vat ion, the Savior 
having done for us all that he can, 
except to impart unto us grace to aid 
ds in our lives, and to save our 
families, friends, ancestors, and the 
nations that have lived before us and 
those that may come after us, that 
all may be brought unto God and be 
saved, except the sons of perdition. 
This is the labor we have before us. 

Brother Joseph was speaking about 
prayer. I will say a word with re- 
gard to prayer. *It matters not whe- 
ther you or I feel like praying, when 
the time conies to pray, pray. If we 
do not feel like it, we should pi ay 
till we do. And if there is a heavy 
storm coming cn and our hay is likely 
to be wet, let it come. You will find 
that those who wait till the Spirit 
bids them pray will never pray much 
on this earth ; for they always find a 
little something else to do, and be- 
come like some who wait for the 
Spirit to bid them pray, consequently 
they never pray. Such people would 
come to meeting and look at each 
other and then, when they had stayed 
as long as they felt inclined, uddresss 
their brethren with — "Good bye, I 
am going home/' and then leave. 
But when the time comes to have 
prayers, let them be made, and there 
will be no danger. 

Let us be humble, fervent, s b- 
missive, yielding ourselves to the will 
of the Lord, and there is no danger 
but that we shall have His Spiiit to 
guide us. If we will open our lips 
and call upon our Heavenly Father, 
in the name of Jesus, we will have 
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the spirit of prayer* I have proved 
this to be the best way. If we do 
everything in the season thereof, at- 
tending to our prayers and daily 
labors in their proper order and all 
at the right time, all will go well. 

In regard to the things of this 
world, we should learn what they are 
tor, and then use them wisely. To 
be proud and lifted up is the height 
of folly. It is beneath the intelli- 
gence and understanding of the man 
of Cod ever to be filled with foolish 
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The few of us who met here this j 
forenoon had the privilege of listening 
to a very interesting discourse from 
brother Penrose, on the first princi- 
ples of the Gospel I say the " few" 
who were here, foi* there were few, 
nnd there are every Sabbath in the 
lore part of the day. I think if the 
Latter-day Saints prized their privi- 
leges as they ought to do, there would 
be mure attend meeting on a Sunday 
morning, there wuuld be more of us 
faithful to the Lord our God uud to 
the covenants we have made if we 
did hut realize the rewards that, in 
the future, will be awarded for the 
deeds done here in the flesh. 

There was one principle referred to 
by brother Penrose this morning, 
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and vain desires* If we w ish to ex* 
ult, let us exult in our God ; if we 
desire to be proud, let our pride be in 
our Heavenly Father j if we desire 
happiness, let ns be humble and faith- 
ful in obeying the commandments of 
the Almighty and He will d^pense 
every blessing to us. This is my 
constant prayer, I desire to live so 
tli at His Spirit may be with me con- 
tinually ; and I ask you to do so in the 
name of Jesus, and he will bless yon. 
Amen. 


upon which I wish to make t\ few re- 
marks, for the benefit of the Elders 
of Israel. It is a very common 
Baying with ns, as Elders, in our re- 
marks concerning the gifts of the 
Gospel to speak of confirming the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost by the laying 
on of hands. Them is no difference 
with regard to our faith, opinions or 
views, as a Church, pertaining to this 
principle; it is only in the manner 
in which we use our language. There 
is a diflerence between the gilts of 
the Holy Ghost and the Holy Ghost 
itself* As brother Penrose said this 
morning, we repent of our sins, are 
baptized for the remission of them, 
and we receive the laying on of hands 
for the reception of the Holy Ghost;. 
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but the Eiders, when speaking on this ' 
principle, instead of saying so, not 
unfrequently say 4 i for the reception 
of the gifts of the Holy Ghost" 
Now we have no right, power nor 
authority to seal the gifts of the Holy ! 
Ghost upon anybody, they are the 
property of the Holy Ghost itself 
To explain this I will say, for instance, j 
President Young may go and preach 
in every ward in this city; yet it is 
President Young in each ward. When 
in the I It h Ward he may give a 
man an apple; in the 13th Ward he 
may give another person a loaf of 
bread; in the 10th Ward he may 
give a man a dollar in money; in the 
1st Ward he may give a man a horse 
and carriage. Now they are all dif- 
ferent gifts, but he is one and the 
same man who bestows them, I 
merely bring tp this figure by way 
of illustration. , 

We lay hand? upon the heads of 
those who embrace the Gospel and 
we say unto them, " In the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ receive ye the 
Holy Ghost." We seal this blessing 
upon the heads of the children of 
men, just as Jesus and his apostles 
and the servants of God have done 
in every a£e when preaching the 
Gospel of Christ. But the gifts of 
the Holy Ghost are his property to 
bestow as he sees fit, To one is 
given the spirit of prophecy, to ano- 
ther a tongue, to another the inter- 
pretation of tongues and to anotner 
the gift of healing. All these gifts 
are by the same Spirit, but all are 
the gifts of the Holy Ghost, to bestow 
as he sees fit, as t he messenger of the 
Pat her and the Son to the children 
of men. j 

The Holy Ghost, as was justly 
presented this morning, is different 
from the common Spirit of God, 
which we are told lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world. The 
Holy Ghost is only given to men 


through their obedience to the Gospel 
of Christ; and every man who receives 
that Spirit nas % comforter within 
— a leader to dictate and guide him. 
This Spirit reveals, day by day, to 
every man who has faith, those things 
which are for his benefit. As Job 
said, 4C There is a spirit in man and 
the inspiration ot the Almighty uiveth 
it understanding/ 1 It is this inspi- 
ration of God to His children in 
every age of the world that is one of 
the necessary gifts to sustain man 
and enable him to walk by faith, and 
to go forth and obey all the dicta- 
tions and commandments and revela- 
tions which God gives to His child- 
ren to guide and direct them in life. 

We hare a long list given to us in 
the New Testament Scriptures of 
those who, in ancient days, lived, la- 
bored and performed their duties by 
faith. Among them was Noah, who, 
being warned of God, went forth and 
prepared an ark for the salvation of 
himself and family. Abraham, also, 
offered up his son Ls;.iac by faith, be- 
cause he was called and commanded 
of God, believing in the promises 
God had made unto him. 

This gift and principle of faith is 
necegsary for the Saints in every age 
of the world to enable them to build 
up the kingdom of God anil perform 
the work requited of them. All that 
the ancients did was by faith* Jesus 
and his apostles often quoted the 
prophecies of the ancient prophets 
and showed that they were fulfilling 
them. Even the labors of Jesus, from 
the manger to the cross, through his 
whole life of pain, sorrow, affliction, 
suffering, persecution and derision, 
were all by faith. It was by the 
power of the Father, whose work he 
had come to perform, that he was 
sustained. He fully believed that he 
would be able to accomplish all that 
he had been sent to perform. It was 
on this principle that he fulfilled 


158 


JOURNAL OF DISC0UB5K3. 


every requirement and obeyed every 
law, even that of baptism, when he 
was immersed in the Jordan by John, 
who held the Aaronic Priesthood and 
the ke>s of baptism f r t he remission 
of sins. Baptism was a righteous 
law ; in fact, it was the law of God 
to save the children of men, and 
Jesus was the door, and he, although 
free from sin and guile, complied 
with it as an ensample to his disciples 
and the rest of the children of men* 

The Apostles, in their labors, had 
to work cm the isarne principle that 
the Saints in both furmer and latter 
days have had to work upon — namely 
the principle of ft it Ik Joseph Smith 
had to woik by faith. It is true that 
he had a knowledge of a great many 
things, as the Saints in former days 
had, but in many things he had to 
exercise faith. He believed he was 
fulfilling the prophecies of the ancient 
prophets. He knew that God had 
called him, bat in the establishment 
of His kingdom he had to work con- 
tinually by faith. The Church was 
organized on the 6th of April, 1830, 
with six members, but Joseph had 
faith that the kingdom thus com- 
menced, like a grain of mustard seed, 
would become a great Church and 
kingdom upon the earth; and from 
that day until the day on which he 
sealed his testimony with his blood, 
his whole life was as it wading through 
the deep waters of persecution and 
oppression, received from the hands 
of his fellowmen. He had all this 
to endure through faith, and he was 
true, faithful and valiant in the tes- 
timony of Jesus to the d;iy of his death. 

All the labors that we have per- 
formed from that day until the 
present have been by faith, and we, 
as Latter-day Saints, should seek to 
cherish and grow in this principle, 
that we may have faith in every reve- 
lation ai d promise and in every word 
of the Lord, that has been given in 


the Bible, Book of Mormon and 
Doctrine and Covenants, for they will 
surely come to pass as the Lord God 
lives, for the on belie t of this genera* 
tion will not make the truths of God 
without effect. 

When the members of Z ion's Camp 
were called, many of us had never 
beheld each others' faces; we were 
strangers to each other and many 
had never seen the prophet We had 
been scattered abroad, tike com sifted 
in a sieve, throughout the nation. 
We were young men, and were called 
upon in that early day to go up and 
redeem Zion, and what we had to do 
we had to do by faith* We assembled 
together from the various States at 
Kiit land and went up to redeem 
Zion, in fulfilment of the command- 
merit of God unto us. God accepted 
our works us lie did the works of 
Abraham. Wc accomplished a great 
deal, though apostates and unbelievers 
i nary times asked the quest ion/' What 
have you done?" We gained an 
experience that, we never could have 
gained in any other way, Wc had 
the privilege of beholding the face of 
the prophet, and we had the privilege 
of travelling a thousand miles with 
him, and seeing the workings of the 
Spirit of God with him, and the 
revelations of Jesus Christ unto him 
and the fulBlment of those revelations. 
And he gathered some two hundred 
Elders from throughout the nation in 
that early day and sent us broadcast 
into the world to preach the Gospel 
of Je&us Christ. Had I not gone up 
with Ziou's Camp I should not have 
been here to day, and I presume that 
would have l)een the case with many 
others in this Territory, By going 
there we were thrust into the vine- 
yard to preach the Gospel, and the 
Lord accepted our labors. And in 
all our labors and persecutions, with 
lives often at stake, we have had to 
work and live by faith. 
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The Twelve Apostles were called 
by revelation to go to Far West, 
Caldwell county, to lay the founda- 
tion of the corner stone of the Temple- 
When that rovelation was given this 
Church was in peace in Missouri, It 
is the only revelation that has ever 
been £tven since the organization of 
the Church, that I know anything 
about, t hat. had day find date given 
with it The Lord called the Twelve 
Apostles, while in this state of pros- 
perity, on the 26th day of April, 
1838, to go to Far West to lay the 
corner stone of the Temple; and from 
theie to take their depart n re to Eng- 
land to preach the Gospel. Previous 
to the arrival of that period the whole 
Church was driven out of the State 
of Missouri, and it was as much as a 
man's life was worth to be found in 
the State if it was known that he 
was a Latter-day Saint; and especi- 
ally was this the case with the Twelve. 
When the time came for the corner 
.stone of the Temple to be laid, as 
directed in the revelation, the Church 
was in Illinois, having been expelled 
from Missouri by an edict from the 
Governor, Joseph and Hyrum Smith 
and Parley P. Pratt were in chains in 
Missouri lor the testimony of Jesus. 
As the time drew nigh for the ac- 
complishment of this work, the ques- 
tion arose, " What is to be done ?" 
Here is a revelation commanding the 
Twelve to be in Far West on the 
26th day of April, to lay the corner 
stone of the Temple there; it had to 
be fulfilled. The Missourians had 
a worn by all the gods of eternity 
that if every other revelation given 
through Joseph Smith were fulfilled, 
that should not be, for the day and 
date being given they declared that 
it should fail. The general feeling 
in the Church, so far as I know, was 
that, under the circumstances, it was 
impossible to accomplish the work; 
and the Lord would accept the will 


for the deed. This was the feeling 
of Father Smith, the father of the 
Prophet. Joseph was not with us f 
he was in chains in Missouri, for his 
religion. When President Young 
asked the question of the Twelve, 
"Brethren, what will you do about 
this ?" the reply was, " The Lord has 
spoken and it is for us to obey/' We 
felt that the Lord God had given the 
commandment and we had faith to 
go forward and accomplish it, feeling 
that it was His business whether we 
lived or died in its accomplishment. 
We started tor Missouri, There were 
two wagons, I had one and took 
brother Pratt and President Young 
in mine ; brother Cutler, one of the 
building committee, had the other. 
We reached Far West and laid the 
corner stone according to the revela- 
tion that had been given to us. We 
cut off apostates and those who had 
sworn away the lives of the brethren. 
We ordained Darwin Cbaseand Nor- 
man Shearer into the Seventies, 
Brother George A, Smith and myself 
were ordained iuto the quorum of 
the Twelve on the corner stone of 
the Temple ; we had been called be- 
fore, but not ordained. We then 
returned, nobody having molested or 
made us afraid We performed that 
work by faith, and the Lord blessed 
us in doing it The devil, however, 
tried to kill us, for before we started 
for England everyone of the Twelve 
was taken sick, and it was about as 
much as we could do to move or stir* 
I had travelled in Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, Kentucky and Arkansas for 
two or three years, and that, too, 
during the sickly season, where they 
were not well enough to take care of 
the sick, and I hud never had the 
ague. But upon this occasion I was 
taken with the ague, the first time in 
my life. All the Twelve had some* 
thing the matter with them. But we 
had to travel sick; we had to travel 
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by faith in order to fulfil the mission 
to which we had been called by reve- 
lation. But the Lord sustained us; 
He did not forsake us. 

We went to England, and we bap- 
tized, in the year 1810, something 
like seven thousand people, and esta- 
blished churches in almost all the 
principal cities in the kingdom. 
Brother Pratt established a '.branch 
in Edinburgh, Scotland. Brother 
Kimball, George A. and myself, 
built up a branch in London, and 
several branches in the south of Eng- 
land* We baptized eighteen hundred 
persons in the south of England in 
seven months; out of that number 
two hundred were preachers belonging 
to different denominations of that 
land. We opened an emigration 
office, published the Book of Mormon 
and gathered many to Zion. God 
was with us, and I mav say that He 
has been in all the labors of this 
Church and kingdom. 

In the pioneer journey, c imiiig 
here, ire had to come by faith; we 
knew nothing about this country, 
but we intended to come io the moun- 
tains, Joseph had organized a com- 
pany to come here, before his death. 
He had these things before him, and 
understood them perfectly. God had 
revealed to him the future of this 
Church and kingdom, and bad told 
him, from time to time, that the 
work of which ho was laving the 
foundation would become an ever- 
lasting kingdom — would remain for 
ever, President Young led the pio- 
neers to this conn ry. He had faith 
to believe that the Lord would sus- 
tain us. All who travelled hit Iter at 
that time h*d this faith. The Spirit 
of God was with us, the Holy Ghost 
was with us, and the ange s of the ; 
Lord were with us And we were 
blessed. All, and more than we an- 
ticipated, in coming here, has been 
realized, as far as time would permit* 
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When the Mormon Battalion was 
called for by the Uoitetl States, we 
were in our exile, having been driven 
from our homes, our country and 
graves of our fathers, from lauds we 
had bought of the United States 
Govern merit, for o^r religion, into 
the wilderness. The Govern rgeut 
made a demand upon us for five 
hundred men to go to the Mexican 
war. I do not suppose that they ex- 
pected we would furnish them, but w.« 
did, and we did it by faith. Five 
hundred men, the strength of Israel, 
were sent to fight the battles of their 
couutry, leaving their wives, children 
and teams on the prairie. They had 
to exercise faith, and so had we who 
remained, believing it would turn out 
for the best, and it has proved jo. 
Every member of that battalion who 
has remained faithful has always re- 
joiced, from that day to this, that lie 
was a member thereof. It lias proved 
a blessing to him, and it proved sal- 
vation to Zion. 

I have referred to these things to 
show that hitherto, in onr labors to 
build up the Church and kingdom of 
God upon the earth, we have had to 
labor by faith. It is still requisite* 
God has called upon us to wain this 
generation. He has set His hand to 
establish Zion — the great Zion of 
God — about which the prophets have 
said so much. No prophet has spoken 
more pointedly on this subject than 
Isaiah. Oar drivings from Missouri, 
our persecutions, our travels along 
the Platte River, the manner of our 
coming to the mountains of Israel, 
our return again to the land of Zion 
and the building of the Temple in 
Jackson county have all been spoken 
of by Isaiah as well as by all the 
prophets who have spoken concerning 
the Zion of the latter days. 

We have exercised faith in the 
carrying out of these promises and 
in the fulfilling of those revelations 
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of God mi to us. We have walked 
and lived by faith, precisely the 
same as the Apostles, prophets and 
Saints have done in every dispensa- 
tion and age of the world j for there 
is one remarkable feature with re- 
gard to the work of God, and that is, 
it has always been unpopular in every 
age and generation. The Lord 1ms 
never sent a message to the inhabi- 
tants of the earth but what it lias 
been despised, in a great measure, by 
most of them. As it was in the days 
of Noah and Lot, so shall it be in 
the days of the corning of the Sun of 
Man. In the days ot Noah there 
were eight souls saved, after one 
hundred and twenty years' !aU>r in 
reaching and building the Ark, 
In the days of Lot but very few left 
the city of Sodom, Lot and his 
family left, and we are told that his 
wife was turned into a pillar of salt ; 
and what the angels had told Lot 
■concerning Sodom and Gomorrah 
camo to piss — fire and brimstone 
were sent down from heaven upon 
them and they were destroyed. 

The work of Cjd and the Gospel 
of Christ have always been unpopular. 
Take t lie life of the Savior himself. 
There is a fair example. Trace him 
from the day he was born until his 
death, and who were his friends? A 
few illiterate fishermen. Jesns Christ 
came to the house of Judah and they 
(rejected him; and Jerusalem, Judea, 
and the inhabitants of all the region 
round about rose up against him with 
the exception of a few poor mcif and 
women. 8 till he was the Savior of 
the world, the great Shiloh of Israel, I 
the great King of the Jews. That 
is a fair ensample of the way in 
which the work of God has been re- , 
ceived in every age and dispensation. 
All that Jesus said concerning the 
Jews has come to pass to the very 
letter; not one jot or tittle has fallen 
unfulfilled. Their history for tho 
No. 1L 


last eighteen hundred years, until the 
present day, has been a remarkable 
ensign to the nations of the eait » of 
the truth of the Bible an 1 of the 
truth of the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, and of him being the Savior 
of the world. AH that he said con- 
cerning them and all that Mos:*s pre- 
dicted concerning their dispersion 
and about their being driven, as corn 
is sifted through a sieve, among the 
nations; about the manner in which 
their women did evil to the eh i Urea 
of their own bosoms when jerus dom 
was surrounded by the linnan artny, 
when it was taken find over two mil- 
lions of its inhabitants were destroyed 
by sword, pestilence and famine, lias 
been fulfilled. All these things have 
been in strict fulfilment of the say- 
ings of M ises and Jesns e meeruing 
them.. When the Savior was sen- 
tenced to death they cried, " Let his 
blood be upon us and upon our child- 
ren;" and they have been trampled 
under foot by the whole Gen de w rid 
for the last eighteen hundred years. 
In their affliction and pt_ retentions 
tiny have had to suffer almost b y* nd 
the endurance of man, and imrii the 
last few years have scare ly had the 
right of citizenship in a y « utioa 
under heaven — except in the Ua red 
States, All that lias been spoken 
concerning them has had its fuldl- 
ment as fast as time would admit 

It is so with regard to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in the lathi '1 ivs. 
If they called the master of ihe Ihmse 
Ueelzebub, will they not hay tho 
same of his household: Tnr\ Miid 
that he cast out devils by Be Iz -ub, 
the prince of devils, they s uo h ■ vaa 
a pestilent fellow and a stirrer- up of 
sedition and strife, still he was the 
Savior of the world. 

This principle of unbehet has ex- 
isted in every age; it exists to-day. 
The Elders of Israel have had to 
contend with thia power of darkness, 
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with persecution, oppression, ridicule 
and opposition from those who should 
have received their message — a mes- 
sage which was for the good and 
salvation of those who rejected it 
The Jews should have received the 
testimony of Christ, but as a nation 
they rejected it Our experience has 
been very similar to that of Jesus 
and his Apostles. We have had to 
labor by faith. We have had to 
exercise faith in the revelations that 
have been given to us in the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants and Book of 
Mormon, as well as in the Bible. 
These revelations portray what lies 
before us as a people. The fate of 
this nation and the nations of the 
earth has been portrayed by the 
ancient prophets in the Book of Mor- 
mon and Biblr. Isaiah has told us 
what will come to pass in the latter j 
days concerning those who fight 
against Mount Zion and against the 
children uf Zion. Every weapon 
will be broken, every nation that will 
not serve Zion shall be utterly wasted 
away, suith the Lord ; for the Lord 
will fight in defence of the land of 
Zion. He will establish the kingdom 
that Daniel saw, in fact that kingdom 
has been established; the Zion of 
God has been set up, the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
has been established by revelation 
from Jesus Christ in our day and 
generation ; aud we are called to build 
it up, we are called to perform its 
work. As I have often remarked, 
the Gods, the angels, the whole 
^ heavens, all the good men, all the 
spirits of the just that dwell in the 
eternal world are watching with vast 
interest the labors of this people. 

Tiiey are not perfect without us, 
we are not perfect without them. 
There is no period m the whole history 
of the world, no dispensation of God 
to man, that is fraught with such . 
interest as the dispensation in which 
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we live ; there never has been. Ho 
prophets, no apostles or inspired men 
in any age of the world ever had tho 
privilege of laying the foundation of 
the Zion of God to remain on the earth 
1 to be thrown down no more for ever. 
In every other dispensation of the 
world the people have risen up against 
God and His Christ, against the king- 
dom and against the Priesthood , and 
have overthrown the messengers of 
heaven, and put to death every man 
who has borne the kingdom of God, 
and the kingdom has been taken from 
the earth. This is true of every age, 
except that of Enoch. He built up 
a kingdom and gathered together the 
people after laboring aud preaching 
three hundred and sixty -five yearn. 
He perfected a city, which was called 
the city of the Zion of God. Bat 
behold and Jo, the nations of the 
earth awoke and found that Zion had 
fled! The Lord took it to Himself; 
took it away from the earth. The 
people were righteous; they had be- 
come sanctified and the Lord t ook 
them away out of the power of the 
wicked. Zion could not remain on 
the earth ; there was not power suffi- 
cient to withstand the assaults of the 
wicked j or if there was, the time had 
not come when the Lord would make 
use of the children of men ; or there 
were not enough of the children of 
men willing to take hold aud mani- 
fest those principles in their lives so 
that they could remain on the earth. 
But in the latter days he will do so. 
He has sworn it by Himself, because 
there is none greater to swear by. 
He has declared it through the mouth 
of every prophet that has ever lived 
on the earth, whose writings we pos- 
sess, both in the Bible and Book of 
Mormon, as well as in those glurious 
revelations in the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants given through the 
mouth of Josfph Smith the prophet. 
These sayings are true. AVe as a 
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people should exercise faith in them, 
u© matter what may be transpiring 
in the outside world. We have had 
the powers of wicked men and devils 
to contend with. We may say that 
the devil is mad ; lie is stirred up 
against Zion ; he knows that his 
reign will last but a little season 
longer. 

This arch enemy of God and man, 
called the devil, the 11 Son of the 
Morning," who dwells here on the 
earth, is a personage of great power; 
be has great influence and knowledge. 
Ho understands that if this kingdom, 
which Ite rebelled against in heaven, 
prevails on the earth, there will be 
no dominion here for him. He has 
great influence over the children of 
men ; lie labors continually to destroy 
them. Ho labored to destroy them 
in heaven; he labored to destroy 
the works of God in heaven, and he 
had to be cast out. He is here, 
mighty among the children of men. 
There is a vast number of fallen 
spirits cast out with him, here on 
the earth. They do not die and dis- 
appear; they have not bodies only 
as they enter the tabernacles of men. 
They have not organized bodies, and 
are not to be seen with the sisrht of 
the eye. But there are many evil 
spirits amongst us, and they labor to 
overthrow the Church and kingdom 
of God* There never was a prophet 
in any age of the world but what the 
devil was continually nt his elbow. 
This was the case with Jesus himself. 
The devil followed him continually 
trying to draw him from his purposes 
and to prevent him carrying out the 
great work of God. Yoa see this 
manifested when he took Jesus on 
to the loftiest pinnacle of the temple 
and showed him all the glory of the 
world, telling him that he would 
give him all this if he would fall 
down and worship him. The poor 
de vil did cot own a foot of land nor 


anything else ! The earth was made 
by and belonged to the Lord and was 
His footstool. Yet the devil offered 
that to Jesus which was not his own. 
Jesus s?iid unto him,** Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan," 

Tins same character was with the 
disciples as well as with their master. 
He is with the Latter-day Saints; 
and he or his emissaries are with all 
men trying to lead them astray. He 
rules in the hearts of the inhabitants 
of the earth. They are governed 
and guided by him far more tnan by 
the power of God. This is strange, 
still it is true. See the wickedness 
in the world- See Hie abominations 
with which the earth is deluged, 
causing it to groan under the burden- 
Where does this evil como from? 
TYom the works of the devil. Every- 
thing that leads to good is from God 3 
while everything that leads to evil is* 
from the devil. Here are the Iwtf 
powers. How many on the earth 
are honoring God, acknowledging 
His hand in all things and keeping 
His commandments? Very jew. 
Just the same to-day as in the days 
of Noah. We read ttiat one of a 
family and two of a city will be 
gathered to Zion in the last days. 
Out of twelve hundred millions, that 
dwell on the fhco of the earth, we, 
after forty years' labor, have succeeded 
in gathering a few thousands toge- 
ther to the valleys of the mountains. 
The numbers are very few; but this 
few should be faithful. 

List Sabbath, those who were here 
listened to a discourse from brother 
George Q. Cannon, in which he de- 
livered his testimony concerning 
Joseph Smith and President Young. 
I thought to myself, it seemed a 
kind of a queer idea that, at this 
late date, one of the Apostles should 
he called upon to stand up in the 
sacred desk and defend the charac- 
ters of these men as prophets and 
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Apostles. Yet so it was, and these 
things are necessary. 

Joseph Smith was what he pro- 
fessed to be, a prophet of God, a seer 
and re vela tor. He laid the founda- 
tion of this Church and kingdom, 
and lived long enough to deliver the 
keys of the kingdom to the Elders of 
Israel, unto the Twelve Apostles, He 
spent the last winter of his life, 
fiome three or four months, with the 
Quorum of the Twelve, teaching 
them. It was not merely a few 
hours ministering to them the ordi- 
nances of ]frhe Gospel ; but he spent 
day after day, week after week and 
month after month, teaching them 
and a few others the things of the 
kingdom of God. Said he, during 
that period, "I now rejoice, I have 
lived until I have seen this burden, 
which has rested on my shoulders, 
rolled on to the shoulders of other 
men ; now the keys of the kingdom 
are planted on the earth to l>e taken 
away no more for ever," But until 
he had done this, they remained with 
him; and hnd he been taken away 
they would have had to be restored 
by messengers out of heaven. But 
he lived until every key, power and 
principle of the holy Priesthood 
was sealed on the Twelve and on 
President Young, as their President. 
He told us that he was going away 
to- leave us, going away to rest Said 
he, " You have to round up your 
shoulders to bear up the kingdom. 
No matter what becomes of me, I 
have desired to see that Temple built, 
hut I shall not live to see it You will j 
you are called upon to bear off this 
kingdom." This language was plain 
enough, bat we did not understand 
it any more than the disciples of 
Jesus when he told them he was 
going away, and that if he went not 
the Comforter would not come. It 
was just so with Joseph. He said 
this time after time to the Twelve 


and to the Female Relief Societies 
and in his public discourse*; but 
none of us seemed to nnd erst and 
that he was going to seal his testi- 
mony with his blood, but so it was* 
What he said to us and the Church 
we have had to perform. Joseph 
Smith was a good man, a prophet of 
God, His works are before the 
world; they are before the eyes of 
the nation ; they are before the hea- 
vens and the earth. The foundation 
that he laid we have built upon until 
the present day ; ;ind that foundation 
no power on earth or in hell will ever 
be able to remove. That Church and 
kingdom of God that is planted here 
in these valleys of the mountains 
will remain on the earth until the 
little stone Daniel saw will hecome a 
mountain and fill the earth — until 
the reign of Jesus is supreme and 
universal. 

It startles men when they hear 
the Elders of Israel tell about the 
kingdoms of this world becoming 
the kingdom of our God and His 
Christ. They say it is treason for 
men to teach that the kingdom Daniel 
saw is going to be set up, and bear 
rule over the whole earth. Is it 
treason for God Almighty to govern 
the earth? Who made it? God, 
did He not ? Who made you ? God, 
if you have any eternal Father. Well, 
whose right is it to rule and rt igu 
over you and the earth? It does 
not belong to the devil, nor to men. 
It has never been given to men yet ; 
it has never been given to the na- 
tions. It belongs solely to God and 
He is coming to rule and reign over 
it When will that be? it may 
not be perfected until Chi is t comes 
in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory to reward every man 
according to the deeds done in the 
body. That kingdom, the germ of 
which is planted here, will continue 
to grow and wiU never be overthrown. 


As I said before, no matter what 
takes place outside of this Territory 
— we as Latter-day Saints should 
exercise faith in God, for just as sure 
as God was true to Daniel, Moses, 
Noah, Enoch and to the prophets 
an 1 Apostles, so will He be true to 
us; so will He be trae to His word 
in these latter days and will fulfill all 
He has said. 

This is the work we have to per- 
form. It is a good work, a great 
work, a glorious work, and one in 
which the Latter-day Saints should 
rejoice, for it confers upon them the 
privilege of being instruments in 
the hands of God of helping to build 
up His kingdom on the earth. This 
should give us joy, and the promises 
made to us in connection with this 
work ought to sustain us and give 
us hope, joy and consolation, 

I have been happy since I formed 
the acquaintance of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ: I was never satisfied 
until I found the I/itter-day Saints. 
In my boyhood I could read in the 1 
Bible and New Testament of a people 
who had power with God, who had 
the gifts and graces, who cuuld com- 
mand the elements and they obeyed 
them; who had power to heal the 
sick, and had the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost imparted unto them by God 
himself. That was the kind of ic» 
ligion I always desired to live to see. 
I desired to live to see a prophet and 
an Apostle, or some man who was in- 
spired of God who could teach me 
the way to be saved. I have lived 
to see that day. 1 rejoice in it for I 
I know it is true. I know this work 
is true, I know it is the kingdom i 
of God, as you do, and as all men 
do who have received the testimony 
of the Holy Spirit and have been 
faithful for themselves. 

As to President Young his labors 
have been with us. It has been re- 
marked sometimes, by certain indi- 


viduals, that President Young has 
said in public that he was not a pro- 
phet nor the son of a prophet. I 
have travelled with him since 1833 
I or the spring of 1834; * have tra- 
velled a good many thousand miles 
with him and have heard him preach 
a great many thousand sermons j but 
I have never heard him make that 
remark in my life. He is a prophet, 
I am a prophet, you are, and anybody 
| is a prophet who has the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, for that is the spirit 
ot prophecy. The Elders of Israel 
are prophets. A prophet is not so 
great as an Apostle. Christ has set 
in his Church, first, Apostles; they 
hold the keys of the kingdom of 
God. Any man who has* travelled 
with President Younnj knows he is a 
prophet of God. He has foretold a 
great many things that have come to 
pass. All the Saints who are well 
acquainted with him know that he ia 
governed and controlled by the power 
of God and the revelations of Jesus* 
Christ His works are before the 
world; they are before the heavens ; 
before the earth ; before the wicked 
as well as the righteous; and it is 
the influence of President Young 
that the world is opposed to. This 
Priesthood, these keys of the king- 
dom of God that have been sealed 
; upon him, the world is at war against; 
let them say what they may, theso 
1 things are what they are at enmity 
with. Their present objection to the 
Latter-day Saints, they say, is plu- 
rality of wives. It is this principle 
they are trying to raise a persecution 
against now. But how was it in 
Missouri, Kittland, Jackson county, 
Far West, Caldwell county, in all our 
drivings and afflictions, before this 
principle was revealed to the Church ? 
Certainly it was not polygamy then. 
No, it was prophets, it was revela- 
tion, it was the organization of an 
institution founded by revelation from 
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God, They did not believe in that, 
and that was the objection in those 
days. If we were to do away with 
polygamy, it would only be one 
feather in the bird, one ordinance in 
the Church and kingdom. J> away 
with that, then we must do away with 
prophets and Apostles, with revel a. 
tion and the gifts and graces of the 
Gospel, and finally give up our re- 
ligion altogether and turn sectarians 
and do as the world does, then nil 
would be right Wo just can't do 
that, for God has commanded us to 
build up His kingdom and to bear 
onr testimony to the nations of the 
earth, and we are going to do it, 
come life or come death. He has 
told us to do thus, and we shall obey 
Him in days to come as we have in 
days past. 

Brethren and sisters, let us exercise 
faith; the aucient prophets lived by 
faith ; it is as necessary for us as for 
them, I believe what God has said 
will be f Hilled. I believe the Book 
of Mormon and the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants will be fulfilled, and 
all the promises and prophecies made 
by the faithful servants of God* When 
any man speaks as he is moved upon 
by the Holy Ghost, that is the word 
of God to the people; and though 
the heavens and the earth pnss away, 
not ono jot or tittle of the word of 
God will fall unfulfilled, I care not 
whether it l)e by His own voice out 
of the heavens; by the ministration 
of angels; by the voice of a prophet, 
or by the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost throng! i His servants, it is the 
word of God to the people, it is 
truth and it will have its effect and 
fulfilment Everything that has been 
communicated to us by revelation I 
believe to be true; many of them I 
know. 1 have faith and knowledge 
both in a degree. I want more ; I 
wish for more, and all I ask is that 
the Lord will enable me to be faith- 


ful. I wish eternal life. I want sal- 
vation. This is the object of ray 
life; for this 1 embraced "Mormon- 
ism." This is the principle that has 
sustained me from the time I entered 
this Church and kingdom. This 
hope sustained me when I shouldered 
my knapsack and went forth to 
travel and preach without purse or 
scrip, thousands of miles through 
the United States. This principle of 
inspiration has sustained the Elders 
of Israel in every age of the world. 
It is that which sustained Joseph 
Smith from the day he commenced 
his career as a servant of God until 
the time that he sealed his testimony 
with his blond. Homebody has got to 
pay the bill for the shedding uf that 
innocent blood. Shedding innocent 
blood has cost the Jews eighteen 
hundred years of suffering, mourning, 
woe and destruction; it has cost this 
nation alteady four years of war, 
with two millions of men laid in the 
dust, and four thousand million dol- 
lars in money; and woe be to that 
nation, tongue or people that sheds 
the blood of the Saints of God, or 
undertakes to oppose the work of 
God in this or any other generation. 
They will have to reap whit they 
sow; for what you sow you will reap, 
and the reward you mete will bo re- 
warded to you again, whether you 
are Saints or sinners, in all nations, 
kindreds, tongues and people under 
the whole heavens. 

This is the position that we occupy. 
This warfare is not between man and 
man but between God and the world. 
If the Lord does not defend the Lat- 
ter-day Saints we cannot defend our- 
selves. We can do what is required 
of us, but God Himself has to defend 
Ha, He has done it and He will con- 
tinue to do it until the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, or until his king- 
dom triumphs on the earth, This is 
my faith; and I would rather, to- 


day, lay down my life, honoring the 
faith once delivered to the Saints, 
than turn round and fear men, who 
have power only to kill the body, in- 
stead of fearing Him who has power 
to cast both soul and body into hell. 
Salvation is of more consequence to 
me and to this people, and to all the 
inhabitants of the earth, than any- 
thing else. What is the world with 
its honors, gold, silver* thrones, prin- 
cipalities and powers compared with 
salvation? They all end at death, 
they are of no force after, and are of 
no moment when con i pared with 
eternal salvation, Oh, what glorious 
principles have been revealed to the 
Latter-day Saints! Where did you 
get them ? How did you obtain 
them ? Through tke voice of Joseph 
Smith and Brigham Young by reve- 
lation from God* That is the way 
we cbtained them. The principles of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ have power 
and efficacy after death; they will 
bring together men and their wives 
and children in the family organiza- 
tion and will re- unite them worlds 
without end. The power of those 
who sit upon thrones in this life will 
end at their death ; they will have no 
extra power in the world to come 
because they have occupied thrones 
in this. The Czar of Russia, the 
Emperor of France, the Queen of 
Knghmd, or any other sovereign, will 
not have any additional power in the 
world to come because of their pre- 
sent glory. It will all end with their 
death. These are the kingdoms of 
men, they arc not ordained of God. 
True, they will be held accountable j 
tor the exercise of their power here; 
God will hold them responsible for 
that, but so far as salvation and glory 
hereafter are concerned, their exalted 
positions here will not avail them 
anything. There is not a man who 
has lived since the Church went into 
the wilderness and the kingdom of 


God was taken from the earth, until 
Moroni rent the vail and gave to 
Joseph Smith the record $ of the 
Book of Mormon, and until Peter, 
James and John sealed upon him the 
keys of the holy Priesthood, who 
can claim a wife in the resurrection. 
Not one of them has been married 
for eternity, but only until death. 
But unto the Latter-day Saints the 
sealing ordinances have been revealed, 
and they will have effect after death, 
and, as I have said, will re-unite 
men and women eternally in the 
family organization* Herein is why 
these principles are a part of our 
religion, and by them husbands and 
wives, parents and children will ba 
re-united until the links in the chain 
are re-united back to Father Adam. 
We could not obtain a fullness of ce- 
lestial glory without this sealing or- 
dinance or the institution cal ed the 
patriarchal order of marriage, which 
is one of the most glorious principles 
of our religion. I would just as lief 
the United States Government would 
pass a law against my being baptized 
for the remission of my sins, or 
against my receiving the Holy Ghost, 
as against my practi-ing the patri- 
archal order of marriage, I would 
just as lief they would take away anj 
other principle of the Gospel as this* 
The opinion of men generally, in 
relation to this subject, in *hat the 
Latter-day Saints practise it for the 
gratification of their carnal desires; 
but such ideas are wholly untrue. 
The world seek after this; but the 
Saints of God practise this principle 
that they may partake of eternal 
lives, that they may have wives and 
posterity in the world to come and 
throughout the endless ages of 
eternity, 

God promised to Abraham that his 
seed should be as numerous as the 
stars in the heaven or as the sands 
on the sva- shore. We ail know, 


168 JOUAN.AL OF 

from rendtrg the history of Abraham, 
that this promise has not been fuh 
filled, for you may take one square 
yard of sand on the sea-shore, and 
the grains it would contain would be 
more numerous than all the inhabi- 
tants that ever lived ou the earth; 
hence this promise of the Lord could 
not be fulfilled if, as the Christian 
world imagine, the marriage relation 
ceases with the termination of this 
lile, and that after the resurrection 
there is no increase. Cut in the re- 
surrection there will be no end to the 
increase of Abraham, it will continue 
through all eternity. 

These are some of the principles of 
the Gospel God has revealed to us. 
Are they not worth living for and 
having faith in? They are. Then 
do not fear because of the wicked. 
We have every thing to encourage 
lis. The Latter-clay Saints should be 
faithful We should live our religion 
and \ e true and faithful to our cove- 
nants. Wc should magnify our call- 
ings as Apost?ep, Elders and Saints, 
before God, angels and men. We 
have but little time to work, and we 
should work while it is called to day; 
by and by night comes when no man 
can work. When the vision of my 
mind is opened and I gaze abroad 
upon this generation, I many times 
feel to mourn in my spirit to see the 
darkness and unbelief and the care- 
lessness of man with regard to his 
future and eternal state. Instead of 
seeking with all their powers to 
secure to themselves eternal life they 
seem to be doing their utmost to turn 
the last key to seal their condemna- 
tion and to make themselves the sons 
of perdition. They will labor to 
shed innocent blood and to destroj* 
the Church and kingdom of God on 
the earth. This is one of the prompt- 
ings ot the evil one- 
There are two things which have 
always followed apostates in eveiy 
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age of the world, and especially in 
our day. In the early days of the 
Church, in Kirtland, as soon as men 

! apostatized from the Church and 
kingdom of God, they immediately 
began to fear their fellow men, and 
to fancy their lives were in danger. 
Another peculiarity common to apos- 
tates was that they desired to kill 
those who had been their benefactors. 
This was the case with the Higbees, 
Laws and others with regard to the 
Prophet Joseph, when they turned 
against him, they sought with all 
their powers to take away his life. 
Not only were th'*y afraid of their 
own lives, but they sought to take 
his, and they eventually succeeded, 
and woe is their doom. What would 
they not give in exchange for their 
souls? But no matter, they cannot 
redeem them. This spirit always 
accompanies the apostates. What 
are they afraid of ? There is some- 

! thing they do not understand or 
comprehend; they walk in the dark, 
and by and by they will unite with 
the wicked and try to overthrow the 
very work they have been trying to 
build up. 

This spirit has always been with 
the enemies of righteousness. The 
devil seeks to overthrow the kingdom 
ef God and the Saints, and he always 
will do it as long as he has any power 
on the earth ; therefore wo should bo 
united. We should be faithful and 
labor hard to do what we have to do, 
and not put off anything for the 
building up of the kingdom of God. 
We should obey all the ordinances 

, we can for ourselves and our children; 
for the living and the dead. We 
should attend to these things as we 
go along, and when we get through 
with our work and into the spirit 
world, we may look back and be 
sat is tied with our labors. There is a 
great deal for the Latter day Saints 
to do. We have done a good deal, 


but the work is only just commenced. 
Zion is not what she must be; Zion 
is growing. 8 he has grown since we 
came to the valleys of the moan- ; 
tains. We have done something for 
the living; we have warned the na- 
tions; the garments of many of us 
are clear of the blood of this genera- 
tion. It cannot rise in judgment 
against Joseph Smith, Brigham Young 
or the Twelve Apostles, nor against 
thousands of the Elders of this Church 
and kingdom. We have lifted up 
our voices day and niiilit ; we have 
preached to millions of our fellow, 
men and have travelled hundreds of 
thousands of miles to offer this Gos- 
pel to the nations of the earth. Still 
they have turned against us, and a 
great many of them have sought our | 
overthrow. They will receive their 
reward and we shall receive ours* 

What joy, consolation and satis- 
faction it will be to the Apostles, 
Elders and Saints of God, of this , 
day, who remain true and faithful to 
the end, having become members of 
the Church of the Firstborn, and 
been valiant in the testimony of 
Jesus, when they meet Father Adam, 
Enoch, Jacob, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Jesus 
and the Apostles, how great their joy 
will he! They labored in their day 
for the work of God, and their toils 
are over; we are having our day and 
our labor. By and by we shall meet 
and mingle in the eternal world. 
How fast we pass away ! Where is 
brother Heber, whom we used to see 
so often in our midst here and in 
the Endowment House? In the 
spirit world. Brother Willard, Joseph, 
Hyrnm, David Patten, Jedediah, 
Parley Pratt, and brother Benson 
among the rest, have gone. We 
shall all go pretty soon, we thai! not 


remain a great while Our labors in 
; this life are short, and we shall soon 
pass to the other side of the vail. 
Our children, the rising generation, 
will possess the kingdom; on them 
the labor of rolling on the work of 
God will rest, until the kingdom and 
the greatness of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven will be given to the 
Saints of the Most High and they 
will possess it for ever and ever, and 
the meek will inherit the earth. Let 
us be diligent, let us be faithful ; let 
us labor while it is ca lied to-day, that 
we may be counted worthy to receive 
a reward that will satisfy us in the end, 
I pray that God will bless us, that 
He will pour out His Spirit upon us 
and give us the testimony of Jesus 
Christ; that we may guard our wel- 
fare and watch ourselves that our feet 
may not slip. It is an awful thing 
for a man, in any generation, to re- 
ceive this Gospel, to taste the good 
word of God and the powers of the 
world to come, and thin turn away 
and lose the testimony of Jesus and 
turn against God ; such a man's con- 
dition is worse than his wh o never 
beard the Gospel of Christ He 
will lament and mourn, and that, too, 
| without ever receiving redemption. 
Such individuals cannot be redeemed 
and restored to that which they have 
forfeited. It is far better to receive 
the Gospel and be faithful in the 
midst of all opposition. If we con- 
tinue so, when we meet with the 
I fathers we can rejoice with them and 
partake of the same kingdom and the 
same glory, quickened by the same 
spirit, having kept the same law and 
been preserved thereby. 
I May God bless us all and help us 
to overcome the world, the flesh and 
the devil, for Jesus sake. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, 
Delivered rx the >~ew Tabernacle, Salt Lake Citv, May 2£>, 1870. 


(Reported by David IF. Evans.) 

THE SOURCE OF INTELLIGENCE, ETC. 


If I can have your attention I will 
talk to you a few minutes. Speaking 
as much as I haves in public makes 
me feel most forcibly that I have 
both stomach and lungs, hence I 
would like to have stillness in the 
house. I see some sisters vvithd raw- 
ing in consequence of their children 
not being quiet; J am very much 
obliged to them, and trust that others 
will do likewise if they cannot keep 
their children still. 

I am not in the habit of making 
many apologies nor very many pre- 
liminaries when I speak to a congre- 
gation. Sometimes I feel to say a 
few words that might be called apolo- 
getic in rising to address a congrega- 
tion, having that timidity which most 
men feel on such occasions. I have 
seen few public speakers in my life! 
who were capable of rising and speak- 
ing directly upon a subject, unless it 
had been studied or perhaps written 
beforehand. To ppeak extempore, on 
the impulse of the moment, without 
reflection, requires considerable steadi- 
ness of the nerve. This is a matter 
that I have reflected upon a good 
deal, for in my experience I have 
learned that there is a modest timidity 
in the feelings of almost all persons 
I ever saw when called upon to speak to 
their fellow- beings. This is frequently 
the case in private circles as well as 
before the public. I think I under- 
stand the reason of it; it is a matter 
which I have studied, I find myself 


here on this earth, in the midst of 
intelligence. I ask myself and Wis- 
dom, where has this intelligence 
come from ? Who has produced and 
brought into existence, I will say, 
this intelligent congregation assem- 
bled here this afternoon? We are 
here, but whence have vve come? 
Where did we belong before coming 
here ? Have we dropped accidentally 
from some of the planets on to this 
earth without order, law or rule? 
Perhaps some, in their reflections, 
have come to this conclusion, and 
think that is all that is known in 
relation to this matter. I inquire 
where is this intelligence from which 
I see, more or less, in every being, 
and before which I shrink when at- 
tempting to address a congregation ? 
I ask the question of my friends, my 
brethren and of every man that lives: 
Suppose that you, through duty, are 
called to speak to a private family, 
to a small congregation, or even to 
children in a Sunday school, do you 
not feel this same timidity ? Where 
is the man who can rise to address 
children without feeling this same 
modesty ? I have seen a very few 
in my life who could rise before a 
congregation, in a prayer meeting, or 
go on the stage of a theatre, or any- 
where else, and speak with perfect 
ease and cunSdeiice, I think they 
have great reason to be thankful for 
their self-confidence; but where they 
obtained it or whether it is inherent, 
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whether they are destitute of real 
refinement or have a surplus of it, it 
is not for rae to say. I know that I 
<Io not possess this faculty. When I 
speak to fi congregation I know that 
I am speaking to the intelligence 
that is from above. This intelligence 
which is within you and me is from 
heaven. In gazing upon the intelli- 
gence reflected in the countenances of 
my fellow-beings, I gaze upon the 
intake of Him whom I worship — the 
God I serve. I see His image and a 
certain amount of His intelligence 
there. I feel it within myself My 
nature shrinks at the divinity we see 
in others. This is the cause of tnat 
timidity to which I have referred, 
which I experience when rising to 
address a congregation. 

I rise with pleasure this afternoon 
to speak to my friends, brethren and 
sisters, and to the strangers who are 
here; and I will take the liberty of 
looking at my people — my brethren 
and sisters, as they are, and we will 
look at each other as we are. I 
look at others as they are, and we will 
look at each other as we are. We 
will chat a little together, and [ will 
give both Saints and strangers a few 
of my views. First to the Saints, I 
will say that you and I have pro- 
fessed to believe in God who reigns 
in the heavens, who formed the earth 
and the planets. No matter whether 
He rules the celestial, terrestrial or 
telestial, you and I have professed 
to believe in that Supreme Being 
who has set this machine in motion. 
He governs by law. He has reduced 
His offspring, His legitimate offspring, 
to all the sin, darkness, death and 
misery that we find on this earth ; 
He has also provided means and, in 
connection with the attributes He has 
implanted within us, has instituted 
ordinances which, if we will receive 
and improve upon, will enable us to 
return back into His presence. I 


say to the Latter-day Saints, live 
your religion! Live so that the 
Spirit of the Lord wiH dwell within 
you, that you may know for a surety 
and certainty that God lives. For 
me to tell you that there is a God in 
heaven, that Jesus Christ is the Sa- 
vior of the world; fur me to tell you 
that Jesus will give his holy Spirit 
to them that believe on him and 
obey his Gospel, would be fruitless 
to you unless you obey his require- 
ments. I know that the Latter-day 
Saints are looted upon by the world 
as dupes — as a low, degraded, imbe- 
cile race, and that we arc so unwise 
and short-sighted, a > vain and foolish, 
that through the great amount of en- 
thusiasm within us, we have embraced 
an error, and have been duped by 
Joseph Smith. You who have obeyed 
the principles he preached know 
whether you are deceived or not. I 
know for myself and you know for 
yourselves. 

Now let me ask you, if you trust 
to my faith, to my word-* and teach- 
ings, counsel and advise, and do not 
seek after the Lord to have His Spirit 
to guide and direct you, can I not 
deceive you, cini I not lead you into 
error ? Look at this and see to what 
mischief it would lead, and what 
an amount of evil could be done to a 
people if they did not live so that the 
Spirit of the Lord would dwell with 
them that they might know these 
things for themselves. It is my re- 
quest, my prayer, exhortation, fa th, 
wish and earnest desire that the Lat- 
ter-day Saints will live their religion, 
and that they will teach their children 
all things pertaining to God and god- 
liness, that they mny grow up into 
Christ, their living head. 
, I would ask of my friends or foes, 
no matter which — I mean those who 
do not believe as I do — those who 
look upon us as a set of fanatics, I 
would ask a few questions of the 
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world of mankind, of the greatest 
philosophers, of the greatest geniuses, 
and of the. men of the most profound 1 
knowledge on the face of the earth, 
Can yon tell me where you get your 
knowledge? Say some, "The school- 
master tanght me thus and so; my 
mother taught me thus and so; or I 
have learned it from books," Can 
yon tell mo the origin of this know- 
ledge? Can you direct me where I 
can go and get the same knowledge? 
Was this inherent in you? Was it 
developed without any* nourishment, 
or instruction — without the life find 
mtel licence which came from the 
visit >n of the mind ? Ask the me- 
chanic — Who influenced you to bring 
forth this and that improvement in 
mechanism ? Who influenced Pro* 
feasor Morse to believe that he could 
stretch a wire round this building or 
any other, and then, by applying a 1 
battery at one end of the wire, that 
he could receive an answer at the 
other? Who taught Robert Fulton 
$ that he could apply steam so as to 
propel a vessel? Did his mother, 
his schoolmaster or his preacher tell 
him this ? No, he would Jiave spurned 
the idea* 

Now, all this is in my remenibrfincc. : 
I lived near by those who assisted 
Mr. Fulton in building his steamboat 
He could not be dissuaded, by any 
me:ms, to desist from his operations. 
I ask what was it that influenced the 
mind of Fulton in this direction ? It 
was that invisible influence or intel- 
ligence that comes from our Creator, 
day by day, and night by night, in 
dreams and visions of the mind. " I 
see it, I know it," said he, I recol- 
lect him telling some of our neigh- 
bors who assisted him in building the 
* first steam- vessel that ever was built, 
"I know that 1 can apply steam so 
as to propel this vessel from here to 
New York. I know it just as well 
as I live/' I recollect a Mr. Curtis, 
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a carriage maker, who lived in the 
State of New York ; said he, " I have* 
a little property, and I will spend all 
I have to assist Mr. Fulton to put his 
project into successful operation, for 
I have faith in it," 

I This is a question which I would 
like the scientific and philosophic 
world to answer, Where do you get 
your knowledge from? I can answer 
! the question ; they get it from that 
Supreme Being, a portion of whose 
intelligence is in each and every one. 
They have it not independently ; it 
was not there until put there. They 
have the foundation, and they can 
i improve and add knowledge to know- 
ledge, wisdom to wisdom, light to 
{ li^jht, and intelligence to intelligence. 
This power to increase in wisdom 
and intelligence so that we can know 
things for ourselves is within every 
one of us* 

Now, I ask the wise, where did you 
get your wisdom ? Was it taught 
you? Yes, I say it was taught you. 
: By your professors in college? No, 
it was taught you by the influence of 
the spicit -that is in man, and the in- 
spiration of the Spirit of (Jod giveth 
it understanding; and every creature 
can thus add intelligence to intelli- 
gence. Wo all know that if we learn 
one page of a book to-dny, we can 
learn another to-morrow, and yet re- 
i tain that which we learned previously; 
and so we can go on step by step, * 
from day to day, improving the 
faculties with which God has endowed 
us, until we are filled with the know- 
ledge of God. 

The " Mormons" believe all this. 
I ask strangers and the philosophers 
of the world, Is there any harm in it? 
Is it any harmMbr you and me to 
exerci&e faith ii} God ? We have 
faith, we live by faith ; we came to 
these mountains by faith. We came 
here, I often say, though to the ears 
of some the expression may sound 
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rather rude, naked and barefoot, and 
comparatively this is true, Is that a 
fact? It is. Shall I explain this? I 
will in part, and I will commence by 
satisfying the cariosity of almost 
everybody that cotnes here, or with 
whom our Elders converse when 
away. A great many men and women 
have an irrepressible curiosity to 
know how many wives Brigham 
Young has. I am now going to 
gratify that curiosity by saying, 
ladies and gentlemen, I have sixteen* 
wives. Il I have any more hereafter 
it will be my good luck and the 
blessing of God, "How many children 
have you, President Young?" I 
have forty-nine living child ret*, and 
I hope to have a great many more. 
Now put that down, I impart this 
information to gratify the curiosity 
of the curious. 

"President Young, did you come 
here naked and barefoot?" I will 
M y» nearly so. *' How many of 
yonr wives bad shoes to their feet, 
after leaving every thing you had in 
the State of Illinois?" I do not 
think that mure than one or two of 
my wives had shoes to their feet 
when we came here. We bought 
buckskins ot the Indians and made 
moccasins of them. How many of 
these Elders had whole pantaloon* 
when they reached here ? I do not 
believe a dozen of them had. They 
had worked in the deal of winter 
ferrying the people acfSss the river 
until they had nothing, and they 
came here naked and barefoot, that 
is, comparatively* 

We had to have faith tA come 
here. When we met Mr. Bridger on 
the Big Sandy River, said he, " Mr. 
Young, I would give a thousand 
dollars if I knew an ear of corn 
could be ripened in the Great Basin." 
Said I, u Wait eighteen months and 
I will show yon many of them " Did 
I say this from knowledge ? No, it 


was my faith ; but we had not the 
least encouragement — from natural 
reasoning and all that we could learn 
of this country — of its sterility, its 
cold and frost, to believe that we 
could ever raise anything. But we 
traveled on, breaking the rohd 
through the mountains and building 
bridges until we arrived here, and 
then we did every tiling we could to 
sustain ourselves. Wc bad faith that 
we could raise grain ; was then* any 
harm in this? Nut at all. If we 
had not had faith, what would have 
become of us ? We would have gone 
down in unbelief, have closed up every 
resource for oar sustenance and should 
never have raised anything. I ask 
the whole world, is there any harm 
in having faith in God ? Have you 
faith? Ask Mr. Pullman if he had - 
faith that he could build a car more 
convenient than any the travelling 
community enjoyed before, and he 
will say that he had faith that he 
could build cars in which ladies and 
gentlemen might travel through the 
country with all the ease and comfort 
they could desire j and lie bhuwed 
his faith by his works, as we read of 
the ancient worthies doing You 
know James says, " Show me your 
faitli witlout works, and I will siiuw 
you my faith by my works/" Mr. 
Pullman and others can show their 
faith by their woiks. Wc show our 
faith by our works. Is th«re any 
harm in this? I ask the whule 
Christian world, is there any harm in 
believing in God, in a supreme power 
and influence ? 

The Christian world believe in 
God, but they say He has no body* 
Christianity does not teach any such 
thing. "God has no parts and He 
is without passions," say the Christian 
world. I do not read the Scriptures 
aright if this is the fact. I read that 
God loves, that God hates* I read 
that His eyes are over the works of 
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His hands; that His arm is stretched 
out to save His people; that His 
footsteps are seen among the nations 
of the earth. If He has no feet, He 
certainly can make no impression; 
if He has no hands or arms lie can- 
not reach down to save His people, 
I read that the Lord's ears are open 
to the petitions of His people; but if 
He have no ears how can He hear. 
This is the way that I read the Bible, 
and I ask, is there any harm in read- 
ing and understanding it thus ? 
Thtre are a great many infidels no*v, 
who wen* formerly among oar Chris- 
tian friends and brethren, who are 
ignoring the Bible in their public 
schools. I do not. Is there any thing 
in the Bible that should not be read 
by the scholars in schools ? If there ; 
be, leave out such parts, or rather 
replace the language there used, with 
phraseology more in accordance with 
modem usage, so that the principles 
contained in the Bible may be taught 
in your catechisms or other books. 
I know that there is some plain talk 
in the Bible, plainer than I heard 
this morning; but that plain taik 
was the custom of the ancients. The 
mere phraseology there used is not of 
much consequence, it is the true 
principle which that book » teaches 1 
which renders it so valuable. If anv 
of you, ladies and gentlemen, were 
to step on a steamboat and cross over 
to Liverpool, you would hear language 
and sco customs that you never heard 
or saw in Yankee land. It is the 
same with regard to the Bible, the 
phraseology is that which u as cus- 
tomary centuries ago; but no matter 
what the language is, that is merely 
custom. But I will say that the 
doctrines taught in the Old and New 
Testaments concerning the will of 
God towards His children here on 
the earth; the history of what He 
las done for their salvation; the 
crdi nances which He has instituted 
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for their redemption ; the gift of His 
Son and his atonement — all these 
are true, and we, the Latter-day 
Saints, believe in them. 

Some, in their curiosity-, will say, 
* 4 But you Mormons have another 
Bible! Do you believe in the Old 
and New Testaments:" I answer 
we do believe in the Old and 
New Testaments, and we have 
also another book, called the Book of 
Mormon, What are the doctrines of 
the Book of Mormon ? The same as 
those of the Bible. "What is the 
utility of this book — the Book of 
Mormon ? Has it been of any use 
whatever to the people anywhere?" 
O, yes. "Where and when?" I 
will refer to one of the sayings of 
Jes lis recorded in the New Testament. 
Just before his crucifixion he said to 
his disciples, "Other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold; them also 
I must bring, and they shall hear 
my voice; and there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd." After his cruci- 
fixion he came to this continent, 
chose Twelve Apostles from among 
the people and sent them forth to 
preach his Gcspel, He also did many 
mighty miracles. He was seen to 
come from heaven down into the 
midst of the people. He organized 
his Church amongst them, healed the 
sick, and left his Church and Gospel 
in their mid>t, 1 am sorry to say 
that we see the descendants of this 
very people now in a very low and 
degraded state. I refer to the abo- 
rigines or native Indians of this con- 
tinent. But this is in consequence 
of their apostacy and turning from 
God, The aborigines of this country 
are the descendants of this very 
people whom Jesus visited, to whom 
he delivered his Gospel, and among 
whom lie organized his Church. They 
were obedient for over three hand red 
) ears, and served God with an undi- 
vided heart, after which they began 
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to apostatize. For three hand re 1 
years the people on the continent of 
North and South America were bene- 
fitted by the work of the Savior in 
organizing his Church and revealing 
every principle and ordinance calcu- 
lated to assist them back into the 
presence of God, Is not that good ? 

u What good does it do you, Lat- 
ter-day Saints ?" It proves that the 
Bible is trse. What do the infidel 
world say about the Bible? They 
say that the Bible is nothing better 
than last year's almanack; it is 
nothing but a fable and priestcraft, 
and it is good for nothing. The 
Book of Mormon, however, declares 
that the Bible is true, and it proves 
it; and the two prove each other 
true. The Old and New Testaments 
are the stick of Judah. You recol- 
lect that the tribe of Judah tarried 
in Jerusalem and the Lord blessed 
Judah, and the n stilt was the wri rings 
of the Old and New Testaments. 
But where is the stick of Joseph ? 
Can you tell where it is ? Yes. It 
was the children of Joseph who came 
across the waters to this continent, 
and this land was filled with people, 
and the Book of Murmon or the 
st ick of Josrph contains their writings, 
and they are in the hands of Ephraim. 
W h ere are t h e E ph i ai rn i tes ? They 
are mixed through all the nations ot 
the earth. God is calling upon them 
to gather out, and He is uniting them, 
and they are giving the Gospel to the 
whole world. Is there any harm or 
any false doctrine in that ? A great 
many say there is. If there is, it is 
all in the Bible. 

When I first commenced to preach 
to the people, nearly forty years ago, 
to believe the Bible was the great 
requisite. I have heard some make 
the broad assertion that every word 
within the lids of the Bible was the 
word of God. I have said to them, 
" You have never read the Bible, 


have you ?" " O, yes, aud I believe 
every word in it is the word of God." 
Well, I believe that the Bible con- 
tains the word of God, and the words 
of good men and the words of bad 
men ; the words of good angels and 
the words of bad angels and words 
of the devil ; and also the words 
uttered by the ass when he rebuked 
the prophet in his madness. I be* 
lieve the words of the Bible are just 
what they are; but aside from that 
I believe the doctrines concerning 
salvation contained in that book are 
trne, and that their observance will 
elevate any people, nation or family 
that dwells on the face of the earth. 
The doctrines contained in the Bible 
will lift to a superior condition all 
who observe thorn ; they will impart 
to them knowledge, wisdom, charity, 
fill them with compassion and cause 
them to feel after the wants of those 
Who are in distress, or iu painful or 
degraded circumstances. They who 
observe the precepts contained in the 
Scriptures will lie just and true, and 
virtuous and peaceable at home and 
abroad. Follow out the doctrines of 
the Bible and men will make splendid 
husbands, women excellent wives, 
and children will be obedient; they 
will make families happy and the 
nations wealthy and happy and lifted 
up above the things of this life. 
Can any see any harm in all this? "Oh, 
I but you Mormons are such a strange 
people* It is true that we have 
found things in Utah different from 
what we expected, but still you 
people are so strange!" Why, what 
did you expect? Did you expect to 
see men and women with fins like 
fishes? We are right from your 
country — from Kngland, France, 
Germany, Massachusetts, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, New York, 
from the South, iW>m every State in 
the Union ; what did you expect to 
see? We lived with you, went to 
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school and to meeting with you ; bat 
still the paying is, " Oh, the Mormons 
are a strange people. 1 * It is true 
that we are; but hi what does our 
peculiarity consist? We do not be- 
lieve in litigation, quarreling, or in 
having contention with each other. 
We take the low and degraded and 
lift th em up. If it would be any 
satisfaction to any man 1:1 the world 
to know what advantages President 
Young has had, I will say that I used 
to have the privilege of cutting down 
the hemlock, beech and maple trees 
with my father and my brothers : and 
then roll in << them together, burning 
the logs, splitting the rails, and 
fencing the little fields. I wonder if 
any of you ever did this? You who 
came from England, or from the rich 
prairies of Illinois or Missouri never 
did. Well, this was my education. 
41 Did you not go to school ?" Yes ; 
I went eleven days, that was the ex- 
tent of my schooling. ' 

Now, if we can take the low End 
degraded and elevate them in their 
feelings, language and manners; if 
we can impart to them the sciences 
that are in the w-rld, teach them all 
that books contain, and in addition 
toal this, teach them principles that 
are eternal, and calculated to make 
them a beautiful community, lovely 
in their appearance, intelligent in 
every sense of the word, would you 
not say that our system is praise- 
worthy and possesses great merit? 
Well, this is all in that book called 
the Bible, and the faithful observance 
of the principles taught in that book 
will do this fur any family or nation 
on the earth. 

We are not anxious to obtain gold ; 
if we can obtain it by raising potatoes 
and wheat, all right " Can't you 
make yourselves rich by speculating ?'* 
We do not wish to. "Can't you 
make yourselves rich by going to the 
gold mines F' We are right in the 


midst of them. "Why don't you 
dig the gold from the earth ?" Be- 
cause it demoralizes any community 
or nation on the earth to give them 
gold and silver to their hearts' con- 
tent; it will ruin any nation. But 
give them iron and coal, good hard 
work, plenty to eat, good schools and 
good doctrine, and it will make them 
a healthy, wealthy and happy people. 

This is the great mystery with 
regard to the Latter day Saints. We 
have got a code of laws that the 
Lord Almighty has left on record in 
the book called the 0!d and New 
Testaments. This saine code is con- 
tained in the Book of Mormon, also 
in another book we have, called the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants. 
These doctrines are taught in all 
these books, and taught alike. 

Now then, does the voice of the 
Lord, as heard from the heavens, 
ever teach men and women to do 
wrong? Never, You see a man or 
woman, in any community, no matter 
where they are or who they are, that 
is inclined to do a wrong act to them- 
selves or anybody else, and they pro- 
fess to do that under a religious 
influence, and you may know that 
their ideas of religion are false. La- 
dies and gentlemen, write that down. 
His religion is false who does not 
have love to God and to his fellow- 
creatures j who does not cherish holi- 
ness of heart, purity of life, and 
sanctification, that he may be pre- 
pared to enter again into the presence 
of the Father and the Son, 

The question was asked a great 
many times of Joseph. Smith, by 
gentlemen who came to nee him and ~ 
his people, u How is it that you can 
control your people so easily? It 
appears that they do nothing but 
what you say; how is it that you 
can govern them so easily?" Said 
he, " I do not govern them at all. 
The Lord has revealed certain prin- 
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Ciples from the heavens by which we 
are to live in these hitter days. The 
time is drawing near when the Lord 
is going to gat'ier out His people 
fr >m the wicked, and Ho is going to 
cut short His work in righteousness, 
and the principles which He has re- 
vealed I hare taught to the peop'e 
and they are trying to live according 
to thnm,and they control themselves 

Gentlemen, this is the great secret 
now in controlling this people. It is 
thought that I control them, but it 
is n<»t so. It is as much a*; I can do 
to control myself and to keep myself 
straight and teach the people the 
principles by which they should live. 
Do all do it? No, and the conse- 
ff ae nee is we see wickedness in the 
hind. Men do very wrong. Who 
is guilty? The Lord? No. There- 
ligion we have embraced? No. The 
counsel we have given? No. I have 
had the question risked me. in the days 
of Joseph, "Mr, Young, I snppone that 
yon wo us Id obey Joseph Smith, let 
him tell you to do what he might?" 
u Wei), £ think I would," « Slipped 
that h * should tell you to kill your 
ne-ghbor or to steal, ur to do this, that 
or the other, that is wrong, would 
you Mo it?** I would reply, " Wait 
till I am told. I have never yet been 
told from heaven, by Joseph Smith, 
the Old or -New Testament, the 
Bo >k of Mormon or the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants, to do a 
wrong thing; and I will wait nntil I 
nrn, before I say wh it I would do; 
that is time enough. " 

" Well, have you not committed 
wrong?" I may have committed a 
great many wrongs for want of jndg- | 
mmt or wisdom — a I if tie here anil a 
little there. M But have you not dune 1 
great wrongs?** J have not I 
know what is in the hearts of almost 
every person who comes to this city. ! 
It is hurled throughout the length 
and breadth of oor country like 
No. 12. 


! lightning that Brigham Young and 
the " Mormons" arc guilty of doi^g' 
this, that and tne other, I need n^t 
reiterate; and it is often askejl, ■ 
M Have not you Mormons been guilty 1 

! of this or that crime or evil ?" I 

! answer, no, ladies and gentlemen, v^a * 
have n'it. It h the wicked who c^o ' 

, these crimes^ it is men who will pa tp ' 
hell ; and then they try to palm therja 
off on the ju»t and righteous. Yopf : 
can imagine what, you please of the 
stories you have read about the peo- 
ple of Utah from the pens of every 
lying scribbler who has been hem, 
Imagine what you please, bit writp 
this down, publish it in your little 

r p;tper (the Trant-ConUnenftd), thafc 
a Saint will never do wromr if he 
knows it. If a man will do a wrong 
thing wilfully, he is not a Saint. 
When you hear of Bri^ham You ig, 
and of his brethren who are in the 
faith of the holy Gospel, doing this 
wrong and that wrong, wait until 

'you find out the truth before yon 
publish it to the world. * 

I We have been asked a £.u>d manv 
times, "Why do you not publish the 
truth in regard to these lies which 
are circulated about you ?" Wo| 
might do this if we owned all the, 
pu|x rs published in Christendom/ 
Who will publish a letter from me or, 
my brethren ? Who will publish the. 
truth from us? If it gets into one' 
paper, it is slipped under the couiitei\ 
or somewhere else; but it never gets 
into a second. They will send forth 
lies concerning us very readily, The 
old adage is tLmt a lie will creep 
through the kejhole and go a thou- 
sand miles while truth is getting out 
of doors; and our experience has 
proved this* We have not the influ- 
ence and power necessary to refnte 
the falsehoods circulated about us. 
We depend on God, who sits in the 
heavens. Our trust is in Him who 
created the heavens, who formed the 
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earth, and who has brought forth 
His children on the earth, and who 
bas given the intelligence which they 
possess, lie has given them the 
privilege of choosing for themselves, 
whether it be good or evil ; but the 
result of our choice is still in His 
band. All His children have the 
right of making a path for themselves, 
of walking to the right or to the 
♦ left, of telling the truth or thai: 
which is not true. This right God 
has given to all people who dwell on 
the earth , and they can legislate and 
art as they please; but God holds 
Chem in His hands, and He will 
bring forth the results to His glory, 
and for the benefit of those who love 
and serve Him, and He will make 
the wrath of men to praise Him. All , 
of us are in the hands of that God. 
We are all His children. We are 
His sons and daughters naturally, 
and by the principles of eternal life, 
We are brethren and sisters, [What 
is it that makes the distinctions we 
see in the classes of the children of 
men? We see the low and the de- 
graded, like the aborigines of our 
Country; what is the cause of their 
fceing in their present condition ? It 
is because of the rejection by their 
fathers of the Gospel of the Son of 
God. The Gospel brings intelligence, 
happiness, and glory to all who obey 
it and live according to its preceptsT 
It will give them intelligence that 
comes from God. Their minds will I 


be open so as to understand things 
as they are; they will rejoice in being 
blessed themselves and in blessing 
their fellow beings, and in being pre- 
pared to re-enter the presence of the 
Father and the Son. This will be 
their delight Is this so? It is, 

I was very much gratified a day or 
two ago with a little circumstance 
that transpired while a company of 
ladies and gentlemen were visiting 
me. We were talking over some 
circumstances relating to our corning 
to the valU^s, and our hardships 
after we got here. I said it was 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
that enabled us to endure. A lady 
present said, " That is right, I believe 
in exercising faith in hi in. Have 
faith in God, for God will bless all 
who have faith in Him, no mutter 
who they are nor by whom called ; if 
you have faith in God, and live ac- 
cording to the light you have, God 
will lead you to glory.** 

I delight to hear a person give an 
intimation of their having faith in 
Gud ; to hear it said, " I believe in 
Ji sus Christ. I believe in his cruci- 
fixion and atonement, and in his 
ordinances," These ordinances we 
are trying to live, that we may 
glorify God, and prepare ourselves to 
build up His Zion on the earth, that 
the world may be filled with peace, 
knowledge and joy. 

God help us to do so ! 
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RE1IARKS BY ELDER ORSON HYDE, 
Delivered in the Ntw Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, October 6, 1869. 
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Being requested to make a few 
remarks to the Saints at the present 
time, I have risen with cheerfulness 
to add my testimony to what has 
been said, and to spenk a few words 
more in relation to the Church and 
kingdom of God, and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ His Son. I rejoice in 
the opportunity of meeting with the 
■ Saints and seeing their friendly faces, 
which beam as though their hearts 
felt glad to associate together — to 
commune one with another, and to 
hear what the Lord may say through 
His servants who m:ty be called upon 
to addrens you. Brethren and sisters, 
the feelings of my heart are — The 
Lord bless y< u, and pour His Spirit 
upon you and upon all His Saints 
everywhere, 

I have listened with interest to the 
remarks that have been made* I 
rejVce in any tiling that goes to ad- 
vance the cause of Zlm; and I 
know of no one thing more potent 
to that effect than our living by 
every won! that pruceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. And I apprehend 
that, if the Saints will listen to the 
words of counsel and unto the com- 
mandments of God, no very serious 
inroads will ever be made upon us, 
either by contestants for the supre- 
macy in this kingdom, or by Con- 
gress itself. These are my feelings. 

I became connected with the Church 
of God on (lie 3 . bt day of October, 
183L I do not know how many 
fchtre are now liviug that can date 


their connection with the Church to 
an earlier period than this* There is 
one, and perhaps then* Jtre two, that 
I know of, I know of no more; still, 
I cannot say in relation to this. Now, 
if I had only improved upon the 
time that has been allotted to me, 
and g lined the experience 1 might 
have gained, perhaps I would have 
been further in advance than I atn at 
the present time, Hit 1 am not 
discouraged ; I have no feeling to 
linger or flig, hut feel to persevere 
and to do all I can for the building 
up of the Zion of our God, 

I apprehend, bretlm-n and sisters, 
that there are faith fid witnesses in 
this Church who h,ive lived with 
the Prophet — who have travellnl 
with him, who have eaten with him, 
who have slept with him, who have 
preached and prayed with him, and 
have been jib familiar with him as a 
child ever was with his father. There 
are, I say, witnesses that lived co- 
temporary with hiiu, who will con- 
tinue to live and ha able to bear a 
faithful testimony to the truth, until 
the kingdom can take care of itself, 
or God will takecareof it. I tell yoa 
that light will ?ome upon you pretty 
soon — the glorious light uf heaven. 
Be patient, enduring — the sun will 
rise and darkness will tlee away. Bj 
and by, true to the word of promise, 
the sun does rise, and darkness fltes 
away ; and the sun ascends to the 
meridian, and his rays ill am imte the 
whole face of nature. You can then 
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see, yon can then appreciate the word 
of promise- Would it be any satis- 
factioTi to you if I were to continue i 
and tell yuu that, the sun does shine? 
It shines in thfc face of yoa all. Yon 
have no nerd of rjiy testimony, you 
have no need of my assurance. It 
displays its light to nil the world, 
and you behold it, and no one could 
convince you that the sun does not 
shine. 

So let me say here, that there are 
faithful witnesses, who will testify to 
the truth, that lived co temporary | 
with Joseph, the martyred prophet; 
and they will continue to live and 
testify till this kingdom can take 
care of itself What do you mean 
by the kir gdom taking care of itseli ? 
I mean that the veil which is now 
cast over the world will be rent 
asunder, and every eye will see and 
every heart feel. Then the kingdom 
can take care of itself, and have no 
need of witnesses to prove that the 
sun shines. Well, then, if the veil 
of the covering which haft caused so 
great darkness is rent in twain, and 
the whole people, as it were, see as 
they are seen and know as they are 
known, have they any particular use 
for the testimony of a iecble mortal^ 
that the power of God, in streams of 
light from on high, is being poured 
down upon the children of God on j 
earth? Why it is a character of 
evidence beyond the feeble voice of 
mortals. 

I appn bend that, so long as these | 
witnesses remain, it will be a pretty 
hard matter for Congress or for 
apostates to make many inroads upon 
the truth, while the servants of the 
Most High, inspired by the Spirit of; 
God, stand like a flaming sword to 
guard the way of the Tree of Life. 

I will tell you, brethren and sisters, 
the Apostles hip is of some import- 
ance to the Saints of God; but I 
will say, furthermore, that it is very 
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satisfactory to me when I call to 
mind the remarks of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, I will give you my 
testimony. In one particular place, 
in the presence of about sixty men, 
he said, "My work is about done; I 
am going to step aside awhile, I 
am going to rest from my labors?; 
for I have borne the burthen and 
heat of the day, and now I am g«»ing 
to step aside and rest a little. And 
I roll the burthen off my shoulders 
on the shoulders of the Twelve Apos- 
tles. Now," said he, "round up your 
shoulders and bear ofl this kingdom." 
Has he ever said this to any one else ? 
I do not know ; I do not care. It is 
enough for me to know that he said 
it to the Quorum ot the Twelve 
Apostles. And since that time we 
have endeavored to do our t uty and 
perform the work that was given us 
to do. 

We did not consider, at the time 
he bore this testimony, that he was 
going to die or be taken from us; 
but we considered that as he had been 
borne down with excessive labors, by 
day and niyht, he was going to retire 
to rest and regain his health, and we 
should act under his direction and 
bear the responsibility of the work. 
But when ihe fatal news came to us f 
in the Extern States, that he, with 
his brother Hyrum, had been massa- 
cred in Curtilage jail, 1 will tell you 
it brought his words home to our 
minds, and we could then realize that 
he had spoken in sober earnest ; and 
the twelve men upon whom he had 
conferred this power, then stepped 
forth and took their position. When 
the Twelve, united heart and soul, 
stepped forth, everything yielded be- 
fore them. 

Well, now, I will give it as the 
feelings of my heart — and if I am 
wrong, I can be corrected right here 
— that no one need be curious or 
anxious as to who is going to lead 


THE RIGHT TO LEAD THR CHU&CH, ETC. 


and guide this people. I will tell 
you that as long as God has a Church 
on the earth, He will govern it. Now 
I will tell you a little of my feelings 
in rt hit ion to it* i know that when 
President Y* uug returned with the 
Twelve to Nauvoo, he gathered them 
around him, and said he, "I want 
yon to disperse among the congrega- 
tion and feel the pulse of the people, 
while I go upon the stand and -speak." 

We went among the congregation 
and President Young went on the 
stand Well, he spoke, and his 
words went through me like elec- 
trieity. " Am I mistaken ?" said I, 
** or is it really the voice of Joseph 
Smith?" Tii is is my testimony ; it 
was not only the voice of Joseph, 
bat there were the features, the ges- 
tures and even the 9tat*:r$ of Joseph 
bef *re us in the person of Brigham. 
And though it may be said that 
President Young is a complete mimic, 
and can mimic anybody, I would 
like to see the man who can mimic 
another in stature who was about 
four or five inches higher Hum himself. 
Every one in the congregation — every 
one who was inspired by the Spirit 
of the Lord — felt it. They knew it. 
They realized it 

I sat myself down in the midst of 
the congregation, with my two wives, 
whom Joseph had given and sealed 
to me. When President Young be- 
gan to speak, one of them said, " It 
is the voice of Joseph ! It is Joseph 
Smith! 5 * The exclamation of the 
other was, ** 1 do not see him, where 
is he?'' Well, the thought occurred 
to my mind respecting the Scripture 
which President Young has just 
quoted — " My sheep know my voice 
and follow me." Where is the one 
that recognised the voice of Joseph 
iu President Young? Where is she? 
She is in the line of her duty. But 
where is the other? Gone where I 
wish she were not. The sheep of 
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the good shepherd will follow the 
voice they know, but they will not 
follow the voice of a stranger. 

Now this was a maiiif 'Station of 
the power of thj Ah nighty — it was 
the power of God testing on an indi- 
vidual in the eyes of all the people, 
not only in feature and voice, but 
actually in stature. This is my tes- 
timony. I might go on and add 
many more testimonies I recollect 
reading that whim our Sivior was 
baptized by John in the Jorlan, the 
Spirit of the Lord descended and 
rested upon him in the form of a dove, 
and a voice from heaven was heird, 
saying, "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. Hear ye 
im. 

Well, now, it did not depend upon 
argument, it did not depend upon 
reason. The voice of the Almighty 
— the form of a dove descending and 
resting upon him, were sufficient evi- 
dence to prove he was the Son of 
God. Argument was out of the 
question. Did it require argument 
to prove that brother Brig hum Young 
held the position of Joseph, the mar- 
tyred Prophet? Did it require proof 
that Joseph was there in the person 
of Brigham, speaking with an an^ePs 
voice? It required no argument; 
with those who feared God and 
loved truth, it required none. 

Well, now, we hare the consolation 
to know that, whatever changes may 
take place in the government of the 
Church and kingdom of God, we 
shall not be left in the dark nor will 
our destiny be suspended on the 
frailty of argument; but I believe 
that whatever changes take pl*ce will 
be brought about by a power that 
every child of God will recognize. 

These are the feelings of my heart; 
and consequently 1 dismiss every 
anxiety iu relation to it. It is for 
rae to live ray religion and honor my 
God, and to let Him steady His owi 
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ark. Let me do my duty and all 
will work for the be*t. This is how 
I feel, brethren. When I began to 
speak, 1 had quite an argument fixed 
up in rny mi d, but I cannot touch it 
now, and it is useless to try. I will 
lay, however, that it is all Bammed 
up in the excellent quotation made 
by our President — 11 My sheep know 
my voice and will follow me; but a 
stranger they will not follow, for 
they know not the voice of strangers." 

We must learn, brethren and sis- 
ters, to be wise. We must learn to 
let the world alone. The Lord has 
brought us out from the nations. 
Sad He, "Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of 
her sins and receive not of her 
plagues. 11 Now, why should we ever 
have any lingering desire for any 
connection with the world again ? 
Will we invite them here and scatter 
our means among them, and put a 
weapon in their hands to destroy us? 

An illustrious visitor, the one only 
second in office in the United S bites, 
expressed a desire that we should see 
the necessity of inviting men of capi- 
tal to our midst, to aid in developing 
the resources of the country, thereby 
making our Territory a great com- 
mereial centre. The Lord knows 
His own business best, and He will 
conduct it in a manner and way that 
will please Him. I apprehend He 
will take care of His people. And 
if we will do His will and keep His 
commandments, He will provide for 
us; and we may yet learn, in the 
midst of all our reasoning and argu- 
ment, that God has never yet de- 
aired us to live after the manner of 
the world. It is for us to keep His 
commandments and He will provide 
for His children. He will provide j 
for His servants. Brethren and sis- 
ters, you will see trie servants of God 
will have joy at heart ; but the ene- 
mies of righteousness will have sorrow. 
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It is well I' t us to adhere to the* 
principle of -operation and every- 
thing else th .1 is calculated to ad- 
vance oar interests as a people. It 
is well for us l<> adhere to the teach- 
ings that we receive, and let our ene- 
mies and outsiders alone. Is there 
anything wrom: in our concentrating 
our time an I means in a certain 
channel ? Ca we not trade where 
and with whom we will? Are we 
doing any one any injustice in this? 
No. Have wt* the Constitutional 
right to invest our capital wherever 
we like? Yes, we have the Consti- 
tutional right. Is it toy Constitu- 
tional right to t** all the power and 
influence that 1 can ? Y, s, it is. Is 
there anything unlawful in it? No 
thing at all. I will venture to say 
that the Hon. Vice-President would 
not object, tod *\\ to have influence 
over all the citizens of the United 
States. He would not object to it 
at all; neither would any other 
politician. 

We say there is nothing unlawful 
in Brigham Young getting all the 
influence that he cm; but they want 
him out of the way. They are not 
| willing — they cannot be willing, to 
see a man who lias earned the position 
he occupies, use hi» influence for the 
welfare, elevation and advancement 
of the people. They want to occupy 
it themselves, and they are jealous, 
! I do not feel to detain you a great 
while, brethren arid sisters, but there 
are two or three things in my mind 
that I wish to make known. Con- 
gress, it is said, is going to give the 
people "their rights!" I wonder 
why they never thought of giving 
us our rights ? That is another thing; 
it is a horse of another color. But 
our rights are safe. Our rights are 
in the hands of God; and we will 
trust in Him for them; and when 
He does give them to us, He will 
give them on a large scale. 
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Brother George A* Smith was 
computing the interest and indebted ~ 
ness of Missouri to us; but I tell 
you when the Lord pays ns up, it 
will be a w big" reward. Be patient, 
live your religion, and when the Al- 
mighty does reward, it will be on a 
large scale. 

And now let me give you my feel- 
ings in relation to the interference of 
the Government of the United States. 
What do they want to interfere with 
ns for? Whom have we injured? 
Havo we injured any one? Have we 
done wrong to any one, Jew or Gen- 
tile ? Have we done wrotiff to the Indu 
ans? Have we done wrong in culti- 
vating the soil, and in making this 
barren and waste desert fertile? 
What wrong have we done, that it is 
necessary for Congress to interfere ? 
They say, '* We are afraid yon intend 
to do wrong." Well, then you punish 
us in advance for the wrong we have 
Dot done. They say, " You are guilty 
of practising polygamy." Well, now, 
this is only one feather in the bird ; 
only one single feather. I will tell 
you, everything is wrong about us in 
their estimation. It is wrong of ns 
to get such an influence on the earth, 
both at home and abroad. And the 
reason why so moch is said about 
polygamy, is because it is the only 
handle that they think they can get 
hold of; but they will discover that 


even this is so doubtful, in the eye of 
Constitutional law, that it can give 
them no assurance of success against 1 
us; and they will find it the very 
principle that will break in pieces the 
power that would set it aside. 

I would not say that I am speaking 
now as a represen ative of the minds 
of the Latter-day Saints as a bodyj 
I wish merely to express my owo 
sentiments and feelings, and if I say 
anything that is wrong, let me be 
corrected for it right here. I will 
tell you that, just in proportion as 
any power, whether the United States 
or any other nation, seeks to hinder it 
or oppose the progress of the Latteiv 
day Saints, or lay any stumbling 
block in their way, the Lord will lay ' 
two stumbling blocks in their way, 
to their laying one in ocrs- 

We have something more potent \ 
than our own arm to defend ns — wfi * 
have the arm of Jehovah pledged for •* 
our protection. He will make bare ' 
His arm in the eyes of the nations, 
and they will feel it. It is getting «f 
too late in the day. The battle is 
too far advanced. I 

Then let us, as Latter-day Saintp, f 
be filled with reverence for the king- 
dora of God — for His laws and insti- * 
tutions; remembering our prayer, 
being faithful, doing our duty in all 
things, and the Lord will bear off 
His kingdom. God bless you. Amen. * 
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It was announced at the close of 
the forenoon meeting that I would 


T 

address the oongregation this after** ^ 
noun upon the subject of Celestial » 
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Marriage ; I do so with the greatest 
pleasure. 

In tho first place, let us inquire 
whether it is lawful and right, ac- 
cording to the Constitution ol our 
country, to examine and practice thia 
Bible doctrine? Our fathers, who 
filmed the Constitution of our cotvru 
try devised it so as to give freedom 
of rel : gious worship of the Almighty 
God; so that all people under 0m 1 
Government should have the irmlieu- 
Vable right — a rigi-t by virtue of the 
Constitution — to believe in any Bible 
principle which the Almighty has 
revealed in any age of the world to 
the human family, I do not think, 
feowever, that our fu refat hers, in 
framing that instrument, intended to 
embrace all the religions of the world. 
Iftnean the idolatrous and Pagan re- 
ligions. Thvy my nothing al>out 
#hose religions in the Constitution ; 
t>pt they give the express privilege in 
thai instrument to all people dwelling 
under this Govern men t and under 
tbe institutions of our country, to 
believe in alt things which the Al- 
mighty has revealed to the human 
family. There is no restriction nor 
limitation so far as Bible religion is 
concerned, or any principle or form 
of religion believed to have emanated 
from the Almighty; yet they would 
Dot admit idolatrous nations to oume 
li eve rind practice their religion, be- 
cause it is not included in the Bible; 
it is not the religion of the Almighty. 
Those people worship idols, the *vork 
of their own hands, they have insti- 
tuted rjghts and ceremonies pertain- 
ing to those idoLs in the observance 
of which they, no doubt, suppose they 
are worshipping correctly and .sin- 
cerely, yet some of theui are of the 
<noRt revolting and barbarous charac- 
ter. Such, for instance, as the offering 
up of a widow on a funet«l pile, as a 
taint sacrifice, in order to follow 'her 
fcashand into the eternal worlds. 


That is no part of the religion men- 
tioned in tbe Constitution of our 
country, it is 110 part of the religion 
of Almighty God. 

But confining ourselves within (he 
limits of the Constitution, and coining 
back h> the religion of the Bible, wo 
have the privilege* to believe in the 
Patriarchal, in the Mosaic, or in the 
Christian order of things; for the 
God o'i the patriarchs, and the God 
of Moses is also the Christians' God. 

It is true that many laws were 
given under the Patriarchal or Mo- 
saic dispensations, against certain 
crimes, the penalties tor violating 
which, religious bodies, under our 
Constitution, have not the right to 
inflict. The Government has reserved, 
in its own Lands, the power, so fnr as 
affixing the penalties of certain crimes 
is concerned. 

In ancient times there was a law 
strictly enforcing the observance of 
the Sabbath day, and the man or 
woman who violated that law was 
subjected to the punishment of death. 
Ecclesiastical bodies have the right, 
under our Government and Const itu- 
tion, to observe the Sabbath day or 
to disregard it, but they have not the 
right to inflict corporeal punishment 
for its non-obcervance. 

The subject proposed to be investi- 
gated this afternoon is that of Celestial 
H arriage, as believed in by the Lat- 
ter-day Saints, and which they claim 
ia Strictly a Bible doctrine and part 
of the revealed religion of the Al- 
mighty. It is well known by all 
the Latter-day Saints that we have 
not derived all our knowledge con- 
cerning God, heaven, angels this life 
and the life to come entirely from 
the books of the Bible ; yet we be- 
lieve that all of our religious princi- 
ples and notions are in accordance 
with and are sustained by the Bible; 
consequently, though we believe in 
new revelation, and believe that God 


has revealed many tilings pertaining 
to our religion, we also believe that 
Jle bus revealed none that are incon- 
sistent with the worship of Almighty 
God, a sacred right guaranteed to all 
religious denominations by the Con- 
stitution of our eoun try. 

God created man, male and female 
He is the AuMior of our existence. 
He placed us on this creation. He 
ordained laws to govern us. He gave 
to man, whom He created, a help- 
meet — a woman, a wife to be one 
with him, to be a joy and a com fur t 
to him; and also fur another very 
great and wise purpose — namely, that 
the human species might be propa- 
gated on this creation, that the earth 
might teem with population according 
to the decree of God before the 
foundation of the world, that the 
intelligent spirits whom He had 
formed and created, before this world 
was lolled into existence, might have 
their probation, might haie an ex- 
istence in fleshly bodies on this planet, 
and be governed hy laws emanating 
from their great Creator. In the 
breast of male and female He esta- 
blished certain qualities and attributes 
that never will be eradicated — name 
Jy, love towards each oilier. Love 
comes from God. The love which 
man jxissesses for the opposite sex 
came from God. The same God who 
created the two sexes implanted in 
the hearts of each love towards the 
other. What was the oljert of 
placing this passion or affection 
within the hearts of male and female ? 
It was in order to carry out, so far 
as this world was concerned, His 
great and eternal purposes pertaining 
to the future. But He not only did 
establish this principle in the heart 
of man and woman, but gave divine 
laws to regulate them in relation to 
this passion or affection, that they ' 
might be limited and prescribed in 
the exercise of it towards each other. 


He therefore ordained the Marriage 
Institution. The marriage that was 
instituted in the first place was be- 
tween two immortal beings, hence it 
was marriage for eternity in the very 
first case uhich we have recorded tor 
an example. Marriage for eternity 
was the order God instituted on our 
globe; as early as the Gaiden of 
Eden ; as early as the day when our 
first parents were pi ced in the garden 
to keep it and till it, they, as lv\o 
immortal beings, were united in the 
bonds of the new and everlasting 
covenant This was before m n fell, 
be fore the forbidden fruit was eaten, 
and before the penalty of death was 
pronounced upon the heads of our 
fir*t parents *md all their posterity, 
hence, when God g:tve to Adam his 
wife ttve, He gave her to him as an 
immortal wife, and there was no end 
contemplated of the relation they 
held to each other as husband and wife. 

By and by, after this marriage had 
taken place, they transgressed the 
law of God, and by reason of J hat 
transgression the penalty of death 
came, not only upon them, bur also 
upon all their posterity. Death, in 
its operations, tore asunder, aa it 
were, these two beings who h «d 
hitherto been immortal, and if God 
had not, before the foundation of the 
world, provided a plan of ledetupti n, 
they would, perhaps, have been torn 
asunder for ever ; but inasmuch as a 
plan of redemption had been pro- 
vided, by which man could be rescind 
from the effects of the fall, Adam 
and Eve were restored to that con- 
dition of union, in respect hi immor- 
tality, from which they had been 
separated for a short season of time 
by death. The Atonement reached 
after them and dt ought forth their 
bodies from the dust, and restored 
I then) as husband and wife, to «11 the 
privileges that were pronounced upon 
them before the Fall. * 


That was eternal marriage; that 
was lawful marriage ordained by God 
That was the divine institution which 
was revealed and practiced in the 
early period of our globe. How has 
it been since that day ? Mankind 
have strayed from that order of 
things, or, at least, they have done 
so in latter times. We hear nothing 
among the religions societies of the 
world which profess to believe in the 
Bible about this marriage for eternity. 
It is among the things that are obso- 
lete. Now all marriages are con- 
summated until death only; they do 
not believe in that great pattern and 
prototype established in the beginning; 
hence we never hear of their official 
characters, whether civil or religious, 
uniting men and women in the ca- 
pacity of husband and wife as im- 
mortal beings. No, they marry as ; 
mortal beings only, and until death 
doe- them part. 

What is to become of them after 
death ? What will take place among 
nil those nations who have been mar- 
rying for centuries for time only ? 
Do both men and women receive a 
resurrection ? Do they come forth 
with all the various affections, attri- 
butes and passions that God gave 
them in the beginning? Does the 
male come forth from the grave with , 
all the attributes of a man? Does 
the female come forth from her grave 
with all the attributes of a woman ? 
If so, what is their future destiny ? 
Is there no object or purpose in this 
new creation, save to give them life, 
a state of existence? or is there a 
more important object in view, in 
the mind of God, in thus creating 
them anew ? Will that principle of 
love which exists now, and which 
has existed from the beginning, exist 
after the resurrection ? I mean this 
sexual love. If that existed before 
the Fall, and if it has existed since 
then, will it exist in the eternal 


worlds after the resurrection ? This 
is a very important question to be 
decide 

We read in the revelations of God 
that there are various clashes of be 
ings in the eternal worlds. There 
are some who are kings, priests, andf 
Gods, others that are angels; ancf 
also among them are the orders de- 
nominated celestial, terrestrial, and 
telestinh God, however, according 
to the faith of the Latter-day Saints, 
has ordained that the highest order 
and class of beings that should exist 
in the eternal worlds should exist in 
the c;ip*city of husbands and wives, 
and that they alone should have the 
privilege of propagating their species 
— intelligent immortal beings. Now 
it is wise, no doubt, in the Great 
Creator to thus limit this great and 
heavenly principle to those who have 
arrived or come to the highest state 
of exaltation, excellency, wisdom, 
knowledge, power, glory, and faith- 
fulness, to dwell in His presence, that 
they by this means shall be prepared 
to hring up their spirit offspring in 
all pure and holy principles in the 
eternal worlds, in order that they 
may be made happy* Consequently, 
He does not entrust this privilege of 
multiplying spirits with the terrestrial 
or telestia), or the lower order of be- 
ings there, nor with angels But 
why not? Because they have not 
proved themselves worthy of this 
great privilege. We might reason, 
of the eternal worlds, as some of the 
enemies of polygamy may reason of 
this state of existence, and say that 
there are just as many males as fe- 
males there, some celestial, some ter- 
restrial, and some telestial ; and why 
not have all these paired off, two by 
two ? Because God administers His 
gifts and His blessings to those who 
are most faithful, giving them more 
bountifully to the faithful, and taking 
away from the unfaithful that with 
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which they hid been entrusted, and 
which they had not improved upon. 
That is the order of God in the 
eternal worlds, and if each an order 
exists there, it may in a degree exist 
here 

When the sons and daughters of 
the Most High God come forth in 
the morning of the resurrection, this 
principle of love will exist in their 
bosoms just as it exists here, only 
intensified according to the increased 
knowledge and understanding which 
they possess; hence they will be 
capacitated to enjoy the relationships 
of husband and wife, of parents 
and children, in a hundred fold 
degree greater than they could 
in mortality. We are not capable, 
while sur rounded with the weaknesses 
of our flesh, to enjoy these eternal 
principles in the same degree that 
will then exist Shall these princi- 
ples of conjugal and parental love 
and affection be thwarted in the 
eternal worlds? Shall they be 
rooted out and overcome? No, most 
decidedly not. According to the 
religious notions of the world these 
principles will not exist after the 
resurrection; but our religion teaches 
the fallacy of such notions. It is 
true that we read in the New Testa- 
ment that in the resurrection they 
neither marry nor are given in mar- 
riage, but are as the angels in hea- 
ven. These are the words of our 
Savior when he was addressing him. 
self to a very wicked class of people, 
the Saddueees, a portion of the 
Jewish nation, who rejected Jesus, 
and the counse! of God against their 
own souls. They had not attained 
to the blessings and privileges of 
their fathers, b'it had apostatized; 
and Jesus, in speaking to them, says 
that in the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but 
ire as the angels of God, 

Now, how are the angels of God 


after the resurrection? According 
to the revelations which God has 
given, there are different classes of 
angels. Some angels are Gods, and 
still possess the lower office called 
angels. Adam is called an Arch- 
angel, yet he is a God. Abraham, 
Tsaac and Jacob, no doubt, have the 
right to officiate iu the capacity of 
angels if they choose, but still they 
have ascended to their exaltation, to 
a higher atate than that, of angels — 
namely, to thrones, kingdoms, pi in- 
cipalities and powers, to reign over 
kingdoms and to hold thf* everlasting 
Priesthood. Then there is another 
order of angels who never have 
ascended to these powers and digni- 
ties, to this greatness and exaltation 
in the presence of God. Who are 
they? Those who never received 
the everlasting covenant of marriage 
for eternity- those who have not 
continued in nor received that law 
with all their hearts, or who, perhaps, 
have fought against it They become 
angels. They have no power to in- 
crease and extend forth to kingdoms. 
They have no wives, no husbands, 
and they are servants to those that 
sit upon thrones and rule over king- 
doms, and are counted worthy of a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. These, no doubt, were the 
kind of angels Jesus had reference to 
when speaking to those ungodly 
classes of beings called Saddueees 
and Pharisees, one of which denied 
the doctrine of the resurrection alto- 
gether. 

There is a difference between the 
classes of angels called celestial, ter- 
restrial and telestial The celestial 
angels have not attained to all of the 
power and greatness aud exaltation 
of kings and priests in the presence 
of God; they are blessed with glory, 
happiness, peace and joy ; but they 
are not blessed with the privilege of 
increasing their posterity to all ages 
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of eternity, neither have they tL rones 
and kingdoms, bat I hey are servants 
to those of the highest order. The 
angels of i he terrestrial and telcstial 
orders, while possessing a degree of 
happiness aud glory, are lower than 
those of the celestial order. We 
might inquire, have angels not also 
the.se affections which belong to the 
higher class of beings, inasmuch as 
they are resurrected beings ? Yes, 
but herein they have lost, through 
disobedience, the privilege of attaining 
to the higher glory and exaltation. 
They have affections and desires that 
never can be gratified, and in this 
respect their glory is not full. 

1 am talking, to-day, to Latter- 
day Saints; I am not reasoning with 
unbelievers. If I were, I should ap- 
peal more fully to the Old Testament 
Scriptures to bring in arguments 
and testimonies to prove the divine 
authenticity of polygamic marri- 
ages. Pel mps I may touch upon 
this for a few moment for the 
benefit of strangers, should there be 
any in our midst Let me say, then, 
that God's people, under every dis- 
pensation since the creation of the 
world, have, generally, been polyga- 
mists. I any this fur the benefit of 
strangers. According to the good 
old book called the Bible, when God 
saw proper to call out Abraham 
from all the heathen nations, and 
marie him a great man in the world, 
He saw proper, also, to make him a 
polygamisf, m>d approbated him in 
taking unto him&lf mote wives than 
one. Was it wrong in Abraham to 
do this thing ? If || were> w j ien ^d 

God reprove him for so doing? When 
did He ev r n pruach Jacob for doing 
the same thing? Who can find the 
reccrd in the lids of the Bible of 
God reproving Abraham, as being a 
sinner, and having committed a 
crime, in taking to hi mst If two living 
wives ? No such thing is recorded. 


discoubsks 

He was just as much blessed lifter 
doing this tiling as before, a d more 
so, for God promised blessings upon 
the issue of Abraham by his second 
wife the smie hs that of the first 
wife, providing he was equally faith- 
ful. This Wii.s a proviso in every ease. 

When we come down to Jiicob, 
the Lord permitted him to takt? (our 
wives. They aie so called in Holy 
Writ. They are not denominated 
prostitutes, neither are they called 
concubines, but they are called wives, 
legal wives; and to show that God 
approved of the course of Jacob in 
taking these wives, He blessed them 
abundantly, and hearkened to the 
prayer of the second wife just the 
same as the first. Rachel was the 
second wife of Jacob, jjnd our great 
mother; for you know that manj of 
the Latter-day Saints by revelation 
know themselves to be the descendants 
of Joseph, aud he whs the son of 
Rachel, the second wife of Jacob. 
God in a peculiar manner blessed the 
posterity of this second wife. In- 
stead of condemning the old patriarch, 
He ordained that Joseph, the first- 
born of this second wife, should be 
considered the first-born of nil the 
twelve tribes, and into his hands was 
given the double birthright, according 
to the laws of the ancients. And yet 
he was the offspring of plurality — of 
the second wife of Jacok Of course, 
if Reuben, *vho was indeed the tirst- 
born unto Jacob, had conducted him- 
self propei 1^ , he might have reta*ned 
the bi nh rig hi and the greater in- 
heritance; but he lost that through 
his transgression, and it was given to 
a polygamic child, who had the pri- 
vilege of inheriting the blessing to 
the utmost bounds of the everlasting 
hills — the gunt continent of North 
and South Annrjca was conferred 
upon him. Another proof that God 
did not disapprove of a man having 
more wives than one, is to be found 
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in the fact that Rfichel, after she had 
been a long t ime ban en, prayed to 
the Lord to give her seed. The 
Lord hearkened to her cry ar>d grant- 1 
ed tier prayer; and when she received 
seed from the Lord by her polygamic 1 
husband, she exclaimed, " The Lord 
hath hearkened unto me and hath 
answered my prayer." Now do you 
think the Lord would have done this 
if he had considered polygamy a 
crime? Would He have hearkened 
to the prayer of this woman if Jacob 
had been living with her in adultery ? 
and he certainly was doing so if 
the ideas of this generation are correct. 

Again, what says the Lord in the 
days of Moses, under another dispen- 
sation? We have seen that in the 
days of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
He approved of polygamy and blessed 
His servants who practised it, and 
also their wives and chddrcn. Now, 
let us come down to the days of 
Moses. We read that, on a certain 
occasion the sister of Moses, Miriam, 
and certain others in t ho great con- 
gregation of Israel, got very jealous. 
What were they jealous about? 
About the Ethiopian woman that 
Moses had taken to wife, in arid it ion 
to the daughter of Jethro, whom he 
had taken before in the land of Midi* 
an. How dare the great law-giver, 
after having committed, according to 
the ideas of the present generation, 
a great crime, show his face on Mount 
Sinai when it was clothed with the 
glory of the God of Israel? But 
what did the Lord do in the case of 
Miriam, for finding fault with her 
brother Moses ? Instead of saying, 
" You are right, Miriam, he has com- 
mitted a great crime, and no matter 
how much you speak against him," 
He smote her with a leprosy the very 
moment she began to complain, and 
she was considered unclean for a 
certain number of days. Here the 


Lord manifested by the display of a 
signal judgment, that He disapproved 
of any one speaking against His 
servants for taking more wives than 
one, because it may not happen to 
suit their notions of things* 

I make these remarks and wish to 
apply them to fault-tinders against 
plural marriages in our day. Are 
there any Mir tarns in our congrega- 
tion to-day, any of those who, pro- 
fessing to belong to the Israel of the 
latter days, sometimes find tault with 
the man of God standing at thsir 
head, because he not only believes in 
but practices this divine institution 
of the ancients ? If there be such 
in our midst, I say, remember Miriam 
the very next time you begin to talk 
with your neighboring women, or 
anybody else against this holy prin- 
ciple. Remember the awful curse 
and judgment that fell on the sister 
of Moses when she did the same 
thing, and then fear and tremble be- 
fore God, lest He, in His wrath, may 
swear that you shall not enjoy the 
blessings ordained for those who in- 
herit the highest degree of glory. 

Let us pass along to another in- 
stance under the dispensation of 
Moses* The Lord says, on a certain 
occasion, if a man have married two 
wives, and he should happen to hate 
one and lovo the other, is he to be 
punished — cast out and stoned to 
death as an adulterer ? No; instead 
of the Lord denouncing him as an 
adulterer because of having two 
wives, He gave a commandment 
regulating the matter, so that this 
principle of hate in the mind of the 
man towards ore of his wives should 
not control him in the important 
question of the division of his in- 
heritance among his children, com- 
pelling him to give just as much to 
the son of the hated wife as to the 
son of the one beloved; and, if the 
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son of the hated woman happened to 
be the firstborn, he should actually 
inherit the double portion. 

Consequently, the Lord approved, 
not only the two wives, but their 
posterity also. Now, if the women 
had not been considered wives by the 
Lord, their children would hare been 
bustards, and yun know that He bus 
said that bastards shall no 1 enter into 
the congregation of the Lord, until 
the tenth generation, hence you see 
there is a great distinction between 
those whom the Lord calls legitimate 
or le^aK and those who were bastards 
— begotten in adultery and whore- 
dom. The latter, with their posterity, 
were shut out of the congregal ion of 
the Lord until the tenth generation, 
while the former were exalted to all 
the privileges of legitimate birthright. 

A^ain, under that same law an! 
dispensation, wc find that the law 
provided for another contingency 
anions the hosts of Israel. In order' 
that the inheritances of the families 
of Israel might not run into the 
hands of st range rs, ttie Lord, in the 
bo<>k of Deuteronomy, gives a com- 
mand that if a man die, leaving a 
wife, but no issue, his brother shall 
marry his widow and take possession 
of the inheritance ; and to prevent 
this inheritance going out of the 
family a strict command was given 
that the widow should marry the 
brother or nearest living kinsman ot 
her deceased husband. The law was 
in lull force at the time of the intro- 
duction of Christianity — a gre;it 
many centuries after it was given. 
The reasoning of the Sadducees on 
ore occasion when conversing with 
Jesus proves that the law was then 
observed. Slid they, "There were 
seven brethren who took a certain 
woman, each one taking her in suc- 
cession after the death of the other," 
and they inquired of Jesus which of 
the seven would have her for a wife 
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in the resurrection. The Sadducees, 
do doubt, used this figure to prove, 
as they thought, the fallacy of the 
doctrine of the resurrection, but it 
also proves that this law, giren by 
the Creator while Israel walked ac- 
ceptably before Him, was acknow- 
ledged by their wicked descendants 
in the days of the Savior. I merely 
quote the passage to show that the 
law was not considered obsolete at 
that time, A case like this, when 
six of the brethren had died, leaving 
the widow without issue, the seventh, 
whether married or unmarried, must 
fulfill ,this law and take the widow 
to wife, or lay himself liable to a 
severe penalty. What was that pe- 
nalty? According to the testimony 
of the law of Moses he would be 
cursed, for Moses says, " Cursed be 
he that doth not all things according 
as it is written in this book of the 
law, and let all the people say Amen/* 
There can be no doubt that many 
men in those days were com pel le 1 to 
be polygamists in the fulti!m<nt of 
this law, for any man who would not 
take the childless wife of a de- 
ceased brother and marry her, would 
come under the tremendous curse re- 
corded in the book of Deuteronomy, 
and all the people would be obliged 
to sanction the curse, because he 
would not obey the law of God and 
become a polygamist. They were 
not all Congressmen in those days, 
nor Presidents, nor Presbyterians, 
nor Methodists, nor Roman Catholics; 
but they were the people of God, go- 
verned by divine law, and were com- 
manded to be polygamists ; not 
merely suffered to be so, but actually 
commanded to be. 

There are some Latter-day Saints 
who, perhaps, have not searched these 
things as they ought, hence we occa- 
sionally find some who will say that 
God suffered these things to be. I 
will go farther, and say that He 


commanded them, and He pronounced 
a curse, to which all the people had 
to say amen, if they did not fulfil 
the commandment 

Coining down to the days of the 
prophets we find that they were poly- 
gamists; also to the days of (he 
kings of Israel, whom God appointed 
Himself, and approbated and blessed. 
This was especially the case with one 
of them, named David, who, the 
Lord said, was a man after His own 
heart. David was called when yet 
a youth to reign over the whole 
twelve tribes of Israel ; but Saul, 
the reigning king of Israel, perse- 
cuted him, and sought to take away 
his life, David fled from city to 
city throughout all the coasts of 
Judea in order to get beyond the 
reach of the relentless persecutions 
of Saul While thus fleeing, the 
Lord was with him, hearing his pray* 
ers, answering his petitions, giving 
him line upon line, precept upon 
precept; permitting him to look into 
the Urim and T hum mini and receive 
revelations, which enabled him to 
escape from his enemies* 

In addition to all these blessings 
that God bestowed upon him in his 
youth, before he was exalted to the 
throne, the Lord gave him eight 
wives; and after exalting him to the 
throne, instead of denouncing him for 
having many wives, and pronouncing 
him worthy of fourteen or twenty-one 
years of imprison ment, the Lord was 
with His servant David, and, thinking 
he had not wives enough He gtve 
to him all the wives of his ra ster 
Saul, in addition to the eight he hud 
previously given him. Was the Lord 
to be considered a criminal, and 
worthy of being tried in a court of 
justice and sent to prison for thus 
increasing the polygamic relations of 
David? No, certainly not; it was 
in accordance with His own rigftteous 
lawi, and He was with His servant, 


David the King, and blessed him* 
By and by, when David transgressed, 
not in taking other wives, bnt in 
taking the wife of another man, the 
anger of the L ml was kindled against 
him and He chastened him a id took 
away all the blessings He had given 
him. All the wives David had re- 
ceived from the hand of God were 
taken from him. Why ? Because lie 
had committed adultery. Here then 
is a great distinction between adultery 
and plurality of wives. One brings 
honor and blessing to those who en- 
gage in it, the other degradation and 
death. 

After David had repented with nil 
his heart of his crime with the wife 
of Uriah, he, notwithstanding the 
number of wives he had previously 
taken, took Buthsheba legally, and 
by that legal marriage Salomon was 
horn; the child born of her unto 
David, begotten illegally, be'iig a 
bastard, displeased the Lord and He 
struck it with death; but with Salo- 
mon, a legal issue from the same 
woman, the Lord was so pleased that 
He ordained Solomon and set him on 
the throne of his father David. T it's 
shows the difference between the two 
classes of posterity, the one begotten 
illegally, the other in the order of 
marriage. If Solomon had been a 
bastard, as this pious generation 
would have us suppose, instead of 
being blessed of the Lord and ruined 
to the throne of his father, he would 
have been banished from the con*/ re* 
gation of Israel and ti is seed after 
him for ten generations. But, not* 
withstanding that he was s*> highly 
blessed and honored of the Lord, 
there was room for him to transgress 
and fall, and in the end he did so. 
For a long time the Lord blessed 
Solomon, but eventually he violated 
that law which the ijjni had given 
forbidding Israel to take wives from 
the idolatrous nations, and some of 
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these wives succeeded in taming his 
heart from the Lord, and induced 
bim to worship the heathen gods, 
and the Lord was angry with hirn 
and, as it is recorded in the Book of 
Mormon, considered the acts of Solo- 
mon an abomination in His sight. 

Let ns now come to the record in 
the Book of Mormon, when the Lord 
led forth Lehi and Nephi, and Iwh 
muel mid his two sons and tive 
daughters out of the land of Jerusa- 
lem to the hmd ot America, the males 
and females were about equal in 
number. There were Nephi, Sam, 
La man :md Lemuel, the four sons of 
Lehi, and Zoram, brought out of 
Jerusalem. How many daughters 
of Ishmacl were unmarried ? Just 
five. Would it have been just under 
tlie.se circumstances to ordain plurali- 
ty among them ? No. Why ? Be- 
cause the mules and females were 
equal in number and they were all 
under the guidance of the Almighty, 
hence it would have been unjust, and 
the Lord gave a revelation — the 
only one on record I believe*— in 
which a command w as ever given to 
any branch of Israel to be cofffined 
to the monogram ie system. In this 
case the Lord through His servant 
Levi, gave a command that they 
should have bat one wife. The L«»rd 
had n perfect right to vary His Com- 
mands in this respect according to 
circumstances as He did in others, as 
recorded in the Bible. There we 
find that the domestic relations were 
governed according to the mind and 
will of God, >md were varied accord- 
ing to circumstances, as he thought 
proper. 

By and by, after the death of Lehi, 
so in i ^ of his posterity began to disre- 
gard the strict law that God had 
given to their father, and took more 
wives than one, and the Lord put 
them in mind, through His servant 
Jacob, one of the sons of Lehi, of 


this law, and told them that they 
were transgressing it, and then re- 
ferred to Divid and Solomon, as 
having committed abomination in 
His sight. The Bible plso tells us 
that they sinned in the sight of God; 
not in taking wives legally, but only 
in those they took illegally, in doing 
which they brought wrath and con- 
demnation upon their heads. 

Hut because the Lord dealt thus 
with the small branch of the House 
of Israel that came to America, 
under ihcir peculiar circumstances, 
there are those at the present day 
who will appeal t(tihis passage in the 
Bonk of Mormon as something um- * 
versa) ly applicable in regard^ man's 
domestic relations. The saiiie God 
that commanded oi:c branch o£ tho 
House -of Israel in America, to take 
but one wife when the numbers of 
the two sexes were about equal, gave 
a different command to the hosts of 
Isr ;k j I in Palestine. /But let us see 
the*, Qualifying clause given in the 
Botifc 6f 'Mormon on this subject. 
Aftefjhaving reminded the people of 
the commandment delivered by Lehi 
in regard to monogamy, the Lord 
says, "For if I will rai*e up seed 
unto me I will command my people, 
otherwise they shall hearken unto 
these things;" that is, if I will raise 
up seed among my people of the' 
House of Israel, according* to the 
law (hat exists among the tribes of 
Israel I will give them a command- 
ment on the subject^ but if 1 do not 
give this commandment they shall 
hearken to the law whiph I give unto 
their father Lehi. That is the mean-/ 
itig of the passage, and tins very 
passage goes to prove that plurality 
ink a principle God did approve 
under circumstances when it was 
autliorized by Him, 

in the e;ir!y rise of this ChurcB, 
Fe 'irnary, 18:U, God gave a 
man^men to its members, recorded 
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in the Book of Covenants, wherein 
He says, " Thoa shalt love thy wife 
with all thy heart, and .shalt cleave 
unto her and to none else;" and then 
He gives a strict law agairtst adul- 
tery. This yon have, no doubt, all 
read; but let me ask whether the 
Lord had the privilege and the right 
to vary from this law. It was given 
in 1831, when the one- wife system 
alone prevailed among this people. 
I will tell you what the Prophet Jo- 
seph said in relation to this matter 
in 18-51, also in 1832, the year in 

^whicb *-the law commanding the j 
members of this Church to cleave to 
one wife only was given. Joseph was j 
^iheh living in Portage county, in the ' 
town of Hiram, at the house of 
Father John Johnson. Joseph was 
very intimate with that futuilv, and 
they were good 1 * people at that lime, 
and enjoyed much of the Spirit of j 
the Lord. In the tore part of the 1 
year 18:11*, Joseph told individuals,' | 
then in the Church, that he had in- 
quired of the Lord concerning the 
principle of plurality of wives, and 
he received for answer that the prin- 
ciple of taking more wives than one 

. fa a true principle, but the time had 
not yet come for it to be practised. 
That was hef re the Church was two 
years old. The Lord has His own 
time to do all things pertaining to 
His purposes in the last dispensation; ■ 
His own time for restoring all things 
that have been predicted by the 
ancient prophets. If they have pre- 
dicted that the day would come when. 
*even women would take hold of one 
man, saying, " We will eat our own 
bread and wear our own apparel 
only let us be called by thy name to 
take afray our reproach ; f and that, 
in that day the branch of the Lord 
should be beautiful and glorious and 
the fruits of the earth should be ex- 
cellent and comely, the Lord has the 
right to say when that time shall be. 
No. 13. 


CNow supposing the members of 
this Church had undertaken to vary 
from that law given in 1831 , to love 
their one wife with all their hearts 
and to cleave to none other, they 
would have come under the curse 
and condemnation of God's holy law. 
Some twelve years after thai; time the 
revelation on Celestial Marriage was 
revealed. This is just republished at 
the Deseret News office, in a pamphlet 
entitled, " Answers to Questions," by 
President George A, Smith, and 
heretofore has been published in 
pamphlet form and in the Millen- 
nial Star, and sent throughout the 
length and breadth of oar country, 
being included in our works and pub* 
lished in the works of our enemies. 
Then came tho Lord's time for this 
holy and ennobling principle to be 
practised again among His people. 1 

We have not time to read the' 
revelation this afternoon ; suffice it to 
say that God revealed the principle 
through His servant Joseph in IS +3 
It wn s known by many individuals 
while the Church was yet in Illinois; 
and though it was not then printed* 
it was a familiar thim* through all 
the streets of Nanroo, and indeed 
throughout all Hancfock county. Did 
I hear about it? I verily did, Did 
my brethren of the Twelve know 
about it ? They certainly did. Were 
there any females who knew about 
it? There certainly were, for # some* 
received the revelation and # entered 
into the practice ot the principle;* 
Some may say, " Why was it not 
printed, and made known to the^ 
people generally, if it was of such 
importance F I reply by asking 
another question. Why did not the 
revelations in the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants come to us in print 
years before they did? Why were 
they shut up in Joseph's cupboard 
years and years without being suffered 
to be printed and sent broadcast 
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throughout the land? Because the 
Lord had His own time again to 
accomplish His purposes, and He 
suffered the revelations to be printed 
just when He saw proper. He did 
not suffer the revelation on the great 
American war to be published until 
some time after it was given. So in 
regard to the revelation on plurality; 
it was only a short time after Joseph's 
death that we published it, having a 
copy thereof. But what became of 
the original ? An apostate destroyed 
it; you have heard her name. That 
same woman, in destroying the origi- 
nal, thought she had destroyed the 
revelation from the face of the earth, 
She was embittered against Joseph, 
her husband, and at times fought 
against liini with all her heart ; and 
thin again she would break down in 
her feelings, and humble herself be* 
fore God and call upon His holy 
name, and would then lead forth 
ladies and place their hands in the 
hands of Joseph, and they were mar- 
ried to him according to the law of 
God. That same woman has brought 
up her children to believe that no 
such thing as plurality of wives ex* 
isted in the days of Joseph , and has 
instilled the bitterest principles of 
apostacy into their minds, to fight 
against the Church that has come to 
these mountains according to the 
predictions of Joseph, 

In the year 1844, before big death, 
a large company was organized to 
come and search out a location, west 
of the Rocky Mountains. We have 
been fulfilling and carrying out his 
predictions in coming here and since 
our arrival. The course pursued by 
this woman shows what apostates 
<can do, and how wicked they can 
become in their hearts. When they 
apostatize from the truth they can 
come out and swear before God and 
the heavens that such and such 
things never existed, when they 


know, as well as they know they 
exist themselves, thai they are swear- 
ing falsely. Why do they do this ? 
Because they have no fear of God 
before their eyes; because they have 
apostatized from the truth ; because 
they have taken it upon themstlvua 
to destroy the revelations of the 
Most High, -and to banish them from 
the face of the earth, and the Spirit 
of God withdraws from them. We 
have come here to these mountains, 
and have continued to practice the 
principle of Celestial Marriage from 
the day the revelat ion was given until 
the present time; and we are a poly- 
gamic people, and a great people, 
comparatively speaking, considei lug 
the difficult circumstances under 
which we came to this land. 

Let us speak for a few momenta 
upon another point connected with 
this subject — that is, the reason why 
God lias established polygamy under 
the present circumstances among 
this people. If all the inhabitants 
of the earth, at the present time, 
were righteous before God, and both 
males and females were faithful in 
keeping His commandments, and the 
numbers of the sexes of a marriage- 
able age were exactly equal, there 
would be no necessity for any such 
institution. Every righteous man 
could have his wife and theie would 
be no overplus of females. But what 
are the facts in relation to this matter? 
Since old Pagan Rome and Greece — 
worshippers of idols — passed a law 
confining man to one wife, there has 
been a great surplus of females who 
have had no possible chance of gutting 
married. You may think * this a 
strange statement, but it is a fact 
that those nations were the founders 
of what is termed monogamy. All 
other nations, with few exceptions, 
had followed the Scriptural plan of 
having more wives than one. These 
nations, however, were very powerful 


and when Christianity came to them, 
especially the Roman nation, it had 
to bow to their mandates and customs, 
hence the Christians gradually adopt- 
ed the monogamic system. The 
consequence was that a great many 
marriageable ladies of those days, 
and of all generations from that time 
to the present, have not had the 
privilege of husbands, as the one- 
wife system kas been established by 
law among the nations descended 
from the gieat Roman empire — 
namely, the nations of modern Europe 
and the American States. This law 
of monogamy, or the monogamic 
system, laid the foundation for pros- 
titution anil the evils and diseases of 
the most revolting nature and charac- 
ter under which modern Christendom 
groans, for as God has implanted, 
for a wise purpose, certain feelings in 
the breasts of females as well as 
males, the gratification of which is 
necessary to health and happiness, 
and which can only be accomplished 
legitimately in the married state, 
invriads of those who have been de- 
prived of the privilege of enter! tig 
that state, rather than be deprived of 
the gratification of those feelings 
altogether, have, in despair, given 
way to wickedness and licentiousness; 
hence the whoredoms and prostitu- 
tion among the nations of tbe earth, 
where the u Mother of Hat lots 1 lias 
her seat. 

When the religions Reformers 
came out, some two or three centu- 
ries ago, they neglected to reform 
the marriage system — a subject de- 
manding their urgent attention. But 
leaving these Reformers and their 
doings, let us come down to our own 
times and see whether, as has been 
often said by many, the numbers of 
the sexes are equal ; and let us take 
as a basis for our investigations on 
this part of our subject the censuses 


taken by several of the States in the 
American Union. 

Many will tell us that the number 
of males and the number of females 
born are just about equal, and be* 
cause they are so it is not reasonable 
to suppose that God ever intended 
the nations to practice plurality of 
wives. Let me say a few words on 
that Supposing we should admit, 
for the sake of argument, that the 
sexes are born in equal numbers, 
does that prove that the same equality 
exists when they come to a marriage* 
able age? By no means. There 
may be about equal numbers born, 
but what do the statistics of our 
country show in regard to the deaths ? 
Do as many females as males die 
during the first year of their exist- 
ence? If you go to the published 
statistics yon will find, almost without 
exception, that in every State ft 
greater number of males die the first 
vear of their existence than females. 
The same holds good from one year 
to five years, from five years to ten, 
from ten to fifteen, and from fifteen 
to twenty* This shows that the 
number of females is greatly in 
excess of the males when they come 
to a marriageable age. Let us eluci- 
date still further, in proof of the 
position here assumed. Let us take, 
for instance, the census of the State 
of Pennsylvania in the year 1^60, 
and we shall find that there were 
1 i ,588 more females than males be- 
tween the ages of twenty and thirty 
years, which may strictly be termed 
a marriageable age. Says pne, m Pro- 
bably the great war made that differ- 
ence/ 1 No, this was before the war. 
Now let us go to the statistics of the 
State of New York, before the war, 
and we find according to the official 
tables of the census taken in I860, 
that there were 45, 1 04 more females 
than males in that one State, between 
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the ages of twenty and thirty years 
— a marriageable age, recollect ! Now 
let us go to the State of Massachu- 
setts, and look at the statistics there. 
In the year 1865, there were 
more females than males be* 
tween the age of twenty and thirty. 
We might go on from State to State 
and then to the census taken by the 
United States, and a vast surplus 
wo aid be shown of females over males 
of a marriageable age.? What is to 
be done with them ? I will tell you 
what Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, 
and New York say. They say, vir- 
tually, " Wc will pass a law so strict, 
that if these females undertake to 
marry a man who has another wife, 
both they and the men they marry 
shall be subject to a term of imprison- ■ 
meat in the penitentiary/' Indeed ! 
Then what aw you going to do with 
these hundreds of thousands of fe- 
males of a marriageable age? "We 
are going to make them either old 
maids or prostitutes, and we would u 
little rather have them prostitutes, 
then we men would have no need to 
marry." That is the conclusion 
many of these marriageable males, 
between twenty and thirty years of 
age, have come to. They will not 
marry because the laws of the land 
have a tendency to make prostitutes, 
and they can purchase all the animal 
gratification they desire without being 
bound to any woman; hence many 
of them have mistresses, by whom 
they raise children, and, when they 
get tired of them, turn both mother 
and children into the street, with 
nothing to support them, the law 
al lowing them to do so, because the 
women are not wives, Thns the poor 
creatures are plunged into the depths 
of misery, wretchedness and degrada- 
tion, because at all risks they have 
followed the instincts implanted 
within them by their Creator, and 
not having the opportunity to do so 


legally have done so unlawfully. 
There are hundreds and thousands* of 
[unmarried] females in this boasted 
land of liberty, through the narrow, 
contracted, bigoted State laws, pre* 
venting them from ever getting hus- 
bands. That is what the Lord is 
fighting against; we, also, are fight- 
ing against it, and for the re-esta- 
blishment of the Bible religion and 
the celestial or patriarchal order of 
marriage* 

It is no matter according to the 
Constitution whether we believe in 
the patriarchal part of the Bible, in 
the Mosaic or in the Christian part ; 
whether we believe in one-half, two- 
thirds, or in the whole of it ; that is 
nobody's business. The Constitution 
never granted power to Congress to 
prescribe what part of the Bible any 
people should believe in or reject ; it 
never intended any mch thing. 

Much more might be said, but the 
congregation is large, and a speaker, 
of course, will weary. Though my 
voice is tolerably good, I feel weary 
in attempting to make a congrega- 
tion of from eight to ten thousand 
people hear me. I have tried to do 
so* May God bless you, and may He 
pour out His Spirit upon the rising 
generation among us, and upon the 
Missionaries who are about to be sent 
to the United States and elsewhere, 
that the great principles, political, 
religions and domestic, that God has 
ordained and established, may be 
made known to all people. 
£jn this land of liberty in religious 
worship, let m boldly proclaim our 
rights to believe in and practice any 
Bible precept, command or ^doctrine, 
whether in the Old or New Testament, 
whether relating to ceremonies, ordi- 
nances, domestic relations, or anything 
else, not incompatible with the rights 
of others, an(J the great revelations 
of Almighty God manifested in an- 
cient and modern times. Am en. 
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I will repeat a few verses in the 
tenth chapter of Mark, commencing 
at the twenty-eighth verse, 

u Then Peter began to say unto 
him, Lo, we have left all, and have 
followed thee. 

u And Jesus answered and said, 
Verily I say unto yon, there is no 
man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my 
sake, and the Gospel's, 

"But be shall receive an hundred- 
fold now in tin's time, houses, and 
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, 
and ^children, and lands, with perse- 
cutions; and in the world to come 
eternal life." 

In rising to address you this morn- 
ing, -my brethren and sisters, I rely 
Upon your faith and prayers and the 
blessing of God. We have heard, 
daring Conference, a great many 
precious instructions, and in none 
have I been more interested than in 
those which have been given to the 
Saints concerning that much mooted 
doctrine called Patriarchal or Ce- 
lestial Marriage. I am interested in 
this doctrine, because I see salvation, 
temporal and spiritual, embodied 
therein. I know, pretty well, whkt 
the popular feelings concerning this 
doctrine are; I am familiar with the 
opinions of the world, having travelled 
and mingled with the people suffici- 
ently to be conversant with their 
ideas in delation to this subject. I 
am also familiar with the feelings of 


the Latter-day Saints upon this point. 
I know the sacrifice of feeling which 
it has caused for them to adopt this 
principle in their faith and lives. It 
has required the revelation of God, 
our heavenly Father, to enable His 
people to receive this principle and 
carry it out. I wish, here, to make 
one remark in connection with this 
subject — that while there is abundant 
proof to be found in the Scriptures 
and elsewhere in support of this 
doctiine, still it is not because it was 
practiced four thousand years ago by 
the servants and people of God, or 
because it has been practiced by any 
people or nation in any period of the 
world's history, that the Latter-day 
Saints have adopted it and made it 
part of their practice, but it is be- 
cause God, our heavenly Father, 
has revealed it unto us. If there 
were no record of its practice to be 
found, and if the Bible, Book of 
Mormon and Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants were totally silent in re- 
spect to this doctrine, it would never- 
theless be binding upon us as a 
people, God Himself having given a 
revelation for us to practice it at the 
present time. This should be under- 
stood by us as a people. It is grati- 
fying to know, however, that we are 
not the first of God's people unto 
whom this principle has been re- 
vealed ; it is gratifying to know 
that we are only following in the 
footsteps of those who have preceded 
us in the work of God, and that we, 
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to- day , are only carrying out the 
principle which God's people ob* 
served, in obedience to revelation 
from Him, thousands of years ago. 
It is gratifying to know that we are 
suffering persecution, that we are 
threatened with fines and imprison* 
ment for the practice of precisely 
the same principle which Abraham, 
the " Friend of God," practiced in 
his life and taught to his children 
after him. 

The discourses of brother Orson 
Pratt and of President George A. 
Smith have left but very little to be 
said in relation to the Scriptural 
arguments in favor of this doctrine, 
I know that the general opinion 
among men is that the Old Testa- 
ment, to some extent, sustains it; 
but that the New Testament — , Jesus 
and the Apostles, were silent con- 
cerning it. It was clearly proved in 
our hearing j^esterday, and the after- 
noon of the day previous, that the 
New Testament, though not so ex- 
plicit in reference to the doctrine, is 
still decidedly in favor of it and 
sustains it. Jesus very plainly told 
the Jews, when boasting of being 
the seed of Abraham, that if they 
were, they would do the works of 
Abraham. He and the Apostles, in 
various places, clearly set forth that 
Abraham was the great exemplar of 
faith for them to follow, and that 
they must follow him, if they ever 
expected to participate in the glory 
and exaltation enjoyed by Abraham 
and his faithful seed. Throughout 
the New Testament Abraham is held 
up to the converts to the doctrines 
which Jesus taught, as an example 
worthy of imitation, and in no place 
is there a word of condemnation ut- 
tered concerning him. The Apostle 
Paul, in speaking of him says : 

"Know ye, therefore, that they 
which are of the faith, the same are 
the children of Abraham. . . . 


| So then they which I>e of the faith 
are blessed with faithful Abraham." 

He also says that the Gentiles, 
through adoption, became Abraham's 
seed ; that the blessing of Abraham, 
says he, might come upon the Gen- 
tiles through Jesus Christ, showing 
plainly that Jesus and all t lie Apostles 
who alluded to the subject, held the 
deeds of Abraham to be, in every 
respect, worthy of imitation, 

W ho was this Abraham ? I have 
heard the saying frequently advanced, 
that in early life, being an idolater, 
it was an idolatrous, heathenish prin- 
ciple which he adopted in taking to 
hi id self a second wife, while Sarah 
still lived. Those who make this 
assertion in reference to the great 
patriarch, seem to be ignorant of the 
fact that he was well advanced in 
life and had served God faithfully 
many years, prior to making any 
addition to his family. He did not 
have a plurality of wives until years 
after the Lord had revealed Himself 
to him, commanding him to leave 
Ur, of the Chaldees, and go forth ta 
a land which He would give to him 
and his posterity for an everlasting 
possession. He went forth and lived 
in that land many long years before 
the promise of God was fulfilled unto 
hira — namely, that in his seed should 
all the nations of the earth be blessed ; 
and Abraham was still without any 
heir, except Eliezer, of Damascus, 
the steward of his house. At length, 
after living thus for ten years, God 
commanded him to take to himself 
another wife, who was given to him 
by his wife Sarah. When the off- 
spring of this marriage was born, 
Abraham was eighty- six years old* 

We read of no word of condemna- 
tion from the Lord for this act — 
something which we might naturally 
expect if, as this unbelieving and 
licentious generation affirm, the act 
of taking more wives than one be 


such a vile crime, and so abominable 
in the sight of God; for if it be 
evil in the sight of the Lord to-day, 
it was then, for the Scriptures inform 
us that He changes not, He is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, 
and is without variableness or the 
shadow of turning. But instead of 
condemnation, God revealed Himself 
continually to His friend Abraham, 
teaching His will unto him, revealing 
all things concerning the future it 
was necessary for him to understand, 
and promising him that, though he 
had been blessed with a son, Ishmael, 
yet in Isaac, a child of promise, not 
yet born, should his seed be called. 
Abraham was to have yet another 
son. Sarah, in her old age, because 
of her faithfulness, because of her 
willingness to comply with the re- 
quirements and revelations of God, 
was to have a son given unto her. 
Such an event was so unheard of 
among women at her time of life 
that, though the Lord promised it, 
she conld not help laughing at the 
idea. But God fulfilled His promise, 
and in due time Isaac was born, and 
was greatly blessed of the Lord, 

Determined to try His faithful 
servant Abraham to the uttermost, 
the Lord, some years after the birth 
of this son, in whom He had pro- 
mised that Abraham's seed should be 
called, required him to offer up this 
toy as a burnt offering to Him ; and 
Abraham, nothing doubting, but full 
of faith and integrity, and of devo- 
tion to his God, proved himself worthy 
of the honored title that had been 
conferred upon him, namely, "the 
Friend of God," by taking his son 
Isaac, in whom most of his hopes 
for the f.iture centred, np the moun- 
tain, and there, having built the 
altar, he bound the victim, and with 
knife uplifted, was about to strike 
the fatal blow, when the angel of 
the Lord cried out of heaven com* 


manding him not to slay his son, 
The Lord was satisfied, having tried 
him to the uttermost, and found him 
willing even to shed the blood of 
his well-beloved son. 

The Lord was so pleased with the 
faithfulness of Abraham, that He 
gave unto him the greatest promise 
He could give to any human being 
on the face of the earth. What do 
you think was the nature of that 
promise? Did He promise to Abra- 
ham a crown of eternal glory? Did 
He promise to him that he should be 
in the presence of the Lamb, that 
he should tune bis harp and sing 
praises to God and the Lamb through* 
out the endless ages of eternity ? 
Let me quote it to you, and it would 
be well if all the inhabitants of the 
earth would reflect upon it. Said 
the Lord s 

** In blessing I will bless thee, and 
in multiplying I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of heaven, and as 
the sand which is upon the sea-shore; 
and thy seed shall possess the gate 
of his enemies." 

This was the promise which God 
gave to Abraham, iu that hour of his 
triumph, in that hour when there 
was joy in heaven over the faithful- 
ness of one of God's noblest and 
most devoted sons* Think of the 
greatness of this blessing ! Can you 
count the stars of heaven, or even 
the grains of a handful of sand? 
No, it is beyond the power of earth's 
most gifted sons to do either, and 
yet God promised to Abraham that 
his seed should be as innumerable as 
the stars of heaven or as the sand on 
the sea- shore. 

How similar was this promise of 
God to Abraham to that made by 
Jesus as a reward for faithfulness to 
those who followed him ! Said Jesus, 
he that forsakes brothers or sisters, 
houses or lands, father or mother, 
wives or children, shall receive a 
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hundred-fold in this life with perse- 
cution, and eternal life in the world 
to come, ! 

A very similar blessing to that 
which God, long before, had made to 
Abraham, and couched in very simi- 
lar terms. 2 

It is pertinent for us to inquire, on 
the present occasion, how the promises 
in ad ft by Jesus and his Father, in 
ages of the world separated by a 
long interval the one from the other, 
could be realized under the system 
which prevails throughout Christen- 
dom at the present day? In the 
monogamic system, under which the 
possession of more than one living 
wife is regarded as such a crime, and 
as being so fearfully immoral, how 
could the promise of the Savior to 
his faithful followers, that they should 
have a hundred- fold of wives and 
children, in this present life, ever be 
realized ? There is a way which 
God has provided in a revelation 
given to this Church, in which He 
says: , 4) i 

" Strait is the gate and narrow the 
way that leadeth unto the exaltation 
and continuation of the lives, and 
few there be that find it, because ye 
receive me not in the world, neither 
do ye know me." 

God revealed that strait and nar- 
row way to Abraham, and taught him 
how he could enter therein. He 
taught him the principle of plurality 
of wives ; Abraham practiced it and i 
bequeathed it to his children as a 
principle which they were to practice. 
Under such a system it was a com- 
paratively easy matter for men to 
have a hundred- fold of wives, children, 
fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters and 
everything else in proportion ; and in 
no other way could the promises of 
Jesus be realized by his followers, 
than in the way God has provided, j 
and which He has revealed to His ■ 
Church and people in these latter days. '/ 


I have felt led to dwell upon these 
few passages from jjie sayings of 
Jesus to show you that there are 
abundance of Scriptural proofs in 
favor of this principle and the posi- 
tion this Church has assumed, in ad- 
dition to those previously referred to. 

It is a blessed thing to know that, 
in this as every other doctrine and 
principle taught by us as a Church, 
we are sustained by the revelations 
God gave to His people anciently. 
One of" the strongest supports the 
Elders of this Church have had, in 
their labors among the nations, was 
the knowledge that the Bible and 
New Testament sustained every prin- 
ciple they advanced to the people. 
When they preached faith, repentance, 
baptism for the remission of sins, 
the laying on of hands for the re- 
ception of the Holy Ghost, the 
gathering of the people from the 
nations, the rebuilding of Jerusalem, 
the second coming of Christ, and 
every other principle ever touched 
upon by them, it was gratifying to 
know tint they were sustained by 
the Scriptures, and that they could 
turn to chapter and verse among the 
sayings of Jesus and his Apostles, or 
among those of the ancient prophets, 
in confirmation of every doctrino 
they ever attempted to bring to the 
attention uf those to whom they 
ministered. There is nothing with 
which the Latter day Saints can, 
with more confidence, refer to the 
Scriptures for confirmation and sup- 
port, than the doctrine of plural 
marriage, which at the present time, 
among one of the most wicked, adul- 
terous and corrupt generations the 
world has ever seen, is so much 
hated, and for which mankind gene- 
rally are so anxious to cast out and 
persecute the Latter-day Saints. 

If we look abroad and peruse the 
records of every day life throughout 
the whole of Christendom, we find 
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that 


cnmes of every nne, ac 
most appalling and revolting charac- 
ter are constantly committed, ex- 
citing neither surprise nor comment 
Murder,* robbery, adultery, seduction 
and every species of villainy known 
in the voluminous catalogue of crime 
in modern times, are regarded as 
mere matters of ordinary occurrence, 
and yet there is hue and cry raised, 
almost as wide as Christendom, for 
the persecution, by fine, imprison- 
ment, proscription, outlawry or ex- 
termination of the people of Utah 
because, knowing that God, the Eter- 
nal Father, has spoken in these days 
and revealed His mind and will to 
them, they dare to carry out His be- 
hests. For years they have meekly 
submitted to this persecution end 
contumely, but they appeal now, as 
ever, to all rational, reflecting men, 
4Hid invite comparison between the 
state of society here and in any por- 
tion of this or any other country, 
knowing that the verdict will be 
unanimous and overwhelming in their 
favor. In every civilized country on 
the face of the earth the seducer 
plies his arts to envelop his victim 
within his meshes, in order to ac- 
complish her ruin most completely j 
and it is well known that men hold- 
ing positions of trust and responsi- 
bility, looked upon as honorable and 
highly respectable members of so- 
ciety, violate their marriage vows by 
carrying on their secret amours and 
supporting mistresses, yet against 
the people of Utah, where such 
things are totally unknown, there is 
an eternal and rabid outcry because 
they practice the heaven-revealed sys- 
tem of a plurality of wives. It is a 
most astonishing thing, and no greater 
evidence could be given that Satan 
reigns in the hearts of the children 
of men, and that he is determined, 
if possible, to destroy the work of 
God from the face of the earth* 


hue, and of the 


The Bible, the only work accepted 
by the nations of Christendom, as a 
divine revelation, sustains this doc- 
trine, from beginning to end. T he- 
only revelation on record that can 
be quoted against it, came through 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, and is 
contained in the Book of Mormon j 
and strange to say, here in Salt Lake 
City, a day or two since, one of the 
leading men of the nation, in his 
eager desire and determination to 
cast discredit on this doctrine, unable 
to do so by reference to the Bible, 
which he, no doubt, in common with 
all Christians, acknowledges as di vine r 
was compelled to have recourse to 
the Book of Mormon, a work which 
on any other point he woold most 
unquestionably have scouted and 
ridiculed as an emanation from the 
brain of an impostor. What con* 
sistency ! A strange revolution this, 
that men should have recourse to 
our own works, whose authenticity 
they most emphatically deny, to 
prove us in the wrong. Yet, this 
attempt, whenever made, cannot be 
sustained, for brother Pratt clearly 
showed to you, in bis remarks the 
other day, that instead of the Book 
of Mormon being opposed to this 
principle, it contains an express pro- 
vision for the revelation of the prin- 
ciple to us as a people at some future 
time — namely, that when the Lord 
should desire to raise up unto Himself 
a righteous seed, He would command 
His people to that effect, plainly 
setting forth that a time would come 
when He would command His people 
to do so. 

It is necessary that this principle 
should be practiced under the aus- 
pices and control of the Priesthood, 
God has placed that Priesthood in 
the Church to govern and control all 
the affairs thereof, and this is a 
principle which, if nut practiced in 
the greatest holiness and purity,. 
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might lead men into great sin, there- 
fore the Priesthood is the more ne- 
cessary to guide and control men in 
the practice of this principle. There 
might be circumstances and situations 
M which it would not be wisdom in j 
tiie mind of God for His people to 
practice this principle, but so long as 
fl people are guided by the Priesthood 
and revelations of God, there is no 
danger of evil arising therefrom. If 
we, as a people, had attempted to 
practice this principle without reve- 
lation, it is likely that we should 
have been led into grievous sins, and 
the condemnation of God would have 
rested upon ns ; but the Church 
waited until the proper time came, 
and then the people practiced it ac- 
cording to the mind and will of God, 
making a sacrifice of their own feel- 
ings in so doing. But the history of 
the world goes to prove that the 
practice of this principle, even by 
nations ignorant of the Gospel, has 
resulted in greater good to them 
than the practice of monogamy or ' 
the one-wife system in the so-called 
Christian nations. To-day, Christen- 
dom holds itself and its institutions 
aloft as a pattern for all men to fol- 
low. If you travel throughout the 
United States and through the na-. 
tions of Europe in which Christianity 
prevails, and talk with the people 
about their institutions, they will 
boast of them as being the most 
permanent, indestructible and pro- 
gressive of any institutions existing 
upon the earth ; yet it is a fact well 
known to historians, that the Chris- 
tian nations of Europe are the young- 
est nations on the globe. Where 
are the nations that have existed from 
time immemorial ? They are not to 
be found in Christian monogamic 
Europe, but in Asia, among the poly- 
gamic races— China, Japan, Bindo- 
stan and the various races of that 
Tast continent. Those nations, from 


the most remote times, practiced 
plural marriage handed down to 
them by their forefathers. Although 
they are looked upon by the nations 
of Europe as semi- civilized, you will 
not find among thgm woman prosti- 
tuted, debased and degraded as she 
is through Christendom. She may 
be treated coldly and degraded, but 
among them, except where the Chris- 
tian element prevails to a large ex- 
tent, she is not debased and polluted, 
as she is among the so- called Chris- 
tian nations. It is a fact worthy of 
note that the shortest-lived nations 
of which we have record have been 
monogamic. Rome, with her arts, 
sciences and warlike instincts, was 
once the mistress of the world ; but 
her glory faded. She was a mono- 
gamic nation, and the numerous evils 
attending that system early laid the 
foundation for that ruin which even- 
tually overtook her. The strongest 
sayings of Jesns recorded in the New 
Testament were levelled against the 
dreadful corruptions practiced in 
Rome and wherever the Romans held 
sway. The leaven of their institu- 
tions had worked its way into the 
Jewish nation, Jewry or Palestine 
being then a Roman province, and 
governed by Roman oflicers, who 
brought with them their wicked in- 
stitutions, and Jesus denounced the 
practices which prevailed there. 

A few years before the birth of 
the Savior, Julius Cnosar WHS First 
Consul at Rome; he aimed at and 
obtained imperial power. He had' 
four wives during his life, and com- 
mitted numerous adulteries. His 
first wife he married early; but, be- 
coming ambitious, the alliance did 
not suit him, and, as the Roman law 
did not permit him to retain her and 
to marry another, he put her away. 
He then married the daughter of a 
consul, thinking to advance his in- 
terests thereby, She died, and a 


third was married. The third was 
divorced, and he married a fourth, 
with whom he was living at the 
time he was murdered. His grand- 
nephew, the Emperor Augustus Cae- 
sar, reigned at the time of the birth 
of Christ He is alluded to in his- 
tory as one of the greatest of the 
Caesars ; he also had four wives. He 
divorced one after another, except 
the last, who outlived him. These 
men were not singular in this prac- 
tice; it was common in Rome; the 
Romans did not believe in plurality 
of wives, but in divorcing them ; in 
taking wives for convenience and 

BP 

putting them away when they got 
tired of them. In our country di- 
vorces arc increasing, yet Roman 
like, men expect parity and chastity 
from their wives they do not practice 
themselves. Yon recollect, doubtless, 
the famous answer of Ceesar when 
his wife was accused of an intrigue 
with an infamous man. Some one 
asked Caesar why he had put away 
his wife. Said he, "The wife of 
Caesar must not only be incorrupt, 
but unsuspected," He could not 
bear to have the virtue of his wife 
even suspected, yet his own life was 
infamous in the extreme. He was a 
seducer, adulterer, and is reported to 
have practiced even a worse crime, 
yet he expected his wife to possess n 
virtue which, in his highest and holi- 
est moments, was utterly beyond his 
conception in his own life. i 
This leaven was spreading itself 
over every country where the Roman 
Empire had jurisdiction. It had 
reached Palestine in the days of the 
Savior, hence by understanding the 
practices prevalent in those times 
amongst that people, you will be 
better able to appreciate the strong 
language used by Jesus against putting 
away, or divorcing wives. Rome 
continued to practice corruption until 
she fell beneath the weight of it, and 


was overwhelmed, not by another 
monogamic rac*, but by the vigorous 
polygamic hordes from the north, 
who swept away RomaTrimperialisra, 
establishing in the place thereof insti- 
tutions of their own. But they 
speedily fell into the same habit of 
having* one wife and multitudes of 
i courtesans, and soon, like Rome, 
fell beneath their own corruptions. 
! When courtesans were taught every 
accomplishment and honored with 
the society of the leading men of the 
nation, and wives wore deprived of 
these privileges, is it any wonder 
that Rome should fall ? or that the 
more pure, or barbarous nations, as 
they were called, overwhelmed and 
destroyed her ? 

I have had it quoted to me many 
times that no great nations ever prac- 
ticed plural marriage. They who 
make such an assertion are utterly 
ignorant of history. What nations 
have left the deepest impress on the 
history of our race? Those which 
have practiced plurality of marriage. 
They have prevented the dreadful 
crime of prostitution by allowing 
men to have more wives than one, I 
know we are dazzled by the glory of 
Christendom; we are dazzled with 
the glory of our own age. Like 
every generation that has preceded 
it, the present generation thinks it is 
the wisest and best, and nearer to 
God than any which has preceded it 
This is natural; it is a weakness of 
human nature. This is the case with 
nations as well as generations. China, 
to-day, calls all western nations " out- 
side barbarians." Japan, Hindostan 
and all other polygamic nations do 
| the same, and in very many respects 
they have as much right to say that 
of the monogamic nations, as the 
latter have to say it of them, 

I heard a traveller remark a few 
days ago, while in conversation with 
! him, " I have travelled through Asia 


Minor and Turkey, and I have blushed 
many, times while contrasting the 
practices and institutions of those 
people with those of my own coun- 
try," the United States, He was a 
gentleman with whom I had a dis- 
cussion some years ago on the prin- 
ciple of plural marriage. He has 
travelled a good deal since then, and 
he remarked to me, " Travel enlarges 
a man's head and his heart, I have 
learned a great many things since we 
had a discussion together, and I have 
modified my views and opinions very 
materially with regard to the excel- 
lence of the institutions, habits and 
morals which prevail in Christendom " 
This gentleman told me that among 
those nations, which we call semi- 
civilized, there are no drinking saloons, 
no brothels, nor drunkenness, and an 
entire absence of many other evils 
which exist in our own nation. J 
think this testimony, coming from a 
man who, previously, had such strong 
prejudices, was very valuable. He 
is not the only one who has borne 
this testimony, but all reliable tra- 
vellers, who have lived in Oriental 
nations, vouch for the absence of 
those monstrous evils which flourish 
in and fatten and fester upon the 
vitals of all civilized or Christian 
nations. 

In speaking of Utah and this pe- 
culiar practice amongst its people, it 
is frequently said, 44 Look at the 
Turks and other Oriental nations and 
see how women are degraded and 
debased among them, and deprived 
of many privileges which they enjoy 
among us! ,? But if it be true that 
woman does not occupy her true po- 
sition among those nations, is this 
not more attributable to their rejec- 
tion of the Gospel than to their prac- 
tice of having a plurality of wives? 
Whatever her condition may be there, 
however, I do not therefore accept, 
as a necessary conclusion, that she 


must be degraded among us. We 
have received the Gospei of the Lord 
Jesus, the principles of which elevate 
all who honor them, and will impart 
to our sisters every blessing necessary 
to make them noble and good in the 
presence of God and man. 

Look at the efforts which are being 
made to elevate the sex among the 
Latter-day Saints! See the privileges 
that are given to them, and listen to 
the teachings imparted to them day 
by day, week by week, and year by 
year, to encourage them to press for- 
ward in the march of improvement! 
The elevation of the sex must follow 
as a result of these instructions. The 
practice in the world is to select a 
few of the sex and to elevate tbem. 
There is no country in the world, 
probably, where women are idolized 
to the extent they are in the L T nited 
States, But is the entire sex in the 
United States thus honored and re- 
spected ? No, it is not. Any person 
who will travel, and observe while he 
is travelling, will tind that thousands 
of women are degraded and treated 
as something very vile, aud are terri- 
bly debased in consequence of the 
practices of men towards ilium. But 
the Gospel of Jesus and the revela- 
tions which God has given unto us 
concerning Patriarchal Marriage have 
.a tendency to elevate the entire sex, 
and give all the privilege of being 
honored matrons and respected wives. 
There are no refuse among us — no 
class to be cast out, scorned and con- 
demned; but every woman who 
chooses can be au honored wife and 
move in society in the enjoyment of 
every right which woman should en- 
joy to make her the equal of man as 
far as she can be his equal 

This is the result of the revela- 
tions of the Gospel unto us, and the 
effect of the preaching and practice 
of this piinciple in our midst, I 
know, however, that there are those 
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who shrink from this, who feel their j 
hearts rebel against the principle, 
because of the equality which it 
bestows on the sex, They would 
like to be the honored few — the 
aristocrats of society, as it were, 
while their sisters might perish on I 
every hand around -them* They 
would not, if they could, extend 
their hands to save their sisters from 
a life of degradation. This is wrong 
and a tiling which God is displeased 
at. He has revealed this principle 
and commanded His servants to take 
wives. What for? That they may 
obey His greatcommand — a command 
by which Eternity is peopled, a com- 
mand by which Abraham's seed shall 
become as the stars of heaven fo* 
multitude, and as the sand on the 
sea-shore, that cannot be counted. 
He has given to us this command, \ 
and shall we, the sterner sex, submit 1 
to all the difficulties and trials en- 
tailed in carrying it out"? Shall we 
submit to all the afflictions and labor 
incident to this life to save our sis- 
ters, while many of you who are of 
the same sex, whose hearts ought to 
beat for their salvation as strongly 
as ours do, will not help us ? I leave 
yotrall to answer. There is a day of 
j reckoning coming when you will be 
held accountable as well as we. Every 
woman in this Church should join 
heart and hand in this great work, 
which has for its result the redemp- 
tion of the -vws, both male and fe- 
male. No woman should slacken her 
hand or withhold her influence, but 
every one should seek by prayer and 
faith onto God for the strength and 
grace necessary to enable her to do 
so. (< But," says one, ** is not this a 
trial, ;uyl docs it not inflict upon us 
unnecessary trials ?" There are afflic- 
tions and trials connected with this 
principle. It is necessary there should 
be. Is there any law that God re* 
veals unattended with a trial of some 
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kind ? Think of the time, you who 
are adults, and were born in the na- 
tions, when you joined the Church ! 
Think of the trials connected with 
your espousal of the Gospel, Did it 
not try you to go forlh and be bap- 
tized ? Did it not try you, when 
called upon to gather, to leave your 
homes and nearest and dearest friends, 
■ as many of you have done ? Did it 
not try you to do a great many things 
| you have been required to do in the 
Gospel ? Every law of the Gospel 
hiis a trial connected with it, and the 
higher the law the greater the trial; 
| and ns we ascend nearer and nearer 
to the Lord our God we shall have 
greater trials to contend with in 
purifying ourselves before Him, Ho 
has helped us thus far. He has 
helped us to conquer our selfish feel- 
ings, and when our sisters seek unto 
Him He helps them to % overcame 
j their feelings; He gives them strength 
to overcome their selfishness and 
jealousy. There is not a woman 
under the sound of my voice to*day, 
bnt can bear Witness of thi^, if she 
has tried it. You, sisters, whose 
husbands have takc?i other wives, can 
you not bear testimony that the 
principle Inis purified your hearts, 
made you less selfish, brought you 
nearer to God and given you power 
you never had before? There are 
hundreds within the sound of my 
' voice to-day, both men and women, 
: who can testify that this has been the 
effect that the practice of this princi- 
ple has had upon theui. 
I I am, speaking now of what are 
called the spiritual benefits arising 
from the righteous practice of thin 
principle. I am sure that, through 
the practice of this principle, we 
shall have a purer community, a com- 
munity more experienced, less selfish 
and with a higher knowledge of human 
nature than any other on the face of 
the earth. It h^s already had this 
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effect to a great extent, and its eflects 
in these directions will increase as 
the practice of the principle becomes 
more general* 

A lady visitor remarked to me not 
long ago in speaking upon this sub- 
ject, " Were I man, I would feel dif- 
ferently probably to what I do ; to 
your sex the institution cannot be so 
objectionable." This may be the 
case t.n some extent, but the practice 
of tins principle is by no means 
without its trials for the males. The 
difficulties and perplexities connected 
with the care of a numerous family, 
to a man who has any ambition, are 
so great that nothing short of the 
revelations of God or the command 
of Jesus Christ would tempt men to 
enter this order; the mere increase 
of facilities to gratify the lower pas- 
sions of our natures would be no in- 
ducement to assume such an increase 
of grave responsibilities. These de- 
sires have been implanted in both 
male and female for a wise purpose, 
but their immoderate and illegal 
gratification is a source of evil equal 
tu that system of repression prevalent 
in the world, to which thousands 
must submit or criminate themselves. 
Just tii ink, in the single State of 
Massachusetts, at the last census, 
there were 63,t>ll females more than 
males. Brother Pratt, in his remarks, 
on this subject, truly remarked that 
the law of Massachusetts makes these 
03,011 females either old maids or 
prostitutes, for that law says they 
shall not marry a man who has a 
wife. Think of this ! And the same 
is true to a greater or less degree 
throughout all the older States, for 
the females preponderate in every one. 

Thus far I have referred only to 
the necessity and benefit of this prin- 
ciple being practiced in a moral point 
of view. I have said nothing about 
the physiological side of the question. 
This is one, if not the strongest, 


source of argument in its favor; but 
I do not propose to enter into that 
branch of the subject tu any great 
extent on the present occasion. We 
are all, both men and women, physi- 
ologists enough to know that the 
procreative powers of man endure 
much lunger than those of woman. 
Granting, as some assert, that an 
equal number of the sexes exist, what 
would this lead to? Man must prac- 
tice that which is vile and low or 
submit to a system of repression ; 
because if he be married to a woman 
who is physically incapable, he must 
either do himself violence or what is 
far worse, he must have recourse to 
the dreadful and damning practice of 
having illegal connection with women, 
or become altogether like the bensts. 
Do you not see that if these things 
were introduced among our society 
they would be pregnant with the 
worst results? The greatest con- 
ceivable evils would result therefrom ! 
How dreadful are the Consequences 
of this system of which 1 am now 
speaking, as witnessed at the present 
time throughout all the nations of 
Christendom! You may see thent on 
every hand. Yet the attempt is 
being continually made to bring us 
to the same standard, and to compel 
us to share the same evils. 

When the principle of plurality of 
wives was revealed I was but a boy. 
While reflecting on the subject of 
the sealing power which was then 
being taught, the case of Jacob, who 
had four wives, occurred to me, and 
I immediately concluded that the 
time would come when light connected 
with this practice would be revealed 
to us as a people, I was therefore 
prepared for the principle when it 
was revealed, and I know it is true 
on the principle that I know that 
baptism, the laying on of hands, the 
gathering, and everything connected 
with the Gospel is true. If there 


were no books in existence, if the 
revelation itself were blotted out, and 
there was nothing written in its favor, 
extant among men, still I could bear 
testimony for myself that I know this 
is a principle which, if practiced in 
purity and virtue, as it should be, 
will result in the exaltation and bene* 
fit of the human family; and that it 
will exalt woman until she is redeem* 
ed from the effects of the Fall, and 
from that curse pronounced upon her 
in the beginning. I believe the cor- 
rect practice of this principle will 
redeem woman from the effects of 
that curse — namely, "Thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall 
rule over thee/* All the evils con- 
nected with jealousy have their origin 
in this. It is natural for woman to 
cleave to man ; it was pronounced 
upon her in the beginning, seemingly 
as a punishment. I believe the time 
will come when, by the practice of 
the virtuous principles which God 
has revealed, woman will be emanci- 
pated from that punishment and that 
feeling. Will she cease to Idve man f 
No, it is not necessary for her to 
cease to love, 

How is it among the nations of 
the earth ? Why, women, in their 
yearning after the other sex and in 
their desire for maternity, will do 
anything to gratify that instinct of 
their nature and yield to anything 
and be dishonored even rather than 
not gratify it; and in consequence of 
that which has been pronounced 
upon them, they are not held account- 
able to the same extent as men are. 
Man is strong, he is the head of 
woman, and God will hold him re- 
sponsible for the use of the influence 
he exercises over the opposite sex. 
Hence we were told by brother Pratt 
that there are degrees of glory, and 
that the faithful man may receive 
the power of God — the greatest He 
has ever bestowed upon man — namely, 


the power of procreation. It is a 
godlike power, but how it is abused ! 
How men debase themselves and the 
other sex by its unlawful and im- 
proper exercise ! We were told there 
is a glory to which alone that power 
will be accorded in the life to come. 
Still there will be millions of women 
saved in the kingdom of God, while 
men, through the abuse of thin pre- 
cious gift, will not be counted worthy 
of such a privilege. And this very 
punishment will, in the end, be wo- 
man's salvation, because she is not 
held accountable to the same degree 
that men are,J * 

This is a subject that we would all 
do well to reflect upon. There are 
many points connected with the 
question, physiologically, that might 
be dwelt upon with great advantage, 
I have heard it said, and seen it 
printed, that the children born here 
under this system are not so smart as 
others; that their eyes lack lustre 
and that they are dull in intellect; 
and many strangers, especially ladies, 
when arriving here, are anxious to 
see the children, having read ac- 
counts which have led them to expect 
that most of the children born here 
are deficient. But the testimony of 
Professor Park, the principal of the 
University of Deseret, and of other 
leading teachers of the young here, 
is that they never saw children with 
greater aptitude for the acquisition of 
knowledge than the children raised 
in this Territory. There are no 
brighter children to be found in the 
world than those born in this Terri- 
tory. Under the system of Patri- 
archal Marriage, the offspring, besides 
being equally as bright and brighter 
intellectually, are much more healthy 
and strong. Need I go into particu- 
lars to prove this ? To you who are 
married there is no necessity of doing 
so ; you know what I mean. You all 
know that many women are sent to 
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the grave prematurely through the 
evils they have to endure from t heir 
husbands, during pregnancy and lac- 
tatioru and that their children often 
sustain irremediable injury. 

Another good effect of the institu- 
tion hero in that yon may travel 

throughout onp entire Territory, and 

• * 

y ? T* i i.If^ tT T^'C^'^ 

inonsh ur.fcii 
is it tmder f be monogamic system ? 
Temptationa fire numerous *on every 
hand and young men fall a prey to 
-vter* An eminent medical professor 


tls. Our young live vir- 
\ thev manr. . But how 


in 
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centlj declared, while 


delivering a lecture to his class m 
©ne of the colleges there, that if he 
wanted a man fcwenty^five years of 
Age. free from a certain disease, he 
would not know where to find him, 
What a terrible statement to make ! 
In this community no such thing 
exists. Our boys grow up in purity, 
honoring and respecting virtue; oar 
girls do the Fame, and the great mass 
pf r hem are pure. There may be 
ins purl ties. We are human, and it 
would cot tie consistent with our 
knowledge of hnman nature to say 
thai we are entirely pare, but we are 
tbej mom pure, of any people within 
the 'erafifres of the Republic- We 
havfe fbwcfr onyirteous boys and girls 
jgl 9or midst than any other com* 
muisity within the range of my 
knowledge. Both sexes grow up in 
figQTy. health and pnritjii /j ; *,vhv 
i L These, my brethren and sisters, 
are .soma of the results which I 
wanted to allude to in connection 
with this- subject. Much more might 
be said. There is not a man or wo- 
man who has listened to me to-day, 
but he and she have though ts, reasons 
and arguments to sustain this princi- 
ple passing through their minds which 
1 have not touched upon, or if touched 
upon at all* m a very hasty manner. 

The) question arises. What is going 
to be done with this institution? Win 


| it be overcome? The conclusion ar- 
rived at long ago is that it is God 
i and the people for it. God has re- 
vealed it, He most sustain it, we 
cannot; we cannot bear it o% He 
.must. I know that Napoleon said 
Providence was on the side of the 
heaviest artillery, and many men 
think that God is on the side of the 
strongest party. The Midianites 
probably thought so when Gideon fell 
upon them with three hundred men. 
Sennacherib and the Assyrians 
thought so when they came down m J 
their might to blot out Israel. But 
Clod is mighty; God will prevail 
God will sustain that which He br 
revealed, and He will uphold and 
strengthen His servants and bear oi 
His people. We need nut be aflllcu 
by a doubt ; a shadow of doubt nee< 
not cross pur minds as to the result. 
We know that God c«n sustain ire * 
He has borne off His people in tri- 
umph thus far and will continue to 


I did intend, when 1 got up^ to 
sav something in relation to the 
effects of the Priest hood ; but as thy 
time is so far gone. I feel that if OE 
say anything it mnst be very brief 
But in connection with the subject of" 
plural marriage, the Priesthood is 
intimately interwoven. It is the 
Priesthood which produces the peace, 
harmony, good order, and every thin] 
which make us as a people peculiar, 
and ior which our Territory has be- 
come remarkable. It is that principle 
— >the Priesthood, which governs the 
heavenly hosts. God and Jesus rule 
through this power, and through it 
we are made, so far as we have re- 
ceived it and rendered obedience to 
its mandates, like our heavenly Father 
and God. He is our Father and oni 
God ; He is the Father of our Lew 
Jesus Christ; He is the Father of all 
the inhabitants of the earth, and wi 
inherit His divinity, if we choose to 
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seek for and cultivate it. We inherit 
His attributed; we can, by taking 
the proper course, inherit the Priest- 
hood by which He exercises control ; 
by which the heavenly orbs in the 
immensity of space are governed, 
and by which the earth revolves in 
its seasons. It is the holy Priest- 
hood that controls all the creations 
of the Gods, and though men tight 


against it, and, if they could, would 
blot it out of existence, it will pre- 
vail and go on increasing in power 
and strength until the sceptre of 
Jesus is acknowledged by all, and the 
earth is redeemed and sanctified. 

That this may be brought about 
speedily, is my prayer in the name 
of Jesus, Amen, 


DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, 
Delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, July 17, 1870, 


(Reported hy David W. Evans.) 


PREACH [NG THE GOSPEL — THE PRINCIPLES AND SPIRIT OF THE SAME. 


I realize that it is quite a trial for 
yonnsy men, who have just started in 
the life of the Gospel, to speak to an 
audience, either largo or small. In 
my observation and experience I 
have noticed that most speakers are 
timid at the sound of their own voices. 
If it were prudent and wisdom we 
would not ask oor young brethren to 
speak when they return home, but 
would let thera pass along and gratify 
their own feelings, without speaking 
to the congregations of the Saints, 
This timidity, experienced on rising 
to address their fellow creatures, is 
in all, with very few exceptions. I 
think I have seen a few men in my 
life t hat I suppose never were troubled 
or felt that trembling, fearful ness, 
timidity, bashful n ess or any hesitancy 
whatever to get up and say what 
they had a mind to ; but such persons 
are very rare* I do not know whether | 
I ever saw a female of this character 
No. 14 


or not, but I think I have seen a few 
men. As far as I am concerned, al- 
though I have addressed congrega- 
tions so many times, I have scarcely 
ever felt free from this timidity when 
rising for th^t purpose. When I 
view the faoes of my fellow creatures 
I behold an embodiment of intelligence 
before which my nature, according to 
this life, shrinks; and this is the- 
case With most speakers. Still, in 
my experience, when it has been my 
duty to declare the Gospel of the- 
Son of God to the children of men, 
I have found that the Lord ha& 
strengthened me; He has given me 
His Holy Spirit, and when enjoying 
it while talking to the people fear or 
timidity soon disappeared. This is 
the experience of my younger days ? 
and this is the case with our young 
Elders, When they rise they feel 
this timidity of which i have been 
speaking, but if they enjoy the Spirit 
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of the Lord, their humanity or the 
weakness of human nature is soon 
forgotten. I know how to feel for 
and sympathize with them; I have 
realized all that they have realized, 
for my experience in my early career 
as a preacher of the Gospel was si mi* 
lar to theirs* I was ignorant of let* 
ters to a great degree, yet I had been 
a Bible student from my youth ; but 
tv hen the Spirit of the Lord was 
upon me it was no matter to me who 
heard my voice when declaring the 
principles of the Gospel, or who felt 
disposed to dispute, criticise, or spi- 
ritualize or do away with the Scrip- 
tures of divine truth. To me it was 
nothing; they were like children, 
and their efforts were no more than 
the efforts of babes. I do not think 
1 have ever seen or been acquainted 
with a " Mormon" Elder who has 
enjoyed the spirit of his mission but 
who was able to stand before the , 
learned and wise and before the di- 
vines of the day and preach the 
Gospel fearlessly, for the simple 
reason that they have not the Gospel. 
They may have a gospel ; I do not 
dispute that; and they have also 
their creeds and forms of worship ; 
but when they take this book (the 
Bible) for their guide,in their religion, 
faith and woiks, they are one with 
na; then we have no disputations, 
no contentions, no room for arguments; 
but when they do away with the 
Scriptures and turn the truth of God 
into a falsehood, and manifest the 
same spirit as that manifested by the 
children of Israel, namely, to trans- 
gress every law, to change every 
ordinaLce and to break the covenants 
delivered to them, why the Elder of 
Israel has God to back him up; he 
has the word of the Almighty to 
sustain him; he has the Bible in his 
hand to prove that his position is 
correct, and that theirs is false. 
We have labored, toiled and tra- 
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veiled, without purse or scrip, to 
preach the Gospel to all nations and 
people wherever they would hearken. 
Wherever they would permit us to 
enter their cities, towns and villages, 
their meeting-houses, school-houses 
or dwelling nouses, we have been 
ready to preach to them the words of 
life and salvation. It is our delight 
to hear the young brethren, who have 
returned from missions, say the past 
three or five years, as the case may 
be, " have been the happiest of my 
whole life," Where is the man or 
woman now living, or that ever did 
live, that was not happy when in pos- 
session of the Spirit of God ? It 
makes its possessors happier than all 
the pleasures of life. Can wealth 
and worldly honor give that complete 
joy and satisfaction which the Spirit 
of God affords to the humble Saint ? 
No, The possession of everything 
that we can desire — that our eyes 
could see, our ears hear, or our hearts 
conceive, would fall at our feet 
worthless, so far as their capability 
of conferring real, genuine joy, satis- 
faction and pleasure is concerned, 
when compared with the Spirit of 
God when it enlightens, the mind^ 
enriches the soul and lifts up an in. 
dividual to behold the tilings of 
eternity, the work of God and His 
designs concerning this earth and 
the children of men. I say that all 
earthly things fall at the feet of an 
individual who possesses the Spirit 
of God ; for his life, hopes, desires, 
thoughts, anticipations and will are 
far above the things of this life, and 
I earth sinks beneath him. This Spirit 
animates our young brethren when 
faithfully attending to their duties 
while on missions, and it is this which 
enables them to say that the lime so 
spent has been the happiest of their 
lives. This enables our Elders, many 
of whom are to a great degree desti- 
tute of education, to stand before the 
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learned, wise and noble, and the di- 
Tines of the day, and declare the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel of Jesus. Who 
could do this under such circum- 
stances without the Spirit of the Lord ? 
I do not know the individual ; and if 
there be those who could they are 
such as I refer r d to at the com- 
mencement of my remarks who, desti- 
tute of a knowledge of their own 
weakness, can staid up any where and 
speak with boldness and exhibit them- 
selves, whether it be wisdom or folly 
to do so, None but those who enjoy 
the Spirit of the Lord, who are filled 
with the Holy Ghost, can stand before 
emperors, kings and wise men of the 
earth and speak the words of truth 
with all that simplicity and pleasure 
that children con verse together [with]. 
This is my experience- When con- 
templating what we have passed 
through in travelling and preaching, 
it gives joy to many. The contem- 
plation of my own experience, when 
I have time to do so, is a source of 
the greatest pleasure; perhaps this is 
not quite correct, but it is a source of 
great pleasure to take a retrospective 
view of the scenes I have passed 
through, for I can see where God has 
favored and blessed me. For instance, 
I recollect the Sunday morning on 
which I was baptized, in my own 
little mill stream ; I was ordained to 
the office of an Elder before my clothes 
were dry upon ma I passed the day 
in meeting, and one week from that 
day I had the pleasure of meet in- 
with and preaching to # a large congre- 
gation, I think there were present 
on that occasion four experienced 
Elders, formerly of the Methodist and 
Baptist persuasions, who had received 
the Gospel and had been numbered 
with us, I expected to hear them 
address the people on the principles 
that we had just received through the 
servants of the Lord. They said that 
the Spirit of the Lord was not upon 


them to speak to the people, yet they 
had teen preachers for years, I was 
but a child, so far as public speaking 
and a knowledge of the world was 
concerned ; but the Spirit of the Lord 
was upon me, and I felt as though my 
bones would consume within me unless 
I spoke to the people and told them 
what 1 had seen, heard and learned— 
what I had experienced and i ejoiced 
in; and the first discourse I ever 
delivered I occupied over an hour, 
I opened my mouth and the Lord 
filled it; and from that time, wher- 
ever we travelled and preached, tha 
people heard, received and rejoiced in 
the Gospel, and we baptized our thou- 
sands upon thousands 

I recollect when I left, to go to 
England, 1 was unable to walk twenty 
rids without assistance. I was helped 
to the edge of the river Mi-sissippL 
and carried across. When brother 
Kimball uud I started on our journey 
there was a struggle between us and 
the powers of earth and hell whether 
or not we should accomplish our mis- 
sion. We were in the depths of 
pjverfy, caused by being driven from 
Missouri, where we had left all. I 
recollect that one of my own sisters 
pitied my condition and sitintimi; 
she was sorry fur me, unl said, 
' Brother Brigham, what neee-sity is 
there fur you to go to England while 
you are sick ? Why not tarry here 
until you are well?* I said t> her, as 
i started off one morning, " Sister 
Fanny, I never felt better in my life." 
She wus a very eccentric woman and, 
looking at me, with tears in h reyes, 
she said, 14 You lie." I suit! n< < thing, 
but I was determined to go to ling- 
laud or to die trying. My ti' m resolve 
was that I wo aid do what I was re- 
quired to do in the Gospel of life and 
*:dv;itiou, or I would die trying to do 
it I am so to*day. 

We lauded upon the shores of Eng- 
land, and then I felt that the chains 
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were broken, and the bands that 
were upon me were burst asunder 
Twelve months and sixteen days a 
few of the Twelve and Seventies 
tarried in England, In these twelve 
months and sixteen days, under my 
supervision, between eight and nine 
thousand persons were baptized 
(though some apostatized) before we 
left, the Churches were organized, 
the emigration prepared, ships were 
chartered and companies sailed out 
When I landed in Liverpool I had 
six bits, with which I purchased a 
hat In twelve months and sixteen 
days one of the finest vessels in the 
harhur tiecj' up eight days to carry 
myself and brethren across the water. 
The agents of the vessel said such a 
thing had never been done before, 
but l hey were urgent and anxious to 
oblige us, for we had chartered and 
fitted out several vessels, and as our 
emigration promised to be a^large 
business they wanted to carry us 
home. In that twelve months we 
had printed five thousand copies of 
the Book of Mormon, three thousand 
hymn books, and commenced the 
Millennial Star ; over sixty thousand 
tracts had been printed and sent by 
the hands ot the Elders to many of 
the houses in the towns they visited 
or distributed in their meetings; and 
in tins way the word was distributed 
and t lie work carried on for one 
short twelve months. Our labor was 
successful, God blessed us, and when 
we returned our Book of Mormon 
was paid for. The gentleman who 
bound (he first Book of Mormon in 
England binds them to-day when 
they have to be bound. We have 
not owed the first farthing to those 
who have done this work for us, but 
have paid promptly, according to 
promise, for every particle of our 
printing. Besides doing what I 
have already mentioned in that twelve 
months I sustained several families 


while there, and preserved them from 
starvation and death. All this was 
through the blessing of the Lord 
being upon us. We were strangers 
and unknown in a strange land, but 
the work prospered under the hands 
of the servants of God, and thu 
means to do the work that was done, 
was procured through our industry 
and prudence* I have before taken 
the liberty, in a public capacity like 
this, to tell my brethren and sisters, 
that I do not recollect of spending 
more than one penny, needlessly, 
while in E tig land, and that was for a 
bunch of grapes while passing through 
Smith field market, Manchester* When 
I took them in my hand I saw 
women passing through the market 
who, I knew, were suffering through 
hunger, and who probably perished 
and died. 1 felt that I ought to have 
given that penny to the poor. When- 
ever I went from my office, if 1 neg- 
lected to take my pocket full of cop- 
pers to give to the poor mendicants 
which are everywhere to be met with, 
I would return to the office and take 
a hand full of coppers from the 
drawer, and as I walked along would 
give something to such objects of 
pity and distress as I met, and pass 
on without being hindered by them. 
We organized the Church, we or- 
dained two patriarchs, and from that 
time we have been gathering the poor. 
This is the experience of many of 
my brethren as well as myself. We 
have toiled and labored together, 
gathering the people, preaching the 
Gospel to the nations, hunting for 
the pure in heart, those who love the 
Lord our God, those who believe tha 
Bible. Where is the minister, the 
deacon, where are the people who be- 
lieve in God the Father ? In our 
Lord Jesus Christ? Who believe 
the New Testament? Who will ac- 
cept of the salvation that is proffered 
to the human family through the 


labors of Jesus and his Apostles ? 
We are after them. Is there an in- 
dividual on the face of the earth that 
will reueive the truth ? We want to 
find him. Who will receive the 
truth ? They who will give all for 
Christ. Not the proud, not the 
haughty; not those who set stake* 
and say the bord must come to them 
or they will not have salvation, but 
they who say, " Let the lord draw 
the line and mark the path and we 
will walk to it." This most be the 
conclusion of every person who ex- 
pects to be saved in the kingdom of 
God. 

We preach faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Christian world say 
they have faith. 1 lave they ? If they 
have they will bow down and receive 
the ordinances of the New and Ever- 
lasting Covenant, and thank God that 
they have the privilege uF receiving 
them. Can they who reject the New 
Testament and the Son of God, who 
ref. se to receive the ordinances of the 
JNew Testament that were placed in 
the Church and kingdom of God on 
the earth in the days of Jesus and his 
Apostles, be saved in the celestial 
kingdom? I answer they can not. 
The Scriptures make this answer ; it is 
the declaration of Jesus and the 
Apostles; it is the word of the Al- 
mighty, consequently we must concur 
and say the same. Unless we believe 
the Gospel of Christ and obey its or- 
dinances we have no promise of the 
life to come. If we ever attain to 
that it will be only by comply i rig 
with the terms that Jesus has laid 
down. We cannot build and plan 
for ourselves ; if we do we shall be 
like the Jews of old, who, as the 
prophet says, u have hewn out cisterns 
that will hold no water." We must 
aabmit to the ordinances of the 
house of God. 

Who is there that can say baptism 
is not necessary for the remission of 


sins? Jesas and the Apostles said 
it was necessary, Can I say it 
is not ? I cannot, and it is a fact 
that all who receive eternal life and 
salvation will receive it on no other 
conditions than believing in the Son 
of God and obeying the principles 
that be has laid down. Can we devise 
any other means and plan of salva- 
tion ? We cannot Will we do away 
with the Bible ? We will not ; though 
the Christian world are actually coming 
to the point that they will dismiss the 
Bible from their schools; and by and 
bv they will dismiss it from their 
pulpits and get one to suit themselves ; 
they will hew out for themselves 
cisterns that will hold no water. They 
cannot abide the doctrine contained 
in the Old and New Testament, 
" and," say they, M we must alter and 
change it; it does not suit our con- 
dition. It was not written for us; 
it was written for people in days of 
old ; but we live under different cir- 
cumstances and the Bible should be 
altered, and we will assemble our 
synods and have the Scriptures re- 
vised to suit our condition." Have 
they commenced this? Yes, and 
not very recently either. Can yon 
find a copy of the tirst printed edition 
of the Bible? We have Bibles be- 
tween two and three hundred years 
old, but where can the first Bibles 
that were printed be obtained? While 
I was travelling in England there 
was one sold for five hundred pounds. 
It had belonged to one of our brethren 
— had descended to him from his 
ancestors; and he, not knowing its 
value, sold it for fifteen shillings. 
Afterwards, if my memory serves 
me correctly, it was sold for the sum 
I have named. We cannot find books 
of that edition ; some that have been 
altered and changed are plentiful. 1 
mean Kftig James' translation, and 
that is good enough for me; it will 
answer my purpose. But how is it 
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with the Christian world r Will it 
answer theirs? If it will, why <in 
they not abide by it? Why do they 
Dot say t 4i This shall be our rule of 
faith, and our lives and works shall 
correspond with its principles and 
precepts ?' They would uo so if 
they were honest and their belief 
was sincere, And it will have to he 
so with them if ever they ^aiu ad- 
mittance into the kingdom of God, 
for in the Bible are the words of life 
and salvation, I ask aga : n, who cr*n 
say that baptism is not necessary for 
the remission of sins? The question 
has been asked, " What virtue is 
there in the water?" If there is 
do virtue in it don't drink it ; it is 
not pood for the system if there is 
no virtue in it. But there is virfue 
in it. If there is not, we should 
never apply it to our clothing or to 
the surfaces of our bodies for cleansing 
purposes; we should never use any 
more for cooking; we should never 1 
again apply it to the ssil lor the 
purpose of irrigation. How incon- 
sistent it is to suppose that water 
should be used for so many and im- 
portant puiposes in life if there is no 
virtue in it! But there is virtue in 
it, and there is virtue in being buried 
beneath the wave in the likeness of 
Christ, and coming forth to a new- 
ness of life. There is virtue in being 
born again, whether in the font or 
in the river, it makes no difference, 
for Jesus has said that "except a 
man be born of the water and of the 
spirit he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God," When a person is buried 
beneath the water he comes forth 
from one element to another, and is 
literally born again. Who, then, 
after the declaration of Jesus on this 
subject, can say that baptism not 
necessary or that there is no virtue 
in the water? I cannot. Who can 
say that the laying on of hands is 
not necessary for the reception of 


the Holy Ghost ? It is true that the 
house of Cornelius received the Holy 
Ghost before the Gospel was preached 
unto them. But the Lord had a 
special purpose in view in its bestowal 
in their case, namely, the removal of 
the prejudice of I\ u*r and his brethren, 
who, being Jews, and full of the tra- 
ditions of their lathers, thought that 
the Gentiles — among whom Corne- 
lius and his h i-e were classed — 
were not privileged to receive the 
Gospel, But the vision which Peter 
had on this sul ject, and the message 
sent to hira by Cornell us in obedience 
to the command of the Lord in con- 
nection with the fact of the bestowal 
of the Holy Gh >t on Cornelius and 
his family was so convincing to Peter 
and his brethren that the former was 
constrained to exclaim, " Cau any 
man forbid water that these should 
not be baptized, which have received 
the Holy Ghost as well as wc?'* 
Some may say, kl What was the ne- 
cessity of sending for Peter, one of 
the Apostles, when they had already 
received the Holy Ghost?" Tho 
simple fact is tln> : there was nobody 
to baptiae Cornelius and his house- 
hold, nobody to bury them with 
Christ in the water; no one had au- 
thority to baptize tkcm for the re* 
mission of their sins; and conse- 
quently, although they had received 
the Holy Gh<*>t, an Apostle had to 
be sent i or to administer that ordi- 
nance. And we read further in re- 
lation to this case, that Peter " com- 
manded them to be baptized iu the 
name of the Lord," Did any others 
receive the Holy Ghost before bap- 
tism ? None that we have any 
record of ; but there is no doubt that 
many who were worthy received it 
in a measure; but, whether in the 
days of the Apostles or in our day, 
when the docttine of baptism for the 
remission of sins is preached by a 
servant of the Lord to persons who 
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hare received ihc Holy Ghost, if 
they reject that doctrine the Holy 
Ghost will withdraw from them for 
ever. Is it necessary that believers 
shoald obey all the doctrines and ordi- 
nances taught and established by the 
Savior ? There is no ordinance that 
God has delivered, by His own voice, 
through His Son Jesus Christ or by 
the mouths of any of His prophets, 
Apostles or evangelists, that is useless. 
Every ordinance, every commandment 
and requirement is necessary for the 
salvation of the human family. 

What are we required to do ? To 
receive the Gospel, the ordinances of 
the house of God, and then to go on 
to perfection. We have been bap- 
tized for the remission of sins and 
have received the laying on of hands 1 
for the Holy Ghost. Wc have Apos- 
tles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
teachers, and so on. Are we not 
perfect? According to the testimony 
of the Apostle we are not. Says he, 
Hebrews 6th chapter and 1st verse, 
u Therefore not leaving the principle 
of the doctriue of Christ, let as go 
on unto perfection." 

How will perfection be obtained ? 
By all persons in the kingdom of 
God living so as to be revelators from 
the heavens for themselves and for all 
they preside over, that every tiling 1 
they have to perform in this life — 
every worldly care and duty, and all 
their walk and conversation before 
each other and before the Lord, may 
be marked out by the spirit of reve- 
lation. Is this the way to perfection ? 
It is. This is the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; this is the Gospel 
of life and salvation. Who can dis- 
pute it? We must destroy the Bible . 
before we can dispute it with any hope 
of success. But we may do away with 1 
the Bible and say it is no use to us, it 
has lost its virtue; it was written for 
the people six thousand, four thou- 
sand, two thousand, or eighteen 


hundred years ago, and it is not for 
as now. We have plenty upon the 
earth who c^ti fell the will of God to 
the children of men and lead the 
people back into the presence of God; 
and if the Bible were destroyed by 
accident, it can be re-written, and all 
the words of the Lord that are ne- 
cessary for their salvation can be 
given to the people. We are thank- 
ful for this. 

Are we, the Latter-day Saints, 
loved for entertaining these views 
and for declaring these truths ? " Oh, 
well," says the stranger, w you shoald 
not be hated." If we are Ijated for 
anything it is for preaching the Gos- 
pel of life and salvation. If we are 
hated for anything it is for good 
works instead of evil works, no 
matter who hears, tells or writes to 
the contrary. Truth is truth and 
will prevail. Are we in fault for 
believing in Jesus Christ? We ask 
the whole Christian world, Can you 
give us the words of life and siilva- 
tion, or tell us how to be saved? 
Could yon do this when we belonged 
to your societies, Presbyterians, Bap- 
tists or any of you Protestants ? Not 
the first individual amongst yon 
could pjint out the path, for one 
short rod, to the kingdom of God, 
Do I know this? Certainly I do by 
experience. I have searched for the 
truth, though in my youth I was 
called an infidel, and I was an infidel. 
What to? This Bible? No, to 
false creeds, and to professing without 
possessing, as I am to-day. 

Where is the man who can point 
out the way of life and salvation? 
Who can tell us of God the Father 
and of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
give us their characters? Who caa 
tell about heaven and heavenly t' ings? 
Who can introduce heaven to earth 
or earth to heaven and bring man to 
his Father again, and re-establish 
familiarity and association between 
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them, which is so much desired by 
intelligent beings ? The prophet of 
God t Joseph Smith, commenced it in 
this generation, no matter how odious 
his name may be to the inhabitants 
of the earth. I will defy any nation 
to hate a man more than the Jews 
hated the name of Jesus Christ — 
when he lived in the flesh. I honor 
and revere the name of Joseph Smith. 
I delight to hear it ; I love it. I love 
his doctrine. Why? Because it is 
true, and truth will abide when error 
passes away. Life will remain when 
they who have rejected the words of 
eternal life are swallowed up in death. 
I like the truth because it is true, 
because it is lovely and delightful, 
because it is so glorious in its nature, 
and so worthy the admiration, faith 
and consideration of all intelligent 
beings in heaven or on the earth. 
Should 1 he hated and my name cast 
out as evil because I love the truth r 
Yes, or the words of Jesus could not 
be fulfilled, for he said, " Ye shall be 
hated of all men for my name's 
sake." He told his disciples to re- 
joice evermore and to pray without 
ceasing when they were held in de- 
rision by their enemies, and to lift 
up their heads and rejoice when all 
men spoke evil of them, for " behold 
your redemption draweth nigh." 

Is there any harm in believing in 
the Lord Jesus Christ? I frequently 
ask the question for my own satisfac- 
tion. Is there a doctrine taught in 
this book (the Bible), that would 
rnin or it jure man, woman or child 
on the face of the earth ? Not one. 
Is there a doctrine taught by Jesus 
and his disciples that would not do 
good to the people morally, physi* 
cally, socially, religiously or politi- 
cally ? Not one. Did Joseph Smith 
ever teach a doctrine that would not 
elevate the soul, feelings, heart and 
affections of every individual who 
would embrace it: Not one. Did 


DISCOURSES. 

he ever teach a doctrine that would 
lead those who embraced it down to 
wretchedness, woe and misery, that 
would give them pain for ease, dark- 
ness for light, error for truth ? No; 
but just the reverse. He proffered 
life and salvation — light for darkness 
and truth for error. He proffered all 
that was in the Gospel of the Son of 
God, and proclaimed that very Gos* 
pel that John saw the angel flying 
through the midst of heaven to re- 
store. That angel delivered the 
keys of this apostleship and ministry 
to Joseph Smith and his brethren, 
and commanded them to blow the 
Gospel trump through all the na- 
tions of the earth, and to cry to all 
who love and wait patiently for the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
" Coma out of her, my people, that 
ye may not be partakers of her sins 
and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.** This was the doctrine of 
Jesus; this was the cry of John 
when on the Isle of Patmos. That 
angel has flown through the midst of 
heaven having the everlasting Gos- 
pel to preach to those who dwell on 
earth, and his cry was and is, '"Come 
out from Babylon, from pride, from 
the foolish fashions of the world; 
Qpme out from the spirit of the world, 
from the spirit of hatred, anger, 
malice, wrath, selfishness and every 
feeling but that that is honorable 
and justified of the heavens. Gather 
yourselves together! Sanctify the 
Lord God in your heart.*' This was 
the cry, and it is the cry to-day, and 
it will be until the pure in heart are 
gathered together* 

Should the Latter-day Saints be 
hated for this? "Oh, they have 
done so many evils !" What have 
they done r You can see for your- 
selves what we have done. Mark 
our settlements for six hundred 
miles in these mountains, and then 
mark the path that we made coming 


% here, building the bridges and making 
the roads across the prairies, moan- 
tains and kanyons ! We came here 
penniless in old wagons, our friends 
back telling us to " take all the pro- 
visions you can, for you can get no 
more! Take all the furniture you 
can, for you can get no more I Take 
all the seed grain you can, for you 
can get nono there! TVike all the 
farming implements you can, for you 
can get none there P We did this, 
and in addition to all this we have 
gathered all the poor we could, and 
the Lord has planted us in these val- 
leys, promising that He would hide 
us up for a little season until His 
wrath and indignation passed over 
the nations. Will we trust in the 
Lord? Yes. 

What have we been doing here ? 
You can see for yourselves that we 
have been laboring with our hands. 
Wc have hod no time to find fault 
with our neighbors or to do them 
injury, or to do anything else only 
to make ourselves comfortable, and 
to prepare as fast as possible for the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 
See the settlements that have been 
built up by the penniless, those who 
had not clothing to last them three 
months when they came, and some 
of whom did not bring a month's 
provision with them, and did not 
know that they could raise a thing, 
only by faith. Yet we came and 
we have lived and prospered, and 
here we are. What fault should be 
found with us ? " Oh, you have done 
so many evil things!" What evils 
Lave we done ? I am at the defiance 
of earth and hell to put a finger on 
the place or time that a false doctrine 
was taught to any one, a wrong 
taught to any one, or when evil was 
justified in any one, all the liars and 
all the lies on earth and in hell to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

We believe the Gospel and in 


Jesus; is there crime ic it? No, 
there is not; and if the inhabitants 
of the earth are not disposed to re- 
ceive the Gospel, they have the liberty 
to reject it. If men come into this 
Church and are disposed to aposta- 
tize, they have the privilege to do so. 
Every intelligent being has the right 
to choose for himself whether he will 
have the man Christ Jesus or Satan 
to rule over him. He will certainly 
have one or the other ! Just as sure 
as he is a living being, the Lord Al- 
mighty will be his leader, dictator, 
director and counselor, or the devil 
will. We cannot live without them. 
We were brought here; we did not 
bring ourselves, e were created, 
formed, fashioned and made inde- 
pendent of ourselves. We are under 
this law and we cannot get from 
under it. But the Jjord has given 
us intelligence, and He has set before 
us life and death, and has said, 
"Choose ye this day whom ye will 
serve." Which shall we take? I 
will take the Lord Jesus every time, 
Why ? Because his doc rine is so 
pure and holy, I love it, because in 
it there is life ; because it will en- 
dure; while all error, falsehood, lies 
and liars will be cast into hell; and 
when they shall be utterly destroyed 
and wasted away, truth will live and 
it will endure for ever. I think I 
will hold to it. Had not we better 
all do so? Do you not think that 
the Latter-day Saints hud better keep 
their religion and hold on to the 
faith of the holy Gospel ? I say to 
the Latter-day Saints, it is far better 
for you to retain your characters as 
Saints than to let them go. I do 
not care where you go, if it be among 
the must wicked band of men on 
earth, they will respect you more if 
you retain your characters as Saints 
than they would if they could say 
to you, 14 You have been preaching 
this doctrine that we call false for 
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thirty, tbirty-fivc, or forty years, and 
bearing your testimony to if s truth, 
and now you turn round and say it 
is false* You have just learned that 
you have been a hypocrite, and that 
those whom you formerly hailed as 
brethren and friends are a set of 
hypocrites," Such individuals will 
be branded wherever they go, and 
they will not be trusted either for 
good or evil ; and if they go to hell 
they will be despised by the damned. 
That is the condition of apostates. 
Why? Because they are traitors, 
and having lied about one thing thev 
will lie about another; having lied 
once they will lie again. Is it not 
so ? Yes, everybody will admit that. 
Wei!, do you not think that good 
men and good women had better 
hold on to their goodness? I think 
bo. When a man by his course in 
life has acquire.! a character that is 
spotless, it is a priceless jewel, and 
nothing should induce him to barter 
it away. If the wicked try to bring 
a blemish or cast a stain upon it 
their eflbrta will not be successful. 
They may throw their mud, but it 
will not stain the garments of the 
pure and holy. Had we not better 
preserve the oood characters which 
God has helped us to maintain? I 
think we had. 

Now, what do we believe in ? In 
anything that will do us harm? Not 
the least in the world. Our belief 
will bring peace to all men and good 
will to all the inhabitants of the 
earth. It will induce all who sin- 
cerely follow its dictates lo cultivate 
righteousness and peace; to live 
peaceably in their families; to praise 
the Lord morning and evening; to 
pray with their families, and will so 
fill them with the spirit of peace 
that they will never condemn or 
chasten any one unless it is well de- 
served. They who live in the enjoy- 
ment of the spirit and influence of 


our holy religion will never feel 
" cross." That is the common word. 
Yankees will understand it, for I 
have seen lots of them cross — out of 
humor, out of temper They will 
never feel like this. They will rise 
in the morning with their spirits aa 
smooth and serene as the sun that is 
rising and giving life and heat to 
the world ; just as calm and as smooth 
as the breezes on a summer evening* 
No anger, no wrath, no malice, con- 
tention or strife. If a wrong arises, 
the party wronged will go to hie 
neighbor and quietly investigate 
whether wrong was designed ; and if 
the seeming transgressor is living 
according to the spirit of his religion, 
it will be fonnd that he had designed 
no wrong, and that he will make ample 
amends, forgiveness will be accorded, 
and the trouble will end. This is 
the spirit and teaching of the C5ospel. 
Peace prevails. There are no law- 
suits or contentions ; no work for a 
poor miserable lawyer, who is seek- 
ing to breed disturbance in a com- 
munity, I do think very low of 
that class of men! If I bad no 
better business than stirring up strife 
in a community, 1 would pray for 
my end on this earth, that 1 might 
go where I belonged. The teachings 
of Jesus :ind his Apostles inculcated 
peace and prevented contention, dis~ 
cord, strife, quarrelling and lawsuits; 
and the Gospel, to-day, has the same 
effects as then. Here a great rmmj 
of us have to water from one ditch 
from year end to year end. But 
there is no quarrelling over it. Says 
one, "lam content to have my share 
at midnight; you can have yours 
to-morrow at eleven o'clock." No 
contention or strife! We meet to- 
gether and ask God to bless us and 
to help us to live in the observance 
of all His laws, and to promote 
every principle of peace and morality, 
and so help to make ourselves and 


our neighbors happy. Is there 
harm in this ? No, there is not. We 
like it, because it brings ns comfort, J 
peace and joy. We may look at the 
world and we observe a very different 
state of affairs. What is the condi- 
tion of the kings of the earth ? Can 
they pass around among their sub- 
jects anywhere and everywhere with 
peace and safety ? No, they must 
have their life-guards to protect 
them; they are afraid of being de- 
stroyed from the earth. We may go 
to our political men and ask, "Have 
yon got friends?" "Yes, such a 
man if; my friend, he is a nice, good 
friend ; but take care of that one, he 
is my enemy/' " What has he done?" 
" Nothing, only he is trying to break 
my calculations and plans in my 
election , and I don't like him or his 
party." 

Saints have no such parties and 
feelings ; they have n-j choice but to 
get the best there is, and be satisfied; 
and hence, in their political affairs 
they have no contention. This is 
one objection which outsiders have 
to the Latter-day Saints : they all go 
and vote one way, Is it not right to ' 
do so ? Let us think :bont it. Sup- 
pose that wc do all actually vote one 
way, or for one man for oar delegate [ 
to Congress, and have no opposing 
candidate, and get the best there is, 
is thai, not better than having opposi- 
tion ? What does opposition bring ? 
It certainly brirgs anger and 
strife ; and of what use are they ? 
They serve no good purpose. Then 
let us all vote one way, and think 
and act one way, and keep the com- I 
mandments of God and build up 
His kingdom on the earth in peace 
and righteousness. I certainly think 
that this is the best idea. We have 
plenty of competition in our midst, 
but what will it accomplish ? Not 
much, if anything. They who favor 
it may contend until they are tired, 


and then they will drop silently out 
of the way, and that will be the end 
of them. Contention docs not profit 
a people. 

Have you troth ? Let us have it 
if you have. If people have said to 
me, in my preachings, "That is error," 
I have said, "Perhaps so, but this 
book (the Bible) is the standard I 
believe," I have read out of that 
book many times to men, and they 
have said, "Oh, that is the Book of 
Mormon/ 1 "It is good doctrine, ig 
it not?" and they would not know 
whether it was the Bible or the Book 
1 of Mormon, and yet they would pro- 
fess to be Bible readers and believers. 
Sometimes they would listen until 
tired, and then say, " I will not have 
any more of that, it is the Book of 
Mormon," and some have even gone 
so far as to say, " It is blasphemous." 
I have said, " Will yon please look at 
the title page," and when they would 
that it was the Bible they would 
say, " Well, I really did not know 
that snch things were in the Bible." 

I say to any and to all, " If you 
have any truth, let us have it." If I 
have errors, I will swap ten of them 
for one truth. But I have the words 
of life for you, what have you for me ? 
I ask the infidel world what they can 
give in exchange for the faith I have 
in Jesus Christ and the religion I 
believe in and practice. If I am 
wrong, mistaken, over- zealous, enthu- 
siastic and bewildered in my imagina- 
tion, what can you give me ? " No- 
thing, we have nothing; we do not 
believe in anything." Then I do not 
see any necessity of trading, for all I 
have cannot hurt or wrong anybody 
on the earth. I do not believe or 
practice anything that will do harm, 
I have embraced nothing in my faith, 
neither do I teach any doctrine that 
will hurt any person ; hence, there is 
no necessity of trading if you have 
nothing to give me for my priceless 
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I am for life everlasting. I 
have a being and a life here; and 
this life is very valuable ; it is a 
most excellent life! I have a future! 
I am living for another existence 
that is far above this sinful world, 
wherein I will be free from this dark- 
ness, sin, error, ignorance and unbe- 
lief* I am looking forward to a 
world filled with light and intelli- 
gence, where men and women will 
live in the knowledge and light of 
God, Have you any thing to give 
for this ? Not the least in the world. 
Then I guess we will not trade- I 
Lave something for you if you will 
accept of it. If you will hearken to 
my counsel you will not only have 
joy in this life, peace in the Holy 
Ghost here, but life everlasting here- 
after. I have embraced the Gospel 
for life and salvation; I have em- 
braced it for time ; I have em- 
braced it for eternity . I calculate to 
go hack and see my Father. Say 
the Christian world, " Who are you 
going to see? n A personage very 
much like myself; my Father, He 
who begot my spirit; my Father 
who set in perfect order the machine 
to produce this tabernacle in which 
my spirit dwells, "Gh," say the 
Christian world, " we don't believe in 
such a God as this." We know you-f 


don't. You don*t believe in a God 
at all — only a phantom of the brain. 
Still they mean better; but they are 
like those who, in olden times, wor- 
shipped an unknown God. The in- 
scription on their temple was, "To 
the unknown God. 11 This is not our 
inscription; ours is, " To the known 
God," our Father, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, our elder brother 
according to the spirit. I am going 
to see Him one of these days if I 
live so as to be worthy ; and when I 
see Him I shall fall upon His neck 
and He upon mine, and we shall kiss 
each other, shouting " Alleluia" that 
I have returned. l)o not you think 
it will be a time of rejoicing ? Yes. 

This is the God that we serve and 
that we know and understand. Is 
there any harm in all this ? Not the 
least in the world. Peace on earth 
and good will to men. Christ has 
died for all ; but we can receive the 
benefit of his atonement on his con- 
ditions only, not on our own. We 
must repent of our sins and be bap- 
tized for the remission of them, and 
have the laying on of hands for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost so that 
the spirit of the Gospel will live 
within us. Then we can shout Al- 
leluia in praising Him whom we serve. 

God bless you, Amen. 
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(Reported by David IK Evans.) 

HOW TO KNOW THE THINGS OF GOD. 


The Scriptures inform us "that 
no man knows the things of God, 
but by the Spirit of God and then 
no man can speak the things of God 
unless aided by the Spirit of the 
Lord ; and no people can comprehend 
the things spoken unless inspired and 
guided by the same Spirit, We need 
this Spirit continually and so do all 
mankind, to guide us, to enable us 
to comprehend the laws of life, to 
regulate and concentrate our thoughts, 
to elevate and ennoble our feelings, 
to give force and vitality to our ac- 
tions, and to place us in a position 
before God, before men, and before 
the hnly angels, that will be right, 
acceptable and proper to all true in- 
telligence, to (he angelic host, and to 
our heavenly Father* It matters 
very little what we are engaged in, 
it is impossible for us to do right 
without the guidanceof the Almighty ; 
but aided and directed by the Spirit 
of the Lord, we can act in consonance 
with the dignity of our high position 
as immortal beings possessing the 
holy Priesthood, and participating in 
the new and everlasting covenant; 
by the aid of that unerring Spirit we 
can fulfil the measure of our creation 
and prepare ourselves for an inherit* 
aiiec in the celestial kingdom of our 
God. 

We are told " that the world by 
wisdom knows not God;" yet they 
do comprehend a great many things, 
and because of the spread of general 


intelligence and the great progress of 
science, literature and the arts, they 
believe they can find out God. Like 
the framers of Babel's Tower, they 
seek to penetrate the heavens on 
natural principles. Like them they 
are mistaken, as all men have been 
who have sought to solve the problem 
of life through the influence of human 
wisdom. No man ever did under* 
stand God on this principle; neither 
can they by mortal agency alone 
understand the principles of life and 
salvation. No man in the present 
generation comprehends them on this 
principle; neither will human wis- 
dom enable any man who ever will 
live to understand them. It is true 
that mankind, within a short time, 
have made great advances in the 
arts and sciences. During the last 
half century &uientific research has 
made many wonderful developments; 
and many things which, before that 
time, were unknown to the human 
family, are now quite familiar. There 
was very little known of the appli- 
cation of the power of steam half a 
century ago. I remember, very well, 
the first steam-boat and locomotive 
that were propelled by steam, and 
riding on the first railway. Before 
that, locomotion had to depend upon 
the winds and tides and horse power 
and a few other agencies. These 
are now supplanted by what all will 
acknowledge as a very superior agent 
— namely, the power of steam. 
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Electricity, or rather its applica- 
tion, so as to subserve the wants of 
man, was unknown until a compara- 
tively recent period. I refer now j 
more particularly to the electric tele- 
graph. That has been a means of 
greatly facilitating the transmission 
of thought and the spread of intelli- 
gence among the human family, and 
has been a great advantage to the 
world at large. When we carae to 
this valley, for instance, even so late 
as that, we had to depend upon ox 
teams to bring our mails and to con- 
vey intelligence from the Eist, and I 
have known it to be four, five, aud 
sometimes as long as six months be- 
fore we knew what President was 
elected. Now we can have it in 
fewer minutes; this exhibits a great 
improvement in such matters. 

I can remember the time when we 
had to plod along at night, nearly in 
the dark, in our largest cities, the 
streets being lighted only by dim oil 
lamps. Now we have gas and vari- 
ous famine ms oils, which we have 
made tho earth teem forth by mil- 
millions of gallons, that are almost 
equivalent to gas. Dnguerreo typing, 
or as it is more generally called 
photography, is another great achieve- 
ment of the human mind, conferring 
the power to take likenesses, land- 
scapes and views in a moment, which 
formerly required days or months- 
even by the most eminent artists. 

In machinery and chemistry, manu- 
factures, and many other scientific 
developments connected with human 
life, wonderful advances have been 
made, aud the wot Id seems to have 
been progressing with great rapidity 
in the arts and sciences, in regard to 
manufactures. Some years ago every ! 
texture had to be spun by a single 
thread, now, by the aid of steam and 
machinery, it is done by thousands 
and hundreds of thousands. We 
might go on enumerating many other 
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improvements which have taken place 
within the past few years; from 
which it is very evident that the 
| progress of the present generation 
has far eclipsed that of any preceding 
it, of which we have any know ledge. 
Because of these tilings it has been 
supposed by many that the human 
intellect is capable of giasping every- 
thing in this world and the world to 
come — even eternal things, and many 
| men have got puffed up and vain in 
their imaginations because of the 
discoveries they have made aud the 
advancement in science, literature 
and the arts. They forget "that 
every good and perfect gift proceeds 
from God, the Father of light, in 
whom there is no variableness nor 
I the shadow of a turning." They 
i forget that every particle of wisdom 
that any man possesses comes from 
God, and that without Him they 
would still continue to grope in the 
dark. They forget that, with all the 
increase of wisdom and intelligence 
and the expansion of the human 
; mind, they are in the dark in regard 
to God, and that no man by wisdom 
can find Him out. The mystery 
which enshrouds Him is as high as 
heaven, as deep as hell and as wide 
as the universe; and it is unfathom- 
able and incomprehensible by human 
intelligence, unaided by the inspira- 
tion of the Almighty. 

There are men, it is true, who pro- 
fess from the little knowledge they 
have of earthly things, by a series of 
deductions, to be able to find out 
heavenly things, but there is a very 
material difference between the two. 
There is a philosophy of the earth 
and a philosophy of the heavens ; the 
latter can unravel all mysteries per- 
taining to earth ; but the philosophy 
. of the earth cannot enter into the 
mysteries of tho kingdom of God, 
or the purposes of the Most High, 
But because of the advancement to 
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which I have alluded, men set them- 
selves up as teachers of things per- 
taining to spiritual matters, of which 
they know nothing. But the moment 
they do that, they exhibit their folly, 
vanity, imbecility and shortsighted- 
ness, for, as I have stated, they never 
did comprehend the things of God 
without the Spirit of God, and they 
never will. What folly it is, for men 
with the breath in their nostrils, who 
are but worms of the earth, existing 
as it were for a day, and to-morrow 
are cut down like the grass ; or like 
the moth or butterfly, which flutters 
around for a brief space and then 
passes away into everlasting oblivion; 
I say what folly it is for beings so 
circumstanced, so weak, imbecile, 
circumscribed and controled to set 
themselves forward, unaided by the 
Spirit of the Almighty, to fathom 
the designs of God, to unravel the 
principles of eternal life, to compre- 
hend the relationship that subsists 
between God and man and to draw 
aside the curtain of futurity. Who 
is tli ere who has seen God or can 1 
comprehend Him, His designs and 
purposes ? No man is capable of 
fathoming these mysteries. Man, 
indeed, can comprehend some of the 
principles which are developed in 
nature, and only a few of these. But 
who can grasp the intelligence that 
dwells in the bosom of Jehovah ? 
Who can unravel His designs ajud 
penetrate the unfathomable abyss of 
the future ? Who can tell upon what 
principle this world was organized or 
anything about the denizens of those 
worlds that we see moving around 
ns ? It is true that by the science 
of astronomy nice calculation in re- 
gard to the heavenly bodies can be 
made; but none can tell who put 
those bodies in motion, how they are 
controled, or by what class of people 
they are inhabited. As the Scrip- 
tures say, " What man, by his wis- 


dom, can find out God ?" ~No one 
can comprehend Him. We can find 
ourselves to be a remarkable enigma, 
both in regard to body and mind — 
each individual man, woman and 
child; but who can draw aside the 
veil and tell how or why we came 
here, and what awaits us when we 
lay aside this mortal coil? None 
can do this, unless God reveals it. 
There never was a man, neither is 
there a man now, nor ever will be, 
that can comprehend these things 
upon the principle of natural or 
human philosophy, and nothing short 
of the philosophy of heaven — the in- 
telligence that flows from God, can 
unravel these mysteries. 

Some men will stultify themselves 
with the idea that in ages gone and 
past the human race was in a semi- 
civilized or barbarous condition, and 
that any kind of a religion would do 
for the people in those days; but 
with the progress of intelligence, Hie 
march of intellect, (he development 
of the arts and sciences and the ex- 
pansion of the human mind, it is ne- 
cessary that wr» should have some- 
thing more elevated, refined and 
intellectual than that which existed 
then. To me such notions are per- 
fect foolishness. If I read my Bible 
aright and believe in ii, known unto 
God were all things from before the 
foundation of the world, and I do 
not think that the intelligence of the 
nineteenth century can enlighten His 
mind in relation to thtse matters. 
He that framed the body, shall He 
not know its structure? He that or- 
ganized the mind, shall not He un- 
derstand it? Before this world rolled 
into existence or the morning stars 
sang together for joy, the great Elo- 
hcim comprehended all things per- 
taining to the world that He organized 
and the people who should inhabit 
it ; the position that they would oc- 
cupy and the intelligence that they 
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would possess; their future destiny 
and the destiny of the world that 
He then made. It is vanity, puerility 
and weakness for men to attempt to 
gainsay the designs of God, or to 
boast of their own intelligence* What 
do they know ? Why, they disco- 
vered awhile a?o that there is such a 
thing as electricity. Who made that 
electricity ? Did man ? Did he 
origin ale and place it among the 
nature's forces ? Did it proceed from 
the acumen of man's intelligence and 
his expansive mind ? No, it always 
existed, and the man who discovered 
it — a little smarter than his fellows 
—only found out one of the laws of 
nature tnat emanated from and origi- 
nated with God. It is just so with 
atearn — the properties which render 
it so useful in subserving man's pur- 
poses always existed, hut man dis- 
covered them ; if there had been no 
God to make these properties, do one 
could have found them out. It is 
so with the various g^ses and their 
properties, with minerals — their at- 
tractions and repulsions — they origi- 
nated with God ; man is incompetent 
to form anything of the kind. So 
we might go on through all man's 
boasted achievements ; they amount 
to no more than the discovery of 
some of the active or latent laws of : 
nature, not comprehended by men 
generally, but discovered by some 
who consider themselves, and they 
no doubt are, smarter than their 
fellows. Where, then, is the boasted 
intelligence of man? Science reveals 
the beauty and harmony 6f the world 
material ; it unveils to us ten thou- 
sand mysteries in the kingdom of 
nature, and shows that all forms of 
life through tire and analogous decay 
are returned again to its bosom. It 
unfolds to us the mysteries of cloud 
and rains, dew and frost, growth 
and decay, and reveals the Operation ; 
of those silent incsiitible forces 


which give vitality to the world. It 
reveals to ns the more wonderful 
operations of distant orbs and their 
relations to the forces of nature. It 
also reveals another grand principle, 
that the laws of nature are immutable 
and unchangeable as are all the works 
of God. Those principles and pow- 
ers and forces have undergone no 
change since t hey were first organized^ 
or, if changed, they have returned 
again to the original elements from 
which they were derived* All of the 
properties of nature were as perfect 
at the creation as now ; all the ele- 
ments of nature possessed the same 
specific properties, affinities and ca- 
pacity of combination that they do 
at present. Trees, shrubs, plants, 
flowers, birds, beasts, fishes and man 
were as perfect then as now. God's 
works are all perfect and governed 
by eternal laws. It reminds me of 
nn infant; I can compare it to no- 
thing else* The new-born child is 
perfectly oblivious to anything and 
everything around it, although mar- 
vellous in its organization and perfect 
in its structure. By and by it holds 
up its hand and discovers for the 
first time that it has a hand. It had 
it before, but a new light bursts upon 
the brain of the child, and it disco- 
vers it has a hand, and no doubt 
thinks it is wonderful wise in finding 
it out, just as some of our philoso- 
phers do when they discover the 
properties of matter. But God made 
the child's hand, and it was in exist- 
ence before its brain was capable of 
comprehending it. And so were all 
these things, about the discovery of 
which men boast so much. God 
ma do them and made them perfect 
Yet men will boast that the}^ know 
things independent of God, whereas 
unless they had been aided by the 
Spirit of the Lord, and unless the 
principles had existed they never 
co til d have been found out, for no 
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man could have originated them him- 
self. All that man has ever done, 
with all his boasted intelligence, has 
been simply to develop or find out a 
few of the common principles of 
nature that always have existed, and 
always will exist, for these things 
and every principle of nature are 
eternal The Gospel is also eternal. 
But where is there a man who under- 
stands heavenly things? Who can 
unravel them ? Who has been be- 
hind the vail and talked with the 
Gods? Who among the wise men, 
philosophers, divines, philanthropists, 
kings, rulers or authorities of the 
earth can comprehend God or His 
designs. If we can understand so 
imperfectly the laws of nature with 
which we are surrounded, with the 
privileges of seeing, feeling, com- 
paring and analyzing, what do we 
know of things beyond our vision, 
hearing, or comprehension ? We can 
read, in the history of the prist, of 
the rise and fall of nations, of the 
downfall of thrones and of the de- 
struction of kingdoms; we can read 
of wars and rumors of wars. His- 
tory points out what has transpired 
in relation to the nations of the 
earth and to men who have lived 
upon it, but who can penetrate into 
the future ? Man is an immortal 
being : he is destined to live in time 
and throughout all eternity. He 
possesses not only a body, but a soul 
that will exist while "life or thought 
or being lasts, or immortality en- 
dures." Who can tell in relation to 
this future? Who can tell things 
pertaining to our heavenly existence, 
or the object God had in view for 
creating this and other worlds, and 
the destiny of the human family? 
No man, except God rereals it to 
him. What has been and still is 
the position of the world in relation 
to these things? It has been go- 
verned by every kind of dogma and 
No. 15. 


theory of religion. cfi Isms" of every 
kind have prevailed in turn — poly- 
theism, infidelity, Christianity in its 
ten thousand forms, and every kind 
of theory and dogma that the human 
imagination could invent Such con- 
trarieties show definitely and posi- 
tively that men, by wisdom, cannot 
find out God, And Christianity, at 
the present time, is no more enlight- 
ened than other systems have been. 
What does the Christian world know 
about God? Nothing; yet these 
very men assume the right and 
power to tell others what they shall 
and what they shall not believe in # 
Why, so far as the things of God are 
concerned, they are the veriest fools; 
they know neither God nor the things 
of God, Our Government is enga- 
ged just now in an act of this kind*. 
Our legislators would fell me what I 
shall and shall not believe in, what 
shall he the course of my morals, as 
if they were immaculate and had 
been made perfect ; as though they 
had inspiration from on high, and 
had found out the truth in all its 
richness, power and glory j as though 
they had conversed with the heavens 
and were acquainted with God. Oh, 
fools! What do they know about 
the truth ? No more than a child 
about its hand. They are imbecile 
and ignorant and in the dark, and 
the greatest difficulty in the matter 
is — they are fools md don't know ife 
We consider, and always have since * 
this Church was organized, that that 
part of Scripture that I quoted be- 
fore is true — namely, "No man 
knows the things of God but by the 
Spirit of God." Wc*, as Latter-day 
Saints, understood no correct princi- 
ple until it was revealed to us. B 
did not, nor have I ever met with 
anybody that did, and I have travel- 
led very extensively over the world 
that we live in, and have met with 
all classes and grades of men in 
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different nations. We, as Latter-day 
Saints, are indebted to the revela- 
tions of God, given unto Joseph 
Smith, for the knowledge of the very 
first principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, and he could not have known 
it unless it had been revealed to him. 
One thing I did know of myself be- 1 
fore I came into this Church, and 
that is more than a great many know 
of themselves — namely, that I was a 
fool, and did not know anything un- 
less God revealed it. It takes a great 
deal of hammering to get that into 
some men's minds. The main ques- 1 
tions in my mind, when this Gospel j 
came, were, * Is this true ?" " Is 
this from God, or is it not ?" " Has 
God, indeed, spoken as this man says 
He has?" If He has not, it is all a 
fiction, a farce and delusion, like the 
other 4t isms" that exist in the world ; 
if He has, it is for me to obey, no 
matter what the consequences may 
be. 

There is one thing that has always 
been satisfactory to my mind in rela- 
tion to this Gospel — there has never 
been one principle revealed, at any 
time, but what has been instructive 
and in accordance with the Scrip- 
tures, which we consider to be of 
divine origin. Never one principle 
but what could be substantiated by 
the word of God, although we did 
not know it before, and the world 
does not know it now. And I may 
also say that there has never been a 
principle revealed but what has been 
strictly philosophical and is in ac- 
cordance with good, sound common 
sense; and, furthermore, I will go on j 
beyond that and say that no principle 
ever will be revealed but what will 
be in accordance with philosophy, if 
we can comprehend it. As there is 
a philosophy of the earth and a phi- 
losophy of the heavens, it needs hea- 
venly instruction to comprehend the 
heavenly things. But, as I said be- 
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fore, " no man knows the things of 
God, but by the Spirit of God." The 
Scriptures show unto us bow we may 
obtain that Spirit, which will give 
us a knowledge for ourselves. 

When this Gospel was revealed, it 
was declared nnto us that it was an 
everlasting Gospel, that there was a 
Priesthood associated with it, and 
that that Priesthood was everlasting ; 
so we were presented with an ever- 
lasting Priesthood, and with an ever- 
lasting Gospel There was also an 
everlasting covenant associated with 
it We were told how we might 
obtain a knowledge of this Gospel for 
ourselves — the promise being that if 
we would repent of our sins and be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of them, by one 
having authority, we should receive 
the Holy Ghost We were also told 
that that Holy Ghost would place us 
in communication with God ; that it 
would take of the things of God and 
show them nnto us, and that we 
should know for a certainty, each of 
us for ourselves, of the truths that 
bad been proclaimed unto us. 

This was the position that we were 
placed in. We went forward and 
obeyed it, for we were told that God 
had revealed Himself from the hea- 
vens, that He had restored the Gos- 
pel by the means of a holy angel, as 
referred to by John the Revelator, 
and that He had restored, by autho- 
rity direct from heaven, communica- 
tion between Himself, the heavenly 
world and His creatures lie re. We 
were told that by obedience to that 
Gospel we should be made the re- 
cipients of a Spirit which would 
bring things past to our remem- 
brance, that would lead us into all 
truth and show us things to come. 

Believing in this message, this vast 
crowd of people before me to-day, 
went forth and bowed in obedience, 
and they received that Spirit, and 
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they knew and do know that the 
Gospel they had preached unto them 
came not in word ordy, but in power 
and in the demonstration of the Spi- 
rit, and that the Holy Ghost accom- 
panied it. You know, and I know, 
that when you obeyed this Gospel 
and had hands laid upon you for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost, you re- 
ceived it. Who else knows anything 
about it ? Nobody. Do any of these 
strangers around ? No. Jesus said 
to Nicodemus, "Except a man is 
born again, he can not see the king- 
dom of God/' Then what do they 
know about it ? Ton talk to a blind 
man about colors, and ask him to 
tell the difference between red and 
white, black and blue, and he would 
tell you perhaps that one was long 
and the other shorr, that one was 
light and the other heavy. He could 
not describe, nor his senie compre- 
hend it, Jesus snid a man could not 
see the kingdom of God unless he 
was born of the Spirit Did he 
speak the truth ? I think he did. 
And when you were born again of 
the water and of the Spirit, you saw 
and you entered into the kingdom of 
God, and things that you were igno- 
rant of before, you the a compre- 
hended. Many* of you felt a good 
deal like the blind man spoken of in 
the Scriptures, after he had been 
healed by our Savior, The Scribes 
and Pharisees, a learned and very 
holy* body of men — spoke to his fa- 
ther, saying, "Give God the glory, 
for we know that this man is a sin- 
ner." They knew that Jesus was an 
impost er, a deceiver, a false prophet, 
a blasphemer, and that he cast out 
devils through Beelzebub, the prince 
of devils, and that he was one of the 
wickedest, meanest curses in exist- 
ence. IC Give God the glory," said 
they, u for wc know this man is a 
sinner." The father of him who had 
been healed of his blindness said, 


"Whether he is a sinner, I know 
not ; but this I do know, that where- 
as this my son was once blind and 
now he sees." Now a great many of 
you here are very much deluded hi 
the estimation of the philosophers, 
wise men and priests of the world ; 
but if you do not comprehend the 
philosophy of the whole matter, one 
thing you all know — that once yon 
were blind, but now you see* You 
understood that years ago and you 
understand it to-day, and no man can 
deprive you of that knowledge, or 
strip you of that information. No 
man can rob you of that light : it is 
the gift of God, it emanates from Je- 
ll o rah, and no man can take it away, 
or reason or legislate it away ; it is 
an eternal principle, emanating from 
God, and that is something the 
M'orldly-wise and great know nothing 
about. You who are here to-day, 
who have obeyed this Gospel, are 
witnesses of the truth of which I 
speak ; I am a witness and I bear 
witness to it. 

We are told that Jesus said on a 
certain occasion to his disciples, " It 
is necessary that I go away, for if I 
go not away the Comforter will not 
come. If I go away I will send you 
a Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost " What will it do for you ? 
It will lead you into all truth, so 
that you will see eye to eye and com- 
prehend the purposes of God ; you 
will march in line; you will be un- 
der one instructor; you will have 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God who is in all and through 
all, will inspire and guide and dictate 
you ; you will not be split up and 
divided as the sectarians are — every 
man taking his own course, every 
innn for himself and the devil for the 
whole; it will not be setting up hu- 
man intellect above the intelligence 
and inspiration of the Almighty. 
Instead of this, all will bow to the 
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dictates of Jehovah; the aspiration 
of every heart will be, " 0, God, 
thou that rulest in the heavens; 
thou Supreme Governor of the urn- 
Terse, that created all things and 
controls all things, impart to me a 
small moiety of Thy wisdom ! In- 
spire mo with a little of that intelli- 
gence that dwells in Thy bosom! 
Give me a little of Thy Huly Spirit, 
that I may comprehend Thee -and Thy 
laws, and walk in obedience to Thy 
commands!" This will be the feel- 
ing of that individual. " God, 
teach me the paths of life and then 
give power to walk in them r 

Jesus told them they should have 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter ; the 
Spirit should bring things past to 
their remembrance, it should enable 
them to comprehend something about 
the world and why it was organized 
and by whom ; why man was placed 
upon it; what the position of the 
human family is in relation to the 
present, past and future ; find out 
what God's dealings had been with 
the human family in ages gone and 
past, and His designs in relation to 
the world. Then it should unfold 
things to come, it should draw back 
the curtain of futurity and by the 
inspiration and intelligence of that 
Spirit which proceeds from God, it 
should grasp the future. It should 
comprehend the destiny cf the hu- 
man family, and by the revelations 
which God should communicate, 
make known the life to come in the 
eternal worlds. This is the kind of 
thing that the everlasting Gospel 
. communicates, and it is the revela- 
tion of God to man. But the world, 
as I said before, know not the things 
of God, and they cannot comprehend 
them, 

I have had it asked me by philoso- 
phers, "Is this the only way you 
propose to ameliorate the condition 
of the human family — faith in the 
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Lord Jesus Christ, baptism for the 
remission of sins and the laying on 
of hands for the reception of the 
Holy Ghost?" Yes, that is God's 
way of doing it; that is the way He 
has pointed out. I remember, on one 
occasion, being m the city of Paris, 
and a gentleman came to me to in- 
quire concerning the Gospel. He was 
associated with a system of social- 
ism, very common in France, called 
Icarianism. A company of them 
went to Nauvoo after we left* This 
gentleman was a philosopher, and 
the society was trying to carry out 
its philosophy in France, and they 
aimed to bring about the Millennium, 
They never prayed to God, they 
were going to do it by human intelli- 
gence. This gen tie man , whose name 
was Krolikrosky, called upon me, 
when after a lengthy conversation on 
the principles of our faith, said he, 
referring to faith, repentance, baptism 
and the laying on of hands for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost, the first 
principles of our Gospel: "Is this 
all you propose to ameliorate the" 
condition of the world?" "Yes." 
He answered, " I hope you will suc- 
ceed, but I am afraid you will not. 1 ' 
" Permit me," I said, " to draw your 
attention to one or two things. I 
am a religionist." " Yes." " I pro- 
fess to have had revelation from 
God; you do not" "That is so/' 
said he, "You have sent out to 
Nanvoo a number of your most intel- 
lectual men, well provided with means 
of every kind and with talent of the 
first order. Now what is the result ? 
They have gone to a place that we 
have deserted; they found houses 
built, gardens and farms enclosed, 
nothing to do but to take possession 
of them?" "Yes. They found 
buildings of all kinds, public and 
private, in which they could live and 
congregate," " Yes. Was there ever 
a people better situated in repaid to 
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testing your natural philosophy ? You 
could not have hit upon a better 
place. It is a fertile country, on 
the banks of the most magnificent 
stream in the United States — the 
Mississippi. Houses built, gardens 
made, fields enclosed and cultivated. 
You have wise men among you— the 
wisest, the creme de la C73me of your 
society, yet with all this and the 
favorable circumstances under which 
your people commenced there, what 
have you done ? Every time that I 
take up a paper of yours the cry from 
there is, 'Send us means j' 1 we want 
meanp;' 'we are in difficulty;' 'we 
want more money/ This is their 
eternal cry, is it not?" "Yes," 
"Now," said I, "on the other hand, 
we left our farms, houses, gardens, 
fields, orchards, and everything we 
had, except what we took along in 
the shape of food, seeds, fanning 
utensils, wagons, carts, and we wan- 
dered for from ten to fif teen hundred 
miles, with hand-car is, ox tea run and 
any way we could, and settled, finally, 
among the red savages of the forest. 
We had no fields Lo go to and no 
houses built; when we went there it 
was a desert — a howling wilderness, 
and the natives with which we were 
surrounded were ns savage as the 
country itself Now then, what is 
the result ? We have only been there 
a few years, but what art? we doing ? 
We are sending money to bring in 
our emigration: we are sending 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and 
have expended half a million a year 
in teams to brinsr in our poor from 
the nations. But what of you wise 
men who know not God, and think 
yon knnw better than He does, what 
are you doing — yon philosophers, in- 
telligent men and philanthropists, 
crying out eternal! v, 'Send us help?" 
Which is the bwtr Said he, 11 Mr. 
Taylor, I have nothing to say." 
We care nothing about the opinions 


of men, let them look upon us as 
they may. We can say as the old 
Apostle said, " We are living epistles, 
known and read of all men." Judge 
us hy our works. Do thieves, rene- 
gades, blacklegs and corrupt men ac- 
complish the work done here ? Where 
are your Gentile associations ? Here 
we have a magnificent city called 
Corinne, instituted by you gentlemen 
Gentiles here. What a magnificent 
place it is ! It looks as if Tophet has 
been been spewed out, to people it 
with honorable American citizens ! 
Yet these men will prate to us about 
morality, the poor miserable curses! 
O, shame, if thou hadst any blood in 
thy body, thou wonldst blush for 
very shame at the transactions of 
this world in which we live. 

But we believe in God, and you 
Latter-day Saints, your religion is as 
true as it was ten, twenty, thirty, or 
eighteen h lit id red or six thousand 
years ago. It has not changed, and 
I do not think that it will. It is 
everlasting; it is eternal in its nature 
and its consequences, and, whether 
other men know what they are doing 
or not, we do. If others do not at* 
tend to eternity, we do; if others 
know nothing about God, we do, 
and we know where we are going 
and how we are going. God has 
pointed out to us the path, and we 
intend to walk in it, in spite of all 
the powers of earth and helh 

God has taught ns the relationship 
that should exist between us and the 
eternal worlds. That is a thing that 
is very much found fault with. He 
has unveiled the future to us and 
told us that man is not made for here 
alone, and then to die and rot and 
be forgotten, or to sing himself away 
somewhere beyond t he bounds of time 
and space where nobody ever was 
nor ever will be. We have been 
taught something different from that. 
We are aiming at eternal exaltation, 
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at thrones, principalties and powers 
in the eternal worlds* Being made 
in the image of God, male and fe- 
male, and having had developed to 
ns the laws of this life and the laws 
of the life to come, we take the 
privilege of walking according to 
these laws, despite the ideas and no- 
tions of men. 

Who is there among the men of 
the world who know anything about 
the fnture? I know how it was with 
me, and how it was with you, Jew, 
Gentile, Mormon, everybody. What 
was it ! If you applied to the priest- 
hood of the day to be married, the 
priest told y oo he joined you in the 
holy bonds of matrimony until death. 
And what then? You had to find 
out the rest by your own ingenuity. 
No matter about the future* Is that 
all man was made for — to live, marry 
and die — and nothing pertaining to 
the future ? Is man made in the 
image of God ? Is God our Fattier ? 
Is there a heaven above ? Is there 
an eternity before us, and are we to 
prepare ourselves for it or not ? We 
take the liberty of following the 
counsel of Jehovah, revealed to us in 
relation to it 

What man has a claim upon his 
wife in eternity ? It is true that 
some of the writers of the yellow- 
backed literature have a philosophy a 
little in advance of the priests of the 
day. Some of them do tell us about 
eternal unions. They expect to be 
married here and hereafter. They 
know nothing about it, still they are 
in advance of the clergy. They fol- 
low the instincts of nature, and 
nature un perverted looks forward to 
a reunion. We are not governed by 
opinion in these matters. God has 
revealed the principle, and our wives 
are sealed to us for time and eternity. 
When we get through with this life 
we expect to be associated in the next, 
and therefore we pursue the course 


that we do, and no power this side of 
hell, nor there either, can stop it. 

Our course is onward. The Lord 
has revealed to us the pearl of great 
price. We have sacrificed everything 
that the world calls good to purchase 
it; we are in possession and we will 
not part with it for worlds. We 
"tear not men, who can kill the body," 
as Jesus said ; and after that there is 
no more that they can do. We fear 
God who is able to cast both soul and 
body into hell. Yea, we fear Him, 

We make our covenants, then, for 
eternity, because the Gospel is an 
everlasting Gospel. Every truth that 
ever did exist is everlasting, Man is 
an eternal being; his body is eternal. 
It may die and slumber, but it will 
burst the barriers of the tomb and 
come forth in the resurrection of the 
just, I know that some of our wise 
men, even some among us, proft ss to 
think that these things are only folly. 
However, I look at them differently. 
I believe the Bible; I believe in the 
revelations of God and in the mani- 
festations of the Spirit of God. T 
would rather possess the feeling that 
Job had when he was afflicted, cast 
out, oppressed and despoiled, when 
he lay scraping himself with a pots- 
herd, wallowing in ashes, than the 
proud and lofty folly that dwells in 
the heart of the unbeliever and scorner. 
Said Job, " I knotf that my Redeemer 
lives, and that He shall stand in the 
latter days upon the earth ; and 
though after my skin worms destroy 
th*s body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God ; whom I shall see for myself 
and mine eyes shall behold, not for 
another; and though worms destroy 
thU body, yet in my flesh shall 1 see 
God," Those were his feelings. This 
transpired in the "dark ages," when 
men did not know so much about 
electricity, locomotives and a few 
other scientific discoveries, ss they 
do in this enlightened age. I also 
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read in the sayings of the prophets, 
given under the inspiration of the 
Almighty, that * 4 the dead, small and 
great, shall rise, and that bone shall 
be joined to its bone, sinew to sinew, 
and they became a living army be- 
fore God." I knew a man, whom 
many of yon knew, who built a tomb 
for himself in the city of Nauvoo, 
His name was Joseph Smith, and 
many of yoa heard him say what I 
shall now relate. Said he, " I ex- ' 
pect when the time of the resurrec- 
tion comes to rise up in my tomb 
titer e, and strike hands with my 
brethren, with my father and with 
my mother, and hail the day when 
we shall burst from the barriers of 
the tomb and awake to immortal life/ 1 
Have you never heard him talk thus? 
I have. Shall we reject from our 
belief the glorious principles of eter- 
nity — the resurrection of the just? 
Says John, when wrapt in prophetic 
vision, and clothed upon with the 
Spirit and power of God and the 
revelations of Jehovah, "I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it ; and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which were in 
them, and all nations stood before 
God." 

I want a part in the resurrection. 
The angel said, ** Blessed and holy is 
he who has part in the first resurrec- 
tion." I want to have part in the ! 
first resurrection. It is that which 
leads me to hope. It is that hope 
which buoys me up under difficulties 
and sustains me white passing through 
tribulation, for I know as well as Job 
knew that my " Redeemer lives, and 
that He shall stand in the latter day 
upon the earth," and I know that I 
shall stand upon it with hiin. I there- 
fore bear this testimony. 

Allow me to quote a little Scrip- 
ture. You know that there is a say- 
ing, by one of the Apostles, that 


Jesus was a priest for ever after the 
order of Melchizedec ; and speaking 
further of this Melchizedec, the 
Apostle, says he was " without father, 
without mother, without descent, 
having neither beginning of days nor 
end of years." A very singular sort 
of man, was he not ? Did you ever 
see a man like that ? We are told 
that Jesus was a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchizedec. Now, 
there never was a man without father 
or mother, but this refers to his 
Priesthood, that was without begin- 
ning of days or end of years, and 
Jesus had the same kind of Priest- 
hood that Melchizedec had. 

Now we talk about the everlasting 
Gospel, and we will go back to some 
of these dark ages referred to. The 
Melchizedec Priesthood holds the 
mysteries of the revelations of God, 
Wherever that Priesthood exists, 
there also exists a knowledge of the 
laws of God ; and wherever the Gos- 
pel has existed, there has always been 
revelation ; and where there has been 
no revelation, there never has been 
the true Gospel, Let us go back to 
those times. We find that the Gos- 
pel was preached unto Abraham, and 
that Melchizedec was the man to 
whom Abraham paid tithes, and that 
Melchizedec blessed him, Paul tells 
us, " Verily the less is blessed of the 
better." Now Abraham had *the 
Gospel, and Melchizedec had it, and 
the law was added because of trans- 
gression ; and by and by, when Jesus 
came, He was a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchizedec, and he re- 
stored the Gospel, and consequently 
revelations, the opening of the hea- 
vens and the manifestation of the 
power of God; and whenever the 
Gospel has existed, in any age of the 
world, these same manifestations 
have existed with it; and whenever 
these have not been upon the earth, 
there has been no Gospel, The 
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Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believes, 
for therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith.'* 

In addition to Melchizedec, the 
Bible also mentions a man called 
Moses, and lie had the Gospel, for 
Paul tells us "that he preached it 
to the children of Israel in the wil- 
derness, but that ifc profited them 
nothing, not being mixed with faith/' 
There was another man called Elijah, 
that we read of in the Bible. He 
was one of those fanatics who believe 
in revelation, and he had the Gospel 
We come down to the time that Jesus 
was here on the earth ; and on one 
occasion we read that he was on the 
mount with three of his disciples, 
Peter, James and John, and Jesus 
was transfigured before them. And 
Peter said, " Master, it is good for 
us to be here, let us make three ta- 
bernacles, one for thee, one for Moses 
and one for Elias." What? Was 
Moses, that old fellow who led the ! 
children of Israel from Egypt, there? 
That shows that he had the everlast- 
ing Gospel and Priesthood; nnd 
having got rid of the affairs of this 
world, he returned to minister to Jesus 
when he was on the earth. Was 
Elias there too? So Peter said. 
What was he doing theie ? He died 
long before, but having held the 
everlasting Priesthood he lived again, 
and lives for evermore. We will go 
to another man. There are curious 
things in the Bible, if the people only 
believed them ; but they do not, and 
that is the trouble, I refer to John, 
the beloved disciple. We are told 
that he was banished because he was 
a fanatic — I was going to say a Mor- 
mon — as John did not agree with 
the enlightenment, philosophy and 
intelligence that existed then. What 
did they do with him? They banish- 
ed him and sent him to the Isle of 
Palmes; and compelled him to labor 


among the slaves in the lead mines; 
he was not fit for civilized society, 
but they could not deprive him of 
fellowship. While there with the 
Almighty, he was carried away in the 
Spirit, and that Spirit manifested to 
him things past, for generations gone; 
things present — the condition of the 
churches that then existed ; and also 
things to come — the world with all 
its myriads of inhabitants down to 
the winding-up scene, lie saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before 
God, and the books were opened ; and 
another bonk was opened, called the 
Book of Life; and he saw a hundred 
and forty Tour thousand, and a num- 
ber that no man can number, who 
sang a new song, and the glories of 
eternity, and the past, present and 
future were unveiled before his vision. 
He saw the new Jerusalem descend 
from above, and the Zion from above 
meeting the Zion from below, and 
they were married and became one. 
He saw the end of the nations, and 
of the world. " Cloud-capped towers 
and gorgeous palaces were dissolved,'* 
and everything passed away. He 
gazed upon the whole ; and a mighty 
angel stood before him, and he was 
about to bow down before him and to 
worship him ; but the angel said, 
" Stop, do not worship me !" "Why? 
Who are you ? You are a glorious 
personage; you are filled with great* 
ness, and surrounded by majesty, 
glory and power, and the visions of 
eternity seem to be at your command, 
for you have unfolded them to me. 
Will you not let me worship you V 9 
"No." "Who are jou?" "I am 
one of thy fellow-servants, the pro- 
phets, w f ho kept the testimony of 
Jesus, and the word of God, while 
here upon the earth, and feared 
God and kept His commandments. 
Do not worship me, worship God." 
Said he, " I am one of those old fel- 
lows who w T ere buffeted, persecuted 
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and misrepresented just as you are; 
despised as you are by fools who 
knew nothing about God or eternity," 
Well, now, we believe these things. 
We believe in a religion that will 
reach into eternity, that will bring 
ns into connection with God. We 
believe that God has set up His king- 
dom on the earth; we believe and 
know that it will roll forth and 
spread and extend, that Zion will be 
built np, that the glory of God will 
rest upon it ; that the arm of Jehovah 
will be made bare in its defence; 
that the power of God will be ex- 
erted in behalf of His people; that 
Zion will rise and shine, and that the 


glory of God will be manifested 
among His Saints* We know that 
this kingdom will grow and increase 
until the kingdoms of this world will 
become the kingdoms of our God and 
His Christ, and that He shall rule 
and reign for ever and ever. And 
we expect to join in the universal 
anthem, u Hosanna, hosanna, for the 
Lord God omninopent reigneth," and 
will reign until all enemies are under 
His feet. 

God bless Israel. God bless all 
His Saints, and let the wrath of God 
be upon the enemies of Zion from 
this time henceforth and for ever, in 
the name of Jesus. Amen. 


DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRFGHAM YOUNG, 
Delivered m the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Feb. 20, 1870. 


(Reported by David W. Evans,) 


THE SAINTS ARE A STRANGE PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY PRACTLSE WHAT THEY 

PROFESS* 


It is some time since I have spoken 
to tbe people in this capacity, and I 
have a few words to say to Saints 
and sinners. That is a cum m on ex- 
pression, but as we are all sinners, I 
might say a few words to sinners 
exclusively. 

The Gospel of the Son of God that 
has been revealed in a plan or system 
of laws and ordinances, Ly strict obe- 
dience to which the people who in- 
habit this earth are assured that they 
may return again into the presence 
of the Father and the Son. 

I frequently contemplate the con- 


dition of this so-called strange people 
the Latter-day Saints. " A strange 
jaeople" is a peculiar expression, as 
though we were different from others! 
I know that we are so considered, 
but in my opinion we ars* the most 
rational, common sense people that 
live on the face of the earth. We are 
trying to become natural in our 
habits, and are striving to fulfil the 
end and design of oar creation. When 
we read of and contemplate the man* 
ners, morals and customs that prevail 
in the world and compare them with 
those of the Latter-day Saints, we 
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may justly come to the conclusion 
that we are '* a strange people," for, 
in these respects, we are very different 
to the rest of the world. How strange 
it is that we should do differently 
from the rest of mankind! How 
strange it is that we should believe 
differently from our neighbors! It 
is very strange indeed that we cannot 
embrace the so-called Christian re- 
ligion and be satisfied therewith. If 
we were to ask the infidel world some 
few questions, they might talk, philo- 
sophize and bring up their sophistry, 
but they could not prove a truth to 
be an untruth. The whole infidel 
world cannot prove that we are not 
here on this earth, that the sun does 
not shine, that we do not speak and 
hear, that we do not see with our 
eyes and handle with our hands, that 
we have not the power of tasting and 
bmelhng and have not the use of our 
natural senses. You all know that 
I have got eyes, for you can see 
them ; you know I can speak, for 
you can hear my voice ; you know 
that you are here in a building, rude 
as it may be, and you know that yon 
walk on the ground ; you know that 
you breathe the air, and you also 
know that when you are thirsty you 
desire water to drink, and that when 
you are hungry you want something 
palatable to eat We all know these 
things by the exercise of our natural 
senses, but there are many things of 
which we are ignorant. We may 
look at ourselves and the people 
generally, and the earth upon which 
we walk, and without the revelations 
of God we know not who we are, 
whence we caine, nor who formed the 
earth on which we live, move and 
have our being. Did 1 bring the 
particles of matter together and form 
the earth ? No. Did you, Mr. Phi- 
losopher ? Did you, Mr, Infidel, or 
you, Mr. Christian, Pagan, or Jew ? 
No, not any of us. We know that 


we are here, but who brought us here 
or how we came are questions the 
solution of which depends upon a 
power superior to ours. The ideas 
I of the inhabitants of the earth with 
regard to their own creation and 
destiny, and with regard to the des- 
tiny of the earth, are very crude and 
vague. But we must all acknowledge 
that some individual, being, power or 
influence superior to ourselves pro- 
duced us and the earth and brought 
us forth and holds us in existence, 
and causes the revolutions of the 
earth and of the planetary system. 
These nre facts that neither we nor 
all mankind can controvert; the 
whole Christian and even the heathen 
world will acknowledge all this; but 
what do they know about it ? Who 
understands the modus operandi by 
which all this was brought about and 
continued ? Who is able to leap 
forth into the immensity of thought, 
space, contemplation and research, 
and search out the principles by which 
we are here and by which we are sus- 
tained ? The strangest phenomenon 
to the inhabitants of the earth to-day 
is that God, the maker and preserver 
of the earth and all it contains, should 
speak from heaven to His creatures, 
the works of His hands here. What 
would there be strange in the me- 
chanician, after constructing the most 
beautiful and ingenious piece of me- 
chanism it is possible to conceive of, 
speaking to it and admiring the 
beauty, regularity and order of its 
motions? Nothing whatever. Well, 
to me it is not at all strange that He 
who framed and fashioned this beau* 
tiful world and all the myriads and 
varieties of organizations it contains, 
should come and visit them; tome 
this is perfectly natural, and when we 
remember and compare the belief of 
this people with that of the rest of the 
world we need not be surprized at 
being considered " a strange people," 
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Brother George A. Smith has been 1 
relating to us something about the 
history and belief of some of his 
forefathers, and others; one believed 
one thing and another another. It 
was with them, as it was in the days 
of the Apostles — some were for Paul, 
some for A polios, some for Cephas 
and some for Christ, To me it is 
more rational for an intelligent being 
to embrace truth, than it is to mix 
up a little troth with a great deal of 
error, or to embrace all error and 
undertake to follow a phantom. Have 
yon embraced truth, Latter-day 
Saints ? Have you anything different 
from other Christians? Yes. What . 
have you got? Xou have got a 
Falhor in heaven, a system of religion, 
a plan of salvation, with doctrines 
and ordinances. What are they? 
We read them in the Bible, and the 
same things again in the Book of 
Mormon, both of which are precisely 
the same as the principles contained 
in the Book of Doctrine and Cove- 
nants, each one corroborating the 
other. It is written that out of the 
mouths of two or three witnesses 
every word shall be established, and 
here, in the New Testament, we have 
the words of the evangelists ; in the 
Old Testament the words of the pro- 
phets and patriarchs; and again, the i 
testimony of others in the Book of 
Harmon; and last of all, given in 
our own day, the testimony of Joseph 
Smith in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants; all coinciding, and the 
two latter corroborating, the fact that 
the Bible, as far as it is correctly 
translated, is the word of God. The 
Bible contains the word of God, the . 
word of Jesus, of angels, of good 
men, of those tolerably good, of wick- 
ed men, and the words of the devil, 
the enemy of all righteousness, the 
enemy of Jesus, and the enemy of 
this world, who is determined that 
he will possess the earth and its 


inhabitants; and in the main it is 
true; and every item of doctrine 
taught by the Latter-day Saints is 
to be found in this book. Then, why 
should the Latter-day Saints appear 
so obnoxious and disagreeable to the 
world — fairly a hiss and a by-word ? 
What is the reason of this ? Is it 
because we can swear more and better 
than others ? No. Because we can 
lie more and better than others? 
Well, can you steal better than others? 
: No ; I will defy you to do that. Are 
you better gamblers ? No. Do you 
intrude more on your neighbors' 
rights than others? No. Do you 
bear false witness more than others? 
No. Can you revile the name of the 
Savior more than others ? No. Well 
then, why are we considered so strange 
a people? Simply because we be- 
lieve in the reality of the principles 
contained in the word of God, and 
maintain that man, in this day, needs 
and obtains direct revelation from his 
Creator for his guidance. 

Let ns look now for a moment at 
what is termed the " moral code," the 
ten commandments revealed by the 
Lord to the Jews, the House of 
Israel, for a law to control their every- 
day walk and conduct. Do the Lat- 
ter-day Saints keep this? Yes. 
Docs that make them so very strange? 
Why should it? Does that tact 
make them a speckled bird in the 
communities of the world ? It should 
not. Then why is it that we are so 
considered? We have a Father; 
He is in heaven ; He has told us to 
call Him Father; He says that we 
are His children. Now, excuse me 
everybody that does not believe in 
the Bible, or who is inclined not to 
believe in it, we are so unwise, so 
shortsighted, so foolish in our imagi- 
nation that we believe the Bible, we 
actually believe that God the Father 
is our heavenly Father, that we are 
His children; and we believe that 
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Jesus Christ is our elder brother — 
that he is actually the Sun of our 
Father and that he is the Savior of 
the world, and wtt) appointed to this 
before the foundations of this earth 
were laid. We aie just so foolish 
and short-sighted as to believe all 
this. ! 

We know that this age, by the 
outside world, is considered a fast 
age; we think it is very fast, so far 
as unbelief goes. The people now-a- 
days profess to be very enlightened 
and they ray, " Don't be so super- 
stitious as to believe the Bible ;" and 
the idea of Jesus being sacrificed for 
the sins of the world is ridiculed by 
many. They say, 41 Oh, don't have 
any such ideas, be more* liberal, be 
as we are ; 1f and I heard of one man 
who said he would not believe in, 
worship, nor acknowledge a God who 
would command a man to sacrifice 
his only son, as Abraham was called 
to sacrifice Isaac. We Latter-day 
Saints are just so unwise and foolish 
as to believe that the Lord Almighty 
required this at the hands of Abra- 
ham ; and He did not tell Abraham 
that he would have that ram ready 
in the bushes. He said, " Have you 
confidence in me, my sou Abraham r" 
"Yes," said Abraham. "Well, I 
will prove yoa. Bring up your son J 
Isaac to Mount Moriah, build an altar 
there, place the wood on the altar and 
bind your son and place him on the 
altar and sacrifice him to me, and this 
will prove whether you have faith in 
me or not" The sacrifice was offered 
and acepted, and the Lord provided 
a way whereby Isaac could live* We 
are just so foolish, unwise and short- 1 
sighted, and so wanting in philosophy 
that we actually believe God told 
Abraham to do this very thing. 

Who is that God? He is my 
Father, He is your Father; we are 
His offspring. He has planted 
within each of us the germ of the 


r same intelligence, power, glory and 
exaltation that He enjoys Himself. 
This proves that we arc a peculiar 
race. We belong to the highest 
order of intelligence; and though 
we, as yet, are very ignorant, we 
have the privilege of increasing in 
intelligence, growing, expanding, 
spreading abroad, gathering in, en- 
larging and gaining, and the more 
wo learn to-day, the better for us, 
for it does not destroy the knowledge 
we had yesterday ; and when we 
learn more to-morrow it does not 
destroy the knowledge of to-day. We 
are creatures susceptible of continual 
education and improvement. And 
we take this book, the Bible, which 
I expect to see voted out of the so- 
called Christian world very soon, 
they are coming to it as fast as 
possible, I say we take this book for 

I our guide, for our rule of action ; we 
take it lis the foundation of our 
faith. It points the way to salvation 
like a fingerboard pointing to a city, 
or a map which designates the locality 
of mountains, rivers, or the latitude 
and longitude of any place on the 
surface of the earth that we desire to 
find, and we have no better sense than 
to believe it; hence, I say that the 
Latter-day Saints have the most 
natural faith and belief of any people 
on the face of the earth. 

We believe in God the Father, in 
Jesus the Mediator; we believe in 
the ordinances that Ho hay placed in 
His house, we believe in keeping the 

( laws that He has left on record by 
which His Saints are required to 
square their lives, and to direct their 

; steps. We do all this and we keep 
the moral code. Others do this, and 
when we reflect upon the righteous 
course of many of those who have 
lived before us, who have observed 
this moral code, we can see that 
great good has been done. But why 

| should we be considered so strange 
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by those who profess to believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ? 

One says, £4 You believe in baptism 
by immersion, and we do not believe 
in it; you Latter-day Saints believe 
that a person should come to the 
years of accountability before he is 
baptized, but we believe in taking our 
infants and dipping our fingers, or in 
the priest dipping his fingers in the 
water and touching the children's 
foreheads and that they then become 
members of the living church and 
heirs of salvation/ 1 But where do 
you find this in the Bible ? 

The method of administering the 
ordinance of baptism is a much dis- 
puted point among the different sects 
of the religious world, the Baptists 
alone maintaining that immersion is 
absolutely necessary. Some are so 
liberal in their views on this subject* 
that they will either sprinkle or im- 
merse at the option of the candidate, 
None, however, regard it as necessary 
or efficacious for the remission of sins, 
but simply as a profession of faith. 
We, the Latter-day Saints, believe in 
being baptized by immersion for the 
remission of sins, according to the 
testimony of the disciples of Jesus 
and the revelations of the Lord given 
in these last days. Infants are pure, 
they have neither sorrow of heart, 
nor sins to repent of and forsake, 
and consequently are incapable of 
being baptized for the remission of 
sin. If we have sinned, we must 
know good from evil ; an infant does 
not know this, it cannot know it ; it 
has not grown into the idea of con- 
templation of good and evil ; it has 
not the capacity to listen to the 
parent or teacher or to the priest 
w hen they tell what is right or wrong 
or what is injurious; and until these 
things are understood a person can- 
not be held accountable and conse- 
quently cannot be baptized for the 
remission of sin. 


"Well," says the Christian, <£ If 
you really believe in being baptized 
by immersion, I expect it is correct 
for you, and it will answer every 
purpose; but we think sprinkling 
will answer for us." If, however, 
sprinkling infants be the correct 
method of admin is tenner the ordi- 
nance of baptism, we are safo even 
on Christian grounds, for all Chris- 
tians will acknowledge that immer- 
sion is as good. If, on the other 
hand, immersion, or being buried 
with Christ by baptism, bo the only 
correct method of administering the 
ordinance, and it is, according to the 
testimony of more than one of his 
disciples, our system will not avail 
those who have been sprinkled. But 
we are safe anyhow. 

Again, with regard to faith in 
Jesus. Along comes a man and says, 
"It is all folly to have faith in the 
name of Jesus. It is true that Christ 
died for all, but it is folly for you to 
fret yourselves about keeping his 
commandments and observing the or- 
dinances left on record in the Scrip- 
tures. Jesus will save ail. Ho did 
not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance, and if he 
came to save sinners do you 
not think ho will accomplish the 
task r" 

We, the Latter-day Saints, certainly 
believe that Christ will accomplish all 
that he undertook to do, but he never 
yet said he would save a sinner in his 
sins, but that he would save him 
from his sins. He has instituted 
laws and ordinances whereby this can 
be effected. But; this gentleman says, 
" Christ will save all," The Mormon 
Elder says that he will save all who 
come to him, all who hearken to 
his word and keep his command- 
ments, and Jesus has said, "If ye 
love me, keep my commandments." 
Now this character to which I have 
referred says he loves Jesus, but it 
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is nonsense to keep hia command- 
ments; but the "Mormon" says, U I 
love Jesus, and in proof of it I keep 
his commandments*" Now, suppose 
the former is correct and Christ will 
save all, whether they do or do not keep 
bis commandments, in that case the 
** Mormons" are right again, for they 
will all be saved ; but suppose that 
Jesus requires strict obedience to his 
laws and ordinances and command- 
ments, those who merely believe 
without rendering obedience to his 
laws are slightly incorrect, and, in 
the end, the disadvantage will again 
be with them. 

Now the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints believes every 
word of truth believed in by the 
holy Catholic Church — the mother 
church of the Christian world; and 
then every troth believed in by every 
Protestant reformer and revivalist 
that Lias ever come out from the 
mother church or from any of her 
children; and having all this, we 
wish to frame, fashion and build after 
the pattern that God has revealed ; 
and in doing so we take all the laws, 
rules, ordinances and regulations con- 
tained in the Scriptures and practice 
them as far as possible, and then 
keep learning and improving until 
we can live by every word that pro- 
ceeds out of the mouth of God* 

You may take the mother church 
of the Christian world, the reformers, 
universalists, deists, atheists, spiritu- 
alists and everybody else, and if any 
or all of them are right, we are sure 
that wc are, for every particle of 
troth believed in by any one of them, 
and all the truth possessed by the 
whole of them combined is believed 
in by the Latter-day Saints ; but if 
we are right, they will fail. Now, 
who is cn the safe ground ? Who is 
most likely to be deluded and to be 
found wanting? Let the people de- 
cide. 


DISCOUBSKS. 

There is not a word in these three 
books, Bible, Book of Mormon and 
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
that I have ever found yet, that has 
been delivered by the Lord to His 
servants, but what, if it is lived up 
to, or practiced in the life of an in- 
dividual, it makes him or her better 
in every sense of the word* There is 
no code ever got up by the children 
of men that would direct them so 
purely in their lives as that contained 
in these three books, and if the peo- 
ple of the Christian world, or any 
portion of them, were to throw away 
or set aside faith in God and in Jesus 
Christ, and the various ordinances of 
the Gospel as contained in the Scrip- 
tures, and were to observe only the 
moral code, and observe it strictly, it 
would make them a better people 
tlian any who now live on the face of 
the earth, the Latter-day Saints ex- 
cepted. 

But what is the use of forsaking 
any portion of the law of the Lord ? 
It is true that some portions of it, 
through disuse or neglect, are now 
looked upon as obsolete, just as it is 
with some laws still remaining on the 
statute books of the nations of the 
earth ; but a law possesses neither 
more nor less intrinsic merit on this 
account The law once passed in 
England inflicting a penalty upon all 
who ate bread until it was three days 
old, possesses no less merit or virtue 
now that it is obsolete than in the 
day when it was enacted. It was 
gotten up many years ago because 
fresh bread was considered injurious 
to the stomach ; but, although it is 
not enforced now, I believe it has 
never been repealed- Did my Eng- 
lish brethren and sisters observe this 
law while they lived in England? I 
think not; pet haps they did not 
know anything about it. If, however, 
that law was good when it was made, 
it is good now, and there is no person 
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in that country who uses bread under 
that age but is liable to be prosecuted. 
So it is with regard to many laws 
under our own and other governments. 
They ure found to be inapplicable to 
the situation and condition of the 
people, and hence they become obso- 
lete. We may tike the laws con- 
tained in the Old and New Testa- 
ments, and if they were good in the 
days of the Apostles, Prophets and 
Patriarchs, why are they not good 
to-day ? It is not because they are 
not good that they are passed over, 
but in some respects they are not 
as applicable to the feelings of the 
Christian world now as when they 
were given, because of the traditions 
of the fathers. 

I know that the outside world say, 
"Oh, you Mormons, what a poor de- 
graded people you are !" You know, 
one public lecturer says there is not a 
public school in all Utah, I can say 
that if there aie no public schools 
there are plenty of private schools, 
and there are no people on the face 
of the earth that support as many 
children in private schools as the 
people of Utah, according to their 
numbers. Still the world declare 
that we are degraded, miserable and 
ignorant; and, "Oh, that horrid 
principle! Oh dear, it makes me 
blush!" Yes, it makes one think of 
a little circumstance that transpired 
with one of our Elders who went 
after machinery to Massachusetts, 
He went to inquire about machinery 
for a cotton factory, and the gentle- 
man to whom he applied said, "Where 
are you from ?" " Utah," •» 0, you 
are out among the Mormons?" "Yes." 
"Are you a Mormon?" "Yes." 
" Well, I believe," said the interroga- 
tor, "you, out there, believe in having 
more wives than one ?" " Yes, that 
is true," said the Elder. "Well," 
said the gentleman, " I want you to 
come up and see my partner," So 


our brother was invited up to see the 
partner of the gentleman who had 
questioned him so closely, in order to 
talk a little about the number of 
people here, and the improvements, 
etc. The first thing, on meeting the 
partner, was to pitch into the " Mor- 
mon" about how many wives he had, 
and he replied that "he had just 
enough to enable him to keep from 
troubling his neighbors' wives," The 
gentleman that took our Elder to 
| this place had a family, but the gen- 
tleman whom they visited had not, 
and he was considered a great liber- 
tine ; and the one who had a family 
was delighted with the answer made 
by the Elder, and said he to his part- 
ner, " I gue?s you are satisfied now, I 
wish you could say as much." This 
is the way with the world — " How 
many wives have you got ?" and, 
" Oh, it is so wicked, it is so de- 
grading !" 

Well, I need not talk about this; 
but I will say that the principle of 
patriarchal marriage is one of the 
highest and purest ever revealed to 
the children of men, I do not say 
that it will not injure a great many* 
I heard brother Joseph Smith say a 
number of times, " There is no ques- 
tion but it will be the means of 
damning many of the Elders of Israel; 
it is nevertheless true and must be 
| revealed ; and the Lord designs that 
it shall be repealed and go forth, and 
that this people must receive the 
oracles of truth, and they must re- 
; ceive this holy ordinance, and that 
that pertains to the celestial world ; 
and they will retrograde if they do 
not embrace more of the celestial law 
than they have yet," 

I say, with regard to this principle, 
if it was good in the days of Abraham 
and of the Patriarchs and Prophets, 
or at any other period of the world's 
history, and the fact that the Lord 
commanded His servants anciently 
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to observe it, is conclusive proof that 
it was so considered by Him, is 
it not good now?J It certainly docs 
nrt as far as some of oar lecturers 
in the East, who advocate the aboli* 
tion of the marriage ceremony by 
Govern men t. We do not go quite as 
far as this; we can't receive all that 
the)* do or would receive. We can't 
believe a great, many things the so- 
called Christian world believe, because 
they are neither Scriptural nor true. 

Now, with regard to this moral 
code, of which I have been speaking, 
I will leave it to the greatest infidel, 
or to the smallest infidel on the earth, 
or to the wickedest and most riotous 
person that can be found, and I am 
satisfied that he will say that lives 
squared according to its precepts, 
whether of individuals or com muni- 1 
ties, are the very best that can be 
led. I say to the world, do not blame 
us for believing it. Di> not blame the 
Latter-day Saints for believing the 
Bible. ** We will not," says the 
Christian world, " if you will not ■ 
practice it." Aye, there's the rub! 
Now, I ask the question, who manifest 
true wisdom, they who possess the 
principles of truth and practice them, 
or they who possess and profess to 
believe them and yet refuse to prac- 1 
tice them ? I leave it to the world 
to say which is the wiser course. I 
think that if I did not believe in 
baptism enough to be baptized for 
the remission of my sins, I would say 
I do not believe and consequently I 
will not be baptized. And if I did 
not believe in the Lord's Supper, I 
would say so, and would set that aside 
in my practice. If I did not believe 
in the atonement of the Son of God, 
or in the virtue and efficacy of his 
blood, I would say I do not believe 
in them. If I could not believe 
enough to practice what he has told 
me, I think I would be honest enough 
to say so, and I would live as fast 
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i and as close as my feeble capacity 
would permit me to what I did be- 
lieve in. 

i When I look at universalism, de- 
ism, atheism, and at the various sects 
of the day, I feel that it' we fail they 
are ready to fcatch us; but if we are 
right, they are wrong, and we must 
officiate for them and bring them up 
or they are for ever lost. Who is 
1 right and who is wrong, who are on 
sore ground and who are not? This 
is an important question. It brings 
! to mind a little anecdote that I have 
heard my brother Joseph tell. A 
certain king came along by a house 
where there resided a poor family of 
children, little girls, who were out at 
play. He stopped his carriage and 
spoke to them, saying, " Children, I 
rtm going a little further; I shall be 
back presently, I wish you to wash 
yourselves and get on your best 
clothing, for I want to take you home 
with me to a feast,'* The children, 
all but one, kept on playing and paid 
no attention; this one stepped into 
the house and washed herself. When 
asked what she was doing, she said 
she was washing and was going to 
put on her best clothing, for the king 
had promised to take her in his car- 
riage if she would do so. She was 
laughed at for believing that he would 
do any such thing, and told to go on 
with her play. But she washed and 
dressed and sat until the king's car- 
riage returned; and she being the 
only one ready, the king took her 
up, carried her home, gave her pre- 
sents and blessed her ; but the rest 
of the children, not having heeded 
the words of the kin^, received no 
blessing at his hands. So it is with 
the whole world of mankind. They 
say it is folly in the extreme to be- 
lieve as we Latter-day Saints believe; 
it is all nonsense. They say, " Jesus 
will never call us "to judgment; he 
will never come to receive his own ; 


WHY THE SAINTS ABE A STRANGE PE0PLR. 


he will never come to reign on the 
earth j" but thej will find their mis* 
take out when the king comes along; 
and I am thankful that I am looking 
at some who, like the little girl, are 
preparing for hid coming. 

Let nie ask again, who is on safe 
ground? Is the apostate on safe 
ground ? What has he got ? If he 
has found truth, it is here. We have 
embraced all truth in the heavens, 
on the earth, under the earth, on 
other planets, and in every kingdom 
there is in all the eternities. Every 
truth in every kingdom that exists 1 
is embraced in oar faith, and the 
Lord reveals a little here and a little 
there, line upon line, and He will 
continue to do so until wc can reach 
into eternity and embrace a fullness 
of His glory, excellency and p nver. 
Who are on safe ground, then? These 
poor despised "Mormons" are the 
only people who live on the face of 
the earth that we know anything of 
who are on safe ground. Whether 
the Bible is true or not, no matter. 

Now then, for a few words on the • 
opposite side. Leaving the difference 
between the good and the evil, be- 
tween light and darkness, at id be- 
tween right and wrong, truth and 
error, as marked out by the dividing 
line, let us glance at the effects of 
the two principles. Light, intelli- 
gence, good, that which is of God, 
creates, fashions, forms, builds up, 
brings into existence, beautifies, 
makes excellent, glorifies, extends 
and increases; while on the other 
hand that which is not of God burns, 
destroys, cuts down, ruins and produces 
darkness and unbelief in the minds of 
the people. Light and intelligence 
lead people to the fountain of truth; 
while the . opposite principle says, 
" Don't believe a word, don't do a 
thing; burn up and destroy." Well 
now, when you leave the truth you 
have nothing but unbelief. And 
No. 10. 


this latter is precisely the condition 
of the ungodly world, and, as fast 
as the wheels of time can roll they 
are going downward, downward to 
confusion, distress, anarchy and ruin, 
Their much boasted liberal feelings 
and extended views will not bring 
peace or truth to them ; but they arc 
bringing contention and darkness, 
hatred and malice. [That system 
that brings present security and peace 
is the best to live by, and the best to 
; die by ; it is the best for doing buai* 
ness; it is the best for making farms, 
1 for building cities and temples, and 
that system is the law of God, ; But 
it requires strict obedience. The 
rule of right and the line which God 
has drawn for the people to walk by 
insures peace, comfort, and happiness 
no w and eternal glory and exaltat ion ; 
but nothing short of strict obedience 
to God's law will do this. 
| Brethren and sisters, I can bear my 
testimony that the Gospel is true. 
But what will this do for a person 
who has no eves to see it and its 
beauties, no mind or heart to under- 
stand the excellency of this code of 
laws and ordinances that God has 
revealed P I say the Gospel is true, 
but what does this amount to, to such 
a person? Nothing. What does? 
Draw the contrast between the rulo 
of heaven and the rule of wickedness 
that now prevails on the earth, and 
see which will make the people the 
most happy and place them in the 
best circumstances ; show which will 
give them the most peace, the great- 
est enjoyment, the greatest amount 
of intelligence, light and happiness- 
That which leads to the fountain of 
life and happiness will produce the 
most. Let the people judge between 
the two by the contrast. All live so as 
to produce intelligence, light and 
happiness, or misery, confusion and 
destruction. A person before he can 
understand the law and government 
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of God, must see and understand the 
propriety of it and see its beaut ies, 
80 it ia with the whole system of 
salvation. Not that I would say 
we are machines, for we have our 
agency ; but God has placed us here, 
and He exacts strict obedience to His 
laws before we can derive the benefit 
and blessings their observance will 
yield. You may take a beautiful 
machine of any kind you please, and 
when the machinist has finished his 
work and set it in perfect order, bow 
could it be expected to operate satis- 
factorily if a hook here or a journal 
yonder were to say, I am not going 
to stay here, or I am going to jump 
out of this place and am going some- 
where else ; and then another piece of 


the machinery would jump out of its 
place into another part of the ma- 
chine ? What would be the state of 
such a machine? Confusion and 
disorganization would soon result and 
the machinist might very properly 
say, what a pity that I bestowed so 
much labor on such unruly members 
of my machine. 

The Priesthood of the Son of God, 
which we have in our midst, is a per- 
fect order and system of government, 
and this alone can deliver the human 
family from all the evils which now 
afflict its members, and insure them 
happiness and felicity hereafter. 
Brethren and sisters, God bless you. 
Amen. 


DISCOURSE PRESIDENT BTUGHAM YOUNG, 


Delivered in jse New Tabernacle, Salt Lak*s City, Sept. 25, 1C70. 


(Reported by David W. Evans.) 


THE POWER OF TRADITION ON THE HUMAN MIND, 


A few words to the Latter-day l 
Saints, First, I feel very thankful j 
for the privilege of returning to my 
borne and my friends that dwell here 
in this city. I am thankful that I 
am able to stand before you to bear 
my humble testimony to the truth. 
Truth, in the end, will prevail. 

You have been hearing a descrip- 
tion of our travels, of the route we 
passed over, and the ministrations to 
our comfort from our friends in the 
South, I feel wearied, having been 
broken of my rest a good deal, not 
being able, while travelling, to ob- 


tain the quantity of rest that I re- 
quire, I feel almost unable to stand 
here before you, still I look flush and 
hale and hearty, and think that I 
have probably gained from six to ten 
pounds of flesh since 1 have been 
gone. We have only travelled a 
little over nine hundred miles in 
28 days. How many times we have 
preached I do not know. I have not 
kept count. Whenever we came to 
a settlement, either in the daytime or 
evening, while stopping to feed, the 
brethren would say, " Can't we hare 
a meeting? We want a meeting! 
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Brethren, will yon hold meeting? 
Frequently we would say, "Yes," and 
while our an i run Is were refresh in g 
themselves, we would assemble with 
the people and talk with them. 

It made no difference how arduous 
our labors had been; if we had tra- 
velled and preached a month without 
sleep, I don't know that the brethren 
would have supposed that we needed 
rest, I asked one brother, a pre- 
siding Elder, who wanted to have a 
meeting, how old his father was. 
u Why," said he, *' he is sixty -seven." 
I suppose that man does not do as 
much labor in a month as I do in a 
day, take it year in and year out* 
Still I may be mistaken in this. Said 
I, " Brother, if your father had en- 
dured what I have endured for three 
or four weeks past, and was asked to 
go to meeting and there spend an 
hour or two, talking to the people, 
you would feel insulted, and would 
consider it an imposition for your 
father to be required to labor without 
cessation.' 1 Said he, "I did not 
think of that" Said I, t£ I am con- 
siderably older than he is, yet look 
at my labors !" So we passed on and 
did not iiave a meeting. But it was 
meeting, meeting, meeting, from the 
time we left this city until our return. 

In our communications to the 
Saints I have taken the liberty to 
speak of our traditions, The world 
of mankind have no idea of the force 
of tradition upon them, it does not 
come into their hearts, they do not 
contemplate it; if they did they 
would correct many of their errors, 
and cease a great many of their prac- 
tices, and adopt others more in ac- 
cordance with the principles of life 
and truth. We wish the Latter-day 
Saints instructed in such a way that 
the traditions they communicate to 
their children will be correct If we 
did but understand truth from error, 
light from darkness, and knew the 


will of God perfectly and were dis- 
posed to do it, it would be just as 
easy to give our children an educa- 
tion to profit themselves and others, 
to enable them to be profitable to the 
human family, and to show forth 
that wisdom which God has given 
ns, as to take a course to fill their 
lives with error and wrong. Many, 
very many, people regret much of 
their lives, because, through circum- 
stances over which they have had no 
control, they have been deprived of 
the knowledge that some few possess. 
It makes no difference how children 
are brought up so far as the perma- 
nence of the impressions and habits 
of childhood are concerned. Whether 
surrounded with error or truth, the 
web woven around ttiem in child- 
hood's days lasts, and seldom wears 
threadbare; but in many instances 
it grows brighter and brighter and 
stronger and stronger until its pos- 
sessor goes down to the grave. 

You have heard it declared here, 
within the few minutes just passed, 
that we have the truth, the Priest- 
hood of the Son of God ; that we 
are endowed with that understanding 
and wisdom by the revelations of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, so that we do 
know the way of life and salvation, 
and know, better than any otber peo- 
ple, the course to pursue here on this 
earth to prepare us for glory, immor- 
tality and endless lives which are to 
come* If this is the fact, we should 
manifest and show it forth to God 
and man by our teachings, practice 
and every act of our lives. 

I may say that the infidel worid 
has grown up in consequence of false 
religions; it has been strengthened 
by false theories. "For any individual 
in tho world to teach what he does 
not practice is a stumbling block to 
all beholders ; then if the Latter-day 
Saints know the truth and do it not, 
certainly, great will be their con- 


demnation. Hence it stands us in 
need to be on the watch continually. 
I do not know of a more absolute 
monarch that ever reigned on earth 
than the one who has perfect control 
over his passions. Do you know of 
a more absolute monarch than such a 
person ? If you do, I do not. We ' 
should all learn to govern and con- 
trol ourselves! The question may 
be asked, '* Can we govern our own 
thoughts?" Yes, we can by steady 
application in gathering to ourselves 
reflections, thoughts and meditations 
which arc according to truth and 
righteousness and justified of God 
and of all the good od the face of the 
earth, we can avoid evil thoughts, 
communications, reflections and en- 
ticements, and can bring the whole 
man into subjection to the law of 
Christ. Is this the fact? It is. If 
we are filled with good thoughts, 
ideas and feelings formed upon pre- 
cepts which God has taught for the 
salvation of the human family, our 
communications will be beneficial to 
our fellow beings. This is to the 
Latter-day Saints. 

When I look over the character of 
the few who have been gathered to- 
gether — a pretty fair representation 
of almost all nations, it is astonish- 
ing to see the various ideas of right - 
and wrong entertained by them in 
consequence of their traditions, and 
the teachings they have received from 
their fathers, mothers, schoolmasters 
and school madames; the priest in 
the pulpit and the deacon under the 
pulpit. I say it is astonishing to see 
this variety — all springing from tra- 
dition. Not but what there should J 
be a great variety ; we see a variety 
of countenances in the human family, 
and we may also expect a variety of 
dispositions ; but all these dispositions 
can be governed and controled by 
the principles of right and righteous- 
ness. 


Our traditions, then, should be 
correct ! We should know how to 
teach our children correct principles 
from their youth up. The fir^t thing 
that is taught by the motheRo the 
child should be true; we should never 
allow ourselves to teach our children 
one thing and practice another. I 
have sometimes said to my sisters, 1 
"Do not teach your children to lie." 
This is the courge pursued by many, 
without deaiguing to do so. The 
very first lessons that are given to 
the infant mind capable of receiving 1 
impressions is to falsify or tell that 1 
which is untrue. "Well, 5 * says a 
mother, " if I do so, I do not know 
it." It may be quite true that you 
do not know it. But what did you 
promise your little girl if she would 
do so and so ? Did you promise her 
a present for well doing ? " Yes/* 
Have you recollected it ? " No, it 
has gone from my mind," says the 
mother. If she does ill have yon 
promised her a chastisement? "Yes." 
Did you keep your word ? You have 
not, and the child forms the conclu- 
sion in its own mind directly that 
the mother tells that which is not 
true — she says she will do this or that, 
and she does not do it. It is an easy 
lesson for mothers to learn to pass 
their time with their children and 
never give them a false impression. 
Think before you speak; promise 
1 your children nothing. If you wish 
to make them presents, do so; if you 
promise a chastisement, keep your 
word, but be cautions ! Never give a 
! promise for good or for evil, but let 
the reward come in consequence of 
well doing, and chastisement in con- 
sequence of doing ill. L Silence is af , 
thousand times better than words, 
especially if those words are not in 
wisdom. But so great is the love of 
the mother for her offspring, so tender 
the feeling with which she regards it, 
that many cannot see wrong in the 
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acts of tbeir children ; and if they 
do, they will pass it without chas- 
tisement, even if chastisement has 
been promised. These are our tra- 
ditions, and bo great is their power 
that we are governed and controled 
by them continually. 

I sometimes bring np circum- 
stances to illustrate the traditions of 
the father?. We in this country are 
acquainted with a great many differ- 
ent classes of people, different sects 
and beliefs in religion, and with a 
great variety of beliefs in regard to 
morality. If a mother, for instance, 
permit her child to bring eggs into 
the house, when she does not own a 
fowl, she knows that they come from 
some other source. If her child pick 
Bp a knife that does not belong to 
her and bring it to the house, she 
cultivates dishonesty in the child ; 
and from such little circumstances, 
thousands of which occur, the 
principles of dishonesty grow and 
strengthen with the strength of the 
individuals until they become natural 
thieves. Perhaps tins term is too 
harsh, and should not be so applied ; 
it might be better to say that, through 
habit, such individuals become ac- 
customed to appropriate the property 
of others to their own use. 

I will tell a little circumstance that 
I was acquainted with ; I was not an 
eye-witness of it, but had it from one 
of my neighbors. A Methodist 
preacher, in company with a friend, 
was returning from a preaching tour, 
and while passing a plow lying by 
the side of a man's farm the com- 
panion of the priest had considerable 
difficulty to prevent him putting the 
plow into the wagon. Said the 
priest, " It will be lost, it ought to 
be taken care of ;" and he would have 
taken care uf it by taking it home, 
making use of it and wearing it out, 
without advertising it, and the owner 
of the plow would have had to buy 


another* That is appropriating other 
people's property to our o#n use. In 
this case the partner ofvthe priest 
forbid it. Said he, " Take| that and 
lay it by the fence; it belongs there; 
do not put it iu the wagon, 1 ' and the 
priest did so. You may aslf, 44 Was 
he a good man ?" Yes, as £ood as 
he knew how to be according to his 
traditions. f 

So many circumstances flood upon 
my mind with regard to these tradi- 
tions, that I hardly dare commence 
saying anything about them, that that 
I have seen and learned. One man 
brings up his child to strictly observe 
the letter of the law. The spirit and 
essence of his teaching to his child 
is, u You must not break the law, if 
yon do you will be chastened by the 
law ; hut at the same time/ 1 says the 
father, and he may be a deacon or a 

I priest, "if you can take advantage of 
the poor in their daily labor, in pur- 
chasing your neighbor's property 11 — 
for instance, perhaps he owns a small 
farm by the sido of him, who, through 
necessity, is obliged to sell, and if he 
can purchase it for one-half or one- 
third its value in cash he will do it, 

| because the law will not condemn 
such an act. This is tradition or 
the influence of it; but in the eyes 
of God he who thus takes advantage 
of his neighbor's necessities is as 
guilty as if he had robbed him. 

Do we know of any here who have 
been brought up to work on the first 
day of the week, and who would 

I like to do so now ? Yes, we have 
them. Can they refrain from doing 
something or other that is like labor 
on the Sabbath day ? It is almost 
impossible ; they must work on the 
Sabbath. There is a certain class of 
our Christians by whom ihe first day 
of the week must be devoted to labor, 
just to show to their fellow-Christians 
that they are not sectarian in their 
feelings. Say they, " One day to us 


u as good as anolLer. God is the 
author of all days ; all days are His, 
and to show to the Christian world 
that we are free from theu- narrow, 
illiberal views, we labor on the first 
day of the week." 

Another class of the religions world, 
equally conscientious with that to 
which I hare just referred, is as 
stringent in prohibiting all kinds of 
labor on ! hat day. Towards evening 
on the seventh day of the week the 
father cries to the children, " Your 
chores must be done by sunset;" and 
as soon as the rays of the glorious 
orb of day have disappeared, parents 
and children assemble, and chapter 
after chapter of the Bible is read, 
and comments are made thereon ; and 
there the children sit until bedtime, 
and on the first day of the week they 
repair to the Sunday school, or to 
the house of worship, and so spend 
the Sabbath, believing that it is 
wrong to walk out, to play, or even 
to lau^h; but when sunset comes 
again, away go the children to work, 
and the hurry of the world again 
begins. Do we see any such tradi- 
tions as these ? Yes* The traditions 
of another have been of such a nature, 
perhaps, that all labor must cease at 
twelve o'clock on Saturday night 
sure, and as soon as twelve o'clock 
on Sunday night comes we are at 
liberty to work again; and so we 
might go through the thousand tra- 
ditions, the effects of which we see 
manifested by our fellow creatures 
around us. 

I was traditionated to believe in 
God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost, and I believe 
it is a Bible doctrine, I do not think 
I am mistaken in my religious faith. 
My priest would pray, " Father of all 
mercies, God of all grace, make thou 
one in our midst ! Send thou the 
Holy Ghost upon us, upon our minds, 
that we may see! Reveal thyself 


unto us as thou dost not unto the 
world! Give unto us thy mind and 
thy will ! Give unto as the revela- 
tions of thy Son, and bestow upon us 
thy power and the influence thereof ;" 
and after making such a prayer the 
sermon that would be preached would 
deny every word of it. Ask the 
ministers of the Christian world if 
the Holy Ghost is given in this day t 
and they will tell you 44 no/' I have 
heard it preached hundreds and per- 
haps thousands of times. Ask them 
if God manifests Himself to the hu- 
man family in this our day, and you 
will be informed that "Ho does not; 
that the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament contain (he word of 
God, the plan of salvation, and all 
that is necessary to save the human 
family. God does not reveal Him* 
self; He does not come down to dwell 
with the children of men; the Son 
of God does not come to visit hia 
people; the Holy Ghost is not given 
ns in ancient times," Ask them if 
the gift of healing is with them, and 
the reply is, " No, it is dune away/' 
" Have you the gift of prophecy 
"No, it is done away." " Have you 
the gift of seeing spirits?" "No, it 
is done away ; all these gifts are done 
away and we want you to understand 
that we do not believe them." All 
this is in accordance with their tradi- 
tions, and it is taught to the children,, 
and they are confused in their under, 
standings. Well, the Latter-day 
Sainte* know better than to teach 
their children one thing at one time 
and another at another lime; they 
also kuow better than to teach their 
children principles and doctrines in 
theory which they deny in practice. 
The Latter-day Saints are not at 
liberty to do tins; we are not so 
called; we have not so received the 
Gospel ; but having received the 
truth in oui hearts, we should prao 
tice it in our live.-, and on this basis* 


i 


THR POWKE OP THADITION ON THB HUMAN MIND, 


247 


— the truth as it is in Jesus — should 
the traditions which we instil into 
the minds of our children be built. 

With regard to the faith that the 
Lord has revealed for the salvation of 
the human family , teach them princi- 
ples that are correct. Do not say, 
"Do not do this or that, child, the 
Lord sees you!" "Well, raa," says 
the child, " I heard the minister say 
to-day that the Lord ha* no eye, how 
can he see me ? How is this, ma ? I 
want to know ; is this true, or is it 
mot true? Yon say that the Lord 
looks upon my acts, and knows every- 
thing I do, and will jud^e me accord- 
ing to my acts; yet I heard the 
minister say to-day that the Lord 
has no body and no parts, that He 
has no ears, that He has no head, 
tli at He has no arms, that He has no 
feet, and so on. How is this, ma V 
And the child is confused in its mind 
and does not know what to believe ; 
it is lost in its thought. The same 
is true of grown people. The children 
know very little more than their 
parents, but they would if they were 
let alone. I will illustrate this by a 
simple fact, if 1 do not prove it. Yon 
go to the heathen nations, the abori- 
gines of our country, for instance. 
They believe nothing in religion as 
we suppose, yet their ideas of God 
and heaven are far above those enter- 
tained by professed Christians. They 
believe in a God who has body, parts 
and passions, possessed of principle 
and power; who can see, handle, 
walk, talk and communicate. This 
is their faith; whether it is through 
tradition I cannot say. If they have 
no traditions on these points they 
have certainly imoibed these ideas 
from some source, and whether natu- 
ral or by tradition it is immaterial to 
me. They are a people who know 
nothing of the Bible or of the Chris- 
tian religion, and still their ideas are 
more correct than many of oars. 


This will illustrate what I wished, to 
my own satisfaction. 

I say, with regard to traditioning 
children falsely, especially in religious 
matters, rather let them alone ; give 
a good common education, and no 
teachings whatever with regard to 
the Bible, and their own philosophy 
will teach them there is a Supreme 
Being, better than many who, though 
identified with Christian nations, have 
repudiated their religious notions. I 
mean the infidel world, and its mem- 
bers are very numerous. The philo- 
sophy of the chill, if untrammeled 
by false tradition, will teach bim, by 
what he sees every day, that there is 
a Supreme Being — a supreme princi- 
ple and power somewhere. It cannot 
think of anything but what is brought 
into existence in some way or other- 
Nothing is self* made or self-existent. 
This is the natural philosophy of the 
thinking child. As it grows up, the 
idea naturally suggests itself to its 
own mind, "I did not bring myself 
here; 1 have pnreuts, I understand 
this; this is on natural principles. I 
can, to some extent, understand the 
creations which are before and around 
Says the child, 44 1 can under- 


me. 


stand very readily that if we cast 
wheat into the ground when it is 
properly prepared, it produces wheat; 
if we cast com into properly prepared 
ground it will produce corn. Ho of 
rye, the various grass seeds, shrubs, 
plants and flowers — they all yield 
according to their kind/* This, the 
child naturally understands, ** but," 
he says, w where is the origin of my- 
self? I know not; yet it must be 
somewhere. The origin of life whe- 
ther human or interior, must be 
lodged in some character whom I 
have not seen ! Follow it back, no 
matter whether it be for six thousand 
years, six millions, six million mil- 
lions, or billions of years, the figures 
and numbers are immaterial, I must 
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have come from some source, my 
Datura! philosophy teaches me this." 
But, leaving the natural philosophy 
of the child free from false tradition, 
let us inquire. What does the plilo- 
sophy of the Christ ian sects, or many 
of them, not all, teach ? "God made 
the world in six duys, out of nothing!" 
This is very wrong; no child should 
be taught any such dogma. God 
never did make a world out of no- 
thing; He never will, He never 
can ! There is no such principle in 
existence. Worlds are made of crude 
element which floats, without bounds 
in the eternities — in the immensity 
of space ; an eternity of matter— no 
limits to it, in its natural crude state, 
and the power of the Almighty has 
this influence and wisdom — when He 
speaks He is obeyed, and matter 
comes together and is organized. We 
take the rock, and t lie lime from the | 
mountains and burn it and make 
mortar with lime and sand and Uy 
the foundation of houses, and rear 
the superstructure with bricks, stones, 
adobies or lumber. We briny these 
elements together and organize them 
according to our pleasure. We should 
teach our children that God has so 
organized the earth from the rude, 
rough native element It is true that 
some believe that it never was created ! 
Well, all right then! It is here 
anyhow ; they cannot dispute the 
fact that the earth is here, no matter 
how long it has stood ! 

This calls to my mind some circum* 
stances of our trip. We had Major 
Powell with us on some portions of 
our journey South. He is now pre- 
wiring to explore more of the Colo- 
Tad o. He was engaged in this under- 
taking last year; then he went on 
his own responsibility. This year he 
has received a little aid from Con- j 
gress. One evening while sitting by 
the camp fire, said I, "Major, how 
long will it take light to come from 
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the nearest fixed star to the earth ? 
Some of our astronomers say thiry 
thousand years/' Said he, " O dear ! 
thirty thousand years will not do it, 
it will take as many millions of years." 
Well, that opened up conversation, 
and I do not know but I might have 
indulged in a little of my boy ism. 
In our journey iligs we came to some 
petrified trees lying on the ground; 
they weie broken to pieces. Some 
had very tine quariz between the 
bark and wood, very finely formed, 
beautifully crystallized, perfect dia- 
mond shape* Said I, "Major, how 
came these here ?" Well, he did not 
know when they were brought, or 
how they had become petrified ; they 
had certainly, according to \vs opi- 
nion, come from some other country, 
for no such trees grow here now. In 
our travels we came to one place 
where there had been a slide of rocks, 
and there was a perfect bed of oyster 
shells iu the rock — perfect rock. 
Said I, " Major, how long has it taken 
for these shells to become petrified?" 
He philosophised a little upon it, 
when I said, " Look here, you and I 
both know that there are springs of 
water that will petrify things of this 
kind in a short time, and that petri- 
fied human bodies have been ex- 
humed which, it was known, had 
not been buried very many years, and 
how do you know that it has required 
a hundred and fifty million of years 
to bring about what we now behold ? 
It may only have required eighteen 
years!" I recollect a circumstance 
bearing on this question, which oc- 
curred in the State of Sew York, 
which I will relate. A certain lady 
had been laboring under disease, pain 
and sorrow for eighteen years, her 
sufferings and the nature and charac- 
ter of her affliction baffling the skill 
of the best physicians; after suffering 
for the space of time I have men- 
tioned she died, and, for the cause of 
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science, was opened by the surgeons, 
when a petrified child was taken from 
her. Tli at was near Utic^ in the 
State of New York. How long did 
it take to bring about this petrifac- 
tion? Certainly not millions of 
years as some of the philosophers 
talk about. All that can be said of. 
such things is that they are phe- 


nomena, or freaks of nature^ for which 
the knowledge and science of man 
cannot account. 

Since I parted company with Major 
Powell I have heard another story, 
which will furnish another problem 
for the geologists to solve* A short 
time since a piece of petrified bacon 
was found on the trail of Colonel 
Fremont, and there is no question but 
it was left where found by his party 
when exploring in the Rocky Moun- 
tains, It is petrified, having become 
perfect rock* We all know that it is 
not half a million years since Colonel 
Fremont and his party went through 
this region of country. Ik is impossi- 
ble for man to tell the cause of cer- 
tain freaks of nature unless it is re- 
vealed to him by divine wisdom, 
unless his eyes are open to understand 
the invisible things of God; for the 
ways ot God and His dealings are 
Tery different from the ways and 
dealings of the children of men. Yet 
there is nothing done only on the 
science of true philosophy if we did 
but understand the facts* If we can- 
not define the power by which these 
things are done it is not our preroga- 
tive to dispute the effects, for they 
are before us. These and kindred 
topics give rise to much speculation 
on the part of the scientific; hut it is 
for me to wait until their causes are 
made known from the proper source. 
It is very sure that there is no such 
thing in existence as a piece of wood 
being turned to stone without the 
action of elements upon it; and 
though we do not understand the 


combination, nature, and action of 
those elements, we can see their re- 
sults, 

A few words more with regaid to 
our traditions. We want ihe Latter- 
day Saints to believe and practice 
every correct principle with regard 
to their religion, also with regard to 
their moral lives. We know there 
are a great many who depend upon a 
moral life for future happiness and 
joy, believing that will prove satis- 
factory, I can tell you that I would 
rather have the practice of a good 
moral religion without any faith at 
all in a Supreme Being, than to have 
faith in a Supreme Being without 
any moral good action, and a life 
filled with vice, sin and iniquity. 
That is my choice. I will say that 
sin or evil is simply doing that which 
injures some thing or being. This 
is sin; but that that pro mutes life, 
happiness, peace, joy and the well- 
being of intelligence — no matter 
what the degree i> — 5 hat that pro- 
motes happiness, builds up, refines 
and makes better, is as good religion 
as we can ask for. This is the doc- 
trine of the Son of Gud ; but there 
are thousands of ihett little intricate 
questions or ideas connected with 
salvation which are mysteries to the 
human family, which it would take a 
lifetime to teach to them unless the 
revelations of God were given to open 
up their minds at once, that they 
might see things as they do exist, 

Let us train our minds, first to 
think aright, believe aright, that the 

I meditations of our hearts may be 
correct, for our actions will naturally 

- correspond with that that is in the 
heart. This, my brethren and sisters, 
is our duty. Train ourselves with 
regard to our faith. Believe the 
Scriptures as they are. I have met 
with a great many gentlemen who 
refer to the dead languages for the 

proper interpretation of the Scrip- 
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tnres, which, to my mind, is folly, 
and absurd in the extreme, If I 
were a divine* and had all the learn- 
ing which could be bestowed upon a 
mortal being, and considered that the 
Bible is translated incorrectly, I 
should hold myself accountable and 

fr 

responsible to give a correct transla- 
tion as quickly as time and opportu- 
nity would permit, that all people 
might know the truth. So I hold I 
every divine, and especially those 
who preach for hire and divine for 
money, for they have nothing else to 
do. I have to raise my own potatoes; 
b.»t vet t would find time to do this. 
I say it is an absurdity in the very 
nature of good sound argument and 
reason to refer to the dead languages 
for the true interpretation of the 
Scriptures* Take the Bible, then, as 
it is. If it is not translated correctly, 
wait until it is. It will do for us 
as it is, consequently we teach the 
principles it contains to each other 
and to our children, and endeavor to 
avoid giving them false ideas with 
regard to the faith of the Gospel that 
we believe in. 

We believe in our Father, and do 
not apply this term to a nonentity — 
to a fancied something that never 
existed; the application would not 
be correct. We do not so use language. 
We use this term to a being, and we 
claim this title as children. He is 
our Father; He is our God, the 
Father of our spirits; He is the 
Irani er of our bodies, and set the 
machine in successful operation to 
bring forth these tabernacles that I 
now lock upon in this buiiding, and 
alt that ever did or ever will live on 
the face of the whole earth. 

This is the doctrine taught by the 
ancients, hi ugh t by the prophets, 
taught by Jesus, taught by his Apos- 
tles, taught by Joseph Smith, taught 
by those who believe the same doc- 
trine that Joseph Smith believed in | 
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— the revelations that God has given 
in modern times, who believe in that 
Being after whose image and in whose 
likeness man was formed, framed 
and made, precisely like Him that 
made him. This is the doctrine. To 
believe that He lives; He is a Being 
of place, of habitation. He dwells 
at home ; His influence fills immensity 
to us ; His eye is upon all His works, 
and He sends forth His ministers to 
administer here and there according 
to His will and pleasure. He has 
given His sou, according to His good 
pleasure, to redeem the earth, and all 
1 intelligent beings thereon, and all 
inanimate matter, if there is any such 
thing; to redeem the whole earth 
and all pertaining to it, and it is His 
good pleasure to do it. The reasons 
why He did it are plain and obvious, 
though we may not say anything 
about them to-day ; yet there are 
reasons for all this, and that that we 
may call eternal philosophy, God's 
philosophy, the philosophy of angels 
— natuial philosophy, reasonable phi- 
losophy, that that commends itself to 
the human mind, to the intelligence 
that man possesses, will explain it. 
If men understood the religion that 
we believe in they would receive it; 
it naturally commends itself to the 
' conscience of every just and righteous 
person, and none such would refuse it 
if thev understood it, 

w 

Well, then, we ought, in the first 
place, to train ourselves to believe 
correctly, to think correctly, and to * 
practice correctly, and instil correct 
principles into the minds of the rising 
generation, so that when they are 
old they will not depart from them. 
This is the idea, and not bring up 
the children as we bring them up. 
>fou recollect the wise man said, 
"Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it." That is, 
teach them correct principles. If we 
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do that, they will understand the j 
principles by which God lives and 
acts, and has brought forth the earth 
and the intelligence it contains; the, 
intelligence he has entrusted to man 
in giving him eyes to see and ears 
to hear — properties that are worthy 
the attention of a God — that will 
enable iJuu to contrast and know, 
from reason and from self experience, 
the good from the evil I say if we 
tram our children so as to place them 
in poisession of these principles we 
shall train them in the way they 
should go, and the saying of the wise 
man will he verified — they frill not 
depart from it. 

In teaching false doctrine there 
always will be mure or less of truth 
mixed with it ; there alwnys has been 
where anything of importance has 
been taught The enemy, the ser- 
pent, who beguiled our first mother, 
told some truth. Said lie, " If you 
take thin and eat. thereof, your eyes 
will be opened and you will see as the 
Gods see/' This was true, but when 
lie told her that she would not suffer 
death as the consequence of so doing, 
he lied — told that that was not true- 
He mixed some truth with the error 
he taught; her eyes were opened, or 
how could she have seen ? ; 

If I were to preach Lo this congre- 
gation, who have been brought up in 
countries where there is no fruit 
raised, and I was to teach them that 
there is such fruit as oranges, if you 
had not seen, or tasted them how 
could yon know whether I told the 
truih or not? If I were to say to 
this congregation there is such a 
frui: as a sweet apple, but you had 
never seen nor tasted nor nad any 
knowledge of it, how could you tell 
whether i told the truth or not? Bat 
having: tasted the bitter and the 
sweet; having enjoyed ease and suf- 
fered pain ; having seen the light and 
endiucd the darkness, yon know that 


which is good and that which is evil. 
Without this experience how could 
we know it ? Consequently God has 
committed to the children of men this 
knowledge, and He has made it plain 
and reasonable before them, that they 
should know as well as the Gods, ttmfc 
they might choose the good and re- 
fuse the evil, 80 it is, and so we 
should be taught. 

And then, with regard to the reli- 
gion of God, of His Son Jesus Christ, 
of the holy angels and of the prophets 
And Apostles, from first to last, it can 
never injure any soul who will receive 
it. If men would observe that, they ' 
wonld never go to war with each 
other, they would never destroy a 
good work that others have performed. 
It is an evil principle which intro- 
duces destruction, wickedness and 
confusion into any community what- 
soever. A good principle — that which 
is of God, ornaments, builds up, 
gathers the elements, bean tides the 
earth and makes it like the garden 
of Eden ; it improves the hearts of 
the people, teaches children right 
doctrine, correct principle, to which 
they will adhere through life. Through 
imbibing false ideas, principles and 
teachings, children become as the old 
Indian said. The missionary had been 
trying to instruct hirn in the saying, 
" Bring up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it;" but the old 
Indian gave it a little different inter- 
pretation. Said he, u Bring up a 
child and away he goes." So it is 
now — we bring up children and away 
they go. Look at our young, middle 
aged and old men ! Look at the 
community that we have in our coun- 
try and in other countries! Yoa 
take the sons of those flaming divines I 
If you want to find the most polished, 
complete and peifect outlaws that can 
be found, you hunt up the son of 
some priest who has received & 
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liberal education; after having been 
taught the highest branches of educa- 
tion, away he goes. At least the 
con of such a man is just as apt to 
do so as the son of the lawyer, farmer, 
mechanic, judge or statesman. This 
ii for the lack of correct tradition, 
and this shows the force of early 
training and of the traditions imbibed 
in childhood. The power of it upon 
myself is perfectly astonishing to me; 
with all that I have learned from, the 
Scriptures and from the revelations 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the tradi- 
tions of rny earliest recollection are 
so forcible upon me that it seems im- 
possible for me to get rid of them* 
And so it is with others ; hence the 
necessity of correct training in child- 
hood. 

Teach your children honesty and 
uprightness, and leach them also 
never to injure others. As I say to 
my sisters sometimes, <c Look here, 
my dear sister, if your child quarrels 
with your neighbor's child, do not 
chasten your neighbor's child. Go 
and make peace, be a peace-maker. 
Teach your child never to do a wrong ; 
and if your neighbor's child has in- 
jured you or yours, or taken anything 
from you, never, mind. You stop 
until you find out Perhaps the 
child has meant no wrong. You 
should learn the facts in the case, and 
go with a meek, humble, quiet spirit, 
and peaco will result." * How many 
neighbors become enemies to each 
other in consequence of contention 
with children! Woman will con- 
tend with woman, " Your child in- 
jured my child," and so on. Why 
if you understood and would practice 
the true doctrine, you would not 
mind tliis; you would say, 11 It is 
the act of a child and not of a ma- 
tured mind ; it is only tho work of 
children/' Perhaps it may have done 
jBOme mischief ; and if so, reason with 
it, and teach it never to do anything 


d:scoubses. 

wrong among its plaj- fellows, but to 
promote good feelings continually. 
You will see occasionally a child that 
is ready to give up everything rather 
than have contention; and why not 
have it so with all. It might be go, 
just as easy as it is otherwise. Let 
mothers be possessed of a meek, hum- 
ble, quiet spirit in child-bearing, and 
when their children come forth into 
the world ami commence on this stage 
of action, teach them correct princi- 
ples, and by imbibing them they will 
be enabled to lead lives of purity, joy, 
peace and tranquility that surpasses 
all understanding. So let our tradi- 
tions be, and never do or say a 
wrong thing. Never do or say that 
which we shall regret. Watch your- 
selves day by day, hour by hour and 
minute by minute. Keep a guard 
over youi selves so that you will never 
do or say anything that you will re- 
gret hereafter, and your lives will be 
filled with usefulness, and you will 
increase your own peace and promote 
it among your neighbors, and this will 
insure a great degree of salvation 
here, and prepare for a higher degree 
hereafter. The principles of life and 
salvation are the greatest blessings 
which can be bestowed upun us here 
Qn this earth. The greatest gift God 
can give to His children is eternal 
life, Wc have its principles in our 
possession. We know how to teach 
and to live them, and how to practice 
them so as to enjoy their benefits. 
This is what pives peace and joy to 
the heart. Who else that live on the 
earth could endure as the Latter-day 
Saints have endured, if they did not 
enjoy the Spirit of the Lord ? If they 
had not the spirit of peace and union 
and of love to God and to one another 
and the whole human family ? Let 
our tiaditions and practices be such 
that we can say, to the whole world, 
in the words of the Apostle, u Follow 
us, as we follow Christ " 
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This is the doctrine. In our scanty, 
hasty reflections to the Latter-day 
Saints we say, live your religion ! If 
you do, yon will do no evil to any 
person on the face of the earth. I 
sometimes ask myself the question, 
"Do people understand what we 
teach, believe and practice?" They 
cannot see and understand as we see 
and understand ; they cannot believe 
as we believe, if they did they would 
never do as they do — that is our 
enemies, 

I have occupied all the time I 
should this morning. This is only a 


little. God bless you. Peace be 
with you. Bo right. Love God and 
keep His commandments, and, in the 
words of the Scripture, " Eschew 
evil !" Have nothing: to do with it. 
Let us seek continually to do good 
to ourselves and each other, that 
when we sleep in our mother dust, 
when these tabernacles take tfyat 
happy nap in the bosom of our 
mother earth, our spirits may be pre- 
pared for higher society than we en- 
joy here. This is my desire and 
prayer for the good all the day long, 
God bless yoi^ Amen. 
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I am very much pleased in having 
an opportunity to make a tew re- 
marks to this Conference. The sub- 
jects that have been presented to our 
consideration are fraught with many 
very interesting reflections. Every 
privilege that is afforded us of meet- 
ing together in the capacity of a 
Conference, and taking a retrospec- 
tive view of the past, gives us a 
chance to behold the great and niar^ 
vellous success that has hitherto at- 
tended our labors, as the servants of 
God, in this great and glorious work 
of the redemption of Israel and the 
gathering of the Latter-day Saints 
from the four quarters of the world, 
to establish the kingdom of God on 
the earth in the last days. 

There are many peculiarities that 


distinguish the order of things per- 
taining to the work of God in which 
we are engaged, from the different 
systems of religion that are to be met 
with in Christendom and through- 
out the various parts of the world. 
What we do we perform in' the name 
of the Lord God of Israel, and art 
willing to acknowledge the hand of 
the Almighty in everything we do. 
When Moses stood forth as the de- 
liverer of the children of Israel from 
their Egyptian bondage, he did not 
present himself in the manner of a 
common deliverer, bat he went in the 
name of the Lord God of Israel, hav- 
ing been commanded* to accomplish 
their redemption by the power and 
authority which he received from 
God. And from the moment that h<* 
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appeared before them in this capacity, 
until he had accomplished his work, 
he acted in mid through the name of 
the Lord, and not by his own wisdom 
or ingenuity, nor because he possessed 
superior intelligence to the rest of 
mail kind. The Lord appeared to him 
ia the burning bush, and commanded 
him to go forth and accomplish a 
certain work, which concerned the 
peace, happiness and salvation of a 
great people; and ita success and pros- 
perity depended upon the carrying 
out of the order of things revealed 
to him by the God of heaven. His 
success and prosperity were made 
perfectly sure from the fact that the 
work to which he was assigned was 
not a tiling of his own invention, 
but it emanated from Jehovah. 

A great deal of speculation might 
have been entertained by some in 
reference to his mode of procedure* 
There might have been some things in 
the working of the system he intro- 
duced that were very disagreeable to 
certain parties whom they concerned 
— to the government of Egypt and 
King Pharaoh, for instance ; but that 
was a matter of very small considera- 
tion with him and with the people 
whom he had occasion to deliver 
from bondage. 

It is so in reference to ourselves. 
The great work now being accom- 
plished — the gathering of the people 
from the nations of the earth, had not 
its origin in I lie mind of any man or 
any set of men, but it emanated from 
the Lord Almighty. Joseph Smith 
received a revelation a ad command- 
ment from the Lord, to go forth and 
preach the Gospel of salvation to the 
nations of the earth, w ith power and 
authority to baptize those who would 
repent of their sins ard be Immersed 
in water for the rt mission of ihcra; 
he was also commanded to preach the 
gathering to them, that a people 
might be drawn together who wonld 


l e willing to hearken to the voice of 
the Loixl and keep His laws, that a 
righteous seed might thereby be pre- 
served when the great day of His 
wrath should come. This Gospel 
was preached, and thousands of Saints 
have been gathered from almost all 
parts of the globe, who are now 
scattered throughout the length and 
breadth of this Territory, making 
farms, building houses, planting or- 
chards and reclaiming the soil; co- 
aling villages, towns and cities where 
nothing hut wild beasts and savages 
u^ed to roam, and causing the desert 
to blossom as the rose. Yet all this 
has not been accomplished by human 
wisdom, although th enemies of the 
Saints would try to make the world 
believe so: it has been clone by the 
wisdom and power of Almighty God, 
whose outstretched arm has been 
over His Saints, preserving them 
from evil of every kind. 

Jesus, while travelling one on 
earth, fulfilling his mission, told the 
people he did not perform the miracles 
he wrought in then midst by his own 
power, nor by his own wisdom ; but 
he was there in older to accomplish 
the will of his Father. 13 e came not 
to seek the glory oT men, and (he 
honor of men ; but to seek the honor 
and glorv of his Father that sent 
him. Said he, " I am come in my 
Father's name, and ye icceive me 
not, if another shall come in his own 
name, him ye will receive," 

Now, the peculiarity of his mis- 
sion, and that which distinguished it 
from other missions, was this : he 
came not to seek the glory and honor 
of men, but to seek the honor and 
glory of his Father, and to accom- 
plish the work of his Father who 
sent him. Herein lay the secret of 
his prospeiity ; and herein lies the 
secret of the prosperity of every 
individual who works upon the same 
principle. 
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There are many things that are 
admirable in what is called by our 
neighbors " Mo r monism." Great men 
admire the effects that are produced 
by its operations, or the work of 
preaching the Gospel, gathering the 
people from the nations of the earth 
and settling them in this Territory, 
in establishing towns, villages and 
settlements, in gathering the poor 
from their indigent circumstances, j 
from their conditions of poverty and 
distress, and placing them in a posi- 1 
tion where they can sustain them- 
selves and have an opportunity of 
educating their children and gather- 
ing around them the necessaries, 
comforts and conveniences of life* 

People admire the prosperity of 
the Latter-day Saints, they admire 
the wisdom that is manifest in the , 
perfect organization observable in 
their cities, towns and settlements, 
and the unity existing amongst them. 
They are struck with the peace and 
good order that reign in out* midst, 
which are not found, to the same ex- 
tent, in any of the cities of the 
United States or Europe, One hnn- j 
dred and fifty thousand people, who 
have been gathered from the poorest 
classes of persons and brought from 
the various nations and established 
in prosperous and happy circum- 
stances, are admired by every one* 
But all this is being done in the i 
name of the Lord, and professedly 
tli rough the command meats of the 
Almighty j and herein lies the diffi- | 
cully. Our acknowledgement of the 
hand of God in what we do is some- 
thing they do not approve of. If we 
gathered the people from the various 
nations, built cities, towns and vil- , 
lages in our own name, and in our 
own strength and wisdom, and gave ' 
ourselves the honor and glory, we 
should be a very admirable people 
indeed, and everybody would admire 
the " Mormons/' and would be , 


pleased with our operations; and as 
far as the influence of politicians and 
members of Congress is concerned, it 
would be employed in obtaining our 
admission into the Union as a State. 

It may be considered by some as 
unfortunate that we have a principle 
in the operations of " Mormon ism" 
so disagreeable and annoying; but 
we cannot help it r his work is 
not one of our own getting up, and 
we have not the responsibility of it* 
success resting upon us, Jesus says 
himself that he would have beeu re- 
ceived by the people if he had .sought 
the honor of men. If be had not 
come in the name of his Father, but 
simply in his own, the people would 
have received him, honored him and 
made him King of the Jews; and all 
would hav£ been agreeable, pleased 
and satisfied. 

It was said by the Prophet that 
Israel should be scattered, that they 
should be sifted among the nations, 
and in the latter days they should 
bo gathered out, two from a city and 
one from a family, and there should 
be a time when the people would be 
gathered from the nations when it 
should be said to them, " Come out 
of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues/' 

Joseph Smith received a command* 
ment of the Almighty similar to that 
which Moses received to deliver the 
children of Israel from Egyptian 
bondage. The command to the 
Prophet Joseph was to go forth ana 
declare the Gospel to the children of 
men, to gather them from the nations 
of the earth and place them in a 
land of peace and plenty, where they 
could plant and reap the fruit thereof. 
In many instances the people who 
received this Gospel were in a far 
worse condition than the children of 
Israel, when found by Moses in their 
bondage* 
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There Die hundreds of Elders here I 
who have travelled through England, 



Scotland, Wales, Germany, Switzer- 
land, Norway and elsewhere, wMV 
know very well that the people were 
found in most of those lands in cir- 
cumstances of slavery — bondage far 
worse than tke " blacks" in the South 
previous to their liberation. There 
was nothing before the people but 
the prospect of starvation; and they 
were subject to the will and caprice 
of their masters, and dependent upon 
them for their labor and daily bread ; 
and when work was dull, they had 
before them nothing but the prospect 
of being turned from their employ- 
ment and to have their only source 
of obtaining food for themselves and 
families entirely cut off. They did 
not own a foot of land, a plough, an 
ox, a wagon, a cow, a mule, a horse, 
in fact, nothing they saw around them 
could they call their own. They 
were, in short, entirely dependent 
upon the will and disposition of their 
employers for what they wan led, and 
had to look to them for their only 
means of gaining a living. Thousands 
upon thousands of these people are 
now located in various parts of this 
Territory, in a far more prosperous 
and independent condition than that 
in which they lived while abroad 
among the nations. Many of them 
are comparatively rich in this world's 
goods* The command of the Al- 
mighty to this people is to come out 
of Babylon to a land where his 
Saints may gather around them such 
things as are necessary to the well* 
being of his children. This is a 
greater work than that performed by 
Moses, of redeeming the children of 
Israel from Egyptian bondage; yet 
it is done on the «ame principle. The 
voice of God to Moses was to deliver 
His people from their bondage and 
be would be with him and assist him. 
The command is now for the people 


to be delivered from their bondage, 
poverty and distress, and come to 
these valleys of the mountains, where 
they can sustain themselves. 

There are many philanthropists 
who admire the works that have been 
accomplished in this respect. They 
say, "The * Mormons* have done a 
great deal more than any religioui 
society ever did or even expected to 
do. They have increased the popu- 
lation of the nation and have ex- 
tended their cities to the east, to the 
west, to the north and to the south/* 
But it has been done by the com- 
mand of the Almighty, and that is 
where the trouble lies. As for poly- 
gamy, our enemies would not be so 
wrath about our practising it, so long 
as we did not do so in the name of 
the Lord. But as these things are 
done in His name, they are ob- 
noxious in the eyes of the world. 
The same state of feeling existed in 
the days of Moses, the same in the 
days when Jesus appeared among the 
Jews. Had Moses presented himself 
in the same w ay as Washington op 
William Tell, the deliverer of the 
people of Switzerland from the yote 
of bondage nnder which they labored, 
or as Wallace, the hero of Scotland 
— had he, I say, appeared in his own 
name, and presented himself before 
the people as a person of superior 
powers and ability, and [not] claimed 
power greater than that he possessed 
as a man, all would have been welL 
But when he went before them in 
the name of the Lord Almighty, he 
experienced some difficulty in per- 
forming the w T ork which had been 
assigned him, 

We know well we differ very much 
in our religious concerns from the 
various denominations existing in the 
world. An Elder goes in the name 
of the Lord ; he crosses the ocean, 
calls into \ an individual's bouse and 
says, " I am a missionary j I have 
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come aom America to preach the 
Gospel/ 1 It is not a very unusual 
thing Tor persons to cross the ocean 
as missionaries and go to Europe, 
This is all very natural ; but when 
an Elder goes and says he comes in 
the name of the Lord to deliver 
then i from their circumstances ot 
poverty and distress, and to call upon 
them to repent of their sins and be 
immersed in water for the remission 
of them, promising them the Gift of 
the H nly Ghost, he creates a distinc- 
tion between his mission and that of 
the various systems introduced by 
the different sects of the day. Says 
he, " 1 come to tell you that the time 
for ihe fulfilment of the predictions 
of the Prophets l^as arrived. The 
Lord wants His people gather ci from 
Babylon unto the place where there 
shall be deliverance/' There is de- 
liverance. There is something that 
can be realized and experienced, that 
can be seen and felt and known. 
There is the promise that, if any 
man will do the will of God, lie shall 
knmv fur himself that the doeL'ins 
we teach is true- There is r.o chance 
of imposition. There it an oppor- 
tunity to know whether the message 
of this Elder is true or false. 

If a sectarian minister had gone 
to the children of Israel and discovered 
them in the same condition iu which 
Hoses found them, his message would 
bare been entirely different from 
that of Moses, as would aho his con- 
versation and address* Moses said 
to them, " In the name of the Al- 
mighty, having received authority 
from God, I come to deliver you from 
bondage and to give you a national 
existence; to take you to a land that 
the Lord God has commanded you to 
go to, and which He has promised 
yon shall receive/' Had a sectarian 
minister gone under similar circum- 
stances, his ideas and manner would 
have been entirely different Says 
No. 17, 
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he, " 1 have come to beseech you who 
are now subject to your masters' will 
and have to recline upon straw, to 
be patient and lung-suffer lug. Ser- 
vants, be obedient to your masters 
and wait upon the providence of the 
Lord, Dear up, and be kind," and 
so on. Anything in regard to de- 
livering them from their baud age 
under which they are suffering V No, 
nothing of the kind. 

It is the same when a sectarian 
minister goes to England. He knocks 
at a man's door and says, t; I am a 
missionary from America/' Well, 
the man on whom he calls is in dis- 
tress. Says he, " L am sorry I can- 
not take vou in ; but I am in distress. 
It is mesvhtime, but, my family has 
nothing to eat. I am out of employ- 
ment and have nothing to live upon. 
L wish I could relieve your wgnts, 
lut f have nothing with which to 
assist you/' Oh, says the minister, 
you must wait upon Providence, you 
must have a great- deal of patience 
and long-suffering. I am come to 
preach tn you the Gospel, and you 
must pray and keep praying until 
you ihink you have got a pardon of 
your sins; but still remain wheie 
you are. No redemption ! 

Well, now, that is different from 
the " Mormon" Elder's maimer. He 
presents himself in something like 
this way: "I have come in the name 
of the Almighty, in obedience to a 
call from God, to deliver you from 
your present circumstances. Itepent 
of your sins and he baptized, and the 
Holy Ghost shall rest upon you, and 
you shall know that 1 have theantho- 
tity to administer the ordinances of 
the Gospel by the power of the Al- 
mighty and the revelations of God, 
Gather out from this nation, for it is 
ripening in iniquity, there is no salva- 
tion here. Flee to a place of safety/' 
And as the messenger who went to 
Sodom said to the family whom he 
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found there, so says the Elder of 
Israel, telling them, as Moses did the 
children of Inrael, to go to the land 
that the Lord God has appointed for 
the gathering of His people. 

There is a great diiference between 
the operation* of the Latter-day Saints 
and those of the Christian world. 
With ui there is no deception; nor 
indeed is there any chance for any. 
People gather here in thousands on 
the principle that the Lord God has 
revealed, and they have an opportu- 
nity of knowing that the Almighty 
has spoken from the heavens. They 
are not left to the mere statement of 
any one, 

Jesus says that if any man will do 
the will of God, he shall know His 
doctrine. If he will repent of his 
sins and be immersed in water, by 
the laying on of the hands of those 
having authority, the gift of the 
Holy Ghost shall be given to him, 
and he shall receive knowledge from 
God in regard to the divine authen- 
ticity of these ordinances. People 
are not left in the dark, they have a 
chance to know for themselves. They 
get this intelligence and know what 
they are doing. 

Will we do these things in the 
name of the Lord God that sent us ? 
This work is the Almighty's, and it 
is His business to sustain and support 
it. If, in keeping the laws of God, 
we do things that are not quite so 
pleasant to the people around us 
or the Government under which we 
dwell, we cannot help it We cannot 
act save we do so in the name of the 
Lord. When Nebuchadnezzar esta- 
blished a certain edict, and that edict 
was contrary to the revelations of 
the Almighty, it was disagreeable to 
many persons whom it concerned. 
There were three men, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, who received 
a command from the Almighty that 
they should not worship any other 
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God than the Lord God of Israel, 
that they should worship no images. 
But King Nebuchadnezzar set up an 
image and commanded that every 
nation, kindred and tongue, over 
whom he reigned, should bow down 
and worship it, when they heard the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sack- 
but, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds 
of music. 

It so happened that the Kings 
edict concerned, among others, the 
three men who had received the re- 
velation from the Lord that they 
should not worship any image. They 
were in a rather awkward fix. Either 
they must set aside the command of 
Jehovah to worship no God but Him, 
or, on the other hand, disobey the 
mandate of the King. They knew 
if they refused to comply with the 
wishes of so mighty a man as Nebu- 
chadnezzar, their lives would not be 
of much value, unless they were pre- 
served by the hand of the God of 
Israel, But they feared not the King 
and trusted in the arm of Jehovah to 
shield them from evil. Accordingly, 
when the signal was given for the 
people to fall down and worship the 
image, these three men refused to do 
so; and being observed, they were 
taken before the King, who was 
greatly enraged at the idea that there 
could be found any one in all his 
dominions so fearless as to ref use to 
comply with his wishes. When thej 
appeared before him he looked at 
them in a fierce and savage manner 
and said, " Is it true, O Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye 
serve my gods, nor worship the 
golden image which I have set up ? 
Now if ye be ready that at what 
time ye hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery and dul- 
cimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall 
down and worship the image which 
I have made, well ; but if ye worship 
not, ye shall be cast the same hour 
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into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace; and who is that God that 
shall deliver you oat of my hands ?" 

I often admire the answer of those 
men, placed as they were in such a 
perplexing position, A person might 
lie brought before the Emperor of 
France or Russia and get along very 
wtll; but it was something awful to 
come in collision with a man like 
Nebuchadnezzar, whose will was as 
the word of the Almighty, and had 
never been disobeyed. When the 
King had done speaking, they an* 
swered, " O Nebuchadnezzar, we are 
not careful to answer thee in this 
matfer. If it be so, our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and He 
will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
King. But if not, be it known unto 
thee, King, that we will not serve 
thy gotla, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up." Upon 
hearing this, the King was extremely 
angry, and caused the furnace to be 
heated seven times hotter than usual, 
at the same time commanding the 
most mighty men of his army to 
hind them and thrust them into the 
furnace. After a while, however, he 
discovered he had made a grand mis- 
take. He had been deceived, and 
hastily c dling his counselors together, 
he demanded of them whether only 
three men were cast into the furnace* 
They answered, yea '* Well," said 
he, "I see four there; and one of 
them is like the Son of God," He 
then sent forth another edict, that all 
those who refused to worship the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abedncgo, should be cat in pieces 
and their houses should be made into 
dunghills. 

Now, Nebuchadnezzar was honest, 
but through ignorance he was led to 
act in this way. 


It would be very agreeable and 
pleasant when we carry the words of 
life and salvation to the various na- 
tions, if every part and operation of 
the work of God should be in perfect 
harmony with the feelings of the 
people to whom it is preached ; if it 
is not so, we cannot help it. We 
know this, that the Almighty has 
given us power and authority to go 
forth and gather the people from the 
nations of the earth and establish 
them in the land of Zion* But strip 
from this operation the supernatural 
part, and the people of the world, 
members of Congress included, would 
be pleased; and the Vice-President 
would be proud of us. They would 
say we were very patriotic* But 
they do not like oar doing these 
things in the name of the Lord our 
God. They are afraid that in getting 
power and influence, and uniting our 
interests as one great people, we will 

1 do something by and by. 

Let as continue, brethren and sis- 
ters, to work in the name of the 
Lord our God; gathering wisdom 
and intelligence day by day, that 
every circumstance which transpires 
may minister to ' our good and in- 
crease our faith and intelligence. If 
we continue to work righteousness, 
being faithful to each other and to 
God, no power will be able to over- 
throw us, and as brother Hyde re- 
marked, for every stumbling block 
that our enemies place in our way, to 
hinder and prevent the work of God 
from moving forward, two will he 

1 placed in the paths of those who put 
one in ours. If we are faithful and 
keep the commandments of God, 
His works will continue to prosper 
until the prophecies are fulfilled, and 
we become a great, a glorious and 
a mighty people* God blesi you. 

I Amen, 
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIG H All YOTJXG, 

Delivered in thb Niiw Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Oct. 6, 1870. 

(Reported by David IF. Evans.) 

MEETING IN CONFERENCE. 


As we hftTe met in the capacity of 
a General Conference, we shall ex- 
pect to hear instructions from the 
Elders pertaining to the building up 
of the kingdom of God on the earth. 
Tina is our calling, this is the labor 
devolving upon us, and it should 
occupy our attention day by day 
from morning until evening and from 
week to week ; in fact, we have no 
other calling or business, and if we 
are humble and faithful, GoJ will 
strengthen us and increase our ability 
and give us power sufficient to ac- 
complish the tasks devolving upon 
us in the performance of His work. 

The oracles of truth are delivered; 
men have been called and ordained ; 
the gifts and graces of the Gospel are 
restored; the kingdom is organized ; 
it is committed to the servants of the 
Lord, and if we are faithful we shall 
bear it off; we will establish it and 
make it firm in the earth, no more to 
be interrupted or removed, anil the 
teachings that we shall heat will be 
pertaining to our spiritual and tem- 
poral labors in this kingdom. With 
God, and also with those who under- 
stand the principles of life and salva- 
tion, the Priesthood, the oracles of 
truth and the gifts and callings of 
God to the children of men, there is 
no difference in spiritual and temporal 
labors — all are one. If I am in the 
line of my duty, I am doing the will 
of God, whether I am preaching, 
praying, laboring with my hands for 
an honorable support; whether I am 


in the field, mechanic's shop, or fol- 
, lowing mercantile business, or wher- 
ever duty calls, I am serving God as 
much in one place as another ; and 
so it is with all, each in his place, 
turn and time. Consequently our 
teachings during Conference will be 
to instruct the people how to live and 
order their lives before the Lord and 
each other; how to accomplish the 
work devolving upon them in build- 
ing up Zion on the earth, To ac- 
complish this will require steady 
faith and firm determination, and we 
come together in this capacity that 
onr faith and determination may be 
increased and strengthened. When 
we have spent three, four or five days 
together in giving instruction, we 
shall only just have commenced to 
instruct the people; and when we 
have spent a lifetime in learning and 
dispensing what we do learn to our 
fellow beings, we have only com. 
menced in the career of intelligence. 
Our faith and prayers, the ordinances 
that we attend to, our. assembling 
ourselves together, onr dispersing 
after attending to the business of life, 
in our schools, all our educational 
pursuits are in the service of God, 
for all these labors are to establish 
truth on the earth, and that we may 
increase in knowledge, wisdom, un- 
derstanding in the power of faith 
and in the wisdom of God, that we 
may become fit subjects to dwell in 
a higher state of existence and in- 
telligence than we now enjoy * We 


TEXTS FOR PBEACfilNG T3FON AT CONFERENCE, ETC 


261 


can attain to this only by adding 
faith to faith, knowledge to know- 
ledge, temperance to temperance, 
patience to patience, and godliness to 
godliness, and so increasing in the 
principles of happiness and salvation. 

We shall c*ll upon the Elders to 
speak to the congregation as they 
assemble here from day to day, and 
I hope and trust that the brethren 
and sisters will treasure up in their 
hearts tlie instructions that they re- 
ceive, and that they will cany them 
out in their lives. This Sunday re- 
ligion that a great many of our 
Christian brethren believe in and 
practice, when their everyday life is 
spent in selfishness and for self- 
aggrandizement, will not do for the 
Latter-day Saints ; with us Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Fri- 
day and Saturday must be spent to 
the glory of God, an much as Sun- 
day, or we shall come short of the 
object of our pursuit Consequently 
we must pay attention to the things 
that wo hear, and to the principles 
of the religion that we have em- 
braced in our faith, and seek diligently 
to break up the prejudices and pre- 
possessed notions and feelings that 


have woven themselves around ns 
through the traditions of the fathers, 
and endeavor to know and understand 
as God knows, that we may do His 
will Our traditions are so firmly 
fixed In our feelings that it is almost 
impossible to riie above, over-ride, or 
get rid of them ; they cling to us 
like the affection* of tender friends. 
But we must learn to know the will 
of God and do it, and let our tradi- 
tions go, then we shall be blessed. 

There are many things that we 
should understand with regard to 
ourselves and our children ; and when 
the mind opens upon the vision of 
life by the spirit of revelation, there 
is not a person but what can see the 
eternity of teaching yet to be im- 
parted to the Saints. 

I trust that we shall be edified and 
rejoica together, and shall return 
from this place strengthened and 
confirmed in our faith and hopes, 
feeling that steadiness of nerve, by 
the spirit of revelation, that we shall 
not be wafted to and fro, imagining 
a thousand thinge incorrect, and pass 
by those doctrines and truth a that 
are calculated to exalt the human 
family. 


REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BBIGHAM YOUNG, 

DELIVERED IK THB TaBERNACLB, SALT IiAKB ClTT, OCTOBER 6, 1870* 

(Reported by David W. Evans.) 

TEXTS FOR PREACHING UPON AT CONFERENCE — REVELATIONS — DECEIT- 
FULNESS OF RICHES— ONE-MAN POWER— SPIRITUALISM. 


I have a request to make of the 
door-keepera and of thosa brethren 
who seat the congregation, as also of 


our sisters, some of whom, T see, are 
occupying a few of the &eata that we 
usually reserva for strangers . We 
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should be very much pleased if the 
sisters would fill up other parts of 
the house first, and we would like 
tho brethren who seat the congrega- 
tion, to see that the seats generally 
occupied by strangers are held in 
reserve to-day until the meeting 
commences ; then, if those for whom 
the j are reserved do not come to fill 
them, tiny may be used by the sis- 
ters, I hope this will be recollected 
arid observed. 

As our brethren of the Twelve will 
address us during the Conference, I 
feel like giving them a few texts to 
preach upon if they choose to du so, 
1 should have no objection to hear 
them discourse upon union of action, 
or concentration of faith and action, 
or, as some call it, co-operation. That 
is one item. I would also like to 
bear them give instruction with re- 
gard to our traditions; instruction 
on this subject is necessary all the 
time. We must overcome them and 
adopt ihe rules laid down in revela- 
tion for the guidance of man's life 
here on the earth. If any of our 
brethren feel to speak upon this sub- 
ject we should be very pleased to 
hear them ; if they are not disposed 
to preach to the text, they may 
preach from it, as most ministers do. 
I have heard very few ministers 
preach to their texts, they generally 
preach from them. 

The education of our children is 
worthy of our attention, and the in- 
struction of the Elders from tins 
stand. It is a subject that should be 
thoroughly impressed upon t he minds 
of parents and the rising generation; 
and those who wish to preach from 
this text may do so. And if they do 
not feel to preach to the text, they 
may preach from it. 

The subject of the building of the 
Temple is a very good one for occu- 
pying a portion of the time. The 
ordinances of the House of God are 


for the salvation of the human family. 
We are the only ones on the earth at 
the present time, that we have any 
knowledge of, who hold the keys of 
salvation committed to the childrea 
of men from the heavens by the 
Lord Almighty; and inasmuch as 
there are those who hold these keys, 
it is important that they should be 
acted upon for the salvation of the 
human family. The building of 
Temples, places in which the ordi- 
nances of salvation are administered, 
is necessary to carry out the plan of 
redemption, and it is a glorious sub- 
ject upon which to address the Saints. 

The gathering of the House of Is- 
rael is another text upon which fhe 
brethren might address the Saints 
with profit. We are in the midst of 
Israel ; they are also scattered among 
the nations of the earth. They are 
mixed with nil nations, especially the 
tribe of Ephraim. These are to be 
gathered out. We have Israel in 
our midst; we live upon their land; 
we have communion with them and 
we are under the necessity of feeding 
and clothing them to a certain extent, 
and to preserve peace with them at 
present, until they come to a know- 
ledge of the truth, I mean the jua~ 
manites, the aborigines of our countrjf. 
They are of the House of Israel. 

Xot least i or last, but one suhject 
that I would a$ soon hear treated upon 
in this house as in any other place, is 
the union of the sexes* We cannot go 
into any town or little village iri the 
Territory but we find quite a large 
number of young people who have 
arrived at a marriageable age and still 
they remain single. But this can be 
accounted for to some extent. The 
young man says, " I dare not marry 
a wife, the fashions and customs of 
the world prevail among the ladies 
here to such a degree that I should 
need a fortune to maintain one," 
The young lady says, " I don't wish 
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to marry unless I can find a 
husband who can take care of me 
and support me according to my idle 
wishes." By their acts only can 
people be judged, and from observing 
them we must conclude that the ideas 
of the young men are too true, they 
are founded in fact. This should be 
done away. Such feelings, views 
and influences should be dispelled 
from and broken up in the midst of 
the people. Our young men and 
women should consider their obliga- 
tions to each other, to God, the 
earth, their parents, and to future 
gene4tion S fir their salvation and 
exaltation among the Gods and for 
the glory of Him whom we serve. 
These are not idle tales, they are not 
fictions, but facts; and for a com- 
munity, believing as we do, to live 
like the Gentile nations in these 
things is very incorrect. It is not 
according to oar faith; we should 
put oar faith into practice, and be 
willing to sustain ourselves, each and 
every one of us. Oar yoang folks 
who have arrived at years of maturity 
should think and act for themselves. 
They are citizens of the earth ; they 
have a share here, and have a part to 
bear — a character to form and frame 
and present to the world, or they will 
sink into oblivion and forgetful ness. 
These things are of importance to 
us at least, and especially in this na- 
tion, where many of the people are 
wasting away their lives, bartering 
away their very existence, and will 
hardly receive in return therefor a 
mess of pottage. 

The education of youth is an im- 
portant text for the brethren to preach 
from* A very high value should be 
placed upon it by the Saints, We 
have the privilege of enjoying the 
spirit of revelation and the knowledge 
which comes from above, and in ad- 
dition tq this, every branch of edu- 
cation known in the world should be 


taught among and acquired by ua. 
| All the arts and sciences, and every 
branch of mechanism known and 
understood by man should be under- 
\ stood by this people. But no matter 
how much knowledge we may acquire 
in a wordly point of view, by study, 
unless the revelations of the Lord 
Jesus are dispensed to each and every 
individual, they cannot use or apply 
their acquirements to the best ad- 
vantage. A man may know facts 
I without revelation. The mathema- 
tician, for instance, may acquire a 
great amount of knowledge without 
any special revelation by the Spirit 
1 of the Lord to enlighten his mind; 
but still he will not know and under- 
stand what he might if he had ap* 
plied his heart unto wisdom. So it 
is with all the sciences. 

These principles should be con- 
sidered by this people. This is^the 
place, brethren, to teach them. But 
I will give a caution to my brethren, 
the Elders — never undertake to teach 
a thing that you do not understand. 
Such things will come into your 
! minds; but without launching out on 
such subjects, questions may be asked 
and answered, and we gain know- 
ledge from each other. There is 
plenty within the scop* of our own 
brains that, by the assistance of the 
Spirit of the Lord, will enable us to 
tell many things — more than tht 
world or even more than the Saints 
can receive. 

Suppose a man should come here 
and tell you the very nature of our 
Father Adam — tell precisely how he 
was organized, his height, his propor- 
tions, the extent of his knowledge, 
tell you the agreement that was en- 
tered into, the amount of knowledge 
| that he had to forget to reduce him- 
self to the capacity of a corruptible 
I being! Suppose this could all be 
told to the congregations of the 
I Saints, what would they know about 
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it? Very lit He. There may be J 
some minds which could grasp some 
things pertaining to it, tut others 
could not The spirit of revelation ! 
can reveal these things to the people, J 
but unless they live so as to have the ! 
revelations of the Lord Jrsus Christ, i 
they will remain a mystery, for (here 
is a vail before the minds of the peo- ! 
>le, and they cannot be understood, 
iome ef thtse principles have been i 
taught to the Latter-day Saints, but " 
who can understand them ? j 

Brother Orson Hyde referred to a 
few who complained about not getting 
revelations. 1 will make a statement i 
here that has been bm tight against 
me as a crime, perhaps, or as a fault 
in my life. Not here, I do not allude 
to anything of the kind in this place, ! 
but in the councils of the nations — 
that Brigham Young has said "when 
he sends forth his discourses to the 
world they may call them Smpture." 
I say now, when they aie copied and 
approved by in a thy are as pood 
Scripture as is couched in this Bible, 
and if you want to read revelation 
read the sty tags of him who knows 
tho mind of Clod, without any special 
command to one man to go here, and 
to another to go yonder, or to do I his j 
or that, or to go and settle here or i 
there. In the early days of the i 
Church, if a man was guing to sell 
a farm he must havo a revelation — 
Joseph must receive and give a reve- i 
lation. Many men would wot do one i 
thing until God had given them a ! 
revelation through the prophet. It ' 
most be: 44 Thus saith the Lord, sell 1 
your farm, devote siioh a portion of ■ 
your means to education, or printing, 
or for distributing knowledge to the 
world. Devote such a portion of 
your means to do this, and such a 
portion to do that/' I have known j 
a good many men in the early days 
of the Church who had property, 
that must have revelation* to know 


what disposition to make of their 
substance; but who, when they re- 
ceived it, were sure not to strictly 
obey it. What did revelation do for 
such persons? Nothing but seal 
their condemnation. EVhy do the 
people want revelations to damn 
themselves? ' 

Give the mind of the Lord to this 
people here in this Conference, would 
they observe it? There is a few 
who would like to; but take some of 
those who are called Latter-day 
Saints, would they follow it if it 
were given them? I know they 
would not, still the Lord is merciful 
and forbearing and He bears with 
His people. He has borne with and 
blest us, to see if we would walk in 
the knowledge of the truth and yield 
strict obedience to His requirements. 

Poverty, persecution and oppres- 
sion we have endured; many of us 
have suffered the lnss of all things in 
a worldly point of view. Give us 
prosperity and see if we would bear 
it, and be willing to serve Gnd. See 
if we would be as willing to sacrifice 
millions as we were to sacrifice what 
we had when in comparative poverty. 
Men of property, as a general thing, 
would not be. Vve know this, God 
knows it, and He has to treat us as 
unruly, disobedient, slow to think 
and slow to act — as a set of children* 

It has been said, time and time 
again, that if the people would live 
worthy of the great things God has 
in st<»re for them, they are ready to 
come forth for their salvation and 
edification; but until we improve 
upon little things and hearken to the 
voice of the Lord in our first duties, 
He is not going to bestow the great 
mysteries of the invisible worlds 
upon us* We know too much already 
unless we do better. You may think 
I am complaining; well, I am just a 
trifle* 1 see tho Latter-day Saints 
here and there going to destruction, 
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apostatizing " Oh," say they, " we 
hare a little wealth, a little means," 
and in some instances that is leading 
them to destruction. 

These merchants that we hare 
made rich, Hh&te are they ? Those 
who are not in fellowship and same 
who are in fellowship with us? They 
are in our midst, but their feelings 
are, 44 We want more, we want your 
money, Latter-day Saints." Ask 
them to sacrifice their all and see 
what course they will take. When 
they came here they had not a wagon 
and did not own five dollars in the 
world; we have made them rich. Is 
there one in ton that would endure 
if wrj were to get a revelation for 
them to make a sacrifice of all they 
have? No, LUey would lift up thei»* 
heels again* t the Almighty aud His 
Anointed, Whether I am coraphiiu- 
ing or not, this is too true, 

Now, brethren, preach the things 
that we verily believe, and when we 
come to points of doctrine that we 
do not know, even if we haTe good 
reason to believe them, if our philo- 
sophy teaches us they are true, pass 
them by and teach only to the people 
that that we do know. 

You can know nothing of this Gos- 
pel short of the revelations of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. If onr Gospel, 
that we preach in this house aod that 
the Elders of Israel teach, i.s hid to 
any man on earth, it is because he is 
lost. It is not hid to him whose 
eyes are open to the things of God ; 
he understands it. When be hears 
the voice of the Good Phephtrd, when 
he heats tuund doctrine — that that 
comes from God, bo knows it and 
receives it Says he, " That is right, 
correct, that is congenial to my ears 
and sits smoothly aad satisfactorily 
on my understanding, t like that 
doctrine because it ie true. The 
reason we like u Mormon ism" is be- 
cause it is true. It is good: it 


embraces all the good there is in the 
scienres t and all than ever was re- 
vealed for the benefit of the children 
of men. There in no art lieneficial 
to the human family but what is in- 
corporated in oai religion. The only 
true philosophy ever revealed by 
God to man on this earth is com- 
prised within and is part of our re- 
gion. It embraces the whole man 
and nil his talents and time while hts 
lives here on the earth, and then will 
only prepare him, let him do his 
best, to enter a higher state of glovy, 
where he will see that ho is but juat 
commeucms; to learn the things of 
God and the riches of eternity, to 
know and understand the life of those 
im mortal beings who dwell in light 
and live in gl ii ry and who are sur- 
rounded with light, glory, immor- 
tality, and eternal lives, and live in 
accord auce with tho lawn which con* 
trol the Gods, When we have learned 
all that we can learn here by a close 
application in onr lives to the faith 
which Jesus has unfolded, we shall 
see that we are then just commencing 
to learn, as it were ; and when the 
spirit is reunited with the body we 
shall be prepared to enter into the 
joy of our Lord. 

A good deal is said about so much 
power being given to one man. What 
does man's power on the earth con- 
sist of? Of the influence he pos- 
sesses. If a man have influence with 
God he has power with Him. Again, 
if lie has influence with the people 
he has power with them ; that is all 
the legitimate or righteous power 
man has. We have influence; God 
has given it to us, aud the Latter-day 
Saints delight to place that confidence 
in us that is deserving, and the 
wicked world cannot help it. It may 
be a great pity in the tjstimation of 
a great many, but still tho world 
cannot help it; and justice, mercy, 
truth, righteousness, love, and good 
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will command this respect, and the 
worthy get it. We have heard con- 
siderable about " down with the one- 
man power!" All right, down with 
it! What is it and how are you 
going to get it down ? When you 
get down the power of God, that 
which is called one-man power in the 
midst of the Latter-day Saints will 
full, but not before! It is no more 
nor less than the concentration of the 
faith and action of the people. And 
this brings to my mind the facts that 
exist with regard to the faith of the 
Latter-day Saints. 

When we go into the world we 
find quite a portion of the people who 
belong to a class called Spiritualists. 
I do not know that I am right in 
styling them a class, but they as- 
pire to be so considered. They would 
like to have it considered that "Mor- 
monism" is nothing but Spiritualism; 
but it is temporal ism m well as Spi- 
ritualism. A great many want to 
know the difference between the two. 
I will give one feature of the differ- 
ence, and then set the whole scientific 
world to work to see if they can ever 
bring to bear the same feature in 
Spiritualism. Take all who are 
called Spiritualists and *ee if they 
can produce the order that is in the 
midst of this people. Here are sys- 
tim, order, organization, law, rule, 
and facts. Now see if the) can pro- 
duce any one of these features, They 
cannot Why ? Because their sys- 
tem is from beneath, while ours is 
perfect and is from above; one is 
from God, the other is from the devil, 
that is all the difference. Now see 
if the whole Spiritualist world can or- 
ganize a community of six individuals 
who will agree for a year, that will 
not fall to pieces like a rope of sand. 
Now, Spiritualists, go to work, bring 
your science to bear and demonstrate 
the fact that you have a system if 
you can. We hare demonstrated it 
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to the world ; it is manifest, it is be- 
fore us, we see it, it is tangible, we 
can see its results, it has wrought 
wonders. See if they can do like 
this. If the kingdom of the devil 
can do like the kingdom of God on 
the earth, it is deserving of credit; 
but ita members can only divide and 
sub- divide, produce confusion on eon- 
fusion, disorder following on the heels 
of disorder, one to the right, another 
to the left, another fur the front, 
another for the rear, one polling this 
way, another pulling that, sect against 
sect, people against people, community 
against community, politically, re- 
ligiously, and I may say morally to 
a great extent; and 1 do not know 
but I might say scientifically, al- 
though the sciences agree Ijetter than 
the faith, feelings and imaginations 
of the people. Now try this, Spi- 
ritualists! This is a text for you; 
and when you have produced order, 
system and unity among the inha- 
bitants of the earth we will look and 
sec what more there is that we have 
that the world have not, I am not 
going info details at all, but I jusL 
mention this to see if the Spiritualists 
can systematize or organize anything, 
i When they have done this it will be 
time enough to admit that they have 
some science; but until then we will 
say that Spiritualism is a mass of 
confusion, t| is a body without parts 
and passions, principle or power, just 
like, I do not like to say it, but just 
like the so-called Christians' God. 
The creed of the so-called Christians 
represents that their God is without 
body, parts or passions; and it should 
be added, without principle or power, 
for the latter is the corollary of the 
former. When we see anything that 
has solidity and permanency, that 
produces good, that build y up, creates, 
organizes, sustains, and betters the 
j condition of the people, we pronounce 
' that good and from God; but when 


TEXTS FOB PREACHING UPON AT CONFEBENCE, ETC, 


267 


we see that that injures, hurts, 
destroys, produces confusion in a 
community, disturbance and discord, 
itrife and animosity, hateful ness and 
bitter feelings one towards another, 
we at once pronounce it evil, and de- 
clare that it springs from beneath. 
All evil is from beneath, while all 
that is good is from God. 

I did not think to preach you a 
sermon when I commenced, but to 
call upon some of the brethren to do 
so. I have given them some texts, 
and they may preach to or from 
them, just as they please. Some of 
them will probably talk about orga- 
mizing the kingdom of God on the 
earth, and so governing a community 
ns to make them of one heart and 
one mind, I am prepared to prove 
to any sensible congregation, any 
good philosopher or thinking person 
or people, who have steady brain 
mnd nerve to look at things as they 
are, that can tell white from black 
and daylight from midnight dark- 
ness, that the closer the connection 
in a business point of view that a 
community hold themselves together, 
the greater will be their joy and 
wealth. I am prepared to prove, 
from all the facts that have existed 
or that now exist in all branches of 
human affairs, that union is strength, 
and that division is weakness and 
confusion, 

y i do not know hut I will advert 
once more to Spiritualism. Spiritu- 
alism is like Methodism and the sects 
of the day exactly, I mean so far as 
unity of faith or action is concerned. 
When I was a Methodist, as I was 
once, they said to me, " You may be 
baptized by immersion if you abso- 
lutely require it, but we do not be* 
lieve in it, but we do believe in 
giving every person his choice." 
"Well," said I, "I believe in it 
There are some things required in 
the doctrine of the Close Communion 


Baptists which I cannot subscribe to 
as well as to most of the principles 
that you hold in your catechisms, 
and in the tenets of your church, but," 
said I, u they believe in baptism by 
immersion, and I want to be baptized 
by immersion ;" and finally they con- 
sented to baptize me, and did do it. 
So say the Spiritualists. 

Another one says, U I want to 
kneel down in the water and have 
the water poured on my head." Says 
the Methodist priest, " We don't be- 
lieve in it, but you can have it done. 
It is no matter, one method of bap- 
tism, perhaps, is as good as another." 
So say the Spiritualists, Another 
one says, " I want to get down into 
the water and be baptized face fore- 
most," " Well," says the priest, " we 
don't think it makes any difference, 
and if you really desire it, you may 
have the ordinance administered to 
you according to your wishes." So 
say the Spiritualists* Another one 
says, U I want to sit in my chair and 
have the minister dip Ins fingers into 
a bowl, and put it on my forehead, 
and call that baptism in the name of 
the Trinity, The Methodist says, 
" We will con soi it to that; it is just 
as good as anything else." So say the 
Spiritualists. Another one says he 
wants to kneel down in the water and 
have water poured on him. The 
priest consents to this also, So do 
the Spiritualists. Why do I say 
this ? Because men baptized by 
these various methods can all get 
communications, they say, from the 
spirits sanctioning each and every 
different form of baptism. The 
Methodists say, " We believe in a 
God without body, parts and pas- 
sions ; " so say the Spiritualists, the 
Presbyterian and other sects, but the 
Latter-day Saints do not And in 
reference to the ordinance of baptism ; 
the Latter-day Saints say, " Go down 
into the water and be buried with 
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Christ Id the water; aud come out 
of the water as Christ came up out of I 
the water, when Hie Holy Ghost in 
the form of a dove rested on His head, 
and a voice from heaven was heard 
Baying, * This is my beloved Son, 
hear ye him,* He wi'I tell von what 
to do, teach you correct doctrine. 
He has no tradition* to overcome, no 
prepossesael notions taught by 
parents, binding him to the sects that 
are now on the earth. Hear ye Him ! \ 
have hands laid upon you that you 
may receive the Holy Ghost." The ; 
Latter-day Saints siy to the people, 
" Bel ;cve i ti God the Father and in 
Jesus, the Son ! Relieve in the gifts i 
of the holy Gospel ! They are ai \ 
ready to be bestow ed upon His ! 
children at this day as any other in 1 
the history of the world. This is I 
the time to believe in the Lord Jesus ! 
Christ ; this is the very time that we j 
should acknowledge him and believe \ 
in his ordinances and in the gilts and 
graces that are promised to the 
children of God, We are living ;n a 
Gospel age and dispensation, we are 
living right in the day in which, as 
the Apo«tI« said on the Day of 


Pentecost, the promise is to you and 
to your children and to all that are 
afar off, even as many s as the Lord 
nur God shall call." Has the Lord 
called upon the children of men in 
this day ? Yes, in the east and the 
west, from the north to the south, 
and in the uttermost parts of the 
earth. He has called upon the 
inhabitant* cf the earth to believe in 
the Lord Jesua Christ, Suppose this 
order of things had continued from 
the days of the ancient Apostles; 
suppose there had been no backsliding, 
no merchants to lift their heels 
because they are getting rich, no 
apos tales, and the successors of the 
Apostles had received the holy 
Priesthood and had gone to the 
uttermost parta of the earth, where 
would have been your pagan ism 
to-day r It would not have been on 
the earth ; infidelity would not have 
been known. Children would have 
been taught the ways of tho Lord 
and brought up in the way they 
should go, and the whole world would 
have been full of the knowledge of 
God, instead of being in darkness as 
now ! 
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Short sermons are very frequently . But most of us who aie public 
interesting, if the speaker can say ' 11 1 ^ 


what he wishes to say from the time 
h* commences to sptak until the end. 


speaker at labor under timidity, and 
experience that lack of the governing 
and controlling principle which pit* 
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vents nur doing this. I notice this ! 
in almost every public speaker I hear. 
It is seldom that a speaker can arise 
an d deliver his thoughts and reflec- 
tions readily, unless his speech and 
subject have been studied and fixed 
previously. Fur my part, as far as 
my public speaking is concerned, I 
do not know that I ever troubled 
myself to take thought beforehand 
of what I should say. There have , 
been times in my life thi't I have 
teen led to lecture on certain prin- 
ciples, and on such occasions my 
mind Would be confined to those 
principles alone, consequently my 
subject would be before me more 
immediately. Bat upon rising: to , 
address t tie people I trust in Him 
from whom we all derive the power: 
of though 1 and reflection, aud I strive 
to express my reflections acceptably 
to God and to my hearers. ; 

Tht Gospel, whose principles we 
have been hearing about this morning, 
is the Gospel that every Christian 
professes to believe in, I do not 
know of a Christian bul what will 
admit that the Bible is true ; then 
whore is the difference between the 
Latter-dav Saints aud the various 
Christian sects that dwell on the 
earth ? The difference is that we 
believe enough to obey ; while they 
believe just enough to acknowledge 
bat not to obey. 

If there be one principle in this 
Gospel that we preach that is not 
perfectly true, we would like some 
divine to make us acquainted with 
the fact; and prove by principles of | 
true philosophy wherein it is not true, 
or wherein it is injurious to those 
who believe it. Wc believe that 
every principle that God has revealed 
to the children of men is strictly true, 
and absolutely beneficial to the life 
oi every intelligent be;ng that dwells 
upon the whole earth. We have 
come to this conclusion, for we have 


tried to learn and understand and to 
carry out in ou'' lives the principles 
of the Gospel that we believe »n, and 
if wg sum them up, in a few words, 
we might, with the strirtesi propriety, 
use the words of one anciently, and say 
that the Gospel is 14 peace on earth 
and good will to men, 11 We can also 
say truly that this is eternal life to 
know the only wise God and Jesus 
Christ whom He has sent, But 
when we examine the fnith and 
acknowledgements of the Christian 
world we find that, with all their 
professions, they are involved in mid- 
night darkness concerning the tree 
nature and character of God. Is 
there a divine on the f;icc of the whole 
earth who can give you or mo any 
description of the Being* that the 
whole Christian world worship as 
God ? There is not. Where is the 
proof of this assertion ? I am a 
witness ; their writings are witnesses; 
their sermons are witnesses ; their 
declarations are witnesses. Yet this 
book, the Bible, portrays the character 
of God, the Father of our spirits, and 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, just as clearly «k any 
work ever written by man portrays 
the shape, nature, construction and 
constitution of the human frame. If 
this is so, why do no' the Christ inn 
world believe in it? The Latter- 
day Saints do believe enough of it to 
try and carry it nut in their practice. 
What do wc believe about the faith 
that Jesus revealed ? He said a 
great deal with regard to life and 
I salvation. His Apostles wrote and 
taught after him, and the Gospel was 
among the children of men from the 
days of Adam until the coming of 
! the Messiah ; this Gospel of Christ is 
from the beginning to the end. Then 
nhy was the law of Moses given? 
Just answer the question ! In conse- 
quence of the disobedience of the 
children of Israel, the elect of God ; 
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the very seed that He had selected to 
be His people, and upon whom He 
said He would place His name, This 
seed of Abraham so rebelled against 
Him and His commands that the 
Lord said to Moses, " I will give you 
a law winch shall be a schoolmaster 
to bring them to Christ" But this 
law is grievous ; it is a law of carnal 
commandments. Still it will bo hard 
for any divine that now lives to draw 
the line between the law of carnal 
commandments and the law of divine 
commandments. I have not seen 
them who can do it. 

I ask what is the nature of our 
religion ? Why, it is " peace on 
earth and good will to men " in every 
particular; and if ita precepts be 
observed it will fill society with peace, 
joy, wealth, beauty and excellence ; 
it lifts man above the things of earth, 
gives him the philosophy of eternity, 
and shows the works of God in all 
their glory and magnitude, and leads 
the mind of the creature to admire 
and worship the Creator, Is this the 
fact? Certainly it is, I have not 
found anything in my religion that 
will do harm to any creature on the 
face of the earth. I have not found 
errors in our religion. Are there 
errors in the people ? yes, plenty 
of them* I recollect a gentleman 
from Philadelphia who was tarrying 
in this city for the benefit of his 
health, but was called home on 
business, who said he believed the 
Bible and believed all, as far as he 
had learned, with regard to the 
doctrines of the Latter-day Saints. 
Said he, one day, when visiting me 
for the last time, " Mr. Young, am I 
to understand that you consider your- 
selves perfect?" I said to him, 
'* Such an idea with regard to us is a 
mistaken one, and if you entertain it 
you have not got the matter placed 
correctly in your mind. Let me 
correct you, so that when at home 


you may meditate upon it The 
doctrine that we preach is perfect; 
but our lives are very imperfect. To 
say that a human being is perfect, 
that he has no errors, would say that 
he is divine — a God or a holy angeL 
But we are in a world of sin and 
darkness, a world that knows not 
God ; in a world where error dwells 

' and reigns supreme. Now," said I, 
" remember this. The doctrine that 
we preach is from God ; this doctrine 
is pure and holy ; it is without spot 
or blemish ; and it is the doctrine of 
the Son of God, the Savior of the 
world," Is it good for man hero ? 
Certainly it is — the best that can bm 
given to any beings on the earth ; to 
organize a society, to rule a family 
to dictate and control scholars at 
school, to rule, govern and control an 
individual, a community, a nation or 
kingdom, it is the very best code of 
principles and laws ever delivered to 
the children of men. In all my 
researches into the doctrine of Jesus 
I have never found an error, 

| It has been observed here thi* 
morning that we are called fanatics. 
Bless me ! That is nothing. Who 
has not been called a fanatic who has 
discovered anything new in philosophy 
or science? We have all read of 
Galileo the astronomer who, contrary 
to the system of astronomy that had 
■been received for ages before his day, 
taught that the sun, and not the 
earth, was the centre of our planetary 
system ? For this the learned 
astronomer was called " fanatic" and 
subjected to persecution and imprison- 
ment of the most rigorous character. 
So it has been with others who have 
discovered and explained new truths 
in science and philosophy which have 
been in opposition to long-established 
theories; and the opposition they 
have encountered has endured until 
the truth of their discoveries has been 
demonstrated by time. The term 
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u fanatic " is not applied to professors 
of religion only. How was it with 
Dr. Morse, when shut up in the attic 
of an old building iu Baltimore for 
more than a year, with a little wire 
stretched round the room, experi- 
menting upon it with his battery, he 
told a friend that by means of that 
he could sit there and talk to Con- 
gress in Washington ? Was he not 
considered a fanatic, and wild, and 
crazy ? Certainly he was; and so it 
was with Bobert Fulton, when he 
was conducting his experiments with 
steam and endeavoring to apply it so 
as to propel a vessel through the 
water. And all great discoverers in 
art, science, or mechanism hare been 
denounced as fanatics and crazy ; and 
it has been declared by their contem- 
poraries that they did not know what 
they were sajiug, and they were 
thought to be almost as wild and 
incoherent as the generality of the 

people now think °C.eorge ^Franois 
Train to be, 

I will tell you who the real fanatics 
are : they are tbey who adopt false 
principles and ideas as facts, and try 
to establish a superstructure upon a 
false foundation. They are the 
fanatics; and however ardent and 
zealous they may be, they may reason 
or argue on false premises till dooms- 
day, and the result will be false* If 
our religion is of this character we 
want to know it ; we would like to 
find a philosopher who can prove it 
to us. We are called ignorant ; so 
we are : but what of it ? Are not all 
ignorant ? I rather think so. Who 
can tell us of the inhabitants of this 
little planet that shines of an evening, 
called the moon ? When we view its 
lace we may see what is termed " the 
man in the moon," and what some 
philosophers declare are the shadows 
of mountains. But these sayings are 
very vague, and amount to nothing; 
and when yon inquire about the 


inhabitants of that sphere you find 
that the most learned are as ignorant 
in regard to thtm as the most 
ignorant of their fellows. So it is 
with regard to the inhabitants of the 
sun. Do yon think it is inhabited ? 
I rather think it is. Do you think 
there is any life there ? No question 
of it; it was not made in vain. It 
was made to give light to those who 
dwell upon it, and to other planets ; 
and so will this earth when it is 
celestial! zed. Every planet in its 
first rude, organic state receives not 
the glory of God upon it, but is 
opaque ; but when celestialized, every 
planet that God brings into existence 
is a body of light, but not till then. 
Christ is the light of this planet. 
God gives light to our eyes. Did 
you ever think who gave you the 
power of teeing? who organized 
these little globules in our heads, and 
formed the nerves running to the 
brain, and gave us the power of 
distinguishing a circle from a square, 
an upright from a level, large from 
small, white from black, brown from 
gray, and so on ? Did you acquir* 
this faculty by yom own power? 
Did any of yon impart this power to 
me or I to you ? Not at all Then 
where did we get it from ? From a 
superior Being. When I think of 
these few little things with regard to 
the organization of the earth and the 
people of tht earth, how curious and 
how singular it is ! And yet how 
harmonious and beautiful are Nature's 
laws! And the work of God goes 
forward, and who can hinder it, or 
who can stay His hand now that He 
has commenced His kingdom ? 

This brings us right back to this 
Gospel. God has commenced His 
kingdom on the earth. How intri- 
cate it is, and how difficult for a man 
to understand if he be not enlightened 
by the Spirit of God ! How can w© 
understand it ? 0, we have nothing 
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to do but to humble ourselves and 
get the spirit of the Lord by being 
born of the water raid of the Spirit; 
then we can enter' Into it* How is it 
if we are un( born uf the Spirit ? ('an 
the natural man behold the tilings of 
God ? 1 Is can not, for they are 
discerned spiritually — by the Spirit 
of the Almighty, and if we have not 
this Spirit within ns we cannot under- 
stand the things uf God. But the 


bear it *a?d, " Such a man or woman 
lias too much temper." This is a 
mistaken idea. No person on earth 
1ms too much of this article. But 
do we not frequently see the evil 
conduct of people through allowing 
their passions and tempers to have 
full control of them ? Certainly we 
do. What is the difficult j ? We 
want the spirit, knowledge, power 
ai:d priuciple within us to govern 
most simple thing in the world to i and control our tempers ; there is no 


understand ik the work of the Lord. 
What shall we do : Divest oargelvt.s 
of great, big "Mr. T." Let him iall 
at the feet of good sound reason. 
What next? Humble ourselves 
before the Lord and receive the truth 
as lie has revealed it, then we will 
be Lorn of the Spirits Then if we 
wish further blessings, be born of the 
water; then, if we wish further 
blessings, receive the laying on of 


danger of having fco much if we will 
only control them by the Spirit of the 
Almighty. Every intelligent being 
un tiie earth is tempeicd for glory, 
beauty, excellency and knowledge 
here, and for immortality aud eternal 
lives in the worlds to come* But 
every being who at tarns to this must 
he sanctified before God and be com- 
pletely under the confiol of His 
spirit. If 1 am thus con tilled by 


panda for th* reception of the Holy I tie Spirit of the Most High J am a 


Ghost; and if we wish still furthea 
blessings, live by every word that 
proceeds out of His mouth, thai is 
spoken from I he heavens, then things 
will he brought to our remembrance 
by the 
bis d 

things past, present, and to come. 
Tl,is is the Gospel as we I relieve it. 


king, I am supreme so far as the 
control of self is concerned ; and it 
also enables me to control my fwives 
and children. And when they thus 
see that I am under the goveiumefit 
e Comforter thai: Jesus promised j and control of the Good Spirit, they 
isciples, which should show them will Le perfectly submissive to my 

dictates. They feel and say, " Yes, 
father, or husband, certainly, you 


Is there any harm in it ? Not the ; never require anything that is wrong; 
lc^st in the world. Should we not 1 have learned that loi*£ a^o. Your 


obey ii? We should. Should, we judgment and discretion and the 

not obey the require mints of Heaven ? power of thought and reflection in 

Certainly we should. Would ii be you are sufficient; you know what is 

the least injurious to the human right." And if 1 could extend this 

family to receive fhe Go>pel of the power 1 couJd reign supreme, ttty 


Son of God, aud to have the man 
Christ Jesus to rule over theui ? 
Not a i all; but, on the contrary, it 
wojald fill them with peace, joy, luve, 
kindness, and intelligence. Would 
the principles of the Gospel, if obeyed. 


only over my family and friends, but 
also over my neighbors and the people 
all around me. Could the spirit of 
error, hatred and wickedness perform 
this ? No, it can be accomplished 
only by means of the meek and 


teach u« to control ourselves ? They humble spirit of the Lord Jesus. If 
would. They will teach men and j an individual is filled with that, it 


en to govern and control their makes him a perfect monarch over 
own passion. Yon very frequently himself, and it will give him influence 
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over all who will hearken to his 
counsel What a pity it would be, 
in the estimation of the wicked and 
corrupt, if any man on the earth 
really did possess this power ! Sup- 
pose that Napoleon, for instance, was ! 
actually filled with the power of God 
to that degree that the whole people 
of France would love him as much 
as a child ever loved a parent, because 
they knew every word he uttered was 
full of wisdom and would produce 
health, wealth, joy and peace among 
all classes ; would elevate the suffering 
poor — those in need and distress, fill 
them with knowledge and wisdom 
and give them the good things of life, 
why, there would be a general out- cry 
against him, and he would be de- 
nounced because of the exercise of the j 
"one-man power!" But let him be 
a devil and rule with an iron rod, a 
tyrant's hand, and take off* heads 
every day by the score or hundred, 
and there would not be a word said 
agaiist him ! Let the good I have 
referred to be brought about, as it 
would be, under the rule and govern- j 
menfc of Heaven, and the ruler would 
be called a tyrant But this is the 
way to rule, no matter what the 
inhabitants and the wiie men and 
philosophers of the earth may think; 
and the time will come when this 
earth will be revolutionized by these ; 
principles, and when through their 
influence war, dissension, hatred, 
malice, and persecution will cease 
miong the children of men and when 
there will be a universal reign of 
p?ace and righteousness. Suppose 
we live to see it ! We shall all be of 
one heart and one mind, shall we not ? 
I will here ask, for my own satisfac- 
tion, what will you do, Mr. Politician, 
when there is no division at the polls, 
but when the cry will be, from one 
end of the earth to the other, u We 
want one man only, but the best that 
can be found for this office; this is 

* No. 18. 


[ the only man we want ? H Yonr 
occupation will be gone about that 
time. Will there be wars in those 
days ? No, they will be done away. 
Any contentions then ? No, all will 
be peace. Bickering and strife will 
have passed away, and a better spirit 
will have taken possession of the 
' minds of the people, and they will be 
, peaceful, joyous, kind and fall of 
benevolence, and the general feeling 
will be, " Friend, what can I do for 
you ? Brother, how can I do you 
good?" or, "Sister, can I add to 
your comfort, or make any addition 
to your joy and peace here on the 
earth ? " You and I are looking for 
this day. Let me ask the poor 
miserable apostate, the hater of God 
and righteousness, " Do you not think 
that will be one-man power ? " I 
reckon it will. That is what leading 
men everywhere are after now, not 
only in this country, but in every 
other ; they are all scrambling after 
it, and they are mad because they can 
not get it 

I think I will take the liberty of 
relating a little circumstance which 
was related to me. Whether it is a 
fact or not I cannot say. Some of 
our good government officers here 
inquired of a man from the Southern 
part of the Territory : " Do you know 
Brigham?'* Yes, I know him very 
well,' 1 " Do you not know that he is 
trying to influence the election?'* 
** No/' I never heard anything about 
it/' " Can 1 1 you make oath that he 
has always guided and influenced the 
elections in this Territory ?" The 
man said, " No, I am not well enough 
acquainted with him nor with politics 
to know anything about it* I 
laughed heartily inside at the poor 
miserable fools when I heard this. 
Why, yes, I would govern and con- 
trol the elections of the earth if I 
desired and could ; certainly I would, 
and help yourselves the best way yon 
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can ! Bless my heart, who don't do 
it ? The poor creatures ! Isn't that 
what they are after ? Would not 
they do it if they could r I can 
govern and control the Latter-day 
Saints, not by the iron hand, but by 
the principles of true government — 
the principles of our religion, which, 
in their very nature, are bound to 
make those who will be guided by 
them healthy, wealthy and wise. I 
think we are doing our best at it ; 
and I also think that we will go on 
and be successful in this good work 
in spite of earth and hell I 


discourses. 

I say God speed everybody that is 
for freedom and equal rights ! I am 
with you. Whom do we want to 
fill our public offices ? We want the 
best men that we can find for 
governor, president and statesmen, 
and for every other office of trust and 
responsibility ; and when we have 
obtained them, wc will pray for them 
and give them our faith and influence 
to do the will of God and to preserve 
themselves and the people in truth 
and righteousness. I have talked as 
long as time will allow. God bless 
you. Amen. 


DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIG HAM YOUNG, 
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^ (Reported by David \V. Evans?) 
THE WORD OF WISDOM — SPIRITUALISM. 


I can say to the people, as I have 
frequently said, if we were apt 
scholars to learn the trulh and to 
understand the mind and will of God 
concerning m, and would then each 
and every one or ns with furventy 
perform his duty, it would not he 
necessary to talk qjite so loud and 
quite so long as we do now. Bat we 
art still children and can learn but 
little at a time ; and we need to have 
oar lessons 'epeated in oar hearing 
very frequently, Jw we are apt to lay 
down our books when we go out of 
these schools where instructions are 
given. We are very apt to si amber 
and sleep and forget what resolutions 
we have made in onr own minds, and 
to forget what we have heard from 


the servants of Coil, If we could 
learn our lessons, treasure them up 
and practice upon them, it would not 
be necessary to spend so much time 
in talking or in listening to those 
who talk ; but it is necessary for us 
to talk and then to practice and show 
the people as well as teach them bou 
to build up the kingdom of God upon 
the earth. It is quite a pity that v e 
do not understand things ! Take the 
inhabitants of the earth as they are, 
and in many things pertaining to 
what is called worldly wisdom — 
mechanism, the sciences and the arts, 
there seems to be a great deal of 
knowledge displayed; but they are 
ignorant, at the same time, of the 
fountain of this knowledge. They 


th;: word of wisdom — spiritualise. 


cannot conceive of anything any 
broader or deeper than the extension 
of their own minds and that of their 
neighbors. If we — thai is, mankind 
general!}*, could understand that 
whatever we ^njoy, whatever wisdom 
and knowledge we possess, is be- 
stowed upon us by and comes from 
God, we should perhaps be more 
willing to acknowledge Him in these 
blessings ; and nn il the people called 
Latter-day Saints do this, we shall 
continue to udk to them and to 
ourselves. 

The Word of 1 Wisdom has been 
preached to this people, first and last, 
a good dent, that is the written word 
in the Doctrine and Covenants. It 
has been read and taught to the 
people now, some thirty-eight years ! 
and vet we neglecr to observe this 
trifling lesion concerning our health. 
Is it not strange ? Yes, it is ; it is 
passing strange; iii is astonishing ! 
How many (h^re arc o r our brethren 
who say, 4< I emit dispense with my 
tobacco ! I ca.Ct lay down my pipe 
or cigar and let It alone; I mmi 
take it up a^ani, I cant live unless I 
have a Yurie tobacco in mv mouth, or 
in my nose ;" I bav * no knowledge 
of then n-mg it j:j >heir ears. Old 
men, middle-aged men, men strong 
in intellect arc! physical force, athletic 
men, will say, U I mast have a little 
tobacco." Is this She case with the 
Elders of Isra< 1 ? Yon recollect that, 
here, a year ngo I think h was last 
Conference, if my memory serves me 
aright, when the Bishop of the 
Church was presented for acceptance 
to the people, and theu his counsellors 
came up, I made this reservation — I 
would vote lor them if they would let 
their liquor and tobacco alone ; and 
I believu the people voted for them 
on the ground that they were to cease 
nsing ardent spirits and tobacco. If 
they have not used it from that day 
to this, there were but tew days that 


they did not use it They should be 
examples to the Church ; they should 
be like fathers to the Church. If 
they are really the counsellors of the 
Bishop, they should practice every- 
thing that is good that he practices; 
and if the Bishop himself should 
neglect any duty, they should perform 
their duly as counsellors, and should 
teach, guide, direct and counsel the 
Bishop to improve in his life. 

But to return to the brethren and 
the use of tobacco. There are many 
of our Elders who say, " I can't live 
without indulging in this unseemly 
appetite." To say that the nature of 
man requires tobacco and spirits is 
absurd. I do not know but we might 
prove that ihe nature of a dumb 
brute desires this at certain times. 
I am not sure but what cattle would 
drink liquor if it were reduced con- 
siderably; perhaps they might drink 
it when rather strong. I think I 
have heard of some few instances in 
the course of my life. But you put 
cattle into a field where there is 
tobacco and you will see that none of 
them will eat it unless they are sick, 
they will take it then, but at no other 
time. If a horse, ox or sheep be in 
good, ordinary health it will not 
touch it, and to say that it is necessary 
for man is absurd ! Well, is it good 
for nothing ? Was it created in 
vain? No, the Word of Wisdom 
tells us that tobacco iy for sick cattle, 
and the dumb brute will demonstrate 
this if it is sick and can get at it. 
The tobacco plant and the lobelia 
plant are similar in taste and outward 
appearance, though not in their 
effects ; but the former is for cattle, 
the latter for man. The difference 
in their effects is chiefly, that lobelia 
has no narcotic influence, while 
tobacco has. 

I wish to ask those brethren who 
are in the habit of nsing tobacco, 
Won't you leave it alone and try 
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lobelia, and see if yon can become 
attached to it ? If you can, it will 
prove tbat it possesses narcotic pro- 
perties ; if yon cannot, it will prove 
that it possesses no such properties. 
Mankind would not become attached 
to these unnecessary articles were it 
not for the poison they contain* The 
poisonous or narcotic properties in 
spirits, tobacco and tea are the cause 
of their being so much liked by those 
who use them. I hear something 
occasionally about tea, but I say if 
the ladies would take the natural leaf 
from the stem and dry it upon wood 
they would not become attached to it 
as they do to the green tea, Young 
Hyson, Gunpowder and other popular 
brands, for these kinds are cured on 
copper, and they partake more or less 
of the nature of the copper on which 
they are dried, through being im- 
pregnated with its poisonous qualities. 

1 say this to the brethren and 
sisters, that they may see if they can 
become attached to and really crave 
any of these stimulants that do not 
contain quite a quantity of poison. 
There is no doubt whatever that the 
food we cat, and which is absolutely 
necessary to sustain us, contains 
poisou. I do not dispute that the 
poison contained in the bread that 
has been distributed from the table 
this afternoon, if extracted by a skilful 
chemist, would be enough to kill ; 
but still, as combined with the other 
constituent elements of which bread 
is composed, it is not injurious, and 
we eat it without harm. Bat where 
we find so much poison in articles 
the people will become very strongly 
attached to them in a very short time. 
For instance, how quickly persons 
become attached to the practice of 
opium eaHng; they cannot live 
without it ! If there was no poison 
in it it would not operate upon the 
system as it does. In some countries 
it is said that the fair sex are in the 


habit of arsenic eating, and this is for 
the special purpose of improving the 
complexion. Let a lady commence 
taking the smallest possible particle 
of this article, and if she continues 
the practice, in a few years she will 
not be able to live without it. 

Many of our sisters think they 
cannot live without tea, I will tell 
you what we can do — I have fre- 
quently said it to my brethren and 
sisters — if they cannot live without 
tea, coffee, brandy, whisky, wine, 
beer, tobacco, &c., they can die 
without them. This is bevond con- 
troversy. If we had the determine 
tion that we should have, we would 
live without them or die without 
them. Let the mother impregnate 
her system with these narcotic in- 
fluences when she is bringing forth a 
family on the earth, and what does 
she do ? She lays the foundation of 
weakness, palpitation of the heart, 
nervous affections, and many other 
ills and diseases in the system of her 
offspring that will afflict them from 
the cradle to the grave. Is this 
righteous or unrighteous, good or 
evil ? Let my sisters ask and answer 
the question for themselves, and the 
conclusion which each and every one 
of them may come to is this, " If I 
do" an injury to my child, I sin/' 

We very well know r that the 
customs which prevail in the world 
are such as to cause millions and 
millions of children to go to untimely 
graves. Infants, children, youth, 
young men and young women, 
thousands and tens of thousands of 
them go to an untimely grave through 
the diseases engendered in their 
systems by their progenitors. Is 
this wrong or is it right ? If it is 
wrong we should abstain from every 
influence and practice which produces 
these evil effects ; if it is right, then 
practice them. But we say it is 
wrong; God says it is wrong, and 
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He has pointed out in a few instances 
tbe path for us to walk in, by observ- 
ing the Word of Wisdom, and He 
has declared that it is fitted to the 
capacity of the Saints, yea the weakest 
of all who are or can be called Saints. 
And this Word of Wisdom prohibits 
the use of hot drinks and tobacco. 
I have heard it argued that tea and 
cofiee are not mentioned therein; 
that is very true ; but what were the 
people in the habit of taking as hot 
drinks when that revelation was 
given ? Tea and coffee. We w r ere 
not in the habit of drinking water 
very hot, but tea and coffee — the 
beverages in common use. And tbe 
Lord said hot drinks are not good 
for tbe body nor the belly, liquor is 
not good for the body nor the belly, 
but for the washing of the body, &c. 
Tobacco is not good, save for sick 
cattle, and for bruises and sores, its 
cleansing properties being then very 
useful. 

Now then, will we observe the 
Word of Wisdom ? Will we let our 
tea, coffee, whisky and tobacco alone ? 
Shall I answer for my brethren and 
sisters? Yes, I will answer. A 
large proportion of the Elders of 
Israel will let these things alone, 
they do let them alone ; but there is 
a certain per centage of them that 
you might as well talk to the wind 
as to talk to them about these things* 
As for my sisters, I can answer the 
question for them. They mfiy not 
have their tea on the table when the 
husband sits down to breakfast or 
supper, and their tea cups, saucers 
and tea-pot may be out of sight, but 
I will insure that many of them take 
a little tea for the stomach's sake in 
the course of the day, whether the 
father or husband knows anything 
about it or not ; and if the question 
is asked why I think so, I answer 
from the statistics of the sales of tea 
and coffee in our stores ; thty prove 


this. We were very urgeut, a year 
or two ago, with regard to the Word 
of Wisdom, and the influence then 
raised made an impression on the 
people which caused them to forsake 
the use of these unnecessary articles 
for the time being. It was our wish 
then, and is still, that the money 
generally paid out for tea and coffee, 
liquor, tobacco, &a, be used to send 
for the poor Saints and bring them 
to a land where they can accumulate 
the common nectssaries of life, in- 
stead of staying in their own land, 
and going down to an untimely grave 
for th© want of food. I recollect one 
sister said to me, one day, 41 Brother 
Brigbam, here is twenty dollars" — I 
think that was the sum — " I give 
this into the poor fond. At such a 
time you advised us to let our tea 
and coffee alone, and contribute the 
same amount that we would expend 
for these articles in bringing the poor 
from the old country. It w T ould have 
taken me twenty dollars to supply 
me with theie articles to this time. 
I have saved the money ; my health 
now is more than fifty per cent better 
than when I left off tea. I can now 
work ten, or perhaps twelve, hours a 
day easier than I could two or three 
when I took these stimulants." Some 
others have sent in a few dollars thus 
accumulated for the relief of the poor ; 
bat I think most of our sisters have 
taken to their old practice of drinking 
tea again. Perhaps I do not judge 
rightly, but my conclusions are 
formed from information in my pos- 
session, as to the amount of this 
article sold* 

As far as I can learn the cup of 
tea stands on the stoves in the houses 
of my n*ar neighbors, associates, and 
those with whom I am best acquainted, 
I go along occasionally and take up a 
tin cup, and say, "What is this?" 
" It is a little tea ; we have just made 
a little tea this morning;" or, "we 
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thought we would have a little tea ! 
thi« morning/' I have not seen a»y 
on my t^ble, bu frequently I am 
asked, * Will vou have a liUb tea P ¥ 
I can say 1 have tasted ii to sec 
whether J. ! avc ^:ked L or not, I 
have desired not to like it. I never 
was in the habit or usin£ it, except a 
very small portion of my life. But 
I do ikk I ke iv. 1. has goi ;o he-i 
made very delicate, about as weak a& 
if fu»* a child, an 'I ihc?: a good ..bare j 
of nice cream and .^ar i:? \^ for me 
to like h aM, I have frequency 
taken- a spoon and .-.aid, u Let us see 
what you aft? drinking? Oh, yes : 
tea! It wants a Hale suryar and 
crtam in il" If you who use it will 
drink a large share ol sugar and cream 
in it, it will not li htc i bat .same influence 
on your biomach as il" you drink it 
raw, I mean without the sugar and 
cream j % will not injure the coating 
of the stomach to the same extent. 
And if you adopt this practice, adding 
a little more uurjar and cream, and 
having your tea gradually weaker 
and weaker you may ilnaily get rid 
of it, * J 

1 1 ask again will we observe the 
Wonl or Wisdom? "No, we will 
not, unless we have a mind io." That 
is the answer. u IT we have a mind 
to and fed disposed to do so, we will 
observe it, but not wiihout." I say 
to all i be Eld rs uf Israel, if it nakes 
you sick and so sleepy that you 
cannot ke* p out of bed unless yon 
have tobacco, go to bed and there 
lie. Plow long? Until you can get 
up and go to your business like 
rational men, like tneu who have 
heads on their shoulders and who are 
not coniroled by iheir foolish appe- 
tites. I have said to my family, and 
I now say to all the sisters in the 
Church, if you can:iot get up and do 
your washing without a cup of tea in 
the morning, go to bed, and there 
lie. Plow long? Unul the influence 
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of tea is out of the system. Will it 
take a month ? No matter if it 
does; if it takes three months, six 
months, or a year, it <-s belter to lie 
there in bed until the i tluence of 
tea, coffee and liquor is out of the 
system, so that you may go about 
your business like ratio rial persons, 
than to gtvp way to these foolish 
habits. They are destructive to the 
human system ; they tileh money 
from our pockets, and they ucprive 
the poor of the necessaries o* life. 
Hundreds and thousand;-; could have 
teen brought here (o this Territory, 
where they could have had fuod to 
eat, raiment: to wear, and been taught 
so as to have a house uf their own, 
could have known how to build a 
good cabin, lived under their own 
roof and eaten their own bread ; 
whereas, now they are perishing by 
scores and hundred**. Do these habits 
rob the pour? Yes, they do. Bo 
they produce evil? Yes, they do. 
They do not bring that sweet satis- 
faction of the Spirit of God to our 
hearts and our feelings and aireetions 
that would come to us by the ob- 
servance of the Word of Wisdom, 
and using the means thus wasted to 
feed the poor and clothe ihe naked. 

A few words with regard to our 
tithes and offerings — a subject that 
was presented to the people yesterday. 
You come to the rich, that is, those 
who are best off, fur we cannot boast 
that anybody is rich in our com- 
munity, but those who have the most 
means, as a general tiling do the 
least. Our tithes and offerings are 
neglected ; the poor are needy, they 
want bread, and a little of something 
to make them comfortable. There 
may be a few, perhaps, sick In this 
Ward, and the next, aud so on 
through the Wards, and there is 
nothing contributed for their assist- 
ance. I know it is the disposition of 
many to turn round and say, "Wo 
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pay our tithing/* I want to inform 
the Latter-day Saints that since we 
have been in these vallevs there has 
not been one-tenth part of llio tithing 
paid into the Church (hat was due to, 
it j but every tiling that we can rake 
and scrape goes to ! he poor, and for 
the building of the kingdom of God, 
as it was designed ; and the poor and 
tha needy get pretty much all of it. 
If they do I do not know it. It 
is left in the hands of our agents and 
clerks, and I know it is dealt out to 
our workmen and the poor as long as 
wo have anything left. And then 
upon this God has blessed me suffi- 1 
ciently that I feed and clothe my* 
scores of poor, independent of the 
tithing office; a:id He will bless any 
man, any family, or any people who 
is liberal. As it is written in the 
good book, " The liberal man deviseth 
liberal thing*," and if he deviseth 
liberal things by bis liberality he 
shall stand, The Lord will bless 
that people thai is full of charity, 
kindness and ^ood works. When 
our monthly fast days come round, 
do we think of the poor ? If we do, 
we should send in our mite, no matter 
what it is. What is it to give ten or 
twenty pounds of flour, or a hundred 
pounds of flour? What is it to give 
a little meat, or sugar, or a little 
money, or w hatever is wanted ? Does 
it impoverish us? It does not. If 
this ptioplo have not been sustained 
by the hand of the Almighty, I ask 
how they have been sustained ? Could 
any oilier people have lived in these 
valleys except the Latter-day Saints? 
No, they could not. The elements 
would not have produced the corn, 
the wheat, the oats, the rye, the peas, 
the barley, the vegetables and the 
fruit T:icse elements in which we 
live would not have produced them 
for anybody else. But the Lord 
suffer* d us to be di iven here from our 
homes, and He promised us He would 


lead us into a goodlv land. He has 
done so. He has blessed the soil, the 
water and the atmosphere; He bag 
blessed the shining sun and the falling 
rain, and He lias forbidden the hoary 
frosts to" cut off on crops, as they did 
when we first came her^; and we 
have been sustained and preserved , 
and if the Lord Almighty hns nol done 
it, let some man tell who has. As 
far as my knowledge goes, the provi- 
dences of God have sustained this 
people, the hand of the Lord lias fed 
and Clothed them, and given them all 
they possess. We were not fit to live 
in Christian society; we we*e not 
worthy of the holiness, beauty, excel- 
Ien-.y and glory o? the Christian 
world, let our enemies tell the story; 
but they must drive us into the 
wilderness, thrre to perish as they 
thought. And if God has nol sus- 
tained us after all that we have passed 
through, let some one tell how we 
have been sustained. 

Will He sustain us in being covet- 
ous? No; Ie< the hearts of the 
people dry up with regard to the 
poor, in sending for those in foreign 
lands, in sending the Elders to the 
nations of the earth, in preaching the 
Gospel( in purifying ourselves here; 
let us neglect the Word of Wisdom, 
neglect our prayers, tithes, offerings 
donations, and public works, and see 
how much wo will enjoy the Spirit 
of the Lord. The danger now in the 
midst of the pcoplo arises from their 
neglect of these things; li leaves 
them in cold and darkness. See thp 
apostaey in our rmdsL ; see also the 
love of riches. The spirit of the 
world and of apostaey is prevalent 
here, and the people want stirring up, 
and sometimes I feel as if they wanted 
a rap on each side of the head to wake 
them up, thai they may see where 
they are going and what they axe 
doing, f 

How is it with most of those who 
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were our merchants here ? "A little! 
more of your money, brethren and 
sisters and the best of them are so 
to-day. I hardly know where I could 
draw the line of distinction between 
the just and the unjust ; between 
those who, while trading, let their 
avaricious, craving disposition control 
them, and those who den It justly. 
It is hard to draw the line between 
them, the feeling was so general* 
" A little more of your money, a little 
more wealth, a little more ease, a 
little more land, a little more means, 
a little finer house, a little better car- 
riage, a few more horses, a few more 
possessions; give ua your money, it is 
all we want of you." And that spirit 
is distributed among the people. 

I will stop right here and say to 
the Latter-day Sainte, I have sought 
to teach you how to get rich, but I 
never taught you to ntglect your 
duty; I never instructed ynu nor 
taught you to forsake the Lord ; and 
to-day I would rather not own one 
farthing, and take my valise in my 
hand, as I did at the rise of the 
Church, and travel among the nations 
of the earth, and beg my bread from 
door to door, than to neglect my duty 
and lose the Spirit of Almighty God. 
If I have wealth and cannot use it to 
the glory of God and the bnildiugup 
of His kingdom I ask the Lord to 
take it from me. But how is it with 
some of the people ? A little more 
ease, a little more ease to my eyelids; 
as the Prophet said, u a little more 
sleep and a little more slumber and a 
little more folding of the hands." 
Say somt, " We are pretty easy in 
circumstances, have quite enough to 
last us through life; but we want a 
little more for our children ; and 
when we get enough for them we 
want a little more for grand-children, 
and then a little more for our great- 
grand-children," and finally they 
never want to stop until they get the 
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whole world ; and, in very many 
cases, what they get will canker their 
souls and send them down to hell. 
It has been so in this Church from 
the beginning. 

I will say to you that we have tbt 
capacity to receive, but we need 
teaching continually. We had three 
sermons this morning, and we had 
not half enough ; and we shall keep 
this meeting two hours this afternoon; 
and w« might talk to each other again 
to-morrow morning, and continue 
until our hearts get full of the king- 
dom of God, and building it up and 
the establishment of peace and right* 
eousntss upon the earth. We are 
called, as it has been told yon, to 
redeem the nations of the earth. The 
fathers cannot be mad* perfect with- 
out us ; we cannot be made perfect 
without the fathers. There must be 
this chain in the holy Priesthood j it 
must be welded together from the 
latest generation that lives on the 
earth back to Father Adam, to bring 
back all that can be saved and placed— 
where they can receive salvation and 
a glory in some kingdom. This 
Priesthood has to do it ; this Priest- 
hood is for this purpose. God has 
revealed the plan of salvation, we 
know how to carry it out If we 
neglect this will we be justified ? No f 
we will not; we must carry out this 
plan of salvation, and in so doing we 
expect the whole world to be against 
us* It was revealed to nie in the 
commencement of this Church, that 
the Church would spread, prosper, 
grow and extend, and that in propor- 
tion to the spread of the Gospel 
among the nations of the earth, so 
would the power of Satan rise. It 
was told you here that Brother 
Joseph warned the Elders of Israel 
against false spirits. It was revealed 
to me that if the people did not 
receive the spirit of revelation that 
God had sent for the salvation of the 
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world, they would receive false spirits, 
and would have revelation. Men 
wonld have revelation, women would 
have revelation, the priest in the 
pulpit and the deacon under the 
pulpit would have revelation, and 
the people would have revelation 
enough to damn the whole nation, 
and nations of them, unless they 
would hearken to the voice of God. 
It was not only revealed to Joseph, 
but to your humble servant, that 
false spirits would be as prevalent 
and as common among the inhabitants 
of the earth as we now see them. 

Seeing that I have got on this 
thread, I will ask, Is there any reve- 
lation in the world ? Yes, plenty of 
it, We are accused of b*ing nothing 
more nor less than a people possessing 
what they term the higher order of 
Spiritualism. Whenever I see this 
in print, or hear it spoken, " Yon are 
right," say L Yes, we belong to that 
higher order of Spiritualism ; our 
revelations are from above, yours 
from beneath. This is the difference. 
We receive revelation from Heaven, 
you receive your revelations from 
every foul spirit that has departed 
this life, and gone out of the bodies 
of mobbers, murderers, highwaymen, 
drunkards, thieves, liars, and every 
kind of debauched character, whose 
spirits are floating around here, and 
searching and seeking whom they 
can destroy ; for they are the servants 
of the devil, and they are permitted 
to come now to reveal to the people." 
It was not so once, anciently or 
formerly, when there war no Priest- [ 


Priesthood, so has the devil revealed 
his, and there is quite a difference 


hood on the earth, no revelations 
from Heaven. Then the Lord 
Almighty shut up this evidence, and 
all intercourse between men on the 
earth and the foul spirits, so that the 
latter could not deceive and destroy 
the* former with their revelations. 
But God has spoken now, and so has 
the devil; Jtsus has revealed his 


between the two/ 
feet chain, the lin 


One forms a per- 
ssof which can not 


be separated ; one has perfect order, 
laws, rules, regulations, organization; 
it forms, fashions, makes, creates, 
produces, protects and holds in exist- 
ence the inhabitants of the earth in a 
pure and holy form of government, 
preparatory to their entering the 
kingdom of Heaven. The other is a 
rope of sand ; it is disjointed, jargon, 
confusion, discord, everybody receiv- 
ing revelation to suit himself. If I 
were disposed to go into their rings I 
could make every table, every dot, 
every particle of their revelations 
prove that Joseph Smith was a 
prophet of God. I could lay my 
hands on the table with them, and if 
I would consent to have the spirits 
wrap, I would make them prove every 
time that Joseph Smith was a 
piophet; but let me go, and another 
man come along, a wicked man, and 
he would have all the evidence he 
desired that Joseph was not a prophet 
of God. I could make them say f 
every time, that this is the Church 
of Christ ; while a wicked man might 
enter the circle and he would be told 
that this was not the Church of 
Christ ; and this is their sysfcm — it 
is confusion and discord. It is like 
a rope of sand. There is no order, 
no organization ; it cannot be reduced 
to a system, it is uncertain y. That 
is the difference between the two 
spiritual systems — yes, this is the 
higher order of spiritualism, to be 
led, governed and controled by law, 
and that, too, the law of heaven that 
governs and controls the Gods and 
the angels, There is no being in 
heaven that could endure there, that 
could abide the heavens unless he is 
sanctified, purified and glorified by 
law, and lives by law. But take the 
other party, and it is without law. 
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Well, wLu; U U ? Deal 1 ?. What Is 
thai ? Dissolution Or'i!-e body. And 
what vv ; !j be next? The sreond ' 
death, and I Vave rvcry person to 
specehue to suit Irn-sclf w-*h regard 
to thatj but the Scriptures say 
" Blessed Is he on whom tlie second 
death hath do p wei fuid thry who 
serve God a a l^ ep His -om/tia^d- 
menis i^at i-eccive »he holy Pi'est- 
hood u'" l lie Son o God, have some- 
thing teng-Ue, and f tluy llvr* 
accord h.g io his law Hie ae?o:id 
death ba.» nothing io do with them. 
They are above it, fre tvom t, ihey 
ar* masters of it, for they command 
in the a:\me of Jisu^and i her words 
are obeyed j and what they s.».y s'-al! 
be do ; sdonc. T is is iho authority 
thai God given. As the Scrpiures 
say, " Whatsoever j ou bind on eititb. 

ft * ^ 7 

gh:ilJ be bound in Loaves ; vad what* 
soever you loose on earth, is loosed 
in heaven; and whosesoever sins you 
remit on e^rth, shall be retail led to 
thetn in heaven ; and whosesoever s:ns 
ye I'eiabi on earth, a:e retained En 
heaven* 11 This is the .uthoi'Ily of the 1 
kiigdom of Cod on the earth, aud 
we possess ai:d cspeefcoiothing les*. 

Look a* tl :e Christian wor Id ! How 
many times "i. was said to rne, In my 
early rarecr: " Oh, if ilie Lord had 
spoken to srrh a man. to such a 
divine that wu have a!) confidence in; 
if the Lord had revealed His w ; 'I to 
that man, we c add have believed the 
whole thUi'*" The uord Abiilgbfy 
con Id a* do It Do yon K now the 
reason why ? I do. I was acq Gain led 
with so^e of i>e besi reformers that 
ever walked on tbc A^r lam eon- 
t incut, ns good Io aH rppea<anee as 
lived. They woJd s;<y : " We have 
prayed, wc have fasted, we l^ive 
Bon^h; , we have believed, we hnvchad 
faith vlk, t God was about to i e veal 
someihh ^ fi-om the heavenu bnt He 
has Hot revealed it tons." That was 
the trouble. They had their way 


njarked out before them, and if the 
Lord would not walk In that path 
(hey wo'tld vol have anything to do 
with Him, an 1 their coodocv proved 
it. When men say: "0 Lord, we 
n e fbe c'ay, yo a are the potter I 
Fashion, shape and make us, and da 
with us as seems good in Thy sight, 
only Jet us know Thy wIU, we are 
heve to perform whatever Thoe re- 
quires I : makes nie rhink of *hat 
second person ihal came forth in the 
heavens when ihe voice went forth : 
41 Who will redeem Ihe earth, who 
will go forth and rnako (he sacrifice 
fbr the earth and all thi jgs :i, con- 
tains ?" The eldest son said : " Here 
am If bit he did not say " send me. 1 * 
But the second one, which was 
" LncTcr, son of the movning," said t 
"Lord, he'# ani I, srud me, I will 
redeem every son and daughter of 
Adam and Eve that lives on Uieearih, 
or that ever goes on the earth* 
" But," says the Father, "that will 
not an.>\ve a< ..lb I give each and 
every individual his agency ; all must 
use thai m order to ga : n exaltation 
in my kingdom ; inasmuch a r . they 
have the power of choice they must 
exercise that power. They are my 
children ; the attribute* which yon 
■sec *n mc are -n my children aad they 
must use their agenry. If yon u ;der- 
take io save alt, you must save them 
in unrighteousness and corruption* 
You will be the man tbaL will say to 
the thief on the cross, to the mnrderer 
on the galluws, and to him v* r ho has 
killed his father^ moth r, brothers, 
and sisters and uttle ones, " jN'ow, if 
you will say, I repent nod believe on 
tlie Lord Jesus Chris! , or on the 
Savior *of the world, you shall be 
saved/' Tins is what alt the religious 
sects of the day are saying now, but - 
Jesus did not say any snch thing, 

How many churches ara there upon 
the earth ? Two. Let everybody 
speculate just as much as they please 
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about this, there are no more, and 
the earth aever sasv bac two, aod 
there never will cu Lm* Itvo, 1'* one 
is for good, whnfc musJ the other be ? 
"Why, for evil ? L o>ie is rig! t, what 
must the other ue? Why, wrong. 
And there camioi be two just right 
without bclrifv oue# The Father 
cannoi operate without the Sou, 
neither t :an the Son oiiciaie and 
operate without- the Father. They 
cannot divide their klngdoril, and one 
go to the t"#1h aad t!;e oiher to the 
left, like Abraham and Lot, when 
they divided Jiei:- siock; no, they 
musilive together ; they most be one, 
and labor together- and all cam 
efforts being for the salvauou of the 
human family, musi. be o^e. If they 
made a division they would fall. 
Consequently the Lord Jesus works 
just, as he *aid he would, "I'.ome 
Dot to do my own will, bet the w"U 
of Him thai sent me/ 5 He also said, 
••I do nothing of myself; but what 
I have seen the Father do, ihat does 
the Soil" u Whosoever has see j the 
Son has seen the Father," AjI this 
you know, with hundieds o^ other 
Scriptures and ^ est! monies had in 
ancient days, showing ihai; ink people 
mu&l be sanetitiud by law, they muse 
live according to that law ; and they 
must be justified, pu lined, and sanc- 
tified in ordct* tj iretiuto the kingdom 
of heaven, that is, the highest glory. 

That saying, " the highest glory," 
may give rise to a little speculation 
on the putt of some. Let me quote 
one passage of Scripture. When 
Jesus was about to go hence said he, 
U I will go aw*ay, bui I will not leave 
you comfortless, but I will send you 
another cond'uj ter," &fc I have not 
worded it exactly as it is in the 
Scriptures, thai, Is a little fuller. He 
then said, * 4 In my Father's house are 
many mansions, if it had not been so 
I would have told you; bat I go to 
prepare a place for you, that where I 


am there ye may be also/* What 
kind o f mansions did Jesus refer to ? 
This is a question which 1 shall not 
pretend to answer at this time, for I 
have not time; neither how many 
there are, nor the rule% laws and 
regulations that pertain to each. But 
Jesus said, "In my Father's house 
are many mansions j* 1 or, in other 
words, in mv Fathers dominion are 
many houses, apartments, degrees, 
etc. Well, what does this signify, if 
ic cloos not mean in my Father's 
bouse or dominions are many grades 
and degrees of glory ? Kow speculate 
just as much as you please; it is no 
matter how much you say or think 
or reflect upon ihis. There is space, 
and in that space there are mansions 
or kingdoms which God has prepared 
for His children to inhabit, according 
to their several capacities. We shall 
all go somewhere, and all upon whom 
the second death has no power will 
live eternally. We want to prepare 
for that mansion that Jesus went to 
prepare for his disciples. 

The whole world of wickedness is 
opposed to this kingdom ; but when 
they reduce every doctrine and prin- 
ciple that is believed in and preached 
by the Latter-day Saints, ihey will 
not find one iota, I will be as par- 
ticular as Bro. Carrincrton was in 
defining the wisdom and power of 
man, and 1 will say there is not the 
clot of an i nor the crossing of a t that 
makes anything against the welfare 
of the human family for time or 
eternity ; but all for comfort, help, 
satisfaction, glory and immortality ; 
and all for the glory of God, to be 
crowned with glory and eternal lives 
in the presence of the Father and the 
Son, Every doctrine and principle 
that is believed in and taught by the 
Latter-day Saints leads, guides and 
directs man mto the presence of the 
Father and the Son. May God help 
us to take that path. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER LORENZO SNOW, 
Delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, Jan, 23, 1870 


(Reported hj Jchn Grimshaw.) 


THE GOSPEL* 


In addressing an assembly of 
Saints, I expect the benefit of their 
prayers, without the ceremony of 
asking, being assured that they are 
aware as well as I am that our teach- 
ings find administrations in the Gospel 
of life are blessed to us according to 
our faith and prayers, and the dili- 
gence we give and the attention we 
bestow, 

I propose to make some general 
observations upon the Gospel and its 
administrations, and in relation to its 
effects when received, and the im- 
portant blessings derived by this 
community through its divine power 
and virtue. This Gospel, which God 
has commanded us to ofler to the 
world, is an order or system of things, 
simple, plain, and may be easily 
understood. In regard to its prin- 
ciples, the nature of its requirements, 
and the precise kind and character 
of its blessings and promises, no one, 
however ignorant or unlearned, needs 
be left in the dark any great length 
of time j but may discover its golden 
truths, and the emblazoned mark of 
divinity in its arrangements as dis- 
tinctly, as speedily as Naaman, the 
Captain of the Assyrian host, found 
divine virtue and the hand of Divinity 
in the order prescribed to him by 
Elijah, through which his leprosy 
was removed. In his case, the order 
of obtaining miraculous blessings — 
viz,: to immerse seven times in 
Jordan, as prescribed by Elijah — 


wis so simple, so plain, and in regard 
to the knowledge of its divine effi- 
cacy, so easy of ascertainment, that 
the great Captain, at first, was ex- 
ceedingly wrathy at the idea that 
God should propose to work upon 
him through such easy means and 
simple forms ; but the order, through 
which he could be healed of his 
leprosy was prescribed of God through 
the Prophet, and finally the Assyrian 
officer, through the plain, common- 
sense reasoning of his servant, con- 
cluded to waive his objections, and 
comply with the requirements, and 
having done so, he received the pro- 
mised blessing. The first principles 
of the Gospel which we offer, and 
which put men in possession of the 
revelations of God and of a knowledge 
of this work, are precisely as simple, 
plain, and as easy of understanding, 
a& the order before alluded to, through 
which the Heavens were opened in 
Naaman's behalf 

The Gospel was brought to our 
respective habitations far remote from 
these mountain vales. It found us 
citizens of many nations, speaking 
our respective languages, each pos- 
sessing his peculiar * notions and 
prejudices, with his associations, and 
a strong attachment to kindred, 
friends and country. However un- 
pleasant, unkind, unjust and incon- 
sistent it might appear at first ; yet 
we clearly foresaw that, in receiving 
this Gospel, we should be compelled 
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to break tip those associations, and 
sever those attachments, leaving the 
lands of our nativity, and going forth 
with our wives and children to a 
distant land, of which we had but 
little knowledge. But a similar re- 
quisition was made upon the House 
of Israel, in the land of Egypt ; also 
npon Noah and his family, and upon 
Abraham and the family of Lot, in 
the City of Sodom; and upon the 
families of Lehi and Ishmael, as 
mentioned in the Book of Mormon, 
But in the provisions of the Gospel 
which was offered to us, there were 
fairness and safety; it proposed to 
give ns, through obedience to its 
requirements, a perfect knowledge of 
its Divine authenticity, so that in 
leaving our kindred, breaking up our 
social relations, and going forth from 
our native land, we should first 
t>ecome perfectly assured that it was 
no human contrivance, something ' 
gotten up to effect some political 
purpose, or satisfy some worldly 
ambition, to achieve some private end 
through human cunning and crafti- 
ness. The Gospel was plain and 
simple in its requirements ; and there 
could be no mistaking the precise 
nature and character of its blessings 
and promises, nor the manner and 
time in which they were to be reached. 
The first feature in this system, which 
struck us with surprise, and arrested 
our attention, was its perfect simi- 1 
larity, in all its parts, with the Gospel 
as recorded in the New Testament. 
It required repentance, and a forsak- 
ing of sins, immersion in waUr for the 
remission of sins, with a promise that, 
through the laying on of hands by 
those having authority, people should 
receive the Holy Ghost, by which 
should come a knowledge of the truth 
of the doctrine. Another remarkable 
feature which called forth our most 
serious consideration, was the solemn [ 
testimony of the Elders, that they I 


possessed the right to administer 
these sacred ordinances, by virtue of 
the holy priesthood committed to 
Joseph Smith, through the ministra- 
tion of the Apostles, Peter, James 
and John. And furthermore, that 
the solemn and most important facts 
should be revealed to every man upon 
his faithful obedience to the Gospel 
requirements. In these propositions, 
though at first seemingly strange, we 
saw everything was plain, fair and 
honorable. In doing what they re- 
quired, we should only do, in fact, 
what as true-hearted believers in the 
ancient Gospel, we ought to do, and if 
we failed to receive the promised 
blessings, and thereby proved the 
Elders testimony false, our religious 
condition would nevertheless be then 
as good as any other Christian's, and 
a little better, perhaps, because we 
should have approached a little nearer 
to the doctrines of the Scripture, 
inasmuch as their true forms and 
ceremonies were concerned. Of 
course, in this case, having proved to 
our satisfaction that there was no 
Holy Ghost, no supernatural mani- 
festations, no knowledge, no revela- 
tions accompanying the Elders 1 ad- 
ministrations of the Gospel, no human 
persuasion, no cunning sophistry 
could have induced us to leave our 
homes and friends to embark in a 
scheme which our common sense 
taught us would eventuate in bitter 
disappointment and inevitable ruin ; 
but like other Christians, continued 
in the enjoyment of friends and home, 
groping our way through religious 
darkness, expecting nothing, hoping 
nothing, and receiving nothing. But 
the fact that I am now speaking to 
assembled thousands of intelligent 
and enlightened people, who received 
this Gospel with the aforementioned 
fond considerations and lively expec- 
tations, gathered here by their own 
free will and choice, out of almost 
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every nation, demons bra les most 
clearly, most forcibly, and most 
solemnly, thai', this scheme of life, 
tins Gospel as proclaimed by Joseph 
Smith, has been shown to by the 
revelations of ibe Almighty, thai it 
is undcui.ibly His will, His wotd and 
His message; noi only ihis, but. we 
find within ourselves a fixed purpose, 
au unalterable resolution lo do, if 
need h& $ what many of lis have 
already done — show the sincerity of 
our convictions of these solemn troths, 
through sacrificing all vvc possess, not 
even holding our lives as dear to us 
as this Lvligiou. There was yet 
another prominent feature embraced 
in ihis order of ihings — viz., where it 
found people in poverty, misery, and 
in a condition but little above starva- 
tion, iL spoke In positive terms of 
future relief and effectual deliverance. 
It did not simply say, 11 Be ye warmed 
and lx? yc clothed," but h declared 
plainly, and in district terms, that 
the Lord had s^cn their bondage and 
oppression, and heard iheh cries of 
sorrow und misery, and had now sent 
them His Gospel fov iheir deliverance, 
and would lead them hi to circum- 
stance of independence, where they 
could supply their own wants and 
necessities. Here, again, was some* 
thing fair and consistent and worthy 
of all praise and admiration, and 

characteristic of ouv Great Parent, 

which we discover in all of His 
dispensations, when they are in actual 
working ordei., as they were in the 
case of Noah; and in calling Israel 
and making them an independent 
people; likewise as in calling Lehi to 
establish a people upon this continent, 
as well as in many other instances, 

A religion or system is of little 
account where it possesses no virtue 
nor power to better a man's condition, 
spiritually, intellectually, morally and 
physically, Enoch's order of the 
Gospel did for his people all this, and 


it has don* ;he same In every instance, 
when preached in us purity and 
obeyed in vjceriiy. Many of tlie 
thousands of persons In these beautiful 
valleys who formerly were compelled 
to subsist wi b their wives and chil- 
d en in a half-starved "ondilioil, not 
owning an habitation, nor a foot of 
land, nor a horse, cow, pig, nor 
chickens, in fact nothing they could 
call thci own, subjec> a any moment, 
through t iie whim of their employer, 
to be turned inio the streets, miserable 
beggars, now own eabinev shops, 
factories, mills, flocks and/ herds, 
beautiful gai dens and orchards, pro- 
ductive farms, wagons and carriages; 
dwelling 13 iheir own houses in com- 
fort able and easy circumstances. K'o 
one has any apprehension of starva- 
tion within the jurisdiction of tho 
Latter-day Saints. The Gospel pro- 
posed thene blessings at Its announce- 
ment, and I hey have been most 
miraculously accomplished. No other 
religious sys'em could have achieved 
such things, nor dared any other 
Christian donomination venture to 
send out its missionaries without 
purse or scrip, and without a college 
education to stave to the people that 
they had authority from God to 
administer the sacred ordinances of 
the Gospel, through which should be 
revealed tangible evidence and know- 
ledge of its divinity, and of iheir 
being authorized *o administer it and 
take ihe people from a state of 
poverty, and lead them hou^nds of 
miles and despite every obsmclo 
establish them as a comparatively 
independent people in the midst of a 
wild desr » t country. Had they found 
the people poor, friendless and with- 
oat the meaiis of living, and in 
servitude not much better ;han the 
Egyptian bondage, as we found many 
of them, they could have imparted 
no cbcciiog news ol au approaching 
salvation from the Cod of Heaven ; 
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but could only have instructed them 
(o be contented and reconciled with 
their unhappy lot ; and In no earte 
must look for any new revelation or 
any miraculous interposition. 

What philanthropises have wis tied 
to accomplish and have often at- 
tempted, the Lord *s now doing vpon 
a magnificent scale in fchn greaj 
American desert, yiourishifljseitle- 
ments, towns and are rapidly 

being luil. , extending ore ■ ;i distance 
of 500 miles l# n length, ijaudreds of 
miles in width, through tlio untiring 1 
energy and perseverance of a people 
formerly totally ignorant of such 
labors* Ju these cities people live In 
harmony and peace, and robberies, 
grog shops, gambling hells, houses 
of ill-fame and piostiluies are not 
known in any of our numerous [owns 
and cities, except in some inslancos 
where Christian, so-called, possess a 
footing and an influence; everywhere 
else this community flourishes with- 
out these demoralizing institutions. 
No one, however prejudiced he may 
be, can scarcely avoid acknowledging 
the palpable fact that ihis scheme of 
things lias conferred marvelous bless- 
ings upon thousands and te is of 
thousands in the way of putting them 
in possession of the mea js of sustain- 
ing themselves, nuer having delivered 
them from oppression and tyranny, 
little better than African slavery; 
and no doubt, our legislators at Wash- 
ington, one and all, would give us 
credit for our indefatigable and suc- 
cessful labors in establishing an ex- 
tensive and flourishing colony upon 
a portion ofou? government's domain, 
formerly inhabited only by savages 
and wild beasts, provided we would 
allow this work was of mau and not 
of God — thai it bad been accom- 
plished through the artifice and 
wisdom of man, and not by the power, 
wisdom and revelations of God. 

Joseph Smith, whom God chose to 


establish this work, was poor and 
uneducated, and belonged io no 
popular denomination o' 1 Christians, 
fle was a me' e boy, honest fall of 
integrity, unacquainted wih the 
tricKvy, cunnrng and sophist y em- 
ployed by the politicians and the 
religious hypocrite to accomplish 
their ends. Like Moses !»e fell in- 
competent and unqualified for the 
tr:sk ? to st:rnd for lU as a religious 
reformer, »n a position the most un- 
popular to baUlc agains; opinions 
and creeds which oavo stood fur ages, 
having had the sanction of men, the 
most profound in theological obe~ 
dience ; but God had called him to 
deliver the poor and honest- hearted 
of all nations from iheir spiritual and 
temporal thraldom. And Cod pro- 
mised him that whosoever should 
receive and obey his message, and 
whosoever would receive baptism for 
remission of sins, wiih honesty of 
purpose, should receive divine mani- 
festations, should I'eceive the Huly 
Ghost, should ireeive the same Gospel 
and blessings as were promised and 
obtained through the Gospel, as 
preached by the ancieiiL Apostles, and 
this message, this promise, was to be 
in force whenever and to whomsoever 
it should he carried by the Eiders, 
God's authorized messengers. So 
said Joseph Smith, the uneducated, 
the unsophisticated, the plain, simple, 
honest boy. It is through the virtue 
and force of :his boy's statement that 
I speak this rfte noon t:j assembled 
thousands- In the integrity of my 
heart, with houesty of purpose to 
know the truth, 1 received this mes- 
sage ; I obeyed this form of Gospel, 
and I received, in the most tangible 
and satisfactory manner, a divine 
manifestation, the promised blessing, 
a knowledge of this work* Am I the 
only witness ? How is it with the 
expeiience of the thousands whom I 
now address ? Are you also witnesses ? 
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If you are not, I ask you in the name 
of common sense, why are you here ? 
Why did you leave your homes and 
countries, giving your sanction to the 
truth of a system which promised you 
divine manifestations, but which you 
failed in experiencing ? Being honest 
ourselves, if we cannot bear a solemn 
testimony of having received divine 
manifestations of the great fact that 
God Himself has founded this system 
of things, then it becomes a serious 
fact that we are witnesses, and in 
truth the only proper witnesses, that 
this whole plan and pretension of 
Joseph Smith is a sheer falsehood, a 
miserable fabrication. It will be 
recollected that this Gospel message 
proposed to give us divine manifesta- 
tions through doing certain specified 
acts ; we have performed those acts 
precisely in the manner indicated. 
No one else but we ourselves has 
attempted to conform to this arrange- 
ment, consequently, no other people 
are prepared to be witnesses either 
for or against this system. 

The Gospel, as recorded in the 
New Testament, in its promises and 
provisions, was precisely similar. It 
required certain specified acts to be 
done, with promises that divine 
manifestations should follow their 
performance. Jesus said : " He that 
will do the will of God, shall know of 
the doctrin£\" Peter said, on Pente- 
cost day, "Repent and be baptized 
for the remission of sins, and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost/' Again, Jesus said : " These 
signs shall follow them that believe," 
etc. A multitude of testimonies could 
be adduced from the New Testament, 
showing that divine manifestations 
and perfect knowledge were promised 
to and were actually received in a 
specified and tangible form by those 
who then obeyed the Gospel. Those 
who obeyed its requirements were the 
only competent witnesses for or 


against its divine authenticity. After 
honestly complying with its requisi- 
tions — viz., repenting of and forsaking 
their sins, being immersed in water 
for the remission of sins, and receiving 
the ordinance of the laying on of 
hands, then had they failed to receive 
the Holy Ghost, with its gifts and 
promised knowledge and attendant 
signs, they would have seen that the 
entire apostolic scheme of salvation 
rested on a baseless fabric. 

When this Gospel, or order of 
th ings which we have received, was 
presented to us, we carefully compared 
it with the Gospel recorded in tke 
Scriptures, and found it alike pre- 
cisely in every particular, as regarded 
its forms, ordinances and the authority 
to administer them, its promise of 
the Holy Ghost and of the signs that 
should follow, together with a pro- 
mise of a knowledge of its divinity. 
In many instances it was brought to 
us by men with whose character we 
were perfectly familiar, and for whose 
honesty and integrity we could vouch t 
who would solemnly state, in private 
and in public, that through an obe- 
dience to its requirements, they had 
obtained, in a tangible form, a perfect 
knowledge of its Heaven-born prin- 
ciples. This was my experience, and 
after having complied with its de- 
mands, and thereupon received a 
knowledge of its genuineness, and 
having obtained authority to preach 
and administer its ordinances, I com- 
menced forthwith to proclaim it to 
the world; and no doubt there are 
persons in this audience, out of dif- 
ferent nations, to whom I have ad- 
ministered this Gospel that can 
witness to its virtue and efficacy. 
Thirty-five years I have been em- 
ployed in forwarding the interests of 
this order of things, and you are the 
proper judges wither it be of God 
or of man. We have the same Gospel 
the primitive churches had, and the 


same knowledge and evidence they 
had of its divine authenticity, and 
just as honest and brave men to preach 
it as they had, men that have proved 
their integrity through sacrifice as 
great as the Elders of the primitive 
churches ever made* The testimony 
of our Elders is as valid and worthy 
of credit as the testimony of their 
Elders. Our Apostles who are living, 
are as honest as the Agpstles of the 
New Testament, and their testimony 
is as worthy of rfedit, so far as 
they live and speak according to the 
Scriptural law and testimony- If 
this order of things which we have 
obeyed is not the Gospel — if these 
evidences, these manifestations, this 
knowledge, this Holy Ghost, these 
deliverances from misery, bondage, 
and starvation, and being placed in 
happy and comfortable circumstances, 
living together in peace and harmony, 
build ins: beautiful towns and cities, 
free from demoralizing institutions, 
be not the legitimate fruits of the 
working of a pure and holy system, 
established by God through Joseph 
Smith, we shall be compelled to 
question the genuineness of the Gospel 
in the former- day Saints, as recorded 
of the New.Testameut. 

By some it has been argued that 
Joseph Smith and his prominent 
Elders were the most corrupt, wicked 
and infamous of impostors, but his 
followers, the Latter-day Saints in 
general, though deceived, were very 
good people and perfectly honest in 
their religions opinions. 

From what I have already said in 
regard to the operations and effects of 
i his scheme, it is easy to be seen that, 
if it be an imposition, it is not eon- 
fined exclusively to the leaders of this 
people, but this whole community are 
actively and knowingly engaged in 
this stupendous work of deception 
and hypocrisy ; and by the way, as I 
before hinted, if this could be proved 
No. 19. 


to be the case, we should be compelled 
to the belief that the former- day 
Saints also had been engaged in the 
same disgraceful business. More than 
one hundred thousand people now 
dwelt in these valleys, many of them 
having come from distant climes and 
nations; in this great fact they 
willingly and knowingly exhibit to 
the world a clear and powerful testi- 
mony, more expressive and forcible 
than any language could command, 
that they did undeniably and most 
positively receive, through the ordi- 
nances of this Gospel, administered 
unto them by our Elders, a knowledge 
of this work, through the divine 
manifestations of the Almighty, 

But it may be objected that, 
whereas this community were found 
by our missionaries in great poverty 
and distress, therefore they obeyed 
the Gospel and emigrated here to 
better their circumstances financially, 
without any regard to its truth or 
falsity, as a divine system. This 
might be true in some instances, but 
impossible as regards its application 
to this people as a community; Such 
persons who received this work, not 
with religious motives, not with honest 
convictions of its divine requirements, 
but solely for the loaves and fishes, 
cannot possibly abide the test to 
which every man's faith, sooner or 
later, must be brought, but will have 
their dishonesty and hypocrisy ex- 
posed, and will apustatize, Hundreds 
of my brethren, Elders of this Church, 
full of godly zeal, animated with the 
purest motives, having obtained a 
knowledge of the will of God, have 
left their wives and children, every- 
thing that the heart holds most dear, 
and gone forth to the nations, without 
compensation, and called on all to 
repent and turn their hearts to the 
Lord, obey the Gospel, and they 
should receive the Holy Ghost, which 
should w lead them into all truth, and 
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show them thing's to come/' and it 
should he their guide and monitor, a 
principle of revelation, remaining 
with them Ih rough life, provided they 
preserved their honesty and integrity, 
and were faithful in keeping the com* 
rnnndments of God, devoting their 
time, their means, their talents, their 
all, to the b ilding up of the Kingdom 
of Cud, These duties were required, 
these blessings promised in the preach- 
ing of the Gospel by our missionaries 
and the prominent Elders of this 
C h urch . To obtai n 1 igh t, a know 1 edge 
cf the ill of God, to get the true 
religion as now revealed through the 
Gospel, divine manifest at ions regard- 
ing the truth of the doctrine, as 
taught by Joseph Smith, was the first 
and all-absorbing proposition pre- 
sented to the people. 

Now, whether these Elders and 
missionaries were miserable impos- 
tors, promulgating base falsehoods or 
not, is, of course, a question of grave 
consideration; and it is a matter of 
far greater importance, and of more 
curious inquiry, whether this people, 
as a community, having failed to 
receive those divine manifestations, 
kept silent as to that important and 
vital fact, and came here to practice 
hypocrisy in religion, and thus fasten, 
irresistibly, on our children and future 
generations, a system of falsehoods 
for a divine religion. Joseph Smith 
affirmed that Peter, James and John 
visited him and gave hiui authority 
to administer the holy ordinances of 
the Gospel, through which every 
honest- hearted man was promised the 
Holy Ghost, and a perfect knowledge 
of the doctrine. Our Elders simply j 
affirm having received a divine know- 
ledge of the fact that this Gospel w as 
t heaven-born institution, and through 
its virtue and divine force every 
honest-hearted man might obtain this 
same knowledge, I had been a mem- 
ber of this Church but a few days 
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when I obtained, through a divine 
manifestation, a clear, explicit, and 
tangible knowledge of the truth of 
this work. Thousands and tens of 
thousands of Latter-day Saints, men 
and women, in private life, could 
testify to the same experience, and 
though I may know many things in 
regard to this doctrine which in their 
limited experience, they may not 
understand, yet in this one fact they 
are equal \\ 'nf\ me in knowledge, equal 
with the messengers who administered 
to them this Gusjftl, k 

I wish now to examine another 
prominent feature connected with this 
Gospel religion. An important item 
which was put forward prominently 
wherever this Gospel was announced, 
was that its followers should have 
abundance of persecutions, and would 
probably, in the progress of their new 
life, be compelled to make the most 
serious sacrifices of wife, children, 
houses and lands, spoiling of gout:*, 
and even life itself, perhaps. No 
persons are properly prepared to enter 
upon this new life until they have 
formed within themselves this reso*^ 
lutiom The Savior, the Apostles, 
Joseph Smith and our Elders, when 
offering the people this great system 
of salvation, told them clearly and 
distinctly it required sacrifices of the 
most serious and trying nature- — that 
it would bring persecutions, change 
our best friends into bitter and relent- 
less enemies, and that instances would 
arise when people, in their confused 
notions of right and wrong, would 
even conceive they \Vere doing God 
service in taking our lives. These 
were dull and forbidding prospects to 
a rational person, in being proselytized 
to a system whose truths he could not 
know, but only guess at, by w T hat he 
was told, or read somewhere. Every 
man and every woman, before receiv- 
ing a system of such sacrifices, would 
require a positive assurance, that a 
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t permit me a?nin to 


submission to its requirements wculd 
bring indisputable knowledge of its 
real divinity, so that, after having 
obtained a divine witness of its 
genuineness, they could willingly, 
cheerfully, understandingly, and with 
a resolution inspired bv divinity, 
move onward over the pathway of 
persecuting and sacrifice, traversed in 
sill Hir^s by the mart r red Saints and 
Prophets. 

0;i this poi 
quo :e what Jesus promised* viz, : 
11 Blessed art thou t 'Simon Barjonah, 
flesh and blood hatlj not revealed it 
nolo thee, bat my Father in Heaven, 
and upon this rock will I bnild my 
ehurch, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it/ 1 Peter had 
obtained a revelation which Jesus 
culled a rock, which every man might 
receive individually* to himself and 
bail i upon with pnfect assurance and 
.safety, upon which he could found all 
his hopes and prospects cf salvation. 
Peter, at Pentecost, pro' nisei the 
Holy Ghos* to all who would be bap- 
tized, or in other words, obey the 
Gospel Th& Holy Ghost would im- 
part the ]cro-v]i dge which would con* 
stitutc the rock of revelation upon 
which the Savior said his people 
should lie established. This people 
have their 1 opes and prospects of 
peace and happiness in this life and 
in the life to come, resting and 
grounded upon this rock of revelation, 
and we are the only religious com- 
munity which dares profess to occupy 
such ?i Scriptural position, and our 
claims upon the Savior's promise, 
that hell shall not prevail against a 
people so established, give us pence, 
tranquility, unshaken confidence, and 
a pleasing and happy assurance of 
security in the mid»s£ of all kinds of 
display of threatened ruin and over- 
throw, 

It is the people, the masses — not 
exclusively their leaders — who have 


this knowledge and boldly testify of 
its possession. The astronomer may 
know of many laws and phenomena 
connected with the sun and its move- 
ments through ethereal space; but as 
regards the simple fact that it exists 
and shines upon the earth, millions 
know it as well as himself President 
Brigbam Sewing, or even Joseph 
Smith, so far as respects the simple 
fact that this Gospel, which we pi each, 
as a divine institnl I »n, never professed 
to have a knowledge more perfect, 
more convincing more satisfactory, 
than tens of thousands in these valleys* 
who never arose to address a public 
audience J This system of things, in 
its nature, in the character of its 
origin, the manner of its operations, 
and in the purposes for which it was 
designed, coupled with the fact that 
men of honest hearts can and will 
apprehend and appreciate divine 
truth, is such that it cannot be de- 
stroyed* A person honest, full of 
integrity and love for the interest and 
happiness of his species, having ex- 
plored this long untrodden path and 
made this grand and glorious dis- 
covery, will not and cannot keep 
silence, but despite threatened oppo- 
sition, however fierce and terrific, will 
boldly declare the solemn fact, spend- 
ing and mult : plvmg the divine in- 
telligence, and if ho required, will seal 
this testimony with his own lite a 
blood. ' 1 

Should the prominent men of this 
Church, together with tens of thou- 
sands of its Uders, be swept away by 
our enemies, the Gospel would still 
survive, and with unabated force and 
vigor, still continue its irrepressible 
operations. So long as one solitary 
Elder, however unlearned, obscure or 
possessing an honest heart, remain 
alive upon the earth, these holy and 
sacred truths will be avowed and 
vindicated, order and proper authority 
continue their peaceful and happy 


reign, and Elders with hearts over- gather together, the Kingdom of God 
flowing with love and heaven born- continue to be established, and the 
zeal, go forth to the nations, churches suggestive and inspired sayings of the 
spring up in every land and clime, Prophet Daniel be literally and em- 
Saints increase and multiply and I phatically accomplished. 
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WRITTEN SERMONS AND EXTEMPORE PREACHING — THE PRIESTHOOD — 

OPPOSITION TO IT, 


In rising before the Saints I ever 
feel a desire to be guided and inspired 
by the light of the Holy Spirit to 
speak as the circumstances and condi- 
tion of the people require. It is not 
as I used to observe in my boyhood. 1 
I would hear our minister pray the 1 
Lord to give him His Spirit to dictate 
and indite precisely such matter as 
should be suited to the wants and 
condition of the assembly, and then 
he would open his Bible and slip in 
his written pamphlet and read a 
sermon. Now, I confess that I never 
had such remarkable answers to my 
prayers on this subject. The Lord 
furnished it to him already written 
and pointed plainly, and he had 
nothing to do but to rend it. Whe- 
ther preaching by notes in this way 
is the better policy or not is doubted 
by many of the Protestant churches ; 
but I believe it is the custom among 
most of them. There are some clergy- 
men who differ from this rule, think- 
ing probably that, if a man sits in his 
study and composes his discourse, he 


does not have the spirit of delivering 
it and enforcing it upon his audience 
as if it were delivered extemporary* 

With the Latter-clay Saints the 
idea of writing scinions or preparing 
addresses beforehand is entirely dis- 
carded, it never was pract iced amongst 
them. It was the order of God to 
choose the weak things of the world. 
The learned, as a general thing, 
scouted the idea of the Lord revealing 
Himself to an ignorant man like 
Joseph Smith, or of Joseph Smith 
having faith to obtain knowledge 
from God. I know they used to say, 
" Why did not the Lord call upon a 
learned man who has devoted his 
whole life to the study of divinity if 
He wanted anything done?" The 
real fact was they thought they knew 
too much, they would not listen to 
anything the Lord might have to 
say. He simply called upon Joseph, 
because he got puzzled with hearing 
those learned men preach. He had 
heard them preach four or five dif- 
ferent doctrines, and then had seen 
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them quarrel over the converts; he 
went humbly to God and asked Him, 
according to the advice given by the 
Apostle James, who says, "If any 
lack wisdom let him ask of God, who 
giveth to all men liberally and up- 
braideth not." Joseph Smith was ! 
just foolish and simple enough to 
take this advice, and he went humbly 
before the Lord and asked Him which 
was the right way, and the Lord 
showed him. To bo sure, I have 
heard, in theory, sentiments of this 
kind in the sectarian world. I have 
beard men pray the Lord for a pente- 
cost in their meetings. You know 
on the day of Pentecost the disciples 
prophecied, and spoke in so many 
tongues that devout men from almost 
every nation under heaven, assembled 
in Jerusalem, heard the Gospel 
preached in the language in which 
they were born. Now, if any such 
event should take place in a Christian 
church in modern times there would 
be a very great excitement, the people 
would be alarmed, they do not believe 
in any such thing. The gifts of the 
Spirit — tongues, prophecy, <fca, were 
done away with long ago, they say, 
and they are governed by the written 
word , and they differ very much in 
their interpretation of that written 
word. 

Joseph Smith ^taught that every 
man and woman should seek the 
Lord for wisdom, that they might 
get knowledge frum Him who is the 
lountain of knowledge; and the 
promises of the Gospel, as revealed, 
were such as to authorize us to believe, 
that by taking this course we should 
gain the object, of our pursuit. " He 
that believes in me," says the Savior, 
"the works that I do he shall do 
also ; and greater works than these, 
because I go to the Father." We 
find that, when the Savior commenced 
his mission, he came to John and was 
■baptized of him ia Jordan, thus 


setting an example for others to 
follow; and he declared that those 
who believed in him must take up 
their cross and follow him. He 
furthermore promised them that, in 
rendering obedience to his doctrines, 
they should receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost and be bom of the Spirit; 
and that by the light of the Spirit he 
would lead them into all truth and 
make known to them things to come. 

How many of us Latter-day Saints 
are living up to this calling and in 
the light of this Spirit ? How many 
of us are guided as we ought to be by 
the light of the Holy Ghost ? Have 
not many of us become careless, 
thoughtless, negligent, heedless, and 
turned away to the right or to the 
left, and fallen info snares and tempta- 
tions, and suffered ourselves to be led 
astray by false spirits and the doc- 
trines of devils ? 

The Apostle says the Lord set in 
His Church Apostles, prophets, evan- 
gelists, pastors and teachers, that they 
who believe might be no more chil- 
dren, carried away by every wind of 
doctrine, by the cunning craftiness of 
those who lie in wait to deceive. 
Hunt the world for this organization 
and you cannot find it except among 
the Latter-day Saints ; it does not 
exist any where else, that is, so far as 
travel and a knowledge of humanity 
have developed. I remember once 
going to a Baptist chmch when quite 
a youth. I asked the gentleman at 
the door what church it was. He 
said it was the Church of Christ, 
Said I, " What Apostle built it up ? " 
He said, "There are no Apostles in 
these days." " Well," I remarked, 
" Paul tells us that God sets in His 
Church first Apostles/ 1 "Oh," he 
replied, "the organization of the 
priesthood, with its authority and 
power, as mentioned in the New 
Testament, is done away." That is 
the (rouble throughout Christendom. 
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This man to whom I r 


asserted 


however that they had the priesthood 
in the Baptist Church, and (hat it 
had descended to them through the 
Waldenses, This idea naturally sets 
Tin to inquire who the Waldene.-'S were. 
One Peter Waldo, we are told by 
Buck, was a merchant who used a 
certain portion of his fortune in 
hiring a monk to translate the four 
Gospels; and on the strength of this 
work lie commenced preach ing and 
gathered around him fl number of 
persons who believed in his doctrines. 
They were severely persecuted by the 
Catholic Church , which anathematized 
them ait',! inflicted upon them every 
penalty in irs powor — even excom- 
munication, sword and fire* Notwith- 
standing all this the Waldenses 
progressed, and (heir doctrines and 
the work they performed was a 
nursery for the Reformation, 

But so fat as the question of piiest- 
hood is concerned, if the Catholic 
Church had the authority, it cut the 
Waldenses off; and if it had none, all 
the Waldenses had was derived from 
it, for the Waldenses were seceders 
from the Catholic Church. The 
result is that the Baptists could have 
no priesthood except hy special reve- 
latiou, aud to this thev lay no claim 

m m 

whatever* 

The same rule will apply to other 
denominations; fur I believe all of 
them have to acknowledge that they 
received, either directly or indirectly, 
their priesthood originally from the 
Roman Catholic Church. Now if 
that church is not true, the priest- 
hood which came from it could not 
be true; if their pi-ie.* limed' and 
authority were genuine and bonaftde^ 
their expulsion of the so-called Re- 
formers would have its effect; the 
result is that, viewed in any light 
whatever, these various denomina- 
tions are left without a duly authorised 
and legal priesthood. Unless the 


Catholic Church had if", they could 
not receive it from i! ; ai,d if the 
Ca' holies did have it they cut the 
Reformers off, or expelled them. If 
you talk with the various Protestant 
denominations about these points they 
Will tell you that the Ca! ho] ic Church- 
had degenerated, that it, bad ^cme 
into darkness, was anti-Christ, and 
all this sort of thing, which doubtless 
was correct ; and according to modern 
revelation this must be true ; and 
being true, we are urged to the con- 
clusion that all the seels and partita 
of the religious world are wandering 
in daikness. 

Now ono denomination out of five 
or six hundred, moi-e or less, the 
number grown out of the original 
Church, might probably bj enrrect; 
but it is quite certah 1 Unit no two of 
thern, differing in faith and pi notice, 
could be; ami under ihe^e circum- 
stances the dhlicultv would he to 
detc ratine which was right. It was 
in this position of perplexity and 
doubt that Joseph Smith, whs placed 
when he went and asked the Lord to 
tell him which was right ; and tho 
Lord revealed to him, tlmmLh aa 
holy angel, that they were ul\ wrong, 
and said He: " I c:dl tfpon you to go 
and preach the Gospel in simplicity 
and purity/' The result was that 
the Elders went forth and proclaimed 
the Gospel* and it produced a very 
singular effect on the minds of the 
people. A few received it, but they 
were treated with scorn ; their 


pr 


ere mobbed, daubed with 


tar ami feaihers, polled with eggs,, 
their houses turn down and burned, 
and filial !y tho leaders of the Church 
were murdered, and their followers 
expelled from the face of society and 
driven into tho wilderness, or were 
compelled to renounce their religion^ 
and the very great majority look 
shelf er fro in the face of man in the 
mid-jt of wild deserts, savage bensts 
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and savage meoi This was Hie his- 
tory of it, and this tells why we are 
here. . ^"v^ 

Now, brethren, knowing these facts, 
are we faithful to our culling? Do 
we live in the enjoyment of the Holy 
Spirit ? Or do we suffer the things 
of the world, the deceit fulness of 
riches and the totals incident to our 
humanity to lead us into difficulty 
and cause ns to forget God, to neglect 
our prayers, onr tithes rind offerings, 
our fast meetings, our secret prayers, 
and other duties devolving upon as 
as Saints ? How is it with ns ? Let 
us ask ourselves these quest ions and 
awake to the performance of our 
several duties* If we have been c?tre- 
less, repeat of the carelessness. If 
we are negligent, w;ike up! If we 
snff.T ourselves to do wrong, cease to 
do so, and live in obedience to the 
principles of onr faith and the dicta- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. Tho fact 
is, in relation to our religion, that if I 
we do not abide by it aild observe it, j 
it would have been better for us if 
we h;*d never known if ; and if we do 
observe it, much is expected at our 
hands, both on our Own behalf and 
oa behalf of our forefathers, 

You know Paul tells m y in the 15th 
chapter of Corinthian , speaking of 
the 1 insurrection, na an argument in 
favor of "it, 14 Else what sfcftll they do 
who are baptized for the dead if the 
dead rise not at all ? Why are they 
then baptized for the dead ?" This 
was a principle connected with the 
Christian ifeligion that pertained to 
the dead, and it was so thoroughly 
understood that it was used as an 
argument in favor of the doctrine of 
the resurrection, I supnoMj that this 
is seldom or ever thought of by the 
Protestants ; and when Joseph Smith , 
came forth and announced that it was 
the duty of the Latter-day Saints to 
go forth and be baptized for their 
relatives who had died without the 


knowledge of the Gospel, it was 
regarded as an astounding idea; yet, 
as I understand the passage in Corin- 
thians, no man can give any other 
interpretation to it, 

In order to have the benefits and 
blessings of this ordinance resting 
upon ourselves and our progenitors 
it is necessary for us to live up to our 
calling and to pay strict attention to 
our d Q 1 1 es. Accord ing to the revel ft- 
lations which were giveii through 
Joseph Smith certain planes were set 
apart for the administration of these 
ordinances. Temples had to be built 
and fonts prepared and dedicated for 
this purpose. 

The Prophet Malachi, in speaking 
of the latter days, says, " The day 
shall come that shall burn as an oven, 
and all the proud and all that d > 
wickedly shall be as sLubble, it shall 
burn them up, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch." But the 
Tjord declares through Malachi that 
lie will send the Prophet Elijah 
before that great and terrible day 
shall come, and he shall turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children 
and the hcai ( s of the childi en lo the 
fathers lest He come and smite the 
earth with a curse. This prophecy 
has a reference to the revelation of 
the doctrine of baptism tor the dead 
iu the hist da vs. 

The Apostle Paul, in enumerating 
the great blessings which were be* 
Mowed on the ancients through faith, 
speuks in glowing terms of those who 
subdued kingdoms, wrought right- 
eousness, quenched the violence of 
lire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
waxed valiant in tight, turned to 
flight the armies of the aliens; he 
fenys women received their dead to 
life ; others were tortured, sawn 
asunder, wain de red about in sheep- 
skins and goatskins, and dwelt in 
dens and caves of the earth, and all 
this for the faith ; and then he winds 
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up by saying that they without us 
could uot be made perfect. Think , 
tii en, brethren and sisters, of the 
duties that we owe to ourselves and 
to our ancestors ! But, if we sufier 
ourselves to go into darkness, if we 
indulge in wickedness, faU into snares J 
and temptations, we lose the Holy 
Spirit and the blessings winch pertain 
to ourselves and our progenitors, 
referred to by Obadiah, who says that ( 
in the last days saviors shall stand 
on Mount Zion, and the kingdom 
shall be the Lord's. 

These sentiments may be clearly 
and readily appreciated by Latter- 
day Saints; and to stir them up to 
diligence, faithfulness and obedience 
I would tefer them to the revelation 
given on the 19th of January, l-Sll, 
through Joseph Smith, relative to 1 
the building of the temple at Nauvoo, 
It was there said that there was nut 
a baptismal font in the world, uud 
the Church was required to build that 
Temple, and the promise was that if 
it was built, the people bhould receive 
certain blessings. It was further 
stated that when the Lord commanded 
any people to do a work, and they j 
were hindered from performing it by i 
their enemies or by oppression, the , 
Lord would not require that work at 
their hands any more. -No people on i 
the face of the earth, probably, during 
the present generation at least, or 
perhaps in any other, were more op- 
pressed than were the people of 
Nan v 00 while laboring to perform 1 
this work. They were persecuted in ! 
various ways: attacked through vexa- 
tious lawsuits by the State of Mis- 
souri and by (hu State authorities of 
Illinois, and all means that could be 
taken within reach of the law were 
used to tiring distress upon them. 
Then the conclusion was, that if law 
could not reach them powder and 
ball should, and the result was that 
the Prophet and Patriarch of the 


Church were murdered, and other 
Elders severely wounded. Hundreds 
of houses were burned and every kind 
of outrage that could be imagined 
was committed on the Saints; and 
while building this Temple the 
brethren had to stand guard at night ; 
and when working they were in a 
manner compelled to have their 
weapons of defence in one hand and 
t heir tools to work with in the other. 
But they continued amid all this 
storm of persecution, during which 
numbers had to flee to the wilderness, 
until the Temple was finished and 
dedicated ; and having completed this 
task they had the promise of the 
Lord to go with them into the 
wilderness, with all the powers, 
blessings and privileges of the Priest- 
hood, that in the wilderness they 
might receive and administer the 
ordinances for their dead. 

We should now continue the work 
for the Temple which the Latter-day 
Saints are alwavs commanded to 
build. Wc have a foundation here, a 
very good substantial one, and that 
must be approved by good men and 
pleasing to the Lord, We have to 
haul the material seventeen miles to 
continue this work, which has been 
interrupted from time to time thru ugh 
vicious causes. Still it progresses 
and we should not let it sleep, but 
should continue the work until we 
have an cdilice reared according to 
the pattern, and dedicate it to the 
Most High God; and build in its 
basement a baptismal font, something 
alter the pattern of King Solomon's 
brazen sea, for the baptism of the 
dead, that within the walls of that 
sacred edifice we mpy be able to per- 
form the duties and ordinances per- 
taining to the dead which God has 
commanded. Every Latter-day Saint, 
man or woman, young or old, should 
feel alive and awake to this great duty. 

I understand why it is that men 
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persecute the Latter-dsy Saints. It 
is because of the priesthood and 
power which exist among them : 
Satan stirs up the hearts of the 
children of men to wickedness, and 
to hate and persecute the Saints, to 
drive thorn and murder their leaders. 
This is the only cause ; for the Latter- 
day Saints, from the time of their 
organization to the present time, 
have been the most orderly, law- 
abiding, industrious, temperate, and 
moral people that hare lived on the 
face of the earth ; and they are the 
same in this Territory as they have 
been elsewhere. For instance, let a 
man pass through this country, as 
Major Powell did last year, and he 
comes back and publishes a statement 
that he has visited five hundred miles 
of Mormon village*, and has seen a 
people happy and contented, and lias 
not seen a grog shop, a loafer, drunk- 
ard or idler; but everybody enjoying 
himself, and that peace and good 
order prevail throughout, such a man 
will have the same greeting as Major 
Powell. "Why, Major, you are in- 
terested some way or the other ; the 
* Mormons * have got you blinded/* 
That is the spirit and feeling mani- 
fested if a man tells the truth about 
the Latter-day Saints; and it is one 
of the greatest evidences of the truth 
of the work. The Lord says, Woe 
unto you when all men speak well of 
you." Sometimes I have known the 
papers say this and that good thing 
about the M Mormons, * and I have 
said, " What's up? Are we getting 
wicked, that the world loves us?" 
And 1 almost wondered at it. The 
fact is we, should live our religion, 
keep the commandments of God and 
observe all things required of us, and 
care nothing whatever what the world 
either says or does about us. " Well, 
but suppose they should get up armies 
and kiil you f" If they do they will 
send us right straight to heaven j and 
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our duty is to labor in this life as 
long as we can and do all the good in 
our power, and never flinch from the - 
truth or the principles of eternity. If 
our enemies are permitted to kill us 
they ensure to us a martyrs crown, 
and we go to glory celestial. I have 
heard of men so foolish as to jump 
overboard from Zion*s ship because 
they though i ,she was going to sink. 
Why, if she does we shall only sink 
with her, and the man who jumps 
overboard is aure to sink anyhow. 

I know men who apostatized in 
Missouri just to Stive their property. 
We were told there, "If you *Mor- 4 
mous' will renounce your religion, 
yot' can stay here on your faims." 
I remember one man who stayed there 
just for that reason. I got a letter 
from him a short time ago. He 
professes to be a friend to the 
" Mormons;" but he apostatized from 
them for the sake of keeping his 
property, I could have stayed in 
Missouri, and President Young could 
have stayed there, if we would have 
renounced our ** Mormon ism," and 
our faith in Joseph Smith as a 
prophet, in the ordinances of anoint- 
ing the sick with oil and baptism for 
the remission of sins and the laying 
on of hands for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost; but we knew these things 
were true, and we would not renounce 
them, and we had to leave what we 
had. Home called it a sacrifice. To 
be sure it was a pretty country and 
rich soil, and we had made handsome 
improvements, and were having many 
beautiful farms opened around us; 
and we were building towns and 
villages. But what were they when 
compared with our religion ? We 
built them, and we knew how to build 
more ; wc had tried it Iwice in Mis- 
souri and in Illinois; and when they 
drove us again we thought that we 
would go into a country so wretched 
a::d miserable that no man on earth 
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could want it. So we came right address you Again for some months, 
into the heart of the American!! expect to travel and visit the 


Desert and bnilt this place; and sin- I brethren in the southern country 
gularly enough, some say now, f hut ' during the winter: shaft nrobablv 


d urine 

C7 


] 1 probably 


this is too good a place for the "Mor- ; visit some thirl v-tliree settlements in 

* 1 4 „ V - *F 


mons," u i id they must drive ns out 

onr 


Kow, brethren, if we live 


religion and ate faithful to 1 

we nir escape the necessity 


he Lord, 
of heincr 


onr Dixie, find be absent several 
months. I wisti to bear my testimony 
to the principles of the Gospel which 
have been revcnled. I know these 


driven «gfsim. It will not be a great I things are true. I don't come here 
while lwfore many of us will take ■ believing them simply, I know they 
great pleasure in toovinjf; because j are true, and that G.od baa revealed 

the Consti- I them j and I also know that all the 

plans, powers ami schemes of the 
wfeked can never overthrow them. 


when the day tomes lh:\ 
stitntion of rhe United States becomes 
The supreme law of this land — the 
land of America, everv mart will be 
protected in his religious faiih, and 
then we will go right back to Jack* 
son county, and bnild a Temple, the 
most beautiful ever built on this 


continent or jinv 

going to do it, and the time is not 
far distant; and knowing this, oar 
hearts do not cling in the least to any 
Mpot in tKe world any longer than is 
necessary to stay there to do our 
duty. When that dry conns, and it 
will COtne, our countrymen will 
become so converted that I heir in- 
tolerance will cease and they will 
come to the conclusion that all men 


Distress mny he brought upon in- 
dividuals; ami the fact is, that many 
of us, who have seemed to move along 
prosperously, and hi ve surrounded 
ourselves in an incredibly short space 
other. Wo are of time with ntany of I he comforts of 


life may cling too close to them and 
be unwilling to surrender them ; and 
it may be necessarv that wo and the 
Ik wd should know by actual 'experi- 
ment whether we worship the things 
of this world lucre than we. do the 
things of a better. It. may be neees^ 
-nry lor us to ask ourselves the 
question, and consider it thoroughly 
and carefully : 4 * Do wo love % the Lord 


may enjoy their faith in theSiipn-rno Jesus Christ, and his laws and 


without bciufr 


Being h.s they pn 
interrupted. If we wait awhile, and 
are worthy, we will see this ihy nnd 
then we shall be able to#o and build 
our Tctn] ile. 

Now let us all be diligent and 
faithful and trust in the Lord and 
seek His protection j lor it is worth 
all the protection a man am give a 
thousand times told. What can man 
do? He can kill the hod v. What 
else? That is ihe end of it, he has 
no further power. The principles of 
J! or monism can not onlv destroy the 
body, but the soul and spirit; and 


Uie principles of his* Gospel more 
than we love a piece of Jnmi, a little 
orchard, a garden, field, store, vine- 
yard, ranch, or a herd of cattle, &e. 
How is it? Ask these questions, 
and if we do, it is time tor us to 
repent, and we had be" St be:: in and 
make sacrifices. \W had better con- 
tribute for the Temple, to help the 
poor and needy, <fcc. I remember, 
very well, reading of a mat* who came 
to the Savior, and said, " Good 
master, what must I do to inherit 
eternal lifer 1 Al'trr Ihe Savior had 
answered him he said, "All these 


they can confer the bliss of eternal things have I kepi; from my youth 


glory and increase. 


up.'* The Savior replied, " Yet lad 


I do not expect to be permitted to I thou une thing, gu and sell all that 


thou bast and give !o the poor ard 
come and follow nit 1 ." And vvc arc 
told thnt he went away sorrowful. 
Why? Because he had g c:;t pos- 
sessions and could not part with 
them. Are we getting *into that 

ked 


i 


k? The Savior ana 
that it was very hard for a rich man 
to get info heaven. I do not pretend 
to quote these passages exactly, yon 
are familiar with i oh. But wo are 
told tint It is a verv hard matter for 
a rich mnn to get into heaven. Thnt 
is the sti instance of it Don't let us 
get so rich that we can't go there ; 
an<3 don't let 03 get so poor that wo 
can't contribute our nnto to help to 
roll on the work of God. I remember 
reading in the Pi a verbs of an nidi* 
vidnal who played the Lord not to 
make him either rich or poor. He 
didn't want to he rich for fear ho 
should get proud and forget the Lord ; 
and if lie became poor he was afraid 


he in 12! it 


•I t 


of 


the Lord in vain. We don't want 
to go to either extreme. The time is 
ccrning, and is not far hence, when 
the Latler-dav Saints will get so 
much knowledge of the things of God 
that they will be able to hnar wealth 
and control it, and use it to the glory 
of God ; and when chat time come*, 
to ose a familiar expression, "the 
Lord will open ihi? windows of heaven 
and pour out a bless j iig upon them thai 
there will not be room to receive it." 

I afck my brethren and sisters to 
cultivate their minds. Mv counsel 
is sustnin yoar Sunday schools ; re- 
member and &end your children 
there, and go yourselves and act as 


teach ei^, and 


ibute the means 


necessary to carry them oo. Re- 
member also all the duties devolving 
upon us as Saints in the domestic 
circle. We are almost all ready to 
go on a nrssion tu pnach ; we should 
not forget to pn fsch in our houses, 
families and wards, and bear testi- 


mony to ihc truth, and don't let 
heathens grow up in our midst. 
Impress on the minds of your children 
their duties. Yon understand the 
law in relation to it. We are com- 
manded to tench cur children the 
principles of salvation, the doctrine 
of repentance, baptism for the remis- 
sion of sins, ai;d the principles of 
righteousness to that extcrJ. that 
when they reach a proper age, they 
will wish to be baptized. We are tp 
set before them examples* precepts 
and teachings, that they may grow 
up without sin unto salvation. These 
ate duties devolving upon us. And 
when Way of our children rebel against 
us and turn to wickedness, fur all 
iiave to have their trials and tempta- 
tions, pa rent, sought to ask themselves, 
41 Have we done our duty?*' You 
know it is said, " Train i/p a child in 
tliu way he should "o, and when ho 
is old he will noi. depart from it/* 
Now, a very excellent way for parents 
to pursue with regard to their children, 
is to walk in that way themselves. 

I bear my testimony to the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel, and I pray that 
the blessings of Heaven may be 
upon you; that yo«: may be able to 
keep the faith, undet stand the law 
and abide in it, and roll on the great 
arid glorious work. In a short 
season we shall be with you again, 
bearing our testimony, for we are 
determined io fulfil our calling and 
preach the Gospel, which was sealed 
upon our heads by Joseph Smith, by 
the commands of God. Benr testi- 
mony of the troths of salvation, and 
instruct the children of me n ; and 
there is to field in which greater 
good can be done in preaching and 
in missionary labor hy the ESdcts of 
Israel than in L'cah amongst the 
3Latter*day Saint?. 

J! ay the blessings of Israel's God 
be upon you all is my prayer in the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIG HAM YOUNG, 
Db^ivered W the Tabernacle, Ocden City, Nov. 13, 1870, 

{Reported h\j David IF, Evans.) 

GATHERING THE POOR— RELIGION A SCIENCE. 


While I attempt to speak to the 
people I would like their attention, 
and for them to keep quiet, I do 
not particularly object lo the crying 
of children, hut I do to the whispering 
of the people. ] suppose that, if we 
were in the congregations of some of 
our Christian fellow-countrymen, we 
would not hear any children crying. 
I believe they have none in some 
societies. Iam very happy to bear 
the children crying when it is really 
necessary and they cannot be kept 
from i t On e t h i n g is cert a i n , wh ere- 
ever we go there is a proof that the 
people arc keeping the command, 
meats of the Lord, especially the 
first one— to multiply and replenish 
the earth. 

The first of my remarks this after- 
noon will consist of a petition. We 
are told to pray, and this is one of 
the practices that we consider abso- 
lutely necessary. We frequently 
offer prayers to kings, legislators, 
presidents, governors, etc. ; but I am 
going to offer up a prayer to the 
Latter-day Saint*, and my prayer is 
simply — T beseech you, my brethren 
and sisters, in the name ol" the Lord, 
in the name of humanity, in the name 
of honor and for the sake of honor, 
justice ai:d mercy, that you do 
listen and pay attention to the exhor- 
tation of my brother Joseph, delivered 
this morning, in behalf of our poor 
brethren in foreign lands, I might 
ask the Lord a thousand times over 
o deliver them from the oppression ; 


| and poverty with which they are 
now surrounded, and He would not 
do it unless the means were provided ; 
He will not do it without agents and 
agencies. He will not build balloons 
or come down u iih his chariots and 
pick up the poor in Scotland, England, 
Wales, Ireland, Scandinavia, the 
islands of the sea, or any other parts 
of the globe where they dwell, and 
lond up with I hem ;<nd their bnggage 
and bung them to ibis laud while 
He has given us the ability to gather 
ourselves and the poor. If the Latter- 
day Saints do not understand this it 
is time they did. And when we pray 
the Lord to open the way for the 
gathering of the poor, we merely 
mean that He will operate upon the 
hearts of those who Iiavc the means, 
that they will be reasonable with 
themselves, their faith and covenants 
and the requirements of God, and 
toward those who are members of the 
same family with us. 

You heard the statement of Brother 
Joseph this morning, and there are a 
great many witnesses here, to the 
truth of what he .said. When people 
are in poverty and in their low estate, 
when they are pinched with hunger 
aud destitute of the clothing necessary 
to make them comfortable, how 
deeply they can feel for their friends ! 
But place those very ones where they 
can have all they need to eat, of food 
that relishes and suits their appetite, 
and clothing enough* to keep them 
warm and comfortable, and many of 
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them will sit down and fold their j 
hands, and if you speak to them about 
the wants of their poor brethren in 
foreign lands, and mention their own ; 
sit nation in former days, their reply 
will be; "Oh, I had forgotten all 
al>out that ! Ye?, I believe, now you 
mention it, that I have seen the time 
when I had not sufficient food to 
satisfy the demands of hunger, nor 
clothing to make me comfortable 
and respectable. But, dear me, I 
had forgotten all that, that was in 1 
the past, and I have plenty now, and, 
what is that you are saying ? " 
" Why, your brethren and sisters in 
foreign lands are snffei ing." " What ! 
Did you say that some of our brethren 
and sisters are suffering ? I have 
enough to eat, and all the clothing 
I need to make me comfortable, and 
a pretty good cabin that I built 
myself, and I am iu debt to no one 
and quite happy and comfortable, 
and I wish you would not trouble me 
about other people: 1 

This is the story, and these are the 
feelings of some of the Latter-day ■ 
Saints that have been gathered from 
the depths of poverty, I do not 
wish to chide them for their well 
doing, and neither do I nor my brethren 
require of them things that are un- 
reasonable ; but we are under obliga- 
tions to our families, connections and 
friends, and then to the whole human 
family. We are not independent of 
them; we are not here isolated and 
alone, differently formed and com- 
posed of different material from the 
rest of the human race. We belong 
to and are part of this family, conse- 
quently we are under obligations one 
to another, and the Latter-day Saints 
in these mountains are under obliga- 
tions to their brethren and sisters 
scattered in the nations who, through . 
indigent circumstances, are unable to 
gather to themselves the comforts of 
life* No matter what may be the cause 


! of their poverty, they arc helpless and 
destitute. Could I pick out any in 
this congregation who have been in 
these circumstances? I presume I 
could, a fevv score. 

Sometimes 1 am inclined to be 
silent rather than speak of facts that 
have come under my own observation. 
I have seen people in districts of 
ctfnntry, where they were so destitute 
of the comforts of life that if they 
gave a meal to a friend they had to 
pinch themselves, perhaps, for a week, 
having barely sufficient to keep body 
and spirit together ; and yet when 
these very individuals get into cir- 
cumstances in which they are well 
fed and weil clothed they forget their 
1 former lives. 

There are certain things connected 
with what we see and know to be 
facts, that actually form principles, 
and resolve themselves into eternal 
principles; and if people could see 
and understand them they would be 
a benefit to them. But we are on 
the surface, or outlines of the facts 
1 concerning the Latter-day Saints. 
There are many of our brethren who 
have been born and brought up in 
America, who have never been called 
to pass through the ordeals of poverty 
that some of our people have in the 
old countries. A few of these Ameri- 
can Elders, wanting in faith, honesty 
and integrity, while on foreign mis- 
sions, have borrowed money from 
these impoverished people, with a 
promise to pay when they returned 
home; but those promises have not 
been observed. I do not know whether 
there are any such Elders here this 
afternoon ; but, whether there is or 
not, I want to say to them, wherever 
they may be, that I have no fellow- 
ship for a man that will make a 
promise and not fulfil it, and espe- 
cially under such circumstances as I 
am talking about now ; and if there 
is such an Elder in this Cong legation 
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Iflay oniil partaking of the sacrament 
here to-day, and never cease your 
efforts until you pay that honest debt. 
I do not offer this as a petition, but 
u cjiinsel, to bc-observed by all such 
individual* in the Church on the, 
penalty of bei?ig disfellowshippcd by 
the Si in Is. Hut to myself a:id all of 
you who arc free from such oblijftt- ! 
tious I pray you to listen to the 
prayers of those who arc risking for 
deli vera rice ; At id I have a few words 
to buy with regard to this matter on 
this wise; : We have nothing bet what 
has been given or loaned us of the 
Lorrl ; and if we hav<* ovv hundreds 
or thousands we may foster the idea 
that we have nothing more than we 
need; but such a notion is entirely 
erroneous, fur our real wants are very 
limited. What do we absolutely 
need ? I possess everything on the 
lace of the earth that I need, as I 
appear before you on this stand, I 
am not hungry, but I am well fed ; 
I am not cold, but i am well clothed. 
I am not suffering for a hat, for I have 
hair mi ruy head, and when I go out 
doors I have my hat to pat on ; and 
with these and a shelter to protect 

me from the seorching heat or the 
piercing cold I have everything that j 
a man needs or cau enjoy if he owned 
the whole world. If I weie the kins? 
of the earib 1 could enjoy no more. 
When you have what you wish to eat 
and sufficient clothing to make you 
comfortable you have all that you 
need, I have all that 1 need. Some 
persons, I know, nil! ask, u Why not 
give the lest to the poor? 1 * I will 
ans"w£tH]iis question, as far as I am 
concerned, by s-iying 1 do give to the 
poor and am willing to, 

If the poor had all the surplus 
property of the rich many 'of them 
would waste it on th ■ lusts of the 
flesh, and destroy themselves in using 
it. For this reason the Lard does 
not require the rich to give all their 
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substance to the poor. It is Iruo that 
when ,f ho young man came to Jesus 
to know what he must do io be saved, 
he told him, linally, "sell all that 
thou hast and distribute unto the 
poor, and thou shah have treasure in 
heaven, anil come, fallow mej" and a 
(treat mam think that he hrld the 
voting m-in to give a why all 'hat he 
had, but, Jesus did out requite any 
such firing, neither did he say so, but 
simply, "distribute to the poor," If 
the prior know what lo do with what 
they have many, yea very many , in t his 
land would have nil 1 hat is necessary 
to make them comfortable. But it 
is different with the&reat majority of 
our friends over the water — they are 
fettered and bound, and in the prison 
of poverty, and have not power to 
extricate themselves ftom the thral- 
dom and wretchedness they are in, 
and hence it becomes our dutv to 
'end a helping hand and send for 
them, ' . . • *' ' ■;" ; l 1 . 

Many of us nvay think that we 
have nothing we c;ui spare; bnt the- 
provi deuces of God alight spsedtly 
make us think otherwise If the 
Lord were to let loose our enemies 
upon us ! hA Kim lms for' the fly, 
and whisper for the locust, and they 
would come here by myriads and eat 
up every green thing there is in these 
mountains: unci when thev were 
destroyed, if the Loi-d so willed itf 
they could commence oa the people 
and the cattle aud devour every living 
creature on the land. Do we know 
this? We might know and realize 
it. Then, if we had a little bread to 
ejt we should be happy and contented, 
and in our poverty we would be 
willing to divide with and assist our 
pour brethren and sisters, and help to 
save them from starvation. But now 
the cry is, " I have a house, and I 
want my furniture ! I have a farm, 
I want my teams and my wagons, and 
then I want a carriage and time to 
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ride," until the whole world is 
swallowed up by the few. 

You will excuse me if I say a few 
words with regard to myself in these 
charitable sermons. What is my 
feeling to-day ? The same as it has 
been for years concerning houses, 
lands and possessions^ I say to the 
people, 11 If you will give me for my 
property half what it has cost Hie I 
will devote that means for the gather- 
ing of the poor and the building of 
Zlon upon the earth, and will start 
again with uo r hi-j. I have done it 
before, and I am willing to do iL 
again if the people will take my 
property on these terms, and the 
means, to the last dollar, shall be 
used to send for the poor if they 
apostatize the nest year. They will 
not apostatize where they are now ; 
you could not hire them to do it, you 
could not whip them to it; you can 
not starve their religion out of them; 
but bring them here and give them 
houses and lands, horses and chariots, 
make merchants and traders of them, 
and give them our means, then some 
of them will apostatize, but not all 
Some of tlk in will apostatize for very 
little, it takes bat few dollars; oat 
they will not do it where they are, 
I would biinr' vhem here if they 
would apostatize, for they must have 
a chance to prove themselves before 
God and angels with regard to their 
integrity to and faith in the religion 
that we believe in. 

Now, brethren and sisters, I pray 
you to remember the poor, and every 
time you feel like spending twenty- 
five or fifty cents in tea or coffee, 
liquor or tubneco stay your hand and 
put that money into a safety or 
charitable fm. J to help to gather the 
poor. Brother Joseph has been 
pleading for tlu ni ; I am giving you 
the plan. If we will leave off tea, 
coffee, liquor and tobacco and devote 
the means as I have requested, we 


shall bring the blessings of heaven 
to ourselves and bestow the hlvssiugs 
of earth upon our brethren and sisters, 
and we shall feel that comfort and 
consolation that we could not feel 
otherwise. Our hearts will rejoice, 
oar food will be sweet to us, oar 
dreams will be pleasant and our re* 
flections will be filled with peace, 
comfort and consolation in the power 
of God. But if we shut up our 
bowels of compassion our condition 
will be exactly the reverse. 

If the people will take this course 
towards their poor brethren and 
sisters it will relieve our hands at 
once, I . suppose that there Is a 
million of money now due the Per- 
petual Emigration Fund, by those 
who have been gathered who have 
not paid their arrearage. But we 
cannot get iL If we were to send 
an agent thiousjh the Territory to 
collect this ind- hteduesa from these 
brethren and sisters, it would probably 
cost more to sustain him than the 
amount be would collect, consequently 
we conclude to say nothing about it, 
and to use the means we have or that 
is contributed for this purpose. 

As for our being comfortable, 1 
will veu tore to say that we fcould 
pick out, in this congregation, need- 
less articles of dress that have cost 
several hundred if not thousands of 
dollars. I do not like to charge the 
ladies with extravagance, but how 
many yards of cloth does it take now 
to make a dress ? If Brother Huber 
C. Kimball were here be would tell 
you be used to buy six yards of calico 
for bis wife Vilate, who was a tall 
woman. That used to make a dress, 
and it was a pretty large pattern; 
then it got up to seven since ray 
recollection, then to eight, then to 
nine, then to eleven, and I have been 
called upon to buy sixteen, seventeen 
and eighteen yards tor a die S3, I 
know there is a cause for this. My 


304 


JOUANAIj op discourses. 


wife will say, " Dear me ! Sister so 
and so wears such and such a thing, 
and I want to look as well as she 
does; and yon have plenty of means, 
Brigham ; ? yes, you have plenty 
of means, and you can buy it as well 
as not" Well, all that I have said, 
and my general reply Is, " If I am 
pressed to the necessity of indulging 
my family in these needless articles 
the responsibility most be upon 
themselves, not upon me." I will 
not take that responsibility. In the 
day of reckoning if we are in debt 
and found wanting In consequence of 
our extravagance I will not bear any 
more responsibility than I have in- 
curred in my own person in the 
gratification of this taste for needless 
articles of dress, and that will not be 
much I reckon. 

Now, brethren and sisters, do you 
indulge in this Lasie for fashion and 
frivolity in dress? Most assuredly 
you do, and circumstances right 
before my eyes furnish proof of this. 
I will venture to say thai my mother 
wore the cloak and hood that her 
mother before her wore, and wore 
them until the day of her death when 
she had occasion to wear a cloak; 
and when she left this place for 
the next apartment she was forty- 
nine years old ; and they went to her 
daughter. I do not know what has 
become of them. She did not take 
a cloak worth twenty-five, thirty, 
forty or fifty dollars and sit down in 
it with a child with a piece of meat 
in each hand to grease it all over. 
But, now, let some women get a silk 
or satin dress and they will, perhaps, 
while wearing it, take up a child that 
has a piece of chicken in one hand 
and a piece of pork in the other, or 
a cup of milk to drink, and as likely 
as not some of it is spilled on the 
dress, and then they say, u Well, I 
declare my dtcss is spoiled." 

I recollect very well, and so do 


others in this room, when our fathers 
and mothers raised the flax and the 
wool, and when it was carded with 
handcards, spun on handvvheels, aad 
woven into cloth on hand looms, and 
in this way the wants of the family 
had to be supplied or they had to go 
without. But now every woman 
wants a sewing machine. What for ? 
To do her sewing. Well, but she can 
do a hundred times as much sewing 
with a machine as she could by band, 
and she does not need a mac! line 
more than one day in two or three 
weeks, " O yes," she says, Ci I want 
my sewing machine every day of my 
life." " What are you going to do 
with it?" "I am going to sew 
and when the sewing machine is pro- 
cured they want a hundred times as- 
much cloth as they used to have. 
Now, too, they want a hired girl for 
every child, and a hired man to every 
cow in the yard* I will admit that 
I am extravagant in these expressions; 
but they show the present condition 
of affairs. The improvements which 
have taken place during the last half 
century in matters pertaining to 
domestic life are wonderful, hut has 
not the extravagance of the people 
kept pace with these improvements ? 
It is true that the people arc getting 
wiser in some respects, and some are 
getting wealthy ; but there is only so 
much property in the world. There 
are the elements that belong to this 
globe, and no more. We do not go 
to the moon to borrow ; neither send 
to thesnn or any of the planets j all 
our commercial transactions must be 
confined to this little earth and its 
wealth cannot be increased or 
diminished • and though the im- 
provements in the arts of life which 
have taken place within the memory 
of many now living are very wonder- 
ful, there is no question that extrava- 
gance has more than kept pace with 
them. 
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We talk to the Latter-day Saints 
a great deal, and we wish them to 
become a thinking people, a people 
that will reflect and begin to systema- 
tize their lives, and know the object 
of their existence here. This life is 
as precious and valuable as any life 
ever possessed, or that ever will be 
possessed by any intelligent being, 
and hence the necessity and propriety 
of understanding its object and using 
it to the best advantage in every 
respect, and of understanding prin- 
ciple in all things. 

It was observed here by Brother 
Taylor, this morning', when speaking 
of the arts and sciences, they are from 
eternity to eternity. They can neither 
bo increased nor diminished; and the 
Lord has had to teach the people all 
that they know, no matter whether 
it be the wicked who acknowledge 
Him not, or the righteous, both are 
alike in that respect — they receive 
their knowledge from the same source. 
The construction of the electric tele- 
graph and the method of using it, 
enabling the people to send messages 
from one end of the earth to the other, 
is just as much a revelation from God 
as any ever given. The same is true 
with regard to making machinery, 
whether it be a steamboat, a carding 
machine, a sailing vessel, a rowing 
vessel, a plow, liar row, rake, sewing 
machine, threshing machine, or any- 
thing else, it makes no difference — 
these things have existed from all 
eternity and will continue to all 
eternity, and the Lord has revealed 
them to His children. 

In the infancy of creation the 
human family commenced down at 
tii e bottom ot the ladder, and had to 
make their way upward. How small 
and frail that commencement looks 
now ; why it is considered almost 
beneath the notice of the wise of this 
day to talk of the intelligence of our 
First Parents. When they waked 
No- 20, 


from their sleep and found themselves 
in a state of nudity, we are told that 
they hid themselves, because they 
were ashamed and mortified and did 
not wish to expose themselves when 
the Lord came along. And he picked 
some fig leaves — what a simple idea ! 
He picked some fig leaves and sewed 
them together and made aprons of 
them* I do not know whether he 
used scissors or His penknife for the 
cutting out of the garments, or what 
kind of a needle and thread He used, 
but he made aprons for the whole 
human family — Adam and Eve! 
What a simple idea ! It is beneath 
the notice of the mechanic or artist, 
or the science of the world nowa- 
days. Yet simple as it seems now, 
the Lord had to reveal to our first 
parents the modus operandi of the 
manufacture of an apron of fig leaves. 
And when they wanted a little copper 
made up, after having found the ore, 
the Lord had to come along and show 
them how to do it; and how to 
manufacture the iron. How simple 
this is ! It is beneath the notice of 
the intelligence and science that are 
in the world now ; the scientific men 
of the present time say those were 
the days of ignorance. Yes, that was 
in the period of the childhood of the 
human family, in the infancy of the 
world. But what does it manifest 
unto us ? Why that there is a Being 
superior to man, and though we may 
not kn<,w the place where He resides, 
He has come along occasionally and 
shown His creatures how to make 
and work up brass, iron, copper, and 
in fact has revealed to them every- 
thing they know at various stages of 
their development and progress. 

The people of this day think they 
know more than all who have pre- 
ceded them — that this is the wisest 
generation that ever did live on the 
earth. Perhaps it is in worldly 
things, and in some of the arts and 
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sciences it may be ; but there is no 
question that many things of great 
worth known anciently have been 
lost. Arch Geological developments 
and investigations bring to light facts 
in the mechanical arts which set at 
defiance the skill of the world in our 
day. For instance, where is the 
mechanic now, who can sharpen 
copper so that it would shave the 
beard from a man's face, or chop 
timber like an axe made of steel ? 
The skill to do that is not in existence 
now ; yet it once was, and many other 
arts, revealed to man anciently, have 
been lost through the wickedness of 
the people. 

I want to say a few words about 
our religion, but first I will ask you 
to remember this prayer which I 
offered at the commencement of my 
remarks with regard to the poor. If 
you will do that, they will be looked 
after and brought home. Now we 
will talk a little about our religion. 
Ask the scientific men of the world 
how many of the arts can be reduced 
to a science ? When they are so 
reduced they become permanent ; but 
until then they are uncertain. They 
go and come, appear and disappear. 
When they are reduced to science 
and system their permanency and 
stability are assured. It is so with 
govern men t — until it is reduced to a 
science it is liable to be rent asunder 
by anarchy and confusion, and caprice, 
and scattered to the four winds. 
Government, to be stable and perma- 
nent and have any show for success, 
must be reduced to a science. It is 
the same with religion; but our 
traditions are such that it is one of 
the most difficult things in the world 
to make men believe that the revealed 
religion of heaven is a ptire science, 
and all true science in the possession 
of men now is a part of the religion 
of heaven and has been revealed 
from that source. But it is hard to 


get the people to believe that God is 
a scientific character, that He lives 
by science or strict law, that by this 
He is, and by law He was made what 
He is; and will remain to all eternity 
because of His faithful adherence to 
law. It is a most difficult thing to 
make the people believe that every 
art and science and all wisdom comes 
from Him, and that He is their 
Author. Our spirits are His: He 
begot them. We are His children; 
He set the machine in motion to 
produce our tabernacles; and when 
men discard the principle of the 
existence of a Supreme Being, and 
treat it with lightness, as Brother 
Taylor says, they are fools. It is 
strange that scientific men do not 

j realize that all they know is derived 
from Him; to suppose, or to foster 
the idea for one moment, that they 
are the originators of the wisdom 
they possess is tolly in the highest ! 
Such men do not know themselves. 
As fur ignoring the principle of the 
existence of a Supreme Being, I would 
as soon ignore the idea that this 
house came into existence without 
the agency of intelligent beings. 

Well, the Latter-day Saints are 
begin uing to comprehend that true 
religion U a science; and their re- 

, ligion consists of principles, law and 
order, and they acknowlekge God in 
all things; and the time will come 
when every knee will bow and every 
tongue confess to and acknowledge 

| Him, and when they who have lived 
upon the earth and have spurned the 
idea of a Supreme Being and of 
revelations from Him, will fall with 
shamefacedness and humble them- 
selves befoie Him, exclaiming, "There 
is a God ! 0, God, we once rejected 
Thee and disbelieved Thy word and 
set at naught Thy counsels, but now 
we bow down in shame and we do 
acknowledge that there is a God, and 
that Jesus is the Christ " This time 


GATHKhINQ THR POOR RKLIGiOII A SCIENCE 


307 


will come, paost assuredly. We have 
the faith of the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesos. It is not a frenzed, frantic 
idea, Hke the systems of religion 
invented by men. We have cere- 
monies, but the*^ is life in those 
ceremonies ; and oar religion has 
organization! body and feonL The 
religious systems of men have a kind 
of organisation, and seemingly they 
will build a body, hut (hey have no 
soul, and some seem to have a soul 
without a body, but it is like their 
god, it cannot be found. 

We reason with and try to con- 
vince the Latter-day Saints that they 
should live their .eligion so that God 
is in all their thoughts ami reflections, 
and thev should acknowledge Him in 
their daily walk and conversation and 
business transactions as well as in 
their prayers. Each of us should 
continually feel, and live so as to 
have it so. "God must be with me 
and I must have His Spirit with me j 
under all circumstances." How many 
are there of our E'ders who carry 
out their religion in all the affairs of 
life? Set ihem to me* chandizing, 
for instance, and B r^her John, Wil- 
liam or Caleb w»ll sav, " You set me 
here at mezcliandiziiig, and my mind 
is aliugcther occupied with my busi- 
ness. I have to lay my plans, and 
do my best to make my business 
successful, and I have not time to 
pray and seek unto ti c Lord ; I have 
not got the spirit of preaching, and 
do not call upon me to preach, I can 
not do j I , I have to attend to this 
store." I say it is almost impossible 
to get It into the mind of a business 
man ihab he need* Gnd with him in 
carrying on his business. Says he, 
"I must do this by my natural 
ability; my business qualities must 
be brought into exercise, and that is 
all I want" To persons who feel 
thus I say, Stop and think! Hold 
on ! Do you know how to buy goods ? 


" Yes," Mr. Merchant says, " I think 
I understand goods as well as any 
man/' Where did you get your 
knowledge, can you tell me ? '* Oh, 
I got that from practice. I have 
learned, as soon as I touch a piece of 
broadcloth, linen, or cotton cloth, to 
tell its quality without ever looking 
at the fabric ; I can tell instantly by 
the touch of the finger. I have got 
this by practice." Very good, we 
will say you did. Did you plant that 
ability in your finger, and which gives 
sensibility to your nervous system 
from the crown of your head to the 
soles of your feet, which is the foun- 
dation of the knowledge you have 
acquired by practice ? Acquired or 
practical knowledge is one thing, but 
natural or internal knowledge is the 
foundation of practical 6v acquired 
knowledge, nnd without this in the 
soul no being could acquire it any 
more than this stand, not one particle 
more, Now. Mr. Merchant, that is 
the secret <>f your acquired knowledge 
or skill. Then acknowledge it, manly, 
honestly, uprightly, firmly, and posi- 
tively, and give God the praise and 
honor, for to Him they belong. 

Do you need anything more than 
this innate ability to acquire k row- 
ledge to guide you and to ensure 
success in your business? Yes, yott 
do. They say when a person 
preaches experience, the facts are not 
easily got over, I am going to tell 
Mr* Merchant what he needs. Yon 
take a man who conducts his business 
on h s own resources, and however 
well he may lay his plans his business 
frequently fails on his hands and he 
becomes bankrupt; for he cannot 
foresee what is going to transpire in 
the markets* " Well, how are yon 
going to prevent isiich mishaps?" 
Yon need the Spirit of the Lord to 
enable you to foresee. This is what 
is needed when you buy goods, where 
yon trade and do business ; you need 


the spirit of revelation to be with 
yon. We frequently hear our mer- 
chants say they cannot do business 
and then go into the pulpit to preach. 
I will say that there is not a mer- 
chant in tins Territory who attends 
to as much of what is culled worldly 
business, or tempoVal things, as I do, 
yet I can afford to preacli several 
times each week, and say my prayers 
as long as I wish to. Now, if I 
preach experience, who can controvert 
it ? If any one clots not believe my 
statement, let him live with mo and 
lie will soon learn that a pressure of 
business that will take a merchant a 
week to think about, I know the 
moment it is mentioned to me, I see 
and understand it from beginning to 
end, and I say, at once, u Do thus and 
so," " Go yonder," or u Take such 
and such a course;" but I need the 
Spirit of the Lord continually to 
guide and dictate me in business 
pertaining to farms, merchandizing, 
mining, missions, buying, selling, 
etc, etc*; and the more I have to do 
the more revelation I Deed, and the 
more acute my spirit must become. 

It is a great mystery to many 
people, and especially to strangers, 
how I have preserved myself. My 
life depends upon the Spirit of the 
Lord, although my body gets some- 
times a li tile out cf order, and it is 
very probable my stomach will ache 
pretty bad after this loud talking, 
for I am neither iron nor immortal. 
But a great many marvel at my pre- 
servation. I have revealed the secret 
a great many times, and can now — I 
never worry about anything. I try 
to live so as to know my business 
and understand my duty, and to do it 
at the moment without a long study. 
If ever I am in the least bothered 
with anything that comes before me 
it is in some frivolous case, trying to 
give counsel and advice to fin in- 
dividual without doing any mischief* 


1 If they want to do right, regardless 
of self or the world, i t is no trouble to 
tell them what to do. And I say to ' 
a farmer or a merchant, if you want 
to live so as to prolong your days, 
never worry about anything; but 

| have the Spirit of the Lord so as to 
know what to do, and when you have 
done or counseled right never fret 
about the result. It is in the hands 
of the Lord, and He will work out 
the problem, and you need not be at 
all afraid of the matter. And this is 
true of all the acts of the children of 
men." The .Lord has constituted ns 
rational beings, and our volition is 
free to choose good or evil, just as wo 
will; but when we have followed out 
our choice the Lord will overrule the 
result of our acts — it is in His hands 
and He will bring it out to suit Him- 
self, and He will make the wrath of 
man praise Him. When men under- 
take, as we see them occasionally, to 
interrupt every movement of the 
kingdom of God, and lay their plans, 
and have the train well laid in their 
own minds, for the destruction of the 
kingdom, the fitst thing they know 
they are in the mud and the Saint^ 
are thrown up. We have seen this 
scores of times. L is just so in the 

I world. Men may propose, hut God 
will dispose according to His good 
will and pleasure. 

I want to say to the Latter-day 
Saints, and to those who are not 
Saints, we have faith in God, and we 
have a reason for it. Every character 
who has declared himself to be God,, 
except the one we serve, has failed 
and been foiled in his calculations ; . 
he has come short in his plans and 
been put to shame. There is no 
question but foul spirits have declared 
themselves to be deities; we have 
history to this effect But they have 
come off in shame. But the Lord is 
our God and it is He whom we 
serve ; and we say to the whole world 


GATHERING THE POOR — RELIGION A SCIENCE. 


809 


that He is a tangible Being. We 
have a God with ears, eyes, nose, 
mouth ; He can and does speak. He 
has arms, hands, body, legs and feet ; 
He talks and walks; and we are 
formed after His likeness. The good 
book — the Bible, tells us what kind 
of a character our Heavenly Father 
is. In the first chapter of Genesis 
and the 1 7th verse, speaking of the 
Lord creating men, it reads as plain 
as it can read, and He created man 
in His own image and likeness; and 
if He created Adam and Eve in His 
own image, the whole human family 
are like Him. This same truth is 
bo n ) c o u f by the Savior. Said he, 
when talking to his disciples : "He 
that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father;" and, " I and my Father are 
one." The Scripture says that He, 
the Lord, came walking in the 
Temple, with His train; I do not 
know who they were, unless His 
wives and children ; but at any rate 
they filled the Temple, and bow many 
there were who could not get into 
the Temple I cannot say. This is 
the account given by Isaiah, whether 
he told the truth or not I leave every 
bod y to j ; : d go tnv hi mself. 

The Bible also says the Lord 
talked with Moses ; He talked with 
the rich and the poor, the noble and 
the ignoble. He sent His angels, 
and at hist sent His Sun, w ho was in 
the express image of the Father — 
His Only Begotten Son, according to 
the flesh, here on this earth. That :g 
the God we serve and believe in. He 
is a God of system, order, law, science, 
and art ; a God of knowledge and of 
power. He says to the human family, 
" Do as you please, but I will over* 
rule the results of your actions." He 
says to the wicked, " You may fight 
th ese Latter-day Saints, but they are 
xny people, I have called them, and 
commanded them to come out of 



on and to gather themselves 
together. You, wicked world, may 
fight them; you may lay your plans 
and schemes, but with all your 
machinations and wisdom 1 will show 
you that I am greater than you all, 
and I will put you to shame, and 
blast your expectations, and disap- 
point your calculations, and your 
attempts to injure my people will be 
foiled j for Zion shall arise, her glory 
shall be seen, and the kings of the 
earth shall enquire of the wisdom of 
Zion ; and God shall be great, and 
His name shall be terrible among the 
inhabitants of the earth ; and He will 
bring forth His kingdom and establish 
His government, and Jesus will come 
and rule, King of nations, as lie does 
King of Saints." We have law, we 
have rule, we have regulations; and 
they are here, they are written and 
published to the world. They are 
in the Old and New Testament, 
Book of Mormon and the Book 
of Doctrine and Covenants ; and we 
call upon all the earth, the rich and 
the poor, to hearken unto these 
things! Who will receive them? 
Not many rich, not many noble, not 
many great men of the earth; but 
the poor of this world the Lord has 
chosen, and He will make them rich, 
and they will be heirs of the earth. 
But they will be heirs with pure 
hearts, not with that covetousness we 
see manifested now. When we are 
prepared to receive the kingdom in 
its purity, and to honor its laws and 
principles in our lives, just so soon 
the Lord Almighty will bestow upon 
us strength, power, wisdom, glory, 
riches u:A honor, and all the good 
things that pertain to His kingdom; 
and the Lord will be great among the 
lie, and they will revere and 


acknowledge His name. 

God bless you, brethren and sisters. 
Amen. 
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(Reported by David FT. Evans.) 
KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS, 


I would like the attention of the 
congregation. First, to my brethren 
and sisters, How do you du r I hope 
you are well. My health is very 
excellent* I am happy to greet you 
again. It gives me pleasure to see 
the people, but greater pleasure to 
see them striving to do the will of 
God, 

I understand that this morning the 
congregation were treated to a dis- 
course giving the details of our travels 
for fifty- two days. I have no doubt 
they were very sati*fuctory. Those I 
whu hen ]*d the remarks of Brother 
George A Smith this morning must 
be aware that we are so mew 1 hat 
fatigued in body and want a little 
rest. We went from here to rest; 
but travelling every dny for nearly 
two months, and holding sometimes 
two or three meetings a day, does 
not afford much eh a n ee fur rest. 
However, it was a change — a change 
of climate, scenery, congregations 
and ."riends ; and we have had great 
pleasure in visiting the Saints. It is 
delightful to see those who profess to : 
be Saints living together in unity and 
peace, which 1 am happy to ;*ay is 
the case to a great degree with the 
people among whom we have been 
travelling, ' 

When we talk to and instruct the 
people we have to chasten and correct 
them sometimes, so as to lead their 
minds to principles more advanced 
than they are in the habit of prac- 
ticing. The Latter-day Saints are au 


excellent good people ; but when we 
contemplate t lie perfection of the 
inhabitants of Zinu we see that there 
is an opportunity for a great deal of 
improvement. Of the time that is 
allotted to man here on the earth 
there is none to lose or to mn to 
waste* After suitable rest and re- 
laxation there is not a day, hour or 
minute that we should spend in idle- 
ness, but every minute of every day 
of our lives we should strive to im- 
prove our minds and to increase in 
the faith of the holy Gospel, in 
charity, patience, and good works, 
that we may urow in the knowledge 
of the truth fis it is in Jesus Christ, 
If we are not Saints I do not think I 
ever saw any ; hut still there is a 
luck in the faith and works of this 
people, preparatory to the inhabiting 
of the Zion that is spoken and 
prophecied of and written about. 

There are a great many texts which 
might be used, very comprehensive 
: and full of meaning, but. I know of 
none, either in the Old or New 
Testament, more m than that saying, 
said to have bfon made by the Savior, 
and I have ih> doubt it was, " If ye 
love me, keep my commandments.'* 
You recollect that, afier the resur- 
rection, when Jesus came to Peter 
and others who had been fishing all 
night, but had caught nothing, he 
said to them, " Cast your net to the 
right side of the ship." They did so, 
and we read v hat they d tew a multi- 
tude to shore, and then they beheld 
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their Savior* After broiling and 
eating of their fish, Jesus, knowing | 
their feelings, and how apt men are 
to forget that which the}' once knew, 
said to Peter, " Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than these?" 
pointing to the fish. They had pro- 
fessed to love him ; they had followed 
him, and had suffered persecution for 
his sake; they had delighted in his 
words, rejoiced in Iris labors, and had 
seen the wonderful works which he 
performed, and some which, in his 
name, they had performed themselves; 
yet, after all this, they seemed in- 
clined to turn away and go a fishing; 
and when they had cmght fish and 
drawn them to the shore, Jesus said, 
M Do you love me more than you love 
these ?" He had previously told : 
them: 11 J f ye lovo me, keep my 
command ments." 

u How long ? For a day ? Keep 
the commandments of the Lord for a 
week ? Observe and do his will for 
a month or a year ? There is no 
promise' to any individual, that I 
have any knowledge of, that he shall 
receive the reward of the just, unless 
he is faithful to the end. If we fully 
understand and faithfully entry out 
in our lives the saying of Jesus, " If 
ye love me, keep tny commandments," 
we shall lie prepared to go back and 
dwell in the presence of the Father 
and the Son, 

What are his command ni en ts ? 
Did he ever teach the people any tiling 
that is wrong ? If we read the re^ 
qnirements made by Jesus, by the 
Father, or by any messenger sent 
from the Heavens to the children of 
men we shall find nothing that will 
injure any human being or that will 
destroy the soul of one of the sons or 
daughters of Adam and Eve. Many 
think that the sayings and doings of 
some of the prophets and servants ot 
God, in ancient and modern times, 
*aid and done in obedience to the 
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commands of the Lord Almighty, 
tend to evil ; but it is not so, All 
God's requirements tend to good to 
His children. Any notion to the 
contrary is the result of ignorance* 
The human family are enveloped in 
ignorance, so far as the origin and 
object of their existence here is con- 
cerned. Their ignorance, superstition, 
darkness and blindness are very ap- 
parent to all who are in the least 
enlightened by the spirit of truth* 
They seek to hide themselves in 
ignorance and blindness rather than 
learn who they are and the object of 
their being here. What do the 
human family know of God or Jesus, 
or of the words which I have quoted, 
14 If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments?** "Search the Scriptures, 
for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life," says Jesus, 14 and they are they 
which testify of me/' They testify 
of the Savior, of his doctrines and 
requirements, and of the ordinances 
of his house; the plan of salvation is 
there portrayed, and any person who 
follows its dictation may redeem 
himself from the thraldom of sin, 
and know, by the Spirit, that Jesus 
is the Christ. All who will take this 
course will know by revelation that 
God is out Father; they wiU under- 
; stand the relationship they hold to 
him and to their fel low -beings. The 
; world may in vain ask the question, 
"Who are we?" But the Gospel 
tells us that we are the sons and 
daughters of that God whom we 
serve. Some say, " We are the 
| children of Adam and Eve," So we 
are, and they are the children of our 
Heavenly Father. We arc all the 
children of Adam and Eve, and they 
and we are the offspring of Him who 
dwells in the heavens, the highest 
Intelligence that dwells anywhere 
that wo have any knowledge of. 
Here we find ourselves, and when 
infants, the most helpless, and nee 3- 
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ing the most care and attention of 
any creatures that come into being 
on the face of the earth. Here we 
find in ourselves the germ and the 
foundation 5 the embryo of exaltation, 
glory, immortality and eternal lives. 
As we prow up we receive strength, 
knowledge and wisdom, gome more 
and some less; but only by keeping 
the commands of the Lord Jesus can 
we have the privilege of knowing the 
things pertaining to eternity and our 
relationship to the heavens. 

When I contemplate the effects of 
keeping the commands of the Lord, 
and look at the Christian world, I 
Cannot help being struck with the 
difference of the results which flow 
from serving God and Satan. I have 
dwelt, for many years, in the Christian 
world. I have tried to learn all that 
they know. But what does it amount 
to ? Nothing. How many chapters, 
pamphlets, and volumes have been 
written upon the Holy Ghost, the 
birth of the Savior, and concerning 
the being of that God whom we servo ? 
But who knows the truth pertaining 
to these subjects or to any one of 
them ? Not one. But all who keep 
the commandments of Jesus have 
the privilege of gaining a correct 
understanding of these things. It 
we draw near to him, he will draw 
near to us; if we seek him early, we 
shall fiiid him j if we apply our 
minds faithfully and diligently, day 
by day, to know and understand the 
mind and will of God, it is as easy 
as, yes, I will say easier than, it is to 
know the minds of each other, for to 
know and understand ourselves and 
cur own being is to know and under- 
stand God and His bein^r. It is true 
there is a great deal of speculation in 
the world ; and it becomes more ap- 
parent every year; and it will con- 
tinue so until the people believe in 
the Gospel of the Son of God, or ore 
given over to infidelity. See the 


sects and pnrties springing up here 
and springing up there, from this 
and that, and embracing this and the 
other phantom ; or following after 
this and that dream or phantasy of 
their imagination. They are dividing 
and subdividing, and drifting, as fast 
as time can roll, into infidelity. 

Who will know the Son of God ? 
Who will know that Jesus is the 
Christ ? W ho, in this our day, can 
say as Peter did, " Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the Jiving God." 
How many will come to this ? Very 
few. How often I have contemplated 
the condition of the Christian world! 
I have preached the Gospel to 
hundreds of thousands of them. Did 
they believe ? If they did, they did 
not yield obedience. They would 
contend and argue against the truth, 

ill 

but only one here and another t here, 
or as it is written, "one of a city, 
and two of a family;" or, to reverse 
it, one of a family and two of a city, 
would obey it, and gather with the 
Saints. Many of those who have 
gathered, when they have been blessed 
with a few of the good things of this 
life, have lifted their heels against 
Jesus and in opposition to his com- 
mands and revelations, and have 
turned away to fables. I have often 
asked this quest ion, 41 Has one-half of 
these who have obeyed the Gospel 
and been baptized into the Church 
ever gathered with the Saints r" No, 
they have not; and to many who 
have gathered the Gospel soon became 
like a dream. They have had their 
minds opened and seen things cor- 
rectly ; they have had the manifesta- 
tions of the Spirit of the Lord and 
have rejoiced in the truth; but by 
and by, through the lusts of the flesh, 
they have become sordid, have turned 
again to the world, and have forgot 
the Gospel and its blessings. 

Is tliis the ea.se with the Saints ? 
It is the case with many who have 
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been called Saints, and yet we say 
that the Latter-day Saints, as a body, 
are the best people that can be found* 
Who would have done as they have : 
IV ho, in the world, are willing to 
manifest that they are believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, in the prophets 
and Apostles, and in Joseph Smith ? 
One of the Apostles, writing of con- 
fessing the Savior, says, "Every 
spirit that confesseth that Jesus is 
the Christ is of God ; and every spirit 
that confesseth not that Jesus is the 
Christ is not of God/' I say that 
every spirit that confesseth Jesus to 
be the Savior of the world, the Old 
and New Testament and the Book of 
Mormon to be true, and Joseph 
Smith to be a prophet, is of God ; but 
every spirit that does not confess 
these things is not of God, 

I can say to my brethren and sisters 
who profess to believe in the Gospel of 
the Son of God, as it has been revealed 
to us in these latter days, that we 
need to pay attention to our faith, 
and to observe the principles of our 
religion inviolate, and to live by every 
word that proceeds out of the mouth 
of God, or we shall not bo prepared 
to inherit that glory that we antici- 
pate. Is this so ? It is, most as- 
suredly. I know that many Latter- 
day Saints think when they have 
obeyed the Gospel, made a sacrifice 
in forsaking their homes, perhaps 
their parents, husbands, wives, chil- 
dren, farms, native lands, or other 
things held dear, that the work is 
done ; but it is only just commenced. 
The work of pari tying ourselves and 
preparing to build up the Zion of 
God on this continent has only just 
begun with us when we have got as 
far as that Are we prepared now to 
establish the Zion that the Lord 
designs to build up ? I have many 
times asked the questions, ** Where 
is the man that knows how to lay 
the fiist rock for the wall that is to 


surround the Kew Jerusalem or the 
Zion of God on the earth ? Where is 
the man who knows how to construct 
the first gate of the city ? Where 
is the man who understands how to. 
build up the kingdom of God in its 
purity and to prepare for Zion to 
come down to meet it ?" " Well " 
says one, " I thought the Lord was 
going to do tins." So He is if we 
will let Him, That is what we want: 
we want the people to be willing for 
the Lord to do iL But He will do 
it by means. He will not send His 
angels to gather up the rock to build 
up the Xew Jerusalem. He will not 
send His angels from the heavens to 
go to the mountains to cut the timber 
and make it into lumber to adprn the 
city of Zion. He has called upon us 
to do this work; and if we will let 
Him work by, through, and with u?, 
He can accomplish it; otherwise we 
shall fall short, :ind shall never have 
the honor of building up Zion on the 
ear ih. Is this so ? Certainly. Well, 
then, let us keep the commandments, 1 

What are His commandments to 
us ? Has He commanded us to build 
mi ark ? No. He told Noah' to do 
that for the salvation of those who 
would go into it; and after he had 
built it, and had preached righteous- 
ness for a long space of time, warning 
the pt-ople of the coming judgments 
of the Almighty, how many believed 
his testimony? Only eight souls, 
and they were members of his own 
f amily. All the rest were swept from 
the face of the earth. This is accord- 
ing to the account given to us in the 
Old Testament, which we believe* 
I know that there are a great many 
in the world who are so wise in their 
own eyes that they are not disposed 
to believe the account contained in 
the Bible of the Creation, of Adam 
and Eve in the Garden of Eden, the 
antediluvian world and other things, 
but we profess to believe, and we 


do or should believe these things, 1 

The Lord has said that He will 
never again destroy the world by a 
flood. What will the next great 
catastrophe be? It will I e fire : He 
will cleanse the earth as by fire, and 
will purify and make it holy, and 
prepare it for the habitation of His 
Snints. But in doing this, which 
will be accomplished by the united 
labors of His Saints under His direc- 
tion, He has not told us to build an 
ark ; He has not told us to jfo out of 
Sodom, as He did Lot and his f amily ; 
neither has Be told us to go down 
into Egypt or to come out of Egypt. 
What has He told us ? He has told 
us, and it is recorded in the revela- 
tions contained in the New Testament, 
that in the latter days He would 
send His angel flying through the 
midst of heaven, having the everlast- 
ing Gospel to preach to those who 
dwell on the earth. That angel has 
flown, the Gospel is delivered, the 
kingdom is established, and Zion has 
to be built up. Are the Laiter-day 
Saints going to do this? Yes, we 
say so; we think the Latter-day 
Saints are going to do it. But are 
these my brethren and sisters now 
before me going to do Hi Am I 
going to help to do it ? I know that 
I have labored nearly forty years to 
get the people to believe and fo em- 
brace, in t heir faith and practice, . 
what the Lord has told us to do. 
The Lord wants to build up His 
Zion, and He wants to build it up 
through you and me. We are the 
ones He has called upon. Will we 
consent to do this V 1 firmly believe 
that, before we make any very effec- 
tual progress in the accomplishment 
of that work, we must become more 
united and more fervent in our faith 
and practice than we .have ever yet 
been at any time. We have to 
become more like a single family, 
and be one, that we may be the 


Lord's; and not every one have his 
own individual*' interest. This is 
destructive, this disconnects the feel- 
ings of the people one from another, 
and causes divisions and disunion. 
But when we make the general cause 
of Zion our individual cause it brings 
us closer together. 

We must observe all the words of 
the Lord, The commandments con- 
tained in the New Testament with 
regard to the ordinances of the house 
of God are obligatory upon us. But 
we are not called upon to build an 
ark to pave ourselves ; we are called 
to build up Zion. God has spoken 
from the heavens, and given us reve- 
lations, and it is for you and me to 
obey. The command has been given, 
it is recorded, aud you can all read 
for yourselves. 

In partaking of this Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper we are all agreed. 
When Jesus broke the bread and 
poured out and blessed the wine, said 
he, " Do this till I come." We do it 
every Sabbath in remembrance of — 
him, and we all agree in doing this. 
When the word is, " Be baptized for 
the remission of sins," we also agree 
on this: no dissenting voice. When 
we say we must have hands laid on 
for the reception of the Holy Ghost, 
we all consent to it, all feel alike in 
this. When we sa} r that the Lord is 
pouring out the gifts of prophecy, 
revelation, tongues, visions, faith, 
healings, and so forth, we all agree 
in these things. They are all right, 
all co*rect, we believe in them all, 
and we yield obedience to them. 
But when He speaks from the heavens 
and says, u Now, my children, gather 
out from the wicked," some consent 
to this, and actually go so far as to 
gather, and that is why we are here 
in these mountains. But our labor 
is not done: we must still progress 
until we become one. The Lord 
says, " Be one, except ye are one, ye 
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are not mine, be united." But do 
we take a course to became so ? I 
will ask, have we, as a general thing, 
obeyed the first revelations, to gather 
to Zion, and when there, to conse- 
crate our property and devote all our 
substance, time and talents for the 
building up the kingdom ? Have 
we obeyed the commandments and 
rcqu iremcn ts of Heaven in yielding 
up everything to t lie will of God, and 
being dictated, as we should be, by 
the spirit of revelation? No, we 
have not. Herein we come short of 
that that we might do and perform 
for our own benefit and for the salva- 
tion of others, for it is not only tor 
the glory of God, but for our own 
benefit that we each of us labor. The 
Lord is perfectly independent : He 
has received J lis glory, He reigns 
supreme and omnipotent. He is not 
dependent upon yon and me< If 
every one of us should apostatize and 
go down to hell, it would neither add 
to nor diminish from His glory. He 
would mourn at our folly in turning 
away from the holy commandments 
and suffering the wrath of the 
Almighty to come upon us; the 
Heavens would weep over us, but 
still the Lord has His glory, and you 
and I are not laboring fur H is benefit. 
For whose benefit are we laboring? 
For our own. All my preaching, 
laboring, and toils in this kingdom 
have been for myself, to get into the 
Celestial Kingdom of God. I have 
been laboring for that and nothing 

else. 

The Latter-day Saints require con- 
siderable preaching to; they ought 
to pray a little more; they are doing 
pretty well, but if we try to draw 
them a little closer together, how 
quickly we see the selfishness of the 
children of men in our own midst. 
If we ask them to devote their time, 
talents and powers more completely 
to the building up of the Kingdom of 


God, one says, " This is mine, I ara 
not going to have anybody control 
me another one says, "1 am not 
going to submit to this," Why, 
bless me ! what have they ? Nothing 
bat what the Lord gave them, even 
to their own lives. Everything they 
have is what the Lord has given, and 
He can take it away at His pleasure. 
He can bestow millions upon them if 
He pleases, or take away at His 
pleasdre. Yet. while men will 
acknowledge this, one will say, "I 
am not goimr to be controlled ; ,T and 
another, '* I am going to draw out of 
this." You have heard and seen 
through this city a great deal of 
talking, writing, and sophistry on 
this subject, No matter how many 
pretty words are strung together into 
seutencesand made to appear beautiful 
on paper, it amounts to nothing. It 
is the truth ; it is the love and the 
power of the Lord Almighty, and it 
is the Gospel of the Son of God that 
you and 1 have embraced. Should 
we be controlled by that? Yes, in 
everything. Well, get the people 
united together and they will be 
controlled by it; but as it is now,, 
the purchasing of a little merchandise 
sends a parcel of them to the devil. 
It is folly in the extreme! By and 
by such characters will go to their 
own place. There will be no carriages 
there; no horses, fine houses, silks 
and satins there. Oh, the foolishness 
of the child ten of men ! 

Who are we, I ask again ? We 
are the children of the Almighty, of 
Him who trained this earth and 
brought it into existence and placed 
Ilia children upon it, to see what they 
would do. He gave them their 
agency and said, " Now, act for your- 
selves;" and every one does act for 
himself, for good or evil, for blessings 
or curses. We all act for ouiselves, 
I am laboring expressly to get back 
again into the presence of my Father 
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and of my elder brother. "What are 
you laboring fur ? Gold ? Just see 
how some are running to the gold 
mines! "Oh," says one, "there is 
silver found yonder/' Says another, 
" There is gold or there is copper 
found yonder/* See the greediness 
of the hearts of the children of men, 
and that too right in the midst of 
this people. We can praise the 
people, generally a great deal ; we 
give them credit for considerable 
good they have done ; but we cannot 
give our brethren and sisters credit 
for any part icular good while follow- 
ing the foolish fashions of the world. 
The Lord cannot credit them for 
running after gold and silver and the 
riches of this world. 1 f they do good, 
they shall receive credit; if they give 
alms to the poor, they shall receive 
credit for it If they are disposed to 
do anything for the benefit of the 
kingdom of God on the earth, they 
■will be blessed and credited for it. 
But when their hearts are turned 
from the holy commandments of the 
Lord Jesus, and to seeking afrer the 
things of this life, which perish, they 
will find that they will perish as well 
as the things they are using. What 
a pity ! Howr lamentable it is. 

Now I ask the Latter-day Saints, 
liave you anything to fear? Yes, 
you have. Have 1 anything to fear ? 
Yes. What is it ? 1 fear lest I may 
slacken in my faith and obedience in 
living as the Spirit of the Lord 
Almighty has rccjuired me to live, 
and is urging this people to live, so 
that we may be worthy to build tip 
Zion. Have yon or I anything else 
to be afraid of? No; not at all. I 
have no fear of heaveuly beings, for 
they are my friends. I want to go 
to their society and to be associated 
with them. I like some of God's 
messengers, who travel about, to visit 
me. I am fond of their society. I 
.like the spirits that dwell there, I 


want to go home; I want to go back 
again and live there for ever. Why, 
the thought that the intelligence that 
is brought into existence here, may 
be annihilated, is enough to make 
one shudder ! There are some who 
go so far in their unbelief that they 
deny the resurrection of the body; 
and even to say that the soul sleeps 
eternally. What is the use of your 
intelligence, what is it good for if 
this be true ? There is no such thing 
as destroying element! There is no 
such philosophy as annihilation. If 
the spirit should return to native 
element the clement would not be 
destroyed; the particles of matter 
will remain for ever. There are 
some now getting so lofty in their 
imaginations, and so wise and intelli- 
gent in their own estimation that 
they pretend to explain all the mys- 
teries of the past, present and future. 
They are like some called Latter-day 
Saints; they can talk very glibly 
about the principles of what they 
term the Gospel; but the practical 
workings of the religion of the Savior 
they know or care little about. You 
come to the Latter-day Saints, and 
you may find plenty who talk their 
religion a great deal ; you may find a 
hundred willing even to die for it to 
one who is willing to live it. If all 
were willing to live it we would risk 
the dying; we care nothing about 
that. We shall all go sooner or later. 
We shall not stay in this world in 
our present condition for ever. Some- 
thing or other will divide this intelli- 
gence or spirit from the body which 
it inhabits ; and the tabernacle will 
go down to dust. Our spirits will not 
sleep an eternal sleep, but our bodies 
will be resurrected, and our spirits 
and our bodies will he reunited ; and 
all who believe to the contrary are in 
a state of darkness, wretchedness and 
unbelief. 

Brethren and sisters, be faithful to 
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your religion. There is not the least 
reason for fear from any other source 
in the world- Keep as calm as a 
summers evening; no harm cai: 
come to him who serves God with all 
his heart and trusts^n Him for future 
results. "But" some say, "cannot 
they kill usT Yes, they can kill 
you and me, if the Lord permits; 
but if He doei nut. I reckon thev 
cannot. And suppose they do kill 
us ! Do we want to stay in this 
world in our present condition for 
ever ? 0, no. If Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith had not been killed in Carthage 
jail, do you think they would have 
lived for ever ? No, they could not; 
the fiat has gone forth that our bodies 
must all return to mother earth/] 

There is no danger for the Latter- 
day Saints. The Lord reigns. He 
has said that he would tight our 
battles. Has He done so ? Look 
back, ye Saints, for forty years, from 
the sixth of this month, when this 
Church was organized. Brother 
George A, Smith and a few of us 
were away on the anniversary of the 
day; but yon, here, had a little Con- 
ference and adjourned over. Did you 
realize that forty years had elapsed 
since this Church was organized? 
Yes, and there is no question that you 
talked of it. Look back, members of 
this Church, fur thirty-nine years! 
Has the Lord fought our battles? 
He has. Has He protected and fed 
and clothed us? Certainly He has. 
When we came here no man knew 
that we could raise an ear of corn, 
and a great many believed that we 
could not How many contended 
against our setting out fruit trees ? 
Said they, " You never can raise an 
apple, plum, or pear, and you certainly 
can never raise a peach or an apricot. 
We told them we should set cut trees 
and trust in the Lord; and although 
when we came here everything was 
freezing to death, yet now, through 


' the Lord blessing the elements and 
tempering the soil, water and atmos- 
phere, the Saints in every settlement 
are raising beautiful grains and fruits ; 
and the people are increasing and 
multiplying. Wherever we have 
been on our recent journey they 
flocked out by hundreds to welcome 
us ; and there were swarms of healthy, 
bright intelligent children every where. 

Talk about polygamy! There is 
no true philosopher on the face of 
the earth but what will admit that 
such a system, properly carried out 
according to the order of heaven, is 
far superior to monogamy for the 
raising of healthy, robust children ! 
A person possessing a moderate 
knowledge of physiology, or who has 
paid attention to his own nature and 
the nature of the gentler sex, can 
readily understand this, 

" But," says one, " are we not all 
to be killed for our belief in this 
principle ?" I reckon not. '* Are 
we not going to be driven from our 
homes P I don't know. This is a 
good place; 1 would like to stay 
here; I would rather not go; I have 
considerable to leavo if we should go 
from here, I do not know how to 
do without the liberty that my father 
fought for. He went into the Revo- 
lutionary army when lie was fourteen 
years old, and stayed until the close 
of the war ; nnd I do not know how 
to do without that liberty anyway in 
the world, I guess I can think as I 
please, and I guess I can live happy, 
I shall try to, at any rate, until I 
finish my work, and I rather think 
you will, brethren and sisters, if you 
love Jesus, and prove it by keeping 
his commandments. If you do this, 
there is no danger in the world. Bnt 
when I look round and see the foolish 
habits of the people, it is a little 
mortifying, and I wish it were other- 
wise. Still we put up with it v and 
do the best we can ; and talk and 
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preach and set you erinples, and 
teach you ' 10W *° be Saints in very 
deed, su that by and by you may bo 
prepared io go and phi Id up the 
Centre Stake of Zion. If 1 have to 
go from here, if I 'ive to do so, I 
want to go to Jackson county. May 
I? (Yes, from tee eongiegation,) 
That is the place I want h) go to, H 
ia not deal thy iike this; bat the Lord 
will make it so, ami lb- will bless the 
soil, the wnter, and tin* ntniosphere, 
and thev will become ii iltbv if the 
Saints will live then i MgioQ. Let 


us do the will of God and there is 
no fear from any quarler. I never 
felt calmer since I have been in this 
Church, and 1 have been in the wars. 
I have left my home five iimes, and 
a good handsome properly each time; 
bat I do not feel a bit like it now, 
and I cannot get the spirit of it. 

To the Latter-day Saints I say, five 
your religion, sanctify the Lord God 
in your hearts, live by every word 
that proceeds from the month of God, 
and we shall we prospered. 

Gou bless you, Amen. 
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Iam called upon thi* afternoon to 
make some remarks upon the life and 
death of Brother Ezra Taft Benson, 
who has been suddenly taken out of 
oar midst — from time in o eternity. 

I have long since considered it 
unnecessary to make any excuses for 
p e rfora ting my duly upon any occa- 
sion in public; but it (here is any 
position whe v e a man wight have 
doubts about satisfying i/s own mind 
or the minds of his friends, perhaps 
it is on an occasion like this. It is 
well known, at least io the .Latter- 
day Saints, that the EMers of Isi*ael 
rise to speak without any written 
sermon or preparation <>f any kind. 
Man}* of us have I eeu engaged the 
greater portion of our lives in preach- 
ing the Gospel to the wo- Id, and on 
every occasion we depend for assist* 


a nee and preparation upon the Spirit 
of God. This is my position this 
afternoon. 1 rise before you with no 
prepared sennon, and with no par- 
ticular principles that I have settled 
in my mind to addiess you upon; 
depending, as on all occasions, upon 

-the Spirit ol" God and the froth and 
prayers of my friends* This dispen- 
sation of Providence causes me many 

'reflections; and I presume ii is the 
case with every Latter*day Saint 
present. In I he fi-st place 1 will ask 
the question, "What position did 
Brother Benson occupy while in the 
flesh, and how m:»uy have ever held 
the same position on the face of the 
earth ? The words contained in the 
7th verse of the 52nd chapter of the 
prophecies of Isaiah a'-e brought to 
iDy mind. While contemplating the 
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great work of building tip the Zion 
of God in the last days, he says — 

41 How beautiful upon the moun- j 
tains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that puMisheth peace ; 
that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation ; that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth !" 

What position can any man occupy 
on the face of the earth, that is more 
noble, God-Hke, high and glorious 
than to be a messenger of salvation 
onto the human family ? What 
more responsible position can a man 
occupy than to he an Apostle of the 
Lord Jesus Christ? I do not know 
of any in t his or any other generation. 
The thought also arises in my mind, 
how many individuals have ever held i 
this position on the earth ? I find in 
the history recorded in the Bible, 
from the days of Adam down through 
the different dispensations and gene- 
rations, that prophets have existed on 
the earth. Adam, himself, was a 
prophet and he ordained his sons to 
the Melchizedek Priesthood ; the 
Gospel of Christ was taught to him 
after the Fall, and he attended to the 
ordinances of the house of God. He 
was a High Priest, and, as a High 
Priest, held the keys of the kingdom 
of God. There were many sons who 
were High Priests, having been 
ordained to this office by their father 
Adam, Three years belore his death 
he called together Setfa, Enos, Jared, 
Cainan, Mahalecl, Methusaleb, and 
many other of his descendants in the 
Valley of Adarn-Ondi-Ahman, and 
there rose up and blessed them with 
his great and last patriarchal blessing. 
This has been given to us by re vela- 
lation ; and these men were prophets 
and High Priests. 

Tracing down the sacred history 
through the different ages and dis- 
pensations, we learn that many 
prophets existed among the children 
of men. Moses was a lawgiver in 
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Israel, and held the office of a Prophet, 
Seer, and Revel ator. When I say 
that many prophets have existed, it 
probably needs some qualification. 
The number of persons thus honored 
of God has not been many when com- 
pared with the whole of the people 
who have lived; but in every Gospel 
a^e and dispensation God has had 
His prophets and servants upon the 
earth to make known His will to its 
inhabitants. In the days of Moses 
Elders were chosen as his counselors; 
and seventy Elders were ordained to 
bear record of the things of God and 
to assist Moses in the work to fee 
performed in his day ; but we do not 
read of Apostles being chosen under 
Moses's dispensation. Jesus taber- 
nacled in the flesh to establish the 
kingdom of his Fattier upon the 
earth, and when he was thMy years 
of age he went forth administering in 
the ordinances of the house of God, 
and he chose twelve Apostles to assist 
him, and he gave to them the keys of 
the kingdom of God. And the 
highest office that any man has ever 
held on the face of the earth in this 
or any other generation is that of an 
Apostle, 

We read that God set in His 
Church ilrst Apostles, then prophets, 
evangelists, pastors, teachers, gifts, 
graces and helps; and the office of an 
Apostle entitles him to hold the keys 
of the kingdom of God ; and what 
he binds on earth is bound in heaven, 
and what he looses on earth is loused 
in heaven. The history of the Twelve 
whom Jesus chose is to be found in 
the New Testament; within the lids 
of that book their travels, the course 
they pursued and the doctrines they 
taught are published to the world. 
Nearly the whole of them sealed their 
testimony with their blood, Soiue 
were crucified as their master was ; 
some were beheaded ; and all, except 
John, suffered martyrdom in some 
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way for the word of Cod find the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. This was 
the fate of the first quorum of Apostles 
we have any history of. 

After the death and resurrection of 
the Savior, when he ministered to his 
disciples the last time on earth, lie 
informed thera that he had other 
sheep not of this fold whom he was 
going to visit and minister unto. The 
Book* of Mormon is a record of the 
descendants of the House of Israel 
who dwelt on this continent anciently. 
It gives us the history of the Jarcdites 
who Ciimc from the Tower of Babel ; 
of Lclii and his family, who ciirno 
from Jerusalem, and also of the 
Lamanites and ftiephitcs, the descend- 
ants of Nephi and Lemuel, sons of 
Lehi. In that record we find that 
Christ, after hi.-; death and resurrec- 
tion, visited that branch of the house 
of Israel which dwelt on this con- 
tinent. On the occasion of that visit 
we are informed that Jesus chose 
Twelve Apostles and gave to them 
the same power, keys, gifts and graces 
that he had given to his Apustlcs on 
the eastern continent, and they went 
forth and magnified their callings?. 
All of this quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles had the promise of departing 
and being with Christ when they 
were seventy- two years old, except 
three of them. To these three Jesus 
gave a promise similar to that which 
he gave to John the Revelator — 
namely, that they should tnny in the 
flesh until he came. History informs 
us that the wicked tried to kill John 
in various ways, placing him, on one 
occasion, in a cauldron of boiling oil, 
but his life was preserved ; and that 
finally, in the reign of Dotnitian 
Caesar, he was banished to the Isle of 
Patmos to work in the lead mines, 
TV bile there he was blessed with 
visions, revelations, knowledge, light 
and truth, a portion of which we 
ta?e recorded in what are called the 


Revelations of St, John, In the 
reign of Nerva John was recalled t 
and afterwards wrote his epistles. 
The first quorum of Apostles were 
nil put to death, except John, and we 
are informed that he still remains on 
the earth, though his body has doubt- 
less undergone some change. Three 
of the Nephites, chosen here by the 
Lord Jesus ay his Apostles, had the 
same promise 1 — that they should not 
taste death until Christ came, and 
they still remain on the earth in the 
flesh.;* '*' n / P '* : '** ' J ! r 

Thus we have an necount in the 
Bible and Book of Mormon of but 
two quurnms of Twelve Apostles 
being chosen previous to this dispen- 
sation ; but in these last dnys the 
Lord called upon Joseph Smith, pave 
him power „„d authority to cruize 
His Church and kingdom again upon 
the enrth, and gave him the Holy 
Priesthood and the keys of the king- 
dom of God, Joseph was ordained to the 
Apostleship under the hands of men 
holding the keys of the kingdom of 
God in the days of Jesus — namely, 
Peter, Jnmes and John, 

I shall not occupy time with enter- 
ing into the details of these things* 
I have referred to them to^bow the 
importance of the office held by 
■Brother Benson. He was a member 
of one of the three quorums of 
Apostles that have ever been chosen 
on the face of the earth since Jesus 
Christ tabernacled in the flesh, that 
we have any knowledge of. The 
first chosen when Jesus commenced 
his public labors in the flesh; the 
second after his resurrection, here on 
this continent ; and the third, since 
the revelation of the Gospel in our 
own day. Here we find only thirty- 
six men, chosen at various times and 
dispensations, in six thousand years, 
to hold this order of Priesthood, 
unless they were chosen in the days 
of Enoch and at times in which the 
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Bible does not inform us. This 
n amber has been increased, however, 
by others who have been chosen to fill 
vacancies in these quorums, as in the 
case of Judas, and others ; but it is 
safe to say that the entire immber 
who have held this office from the 
days of Adam until to-day has been 
very limited. As to the number of 
inhabitants who have dwelt on the 
earth daring that period, it is a pretty 
difficult matter to form any correct 
idea in relation to it. I do not think 
that any statistician could tell this to 
any degree of correctness* It is a 
kind of a given point in these days to 
say thut the population of the earth 
is about a thousand millions, and that 
this number pass away every genera- 
tion* It is also estimated that about 
three generations pass away in a cen- 
tury ; this gives three thousand 
millions in a century, thirty thousand 
millions in a thousand years, and one 
hundred and eighty thousand millions 
in sis thousand years — about the 
period that is supposed to have elapsed 
since the creation of man upon the 
earth. Whether these statistics are 
anything like correct it is not of 
much importance to discuss; but it 
is an important reflection that Brother 
Benson, who has been associated with 
us so many years, is one of the chosen 
few, of all the immense numbers who 
have dwelt on the face of the earth, 
who have been called to hold the 
office of Apostle. Well might the 
prophet say, " How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet," &c. 

I wilt say that in my boyhood, 
while attending Sabbath school in 
my native State, Connecticut, there 
seemed something glorious to me 
about the Apostles of Jesus Christ 
who were called to preach the Gospel 
of the Son of God to the inhabitants 
of the earth j and I have many times 
felt that I would willingly walk a 
thousand miles to see a prophet, an 
No. 21, 


Apostle, or any man called of God, 
who could teach me the way to be 
saved, a man who held in his hands 
the power of the Priesthood, who 
could command the elements aird 
they would obey him, and who could 
declare the words of life in their truth 
and purity to the inhabitants of the 
earth. I always looked upon the 
lives and missions of the^e men, 
though despised by the world gene- 
rally, as the most important of any 
men who ever dwelt in the flesh. 
Jesus himself was called master of 
the house of Beelzebub, and travelled 
through a constant scene of poverty, 
ridicule, persecution and affliction; 
yet there was something great, good, 
grand and glorious in the life of the 
Savior of the world. This was the 
fate of him and his Apostles; and 
though they descended below all 
things, they held in their hands the 
destiny and salvation, not only of 
that generation, but of all the human 
race; and woe be to that house, 
nation, kiudred, tongue or people 
who rejected their words and testi- 
mony, for they will rise in judgment 
against them. 

From the days of my childhood 
until I heard the fulness of the Gospel, 
as taught by the Latter-day Saints, I 
had a great desire to live to see a 
prophet or Apostle, I have lived to 
see this day. I have lived to see the 
Church and kingdom of God on 
the earth, with all its gifts, graces, 
power, glory and dominion, revealed 
and organized by the ministrations 
of angels from God in heaven and by 
the revelations of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I have lived to see Apostles 
and the full organization of the 
Priesthood again officiating in and 
administering the ordinances of salva- 
tion to the children of men. 

Brother Ezra T. Benson, whose 
death has occurred so unexpectedly, 
was one of the few railed in this day 
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to bear testimony to the nations of 
the earth of the restoration of this 
Gospel, and he has travelled many 
thousand miles to do 80. He hits 
been true and faithful unto death, 
and he will receive a crown of life. 
He has gone from our midst to the 
spirit world to mingle with the Gods, 
or at lca^t with his brethren who 
have gene before him; whether lie 
will mingle with the Gods until after 
the resurrection perhaps it is not for 
me to SJiy, He has gone home to 
receive his reward. What a cloud of 
reflection it. brings to the mind ! It 
speaks in loud language to every 
Apostle, prophet. Elder and Saint of 
God, and to all the inhabitants of the 
earth, M Be ye also ready ! " That is 
what it says to all men. If yon have 
anything to do, any work to perform 
that, is of consequence to yourself or 
friends, living or dead, do it. 

In there any sorrow or mourning 
in my heart with regard to the de- 
part tire of Brother Benson ? I would 
rather fullo.v a thousand Apostles and 
prophets to the grave and free their 
lifeless remains deposited in the dark j 
and silent tomb, than see one man 
who has tasted the good word of God 
and the powers of the world to come, 
make shipwreck of his faith, lose his 
crown and go to perdition. I have 
had more sorrow in seeing men, with 
whom 1 have traveled and preached 
the Gospel, turn from the truth, com- 
mit wickedness, and lose their stand- 
ing in the Church, than over all the 
faithful La tier-day Saints I have seen 
laid in the tomb. When I see a man 
depart who, like Brother Bensou, has 
been ever willing to go and come and 
do the bidding of those over him, I 
look forward with great joy to his 
reward. He is the first man in the 
Quorum of the Twelve, who, for the 
last forty years, has had the privilege 
of dying a natural death ; for most of 
the Apostles who ever tabernacled in 


the flesh have died as martyrs. We 
have had two in our quorum who 
have died thus, besides our Prophet 
and Patriarch. True, they will re- 
ceive a martyr's crown, ?>o will all 
men who are tr"e and faithful unto 
death and lay down their lives for 
the work of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, 

Brother Benson has died among 
his friends; he had Lot been in pain 
or suffering, or endured a lingering 
sickness. Thank God he died in the 
harness and has gone home to receive 
hi* reward. During the time lie ha& 
been a member of the Church he has 
been on many missions. I will hero 
remark, without entering into details, 
that, at the time the Saints were 
driven ftom Illinois to this land, he 
was called upon and sent east, as one 
of the agents of the Church, to prove 
the eastern country — our Puritan 
fathers and friends in New England, 
after we iiad been driven from our 
homes, country, and the graves of 
parents, wives and children, to see if 
they would stretch out their hand to 
assist us while in the wilderness. He 
labored faithfully on that mission, 
visiting Boston and other leading 
New England cities, calling for con- 
tributions to help the poor, the widow 
and the fatherless, who were, in a 
measure, in a state of starvation in 
the wilderness, after having been 
driven from their homes in the midst 
of an inclement winter. I bel eve he 
got fifty dollars. If he had gone into 
Missouri and split rails by the day, I 
guess he would have made consider- 
able more money in the same Lime. 
But never mind ! He was faithful 
on his mission, and returned faithful, 
and continued so from the commence- 
ment of his career as a Latter-day 
Saint until the day of his death. I 
rejoice in this, and it is a consolation 
to his family and to all Israel to 
know that he has been true and 
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faithful to bis calling. When I con- 
template and realize that the little 
time spent here in this mortal life 
will fix and mould our destiny for all 
the endless ages of eternity, I try to 
realize what manner of men we all 
ought to be. 

I have traveled a good deal with 
Brother Benson and have been ac- 
quainted with him, as you have, a 
good many years past, and I can bear 
this testimony of him — he has always 
been ready and willing to labor in 
either temporal or spiritual things. 
Here on this road he labored faithfully 
during the past year in building a 
hundred miles of the railioad; he 
and t'iuse associated with him finished 
their job with punctuality. All these 
things show the untiring industry 
and perseverance of the man* 

This is the way with ail of us. We 
are till called to labor in temporal 
and spiritual things in building up 
the kingdom of God in these last 
days. We have to preach the Gospel 
to the children ot men ; w? have to 
warn the nations of the earth. We 
have been called to do this; this is 
the command of God to the Elders of 
Israel. In obedience to this they 
shonller their knapsacks, and without 
purse or scrip, travel the world over 
to declare to the children of men the 
words of life and salvation* In doing 
this they swim rivers, wade swamps, 
and end ore much toil a? id privation. 
During the last thirty-seven years of 
my life I have traveled one hundred 
thousand miles in obedience to this 
command. It will he well with all 
men who are faithful in the per- 
formance of these duties. Brother 
Benson never performed a mission or 
any other duty but what he will 
rejoice over for ever, and so it will be 
with us all. The reward of the 
faithful will amply repay them for all 
the labors they ever per formed or for 
the privations they have endured. 


No labor we have ever done that has 
helped to promote the happiness and 
well-being of our fellow-men will go 
unrewarded. Brother Benson today, 
instead of being with his family in 
Logan, that is in the flesh, he may 
be with them in spirit, is privileged 
to mingle with his brethren who 
have gone before — Joseph, Hyrum, 
David, Parley, Heber and the prophets 
and Apostles of former days. He is 
mingling with then. They have 
finished f heir work in the flesh. So 
has he. He has been suddenly called 
away from his labors, but his .works 
will follow him. 

I wish to speak to my friends a 
little with regard to the position 
which we occupy as tillers of Krael, 
aud as the Church and kingdom of 
God upon the eai th. I feel impressed 
to do so. I do not know that I wish 
to say a g eat deal more with regard 
to Brother Beusou. His labors are 
before us and the world, and they are 
befo] e God and angels. I am sat isiied 
with them, and I do not know who 
is not who was acquainted with him. 
I wish now to say something with 
regard to (he organization of this 
Chinch and the position occupied by 
Joseph Smith, Elder Benson and the 
Apostles and Priesthood of this 
Church. 

We are living in a very important 
age, an age in which preparations are 
making fur the second coming of the 
Messiah to reign a thousand years 
upon the earth with his Saints. The 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ment will never be fulfilled until this 
comes to pass. An angel of God, the 
Revelator John informs us, was to fly 
through the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting Gospel to preach to 
them that dwell on the earth — tm 
every nation, kindred, tongue and 
people, saying with a loud voice, 
"Fear God and give glory to Him, 
for the hour of His judgment is come, 
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and worship Him who made the 
Leaven j the earth, the and the 
fountains of water." You may take 
up Isaiah and all the prophets, and 
you will find that they refer to ibis 
latter-day dispensation, when the 
kingdom of God should be established 
on the earth. There never was a 
prophet, from Adam down, whose 1 
records we have, but had his eye upon 
this great dispensation of the last 
days. When the Lord created the 
earth He placed men upon it, and 
though the power of sin lias entered 
it, it has not been left by the Lord to 
go at random. In Adam all fell, or 
died ; but in Christ, the Apostle says, 
all are made alive. Our worthy 
President has often said, when speak- 
ing upon the prevalence of sin in this 
world, that one of the greatest honors 
and blessings ever conferred on the 
sons * of men was to come and dwell 
in the flesh in a sinful world like 
this, amid the power of evil, tempta- 
tion and darkness, that they might 
have the privilege of overcoming them 
and of inheriting eternal life, which 
is the greatest gilt of God. All the 
prophets have foreseen the establish- 
ment of the kingdom of God in the 
last days ; they have seen Zion pass 
through all her travail and persecution 
to her final triumph, when she pos- 
sessed great glory, power and dominion 
upon the land ol Joseph, Daniel saw 
the kingdom of God, which he likens to 
a little stone cut out of the mountains 
without hands, which grew and in- 
creased in size until it filled the whole 
earth. Daniel said this kingdom was 
to be an everlasting kingdom. 

Well, brethren and sisters, you and 
I have lived to see the dawn of the 
great day thus referred to by the 
prophets, in which the God of heaven 
has set His hand for the last time to 
establish His kingdom upon the earth ; 
a kingdom not to be overthrown, but 
to remain until sin, Satan and the 
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power of the devil are banished from 
the face thereof, and until, as the 
prophets have said, the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms 
of our God and His Christ. 

This day we have lived to see. 
This tabernacle, this congregation, 
and the multitudes through the valleys 
of the mountains are the fruits of this 
work. How did it commence? It 
commenced by an angel of God flying 
through the midst of heaven and 
visiting a young man named Joseph 
Smith, in the year 1827, That was 
the time of a great awakening among 
the sectarians of the day — a day of 
revivals and protracted meetings, 
when the people were called upon to 
join themselves to the sectarian 
churches, This young man looked 
arotfnd amid the confusion among the 
different sects, each proclaiming the 
plan of salvation differently, and each 
claiming it was right and that all 
others were wrong ; in the midst of 
this contention he did not know , 
which to join. While in this state 
of uncertainty he turned to the Bible, 
and there saw that passage in the 
epistle of James which directs him 
that lacks wisdom to ask of God. 
He went into his secret chamber and 
asked the Lord what he must do to 
be saved* The Lord heard his prayer 
and sent His angel to him, who in- 
formed him that all the sects were 
wrong, and that the God of heaven 
was about to establish His work upon 
the earth. This angel quoted many 
of the prophecies of Isaiah and Jere- 
miah, and told this young man that 
they were about to be fulfilled among 
the nations of tlje earth ; and he also 
told him that if he would listen and - 
render obedience to the commands of 
God, he should be au instrument in 
1 the hands of the Lord in establishing 
His kingdom upon the ear t b. 

These visits were repeated from 
time to time, during which Joseph- 


received revelation and much instruc- 
tion in the things of God. He taught 
some of these things to his father and 
some of bis brothers and a few others, 
but he had no authority to preach 
or administer in the ordinances of the 
house of God, Why ? Because, as 
the prophet has said, " No man taketh 
this honor unto himself, except he be 
called of God, a<* was Aaron," No 
man, in any generation, has ever had 
authority to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ unless he was called by 
revelation. You may read the history 
of all the prophets and A postles from 
the creation down, and they have all 
received the Holy Priesthood under 
the hands of God or angels, or under 
the hands ot men who have held this 4 
authority. It was so with Joseph 
Smith. He could not find anybody 
who possessed this authority, and he 
called upon the Lord to know what to 
do, and the Lord sent John the 
Baptist, who was beheaded for his 
religion. John held the Aaron ic 
Priesthood, and he came and ordained 
Joseph Smith to the same Priesthood. 
This gave htm power to administer 
in some of the ordinances of the 
Gospel of Christ. He could baptise 
for the remission of sins, but could 
not lay on hands for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. The Lord afterwards 
sent Peter, James ani John, who 
held the keys of the kingdom in their 
day and generation upon the earth, 
and they ordained him an Apostle, 
and sealed upon his head ^every key, 
power and blessing, and all the 
authority which they exercised in 
their day, * 

This is the origin of the authority of 
the Latter-day Saints ; and from that 
day until the present the little stone 
cut out of the mountain has been 
growing. The Church was organized 
on the 6th of April, 1830, with six 
members, atid the Elders immediately 
iwent forth, one here and another 


there, bearing testimony and preach- 
ing the doctrines the angel made 
known to Joseph, and some few, out 
of many, have received and obeyed 
the same. This Gospel is the same 
as that taught by the ancient Apostles, 
namely, iaith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, repentance of sin, baptism for 
the remission of sin, then the laying 
on of hands for the reception of the 
Holy Ghost. These were the doctrines 
taught by the ancient Apostles, and 
the signs that followed believers 
anciently follow them in our day. 
Said Jesus, when sending his Apostles 
forth to preach : 

"Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. 

" He that believeth and is baptized, 
shall be saved ; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned. 

11 And these signs shall follow them 
that believe : In my name they shall 
cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; 

" They shall take up serpents ; and 
if they drink any deadly thing it shall 
not hurt them ; they shall lay hands 
on the sick, and they shall recover." 

All these gifts and graces were 
promised by Joseph and the early 
Elders of the Church, just the same 
as by the ancient Apostles; and this 
is the testimony that every Elder has 
borne from that day until the present. 
Has the Lord backed up this testi- 
mony ? He has. All of the Twelve 
who have labored abroad, and we 
have been doing so, more or leas, 
thirty or forty years, traveling hun- 
dreds of thousands of miles — have 
made this declaration- I have 
preached to millions of my fellow- 
men in my own and other countries; 
and I and the other Apostles, as well 
as hundreds of Elders of this Church 
and Kingdom, have all made the 
same proclamation, to kings, princes, 
presidents and rulers, and to the in* 
habitants of the earth wherever we 
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have gnne, as far as we lmve had an 
opportunity and have had the pri vilege 
of opening our mouths. We lmve 
borne the sarne test inn ny to all — 
namely, that all who would receive 
our testimony and obey the Gospel 
should receive the Holy Ghost. 
Would we have dared to go forth and 
bear this testimony if we had not 
known this was (he work of God ? 
No, there is not n man on the face of 
the earth who dare do it under any 
other circumstances, for his hypocrisy 
and deception would soon have Ik en 
apparent; the very first, man that 
received hia testimony would have 
proved it. Could we have gathered 
our hundreds of thousands from the 
nations of the earth if we had been 
deceivers and had preached false 
doctrines? . As the Apostle says, 
"But though we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other Gospel unto 
you than that winch we have preached 
unto you, let him be a; cursed*" No, 
we should have had no success ; we 
might have preached false doctrines 
until we were grey, or as old as 
llethusaleh, hut if we had we should 
never hare seen Utah, this tabernacle 
or these valleys of the mountains. 
But the Lord hacked up our testi- 
mony, and tens of thousands through- 
out this Territory and in the world, 
who received it, can bear record that 
they have received the Holy Ghost, 
and the revelations of Jesus Christ, 
and that the gifts and graces of the 
Gospel have followed them. 

This Church is organized exactly 
as it was anciently— with Apostles, 
prophets, pastors, teachers, gifts, helps 
and* governments. Are all Apostles, 
or are all prophets? Do all have 
the gifts of healing, or do all speak 
with new tonguea ? No, but all these 
gifts and offices are in the Church, 
and, as the Afostle says, they are 
placed there for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body ' 


of Christ, and fnr the perfecting of 
the Saints — until we are come to the 
unity of the faith, to the knowledge 
of tl ic Sou of God, 8 nd to the fulness 
of the stature of a man in Christ 
Jesus, That is what they are given 
for, and they are needed just as much 
as they ever were in any generation. 
But the world has ken without these 
blessings and wandering in darkness 
for nearly eighteen centuries. Now 
the Lord has raised up a pet ■ pie U> 
establish His kingdom on the same 
foundation us anciently. This is tin* 
work of the Latter-day Saints We ^ 
have been called to warn this genera- 
tion ; we understand the signs of the 
times and know that the judgments 
of God are at hand* If we had not 
been faithful to our calling and mis- 
sion the Loid woidd have raided up 
another people, because the set time* 
is at hand for Him to establish His- 
kingdom. 

There arc one or two ideas more I 
wish to refer to with regard to the 
mission of Christ. That mission did 
not end when he was crucified. 
When (hat event took place we are 
told that his body lay in the tomb 
for three days, and that his spirit 
went to preach to the spirits in prison, 
w h ic h sometime \ v e r e d i s « » 1 >e< 1 i e n t 
when tbe long suffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was preparing. Jesus went and 
preached to them in the spirit that 
they might be judged according to 
men in the flesh. J lore is a principle 
of which the Christian world know 
nothing, anil which has been revealed 
to us in our own day — namely, 
preaching the Gospel of life and 
salvation to the spirits of those who 
pass away without rendering obe- 
dience thereunto. Nearly eighteen 
hundred years have passed away since 
God had a Church upon the earth. 
In that time about fifty-four thousand 
millions of human beings have passed 
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away without the Gospel* Are they 
to perish because? they lived in ^eneia- 
tions when God had no Church on 
the earth ? No, they will be preached 
to by men who go into the spirit 
world, who hold the keys of the 
kingdom of God, and the ordinances 
of the house of God will be adminis- 
tered to them by their descendants 
and friends here on the earth- The 
Apostle Paul evidently hud his mind 
on this subject when he says, " Why 
then are they baptize ! for the dead, 
if the dead rise not ?** 

I do not know how fully Brother 
Benson has attended to the work for 
his dead, but I know that he has 
worked hard for the living; and 
when he goes into the spirit world 
and meets with those for whom he 
has been baptized find been the means 
ot liberating them from prison in the 
spirit world, what joy he will have! 
And it will be so with others, -And 
this work of administering the ordi- 
nances of the house of God to the 
dead, I may say, will require the 
whole of the Millennium, with Jesus 
at the head of the resurrected dead to 
attend to it, The ordinances of solva- 
tion will have to be attended to for 
the dead who have not heard the 
Gospel, from the days of Adam down, ! 
before Christ can present this world . 
to the Father, and say, "It is finished^ 

Brethren and sisters, let us be 
admonished by i he death of Brother 
Benson, and if we have anything to 
do let us do it. Let us go to and 
attend to our ordinances, then when 
we go to the spirit world and meet 
with fat Iter, mother, brother or sister 
they cannot rL-e up and accuse us of 
negligence. I have attended to the 
ordinances for a great many ot my 
friend.*, and I want you to do the 
same, so that when wo get to the 


other side of the vail we may look 
back and be satisfied. This power 
has oeen placed in the hands of the 
Latter-day Saints, then let us go 
forth and use it for the salvation of 
the living and the dear!. With regard 
to t:ie unbelief of the world, it will 
not make the truth of God without 
e fleet. These ordinances have been 
revealed to us; we understand them, 
and unless we attend to them we shall 
full under condemnation. 

I rejoices in the work of God and I 
rejoice to live in this day and age of 
the world. I want to live as long as 
I can do good ; but not an hour longer 
than I can live in fellowship with the 
Holy Spirit, with my Father in 
heaven, my Savior, and with the 
faithful Latter-day Saints, To live 
any longer than t his, would be torment 
and misery to me. When my work 
is done I am ready to go ; but I want 
to do what is required of me. The 
Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation to all who believe, both Jew 
and Greek. Let us be faithful, keep 
oor covenants, do our duty, and attend 
to all the ordinances of the Gospel as 
far as we can, both for ourselves and 
our dead. When we have done this 
we shall be satisfied. I pray that 
God may bless you ; that he may bless 
the Apostles who dwell on the earth ; 
that His power may rest on the pie- 
sit ling Twelve, the Seventies, the 
Hi^h Priests, the Bishops, Elders, 
Teachers and Deacons, and all who 
have entered into coven nnt to keep 
His commandments. Let us be 
faithful and we shall obtain our re* 
ward ; we shall overcome and obtain 
eternal life and a crown of glory if 
we magnify our calling by living the 
religion which we have received, 
I which may God grant for Christ's 
sake. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIG HAM YOUNG, 
Delivered in the Tabeenacle, Salt Lake City, Sukday, April 24, 1870. 

(Reported hy David W. Evans ) 

THE GOSPFL OF JESUS CHRIST. 


We delight in the spirit manifested 
by our young friend who has just 
spoken. He advocates the use of the 
sword of the Spirit, or the principles 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, backed 
by the spirit of thai Gospel, to con- 
vince people of the error of their ways. 
We, as a people, or the Elders of this 
Church, have carried that over the 
face of the earth ; we have ofiered it 
to the people in nearly all parts of 
the earth, without money and without 
price. 

We delight to meet together to 
worship God ; we delight to have our 
brethren and sisters come together for 
this purpose, and we also esteem it a 
pleasure to have strangers of age and 
experience, who have the spirit to 
discern, meet with and preach to us. 
In our community we have very few 
from the heathen world ; but from 
the Christian world thousands have 
gathered here. They understand and 
know the effects of what is called 
Christianity. But it is otherwise 
with our children. They have I een 
brought up here ; and, except in a 
few instances, they have heard nothing 
but the Gospel as taught by the 
Latter-day Saints. They are not 
capable of judging what the outside 
world is until they have had it ex- 
hibited before them, which has been 
their privilege occasionally; and I 
always feel to urge our youth to I 
attend meetings when strangers 
preach, that they may be able to 
understand that which is and that 


I which is not of God, and learn the 
difference between the doctrine taught 
by us and others. We believe a great 
many things that the Christian world 
cannot believe. If their C3*es were 
open and they had the spirit to see 
j things as they are, they could under- 
stand them. There is not a man or 
woman on the earth bat what, if they 
|j understood God and the things of 
God, would yield obedience to His 
requirements. Those who set them* 
selves up against the truth do it in 
consequence of not seeing things as 
they are — in consequence of ignorance, 
and were it not for this ignorance 
with regard to God and His Gospel 
they would be able to believe in the 
Gospel The Latter-day Saints believe 
1 in the Gospel of the Son of God, 
simply because it is true. They be- 
lieve in baptism for the remission of 
sins, personal and by proxy; they 
believe that Jesus is the Savior of the 
world ; they believe that all who 
attain to any glory whatever, in any 
kingdom, will do so because Jesus 
has purchased it by his atonement. 

The Chistian world says, " We are 
going to the kingdom of Heaven 
but what is to become of those who 
have died, not believing as they do, 
or who have died without hearing the 
Gospel ? Millions of thetn have 
passed away, both in the Christian 
and in the heathen worlds, just as 
honest, virtuous and upright as any 
now living. The Christian world say 
they are lost ; but the Lord will save 
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them, or, at least, all who will receive 
the Gospel The plan of salvation 
which Jesus has revealed, and which 
we preach, reaches to the lowest and 
most degraded of Adam's lost race. 
Is He going to save all in the same 
glory and bring all to the same state 
of felicity ? Will they who refuse to 
obey the Gospel of the Son of God be 
saved and exalted in the same king- 
dom and glory as they who have 
obeyed ? No, never, never ! . It is 
impossible. Do you suppose that a 
person can see the kingdom of heaven 
without being born of the Spirit ? 
Jesus said not. Shall we say to the 
contrary, and maintain that we can 
see the kingdom of God without 
being born of the Spirit, and say that 
Jesus is a liar ? Jesus said to Nico- 
demus, " Except a man is born of the 
spirit, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God/' Shall we admit that Jesus 
spoke the truth, or shall man say 
that his doctrine is true and Jesus 
spoke that which knot true ? Which 
shall we do ? There is no alternative 
but to admit that Jesus is true, and 
will gave on no other condition than 
that laid down in the Scriptures, and 
thac all who preach any other doctrine 
take the testimony of men instead of 
the testimony of Jesus, or that the 
Christian world with their varied 
opinions and creeds are true and that 
Jesus is untrue. 

This is plain talk, my friends. Can 
you mistake it ? Can you gain any 
idea from whai I say except what I 
mean — let God be ivae, it it makes 
every man a liar. I think my words 
are so pointed and emphatic that no 
person can mistake them. Did Jesus 
say, u Except a man is born Oi the 
water and of the spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God ?" Yes, 
all Christians will admit that. Then j 
do you think there was one plan of j 
salvation for Nicodemus and another j 
for you and me? It is all_ folly for i 


any person to expect any such thing! 
Come with the sword of the Spirit ! 
Let the whole world of Christendom 
come with their arguments and Scrip- 
tures, and let us argue these things 
together! Let us lay ihem before 
the people and see who is right and 
who is wrong. 

Let me say to you, if it is true that 
no man can enter the kingdom of 
God unless he is born of the water 
and of the Spirit, God must provide a 
plan by which those who have died 
ignorant of the Gospel may have the 
privilege of doing so, or he would 
appear to be a partial being. Has He 
provided that way ? He has. The 
Christian world have taught, preached, 
contemplated, meditated, sung about 
and prayed for the Millennium. 
What are j-ou going to do during 
that period, Christians? Do you 
j know what the Millennium is for, and 
what work will have to be done 
during that period ? Suppose the 
Christian world were now one in 
heart, faith, sentiment and works, so 
that the Lord could commence the 
Millennium in power and glory, do 
you know what would be done? 
Would you sifc and sing yourselves 
away to everlasting bliss? No, I 
reckon not. I think there is a work 
to be done then which the whole 
world seems determined we shall not 
do. What is it? To build temples. 
We never yet commenced to lay the 
foundation of a temple but what all 
hell was in arms against us. That is 
the difficulty now : we have com- 
menced the foundation of this temple. 
What are we going to do in these 
temples? Anything to be done 
there ? Yes, and we will not wait 
for the Millennium and the fullness 
of the glory of God on the earth ; we 
will commence, as soon as we have a 
| temple, and work for the salvation of 
Sour forefathers; we will get their 
i genealogies as far as we can. By and 
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by, we sh 11 pet them perfect. In 
these temples we will officiate in the 
ordinances of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ for our friends, for no man can 
enter t lie kingdom of God without 
being born oft he wafer and of the Spirit, 
We will officiate fnr them who are in 
the spirit world, where Jesus went to 
preach to the spirits, us Peter has 
written in the third chapter, versea 
18, 10, nod 20, (if his fir*t epistle : 

** For Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for (he unjust, that 
he might I rinir us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh, hnt quickened 
by the spirit: by which also he went 
and preached unto the spirits in 
prison ; which sometime were dis- 
obedient, when once the longsuffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was preparing," etc. 

In the next chapter, Peter, id 1 tiding 
to this same subject, nays-— 

44 For, for this cause was the Gospel 
preached also to them that nre dead, 
that they ntinht be judged according 
to men in the flesh, but live according 
to God in the spirit." 

What will we do for and in behalf 
of the dead? We will he baptized 
for the remission of sins, as Paul has 
said, in his first epistle to the Corinth* 
ians, 15th chapter and 29th verse: 

"Else what shall they do which 
are baptized for the dead, if the dead 
rise not at all ? Why are they then 
baptized for the diad ?" 

We will also have hands laid on us 
for the reception of the Holy Ghost; 
and then we will receive the washings 
and anointings for and in their behalf, 
preparatory to their becoming heirs 
of God and joint-heirs with Christ 
Are you going to do this, Latter-day 
Saints? Yes. What will the Christ- 
ian world do with their dead ? Let 
them sleep an eternal sleep, for there 
are no provisions made for them in 
the gospel they believe in and have 
taught to them, - 


Discourses, 

This is one item of doctrine believed 
in by the Latter-day Saints that the 
inhabitants of the earth are opposed 
to. Why ? Because they are 
governed and controlled by the spirit 
of darkness. This may seem harsh, 
but it is true. They are opposed to 
Jesus, to God, and to the salvation of 
the children of men, and are controled 
by this evil spirit, and they know it 
not They say : 

" Latter-day Saints, let your dead 
and ordinances for their benefit alone, 
we will pass laws forbidding you the 
observance and practice of the ordi- 
nances of the house of God." 

I We trust in God* 1 reckon He 
will fight our battles and we will be 
baptized for and in behalf of the 
human family during a thousand 
years; and we will have hundreds of 
temples and thousands of men and 
women officiating therein for those 
who have fallen asleep, wit hunt having 
had the privilege of hearing and 
obeying the Gospel, that they may 
be brought forth and have a glorious 
resurrection, and enjoy the kingdom 
which God has prepared lor them. 
The devil will tidit hard to hinder 
us, and we shall not take an inch of 
ground except by obedience to the 
power of, and faith in, the Gospel of 

I the Son of God, The whole world 
is opposed to this doctrine. But is 
there any harm in it ? If they could 
only see it as it is in the Lord, they 
would rejoice -in it, and instead of 
fighting it, they would praise God 
for having revealed so glorious a doc- 

I trine. Suppose that the notion enter- 
tained by some is true, that after the 
death of our bodies our spirits sleep 
an eternal sleep, and I am baptized 
for my father, grandfather, and so on, 
does it injuie them ? Answer, all ye 
intelligences on the face of the earth, 
above, beneath, or around about the 
earth \ All will admit that no harm 
would be done in practicing these 
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ordinances, Then lot us alone if our 
practices will do no harm, why oppose 
us in their observance? The result 
nii glit possibly affect beneficially our 
progenitors, and then you who oppose 
would he found fighting against God. 
Better hi the Gospel have its course. 

We have had a nice discourse this 
morning from the Rev. Mr. Andrews, 
exhorting all to believe in Je^us. 
His text was as good a ono ns ever a 
man quoted, " I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God unto salvation unto all 
them that behove; to the Jew first, 
and t hen to the Greek/' or to the rest 
of the world. Jesus says, pointedly, 
"If ye love me, keep my command* 
ments." Tl» is is the teat ? Are there 
any commandments ? Yes, plenty of 
them, and the only way to prove our 
belief in and lore for the Lord Jesus 
is by observing the sayings that he 
has left on record 

They are coming from the East 
and from the West, from the 
North and from the South to sit 
down in our Father's kingdom ; but 
no man can sit down there unless he 
gain admittance through the faithful 
observance of the commands of God, 
and obedience to the ordinances of 
His house. Then why not repent 
and obey the ordinances and com- 
mandments? Why not bo believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ ? Is there 
any harm in it? I say to every 
being on the face of the earth, 
Christian, Pagan, or Jew, supposing 
my doctrine is not true, and that 


there is no necessity fur believing in 
Jesus, being baptized for the remis- 
sion of sins and having hands laid 
upon you for the Holy Ghost, will it 
do you any harm ? Pagan, will it 
do you any harm? Believers or 
unbelievers, will it do you any harm? 
Universal ian, will it do you any 
' harm ? Apostates, will it do yon any 
harm ? Wise man, will it do you 
any harm ? Funis, will it do yon 
anv harm? What is your answer ? 
"No; it will not." Well, then, let 
me alone. I may be right, and you 
wrong ; and if I should be right, you 
are cut of!", and I have the advantage 
of you; huh if you are right, and I 
am wrong, I am with you and will 
share in all the blessings that you 
can get. 

Tli is Gosprl will save the whole 
human family; the blood of Jesus 
will atone for unr sins, if we accept 
the terms he has laid down; but we 
must accept those terms or else it 
will avail nothing in our behalf. 

I have talked long enough. I bid 
yon all welcome to the Gospel. Jesus 
Christ has commissioned me to say 
to the whole human family, "Yon 
can havo this Gospel without money 
and wit lum t price." We have tra- 
versed the world over and offered it 
to the human family and asked them 
to receive it. We arc still saying to 
them believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, keep his commandments, and 
obey his ordinances, that it may be 
well wit! i yon, God bless you. Amen. 
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bearing False witness. 


The 1 6th verse of the 20th chapter 
of Exodus, one of the ten command- 
ments, reads as follows : " Thou shalt 
Dot hear false witness against thy 
neighbor." We, as a people, are 
situated in the Great Basin, among 
the mountains, and occupy the little 
valleys which form the backbone of 
the American continent We have 
been here about 23 years, and we 
have had the privilege of contending 
with the fury of the elements, with a 
sterile country and with desolation 
itself, and by the magic wand of 
industry and the blessing of our 
heavenly Father upon our labors, 
and upon the waters and the land, we 
have been able to make for ourselves 
comfortable homes and to enjoy re- 
ligious liberty — a blessing which had 
been dented to us in other localities 
where we had resided, No other 
■community can be found on the face 
of the earth that has had more good 
order, peace and harmony. In all 
the settlements, protection, safety, 
and every necessary blessing have 
been extended to the traveler, to the 
stranger and the resident alike, I 
believe that for Ihe forty or fifty 
thousand square miles we have occu- 
pied in spots, the desert of couise 
intervening between the settlements, 
there have better police regulations 
and more safety to all parties than 
have existed in the streets of New 
York or Washington. And the pro- 
tection which has existed and which 
does stil l exist has been the work of the 


Latter-day Saints. Of this we have 
every reason to be proud. 

I have recently traveled more than 
1,000 miles among the settlements, 
and have visited perhaps 30,000 
people. During that journey I have 
not seen an idler, loafer, or beard an 
oath or blasphemous word ; I have 
not seen a drinking saloon, dram 
shop, gambling hell, or brothel ; but 
all has been perfect order and peace, 
the people worshipping God as they 
understand the Gospel and rejoicing 
in the same. 

It was ray lot, during the past 
season, to be present much of the 
time in this city, which was visited 
by great numbers ol men, from nearly 
all parts of the earth. Many of them 
were clergymen of the various de- 
nominations — Presbyterians, Congre* 
gationalists, Methodists, Baptists, and 
others. Some of these men occupied 
our pulpits in this and the New 
Tabernacle. We were glad to hear 
them. We had many good reasons 
for wishing them to preach to us. 
Many of the younger members of our 
community have not been conversant 
with ihe religions of the age. The 
elder members of our body have been, 
for most of us were raised in some 
one or other of the religious denomi- 
nations, and have felt and realized 
the effects of tbeir principles, and are 
fully acquainted with their doctrines. 
Thousands of our Elders have tra- 
veled abroad in the earth preaching 
and have been observant of their 
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workings and progress* But the 
young and rising generation among 
us have not had this opportunity. 
It is therefore very desirable to us, 
whenever ministers of standing in 
their own denominations visit us, to 
have them set forth their doctrines 
and sentiments before us, that the 
young persons among us may under- 
stand all other religions as well as 
ours, and be able to compare the 
doctrines that are taught or held in 
Christendom with those which we 
have been introducing under the 
revelations given to Joseph Smith, 
It was on this and other grounds that 
the general spiritual liberty, so 
marked among us in the days of 
Joseph Smith, had been constantly 
continued. We all remember, who 
lived in the days of Joseph, that 
every clergyman of any prominence 
who visited Nuuvoo was invited to 
preach to our congregations. This 
has ever been our course. It was so 
at Kirtlaud. They preached in our 
Temple and in other localities, and it 
has been continued up to the present 
time. During the long years that we 
were in a manner isolated from the 
rest of the world, ministers passing 
across the continent by stage or in 
emigrant companies have spoken in 
our tabernacles. 

It is true that when our Elders 
have been abroad preaching tbey have 
not met with similar courtesy. There 
was not long si uce, in the Vermont 
Journal^ a little article in relation to 
Kev. John Todd, D.D., at Pittsfield, 
Mass., who, the Journal says, did not 
reciprocate the courtesies shown him 
at Bait Lake last summer. He 
preached in this building, and after- 
wards requested the privilege of 
preaching in the New Tabernacle. 
He did so, and was treated with due 
courtesy. He delivered us an address, 
showing us his faith and religion, 
which was what we desired him to 


do. We requested him to conduct 
the meeting as he chose, as we wished 
to see his manner of worship, or rather 
that our young people might see it. 
He went away and published a book 
in which he misrepresented us in 
many things and asserted that there 
was no liberty nor freedom here, that 
he felt bound, and he hoped that this 
plague spot of Sodom would be re- 
moved, and prayed that God might 
speed the day. 

This course, pursued by Dr. Todd, 
put me in mind of the commandment 
— our text, ** Thou shalt not bear 
false witness against thy neighbor." 

A freer people do not exist on the 
earth, nor any who have greater 
opportunities for free thought and 
understanding. Elders are going 
forth to every nation, kindred, tongne 
and people, preaching the Gospel and 
gathering up the poor and needy ; and 
their going and returning keep us 
posted thoroughly in relation to the 
progress and improvements made by 
and going on in the religious, scientific 
and mechanical world. These are 
the facts, and every man has the 
privilege of exercising his own will 
and freedom; and the privilege of 
preaching in our congregations is 
extended through all our settlements 
to ministers and men of standing in 
other religious bodies. I saw recently 
invitations published to the learned 
of all denominations, to occupy the 
halls of Brigham city ; and the same 
is trae of other settlements. AH 
that we desire of our fellow men, 
when they visit us, is to tell the truth 
about us, and not to tell for ti uth the 
forecastle yarns they have heard spun 
at some street corner by some who, 
while manufacturing lies, were trying 
to imitate Dean Swift's tales of 
Gull iver. Many men w lio have called 
here have done this. 

I remember one particular instance 
which occurred last season. There 
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were five gentlemen of tbe Baptist 
Church who came here, with whom I 
had a conversation. They said their 
people had never, under any circum- 
stances, persecuted the Latter-day 
Saints, I told them that I did not 
know that they had as a church. But 
I told them that the Rev, I, McCoy, 
a Baptist minister, with his gun on 
Ills shoulder, at the head of forty 
men v drove women and children out 
of their houses and robbed them in 
Jackson county, Missouri, in 1833; 
that Levi Williams, a Baptist 
preacher, led the party of men who 
murdered Joseph Smith; and that 
the Rev, Thomas Brock man, of the 
Reformed Baptists, at the head of 
1800 men, drove fort h to perish 500 
or 600 Saints, men, women, and 
children, poor and helpless, who were 
left in Nauvoo, Ills., having previously 
cannonaded the town for three days. 
I did not know that, as a church, 
they had persecuted us, but certain 
individuals of their persuasion had 
taken part in the matter. They 
seemed considerably hurt to hear it 
They wished to preach to us, and 
they had the opportunity to do so in 
the New Tuber naclc. It was not long 
before an article appeared in the 
Baptist paper, describing the meeting. 


I presume most of the audience 
recollect the discourse of Dr. Backus. 
The description these gentlemen gave 
of the meeting was something like 
this. The Twelve Apostles were on 
the stand, and they looked around to 
see which was Judas ; finally they 
came to the conclusion that they were 
all Judascs, except Elder Taylor, 
The paper said it was desired and 
hoped that in a short time the 
Government would adopt efficient 
measures to put a stop to Mormon ism. 

Now I do really think that it is 
degrading to the religion, science and 
civilization of the age, where there 
are five hundred thousand ministers, 
editors and public teachers in the 
country, to ask tbe Government to 
interfere in any manner whatever to 
correct any moral or religious error, 
I think it is acknowledging a weak, 
ness in the civilization and religion 
of the Rge to do so. 

I wish to say to our friends who 
have visited us, in conclusion, we are 
glad to see you ; yon are welcome 
among us; wo like to hear you speak,- 
but when you go away tell the truth 
about us, and remember the command- 
ment of God, u Thou shalt not hear 
false witness against thy neighbor/' 


REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, 

D£UV2RED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT LaKE ClTY, SUNDAY AfTERNOOK, 

Afkil 24, 1870, 

(Reported lif David IF. Euan.) 
TRUTH AND ERROR, 

I am sure that, to strangers, such a [ here to-day that our meetings are 
meeting as this must be very novel, conducted very much like the meet- 
I might say to those who have been ingsof the Presbyterians, the Baptists 
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and Methodists in England and in 
the United States. It is true that 
we continue our discourses longer 
than they usually do, and sometimes 
two or three speak; but such a meet* 
ing as this is to-day is a novel tiling 
to me. I might almost say it is 
equal to a theatre; but there is good 
here, and I would not permit evil in 

-my theatre. If I were to learn of 
any unbecoming conduct there, in 
looks, irouls or actions, those guilty 
of it would have to leave that sta^e. 
I would not allow them to remain 
there. ^ 

1 \v;tiii to say to my friends that 
we believe in all good. If you can 
find a truth in heaven, earth or hell, 
it belongs to our doctrine. We believe 
it ; it is ours ; we claim it^3 Is that 
right : if you find an error here, i 
ask you to leave it, pass it by, let it 
alone, do not embrace it in your faith, 
do not practice it in your lives. I 
say to all. to my brethren and sisters 
and to strangers, if we teach anything 
that is good, receive it, I beseech you. 
If we have any good in our doctrine, 
believe it and embrace it, it will do 

rflpo good. If we have errors, do not 
embrace them, I have been trying, 
for almost forty years, to tell the 
people how to he saved, I have 
always made this proposition to every 
man 1 have conversed with on the 
subject of truth and error, " If I have 
errors, 1 will give ten errors for a 
truth. Do you want to trade ?" 

Do not embrace error ! Christians, 
search the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament, for in them you 
think you have eternal life, and they 
are they that testify of the doctrine 
that we preach ; and if we can get 
you to believe what- is written there 
concerning God the Father and Jesus 
the Mediator, and to render obedience 
to what is required there of the 
children of men, we ask do more. 
Here is the Book of Mormon, We 


[ believe it contains the history of the 
Aborigines of our continent, just as 
the Old Testament contains the 
history of the Jewish nation* In 
that book we learn that Jesus visited 
this continent, delivered his Gospel 
and ordained Twelve Apostles. We 
believe all this, but we do not ask you 
to believe it. What we do ask is 
that you will believe what is recorded 
in the Holy Bible concerning God 
and His revelations to the children 
of men, Do this in all honesty and 
sincerity, then you will know that the 
Book of Mormon is true. Your 
minds will be opened and you will 
know by the visions of the Spirit of 
God that we teach the truth. For 
this wo nre persecuted; fur this we 
have been driven; fur this we have 
left our homes and all many times; 
for this Wvi came to these mountains, 
comparatively nuked and barefoot, 
and hem you c^ n see what we have 
done. And now they are seeking 
again to brenk up Vm people, God 
will IvAd tliein in derision. (Amen, 
from t.hts congregation.) 

JNovv, I say, honestly, if the in- 
habitants of the earth will read this 
book called the Old and New Testa, 
mem (though it contains the worJs 
of G^(l and the words of men; the 
words of Jesus and the words of the 
devil), and believe the ttuth that is 
there, just as it is portrayed and 
written and given to us without ;my 
new translation, it will be good for 
them in time and eternity. The 
Bade, or part of it 
translated by Joseph 
pn^cious parts were taken oat by men 
in former d tys. But believe it as it 
is and we are one — if we practice it, 
I will put that in. But if we be- 
lieve the truth, we will practice it. 
We may .-ay we believe it, and prac- 
tice it not. But this is no proof to 
Gud, angels, or tib one another. " By 
their fruits ye shall know them/' is 
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a scriptural saying, and is as true 
now as when it was spoken* j 

I have a little item which, if I had 
time, I would like to read, portraying 
our feelings towards the inhabitants 
of the earth. It is called the j 
u Vision " — a vision Joseph Smith 
and Sidney Rigdon had while they 
were translating the New Testament 
I would like to read this because it is 
onr faith. But we also believe the 
Bible. Do yo \ my friends ? I 
would to God you did, I am like 
Moses when a messenger came to 
him saying, u The people are prophesy. ; 
ing in their tents," Said Moses, 1 
Well, what of that ? I would to God 
that the Lord's people were all 
prophets ! 1 would to God that they 
all had revelation ! When they 
receive revelation from heaven the 
story is told, they know for themselves. 

Now, my friend h, brethren and 
sisters, ladies and gentlemen, how do j 
you know anything ? Can you be 
deceived by the eye ? You can j you 
have proved this ; you all know that 
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] there are men who can deceive the 
sight of the eye, no matter how 
closely you observe their movements* 
Can yoo be deceived in hearing ? 
Yes ; you may hear sounds but not 
i understand their import or whence 
th ey come. Can you be deceived by 
the touch of the linger? You can. 
The nervous system will not detect 
e very t h i n g. W hat will ? The re ve- 
lations of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
spirit of truth will detect everything, 
and enable all who possess it to 
understand truth from error, light 
from darkness, the things of God 
! from the things not of God. It is 
the only thing that will enable us to 
understand the Gospel of the Son of 
God, the will of God, and how we 
j can be saved. Follow it, and it will 
' lead to God, the fountain of light, 
where the gate will be open, ainl the 
mind will be enlightened so that we 
shall see, know and understand things 
as thev are, 

ji God bless you, and help us all to 
do what He requires of us. Amen, 


DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOSEPH F, SMITH, 
Delivered jn the Tabernacle, Ogdej* City, Nov, 12, 1870, 

{Reported by David W. Evans.) 

THE GOSPEL AND THE THE THINGS OF THE WORLD — CONSISTENCY— 
WOitKS AS WELL AS FAITH — THE WORD OF WISDOM, 


In rising before you this evening 
I desire an interest in your prayers 
that I may be able to speak to our 
mutual edification, I realize, most 
truly, in my own experience, that it 
is a Tery difficult matter to rise before 


a congregation of Saints and preach 
the Gospel without the assistance of 
God's Spirit ; I do not feel capable of 
doing it, and I therefore pray that; 
that Spirit may be enjoyed by us who 
are here this evening, I feel that we 


his calling, and very soon the counsel 
of his mind becomes darkened, and 
soon he is on the highway to apostasy, 
and, in fact, he has been there from 
the beginning, if he had only known 
it; and if no good friend should tell 
him his error, in a short time such a 
man goes over the dam and makes 
shipwreck of his faith, and that is the 
greatest calamity that can befall any 
person, 

What matters it to the Saints what 
path they are led into if the Lord 
leads? If they are submissive and 
yield to His dictation, no matter 
whether it brings weal or woe, it will 
work oat good ; it may bring poverty, 
so far as the things of the world are 
concerned, but it will never bring 
poverty to the soul And it will be 
a happy reflection when we have 
passed through this mortal existence, 
that we were able to stand the test, 
enduring the ordeals and remaining 
steadfast and faithful to the end. 

I do not know that we are promised 
anything here but the hatred and 
persecution of the world ; and this 
has been the portion of the Saints of 
God in every age of the world* I do 
believe, however, that the table is 
going to change ; I believe that when 
the people are sufficiently pure and 
worthy, and capable of wisely using 
the blessings of which I have spoken, 
the blessings of earth and heaven 
will be poured upon them in rich 
abundance* We have a little fore- 
taste of this in the blessings that we 
have received and enjoy to-day* 
Although the power of the Adversary 
is very great, and he still seeks the 


overthrow and destruction of the 
cause and kingdom of God on the 
earth ; yet it is a different age of the 
world, it is a different dispensation ; 
it is the dispensation of the fulness 
of times, in which, no matter how 
much we may be overturned, no 
matter how much individuals may 
suffer, or how much they may be 
called to endure, the final result will 
be triumph to the kingdom, and it 
will not be given to another people ; 
but we shall have power to redeem 
Zion and to build that great and 
glorious temple in which the Saints 
will receive the blessings of eternity, 
and on which the glory of God will 
rest as a cloud by day and as a pillar 
of fire by night. This people are 
that people; these Saints are the 
Saints of the Most High, to whom 
the kingdom and the greatness thereof 
will be given, and another people 
shall never possess it. 

This should be a great satisfaction 
to us, and should enconrage us in out: 
pathway through all the difficulties 
we may have to encounter* We 
would not be worth much if we could 
not pass through ordeals. The 
Savior of the world had to pass 
through them, and we should not 
complain if we have to tread in his 
footsteps in order to obtain great 
blessings at the end of the race. Let 
us reflect on these things and go on 
our way rejoicing, filling the full 
measure of our creation with credit 
to ourselves, and with honor to God, 
our Father, who brought us to this 
state of existence, which is my 
prayer for Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER ORSON PRATT, 

Delivered in the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, May 5, 1870. 

(Reported hy David W. Evans,) 


THE LATTER-DAY WORK — OBEYING THE COMMANDMENTS. 


It is with great pleasure and satis- 
faction that I ariae before bo large 
an assembly of people this afternoon, 
in the capacity of a General Con- 
ference. It is truly wonderful to me 
that God has begun m great and 
important a work in the day in which 
I am permitted to live. I do not 
read in history of any oilier work of 
a similar character since the creation 
of the world. We behold before us, 
in these interior wilds of North 
America, a great people called the 
Latter-day Saints — a people whose 
faith and duct l ine are one, who be- 
lieve in the same God, and in the 
game great plan of salvation; who 
believe that God has established His 
kingdom ou the earth for the last 
time. It haw been a manifestation of 
faith on the part of this people to 
gather here j they have exhibited to 
one another and before all mankind 
that they have faith in the doctrines 
which they have received. What 
other purpose could have gathered 
out so great a people? If we had 
gathered into a healthy, rich country 
where there was an expectation of 
bettering our condition, temporarily ; 
vhere there were prospects of our 
becoming exceedingly rich in the 
goods ot this world, it might have 
been supposed that we had some 
selfish motive in view in thus as- 
sembling ourselves together. But 
there were no such prospects before 
us. We came here, some 120C miles, 
from the Eastern settlements to this 


isolated region, almost naked and 
barefoot, having been despoiled by 
our enemies — having suffered the 
loss of property to the extent of 
millions — having been reduced to the 
last degree of poverty* We came 
here — not into the midst of a land of 
cities and villages, not into the midst 
of a country where all was prepared 
for us beforehand; but we came into 
the heart of a desert, since, in some 
measure, reclaimed from its barren- 
ness and sterility. We came because 
we had faith in our religion, because 
we not only believed, hut most of us 
knew with a certainty, that God had 
Fpoken from on hi^h and had com- 
manded us to gather together. In 
this we have manifested a sincerity 
that ought to be convincing to all the 
world that we have embraced a re- 
ligion in all of the depttis of the 
sincerity of our hearts. We did not 
care for the riches and honors of the 
world ; we did not care for the 
pleasures of our native countries, nor 
for the luxuries with which thoue 
countries abounded ; but we came 
because we verily believed in our 
hearts that it \v:is our duty to do so 
in obedience to the voice of the Lord 
through His servants. It is true that 
some of this people came to this land 
because they were forced hither by 
persecution ; but whether obliged to 
come or not we, many of us, clearly 
understood from the spirit of prophecy 
and revelation, as manifested through 
our prophet and leader before his 
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martyrdom, that we should be re- 
quired to locate ourselves in the heart 
of this continent. We came here 
then to fulfil the commandments of 
the Lord our God, and to be free, in 
a measure, from the persec tit ions of 
our enetniifs, that we might have none 
to mob or molest us as they had done 
from the time of the rise of the Church 
until our flight to these mountains. 

e came here because we loved (iod. 
because we loved His laws — we loved 
the plan of salvation, we loved the 
principles that He had revealed, and 
been use we knew that in process of 
time, in fulfilment of ancient prophecy 
respecting the Latter-day Zion and 
the Church of the Most High God, 
we should become a great and power- 
ful people. 

We are tanirht in the Jewish 
record, the Bible, that a little one 
shall become a thousand and a small 
one a strong nation. We believe 
these prophecies, we know this to be 
the kingiom of God. We well 
understood by the spirit of revelation 

t Ji lt. Go:1 intended to fulfil all that 
was spoken by the months of His 
aucient prophets, as well as that 
which had been delivered in our day 
in regard to the future glory and 
prosperity of Zion, or the Church of 
the living God, We understood that 
Zion was to he located in the moun- 
tains; we understood, as I have often 
repeated, from the 40th chapter of 
Isaiah, that the time would come 
when ihii Lord would command His 
people, saying unto Zion, " Get up 
into the high mountains. 11 Those 

tilings had not been fulfilled in former 
ayes, consequently we know that, they 
were yet in the future. We knew 
that I.: it; Xiou of the latter duvs must 
be located in the mountains. We 
could read the ancient prophecies ol 
that great prophet — Isaiah, in the 
IjJth chapter, that a great work 
should be performed in the mountains, 
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a work that should attract the atten- 
tion of all the nations of the earth, so 
much so that the prophet, when gazing 
upon the work as shown to him by 
the spirit of prophecy, calls upon all 
the inhabitants of the world and the 
dwellers on the earth to see when the 
Lord should lift up an ensign upon 
the mountains* That ensign we knew 
must be reared, that great work must 
be accomplished, and all people — not 
only those on the American continent 
but all dwelling in the four quarters 
of the globe, however obscure, and 
however distant they might be from 
the place whi re the ensign was to be 
reared, would be required by the 
power of the Lord, ami by the mar- 
vellous work that He should perform, 
to open their eyes and eon tern plate 
that ensign, understand its nature 
and comprehend, in some measure, 
its purpose," { j 

We came here to fulfil these ancient 
prophecies. God has lifted up this 
Church — tins kingdom, as a stain lard 
— as an ensign to which the nations 
are invited, and the ambassadors of 
the Most High are sent forth from 
these mountains carrying the glad 
tidings of salvation in their mouths 
— carrying forth the great and 
glorious principles that God has 
revealed in establishing hU latter- 
day kingdom on the earth. Beautiful 
indeed are the feet of those who are 
sent forth from the mountains of 
Zion to publish glad tidings of great 
joy among the various nations and 
kingdoms of the earth ; G A is with 
them in very deed. His power is 
over then, and His arm encircles 
them round about. Their voice is 
lifted up to the nations; their hands 
are pointed to the West, to the heart 
of the American continents— to the 
everlasting hills, saying to mankind, 
"Yonder, in tho-e mu<iiiE;im*, is a 
kingdom that is never to he destroyed, 
a kingdom that must exist for ever j 
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while all earthly kingdoms and 
governments will crumble to the dust 
and will be blown away, like the 
chaff of the summer threshing floor, 
to the four winds of heaven/ 1 

Jesus said on a certain occasion to 
his disciples, and to the multitudes, 
" If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments/ 1 There are tens of thousands, 
yes, hundreds of thousands, of people 
now upon our globe who profess to 
love Jesus Christ. Do they keep 
his commandments? Some of them 
no doubt strive to do so. But there 
are many tilings to be taken into 
consideration in connection with the 
keeping of the commandments of 
Jesus. In the first place it is very 
essential and necessary that we should 
know what his commandments are 
before we can keep them. In the 
second place it is very important and 
essential that we should give heed to 
all those commandments, whether 
they appear great or small in our 
estimation. 

Do this people, called Latter-day 
Saints, really love the Lord their 
God, or is it a mere profession ? 
When God raised up His servant 
Joseph Smith and inspired him from 
on high to give commandments and 
revelations and to organize His 
Church, forty years ago, we were but 
few in number. I well recollect when 
I was but a boy of nineteen visiting 
the place where this Church was 
organised, and visiting the Prophet 
Joseph, who resided at that time in 
Fayette, Seneca County, New York, 
at the house where the Church was 
organized* I became acquainted more 
fully with that man and with the 
revelations and commandments that 
God had given to him ; also with the 
few people who bad been organized 
into a Church capacity, I saw the 
spirit of the people, that is, 1 saw 
there was a desire to do good, to love 
the Lord, and to be obedient to the I 
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commandments which the Prophet 
Joseph had delivered unto them. 

On the 2nd day of January, 1381, 
a Conference was held in the same 
house where this Church was or- 
ganized, and the various Branches in 
the State of New York were there 
gathered together. By the solicita- 
tions of the Conference the Prophet 
Joseph enquired of the Lord to know 
what was His will concerning the 
few Latter-day Saints that were then 
in existence. The Lord hearkened 
to him, and gave on that occasion a 
revelation contained in the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants, in which 
certain commandments were given, 
one being that nil the Elders, Priests, 
Teachers, and Deacons of the various 
Branches of the Church, instead of 
going out to preach, should go to 
with all their might and labor for the 
gathering up of the people from the 
State of New York to the State of 
Ohio; that is, they were to assist 
those in the various Branches who 
had property to dispose of the same,, 
and in regulating all their affairs, and 
to arrange business in such a manner 
that they might be able to keep this 
commandment to gather together. 

Now, suppose the people had re- 
fused to comply with this command- 
"Jnent ; suppose that I he Elders, 
Priests, Teachers and Deacons had 
considered the physical labor which 
the carrying out of this command 
entailed upon them beneath their 
notice, and had refused to make pre- 
parations to flee from the State of 
Nefr York and to gather up some 
six hundred milei to the State of 
Ohio, what would have been the 
result? Would the love of God 
have dwelt in their hearts? No* 
Would they have manifested before 
the heavens that they loved God with 
all their hearts ? No. Would they 
have manifested to the Prophet, to 
the Priesthood and to one another 
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that they really were sincere in their 
religion ? No, There was no pos- 
sible way for these Latter-day Saints 
* to show their love to God, only by 
obeying His command that was given 
and written for their instruction on 
that occasion. If there were any who 
refused to do that, I will venture to 
say that they are not membets of the 
Church to-day. If there were any 
who had so much means or property 
that they did not feel disposed to 
leave their pleasant homes and make 
a sacrifice of their wealth, in some 
measure, in order to fulfil the com- 
mandment of Jehovah, I w-ll venture 
to say that they are not in the Church 
to-day. Why ? Because God would 
withdraw His Holy Spirit from them. 
They might make great profession, 
and say how much they loved the 
Lord and His ways ; how much they 
loved Jesus, who was crucified for the 
sins of the world, vet all this would 
be foolish and vain if they reftised to 
keep his commandments, for, '* If ye 
love me, keep my commandments," 
saith the Savior. Again, it is written, 
4t This is the love of God, that ye do 
keep J I i a commandments, and His 
commandments are not grievous." 
His commandments to most of the 
people of the Latter-day Saints were 
not grievous in the winter and spring 
of 1331. They rejoiced in having 
the privilege of obeying the Lord's 
commandments, through His servant, 
the Prophet Hence they gathered 
up all the various Branches of the 
Church, with some few exceptions, to 
Kirtland, in the State of Ohio. 

This is the right way to keep the 
Lord\s commandments ; but it is, in 
the first place, necessary to find what 
His commandments are. Yon might 
have taken this big book, the Jewish 
record, or Bible, and searched it from 
the beginning of Genesis to the end 
of Revelations to find out your duties 
ua Saints, and yon never could have 


' found within it what the Lord re- 
quired of His Saints at that time — 
namely, to remove from the State of 
New York to the State of Ohio. No 
such Scripture as that was given* 
That was the duty required of in- 
dividuals in the nineteenth century. 
No other people were ever required 
to do that ; it cannot be found within 
the lids of the Bible. That com- 
mandment was specially adapted to 
the circumstances of the few Latter- 
day Saints then existing, and they 
were the ones required to keep it 
The ancients were not required to do 
that, neither are we; it was a com- 
mandment having relation to the time 
then being, and it was fulfilled. With 
that commandment we have nothing 
farther to do, provided that we, or 
as many of us as were included among 
those to whom it was given, kept it. 
If we have not kept it we have 
something further to do with it — we 
shall have to meet it in the great 
judgment day. * 

When we came to Kirtland the 
Lord gave us further commandments, 
and He revealed a great many things 
through His servant Joseph . Among 
others, He gave one that the Latter* 
day Saints in Kirtland, Ohio, should 
go to with their might and build a 
house to His name, wherein He pro- 

! mised to bestow great and choice 
blessings npon His people. He re- 
vealed the pattern according to which 

I that house should be built, pointing 
out the various courts and apartments, 
telling the size of the house, the order 
of the pulpits, and in fact everything 
pertaining to it was clearly pointed 
out by revelation- God gave a vision 
of these things, not only to Joseph, 
but to several others, and they were 
strictly commanded to build according 
to the pattern revealed from the 
heavens. 

i Now, then, no other people was ever 
commanded to do that work in Kirt- 
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land, Ohio, but the people then living 
there, called Latter-day Saints, It 
was not a work required of Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, Solomon, nor of any 
other man that ever existed on trie 
earth, nnr of any people hut those to 
whom it was given, then living in the 
State of Oh in. Supposing they had 
said, "We will not build the house; 
we can meet in a common meeting- 
house, after the order of the Gentiles, 
and we will take their forms of 
building, it does not matter, we do 
not think it necessary to be at all 
this expense, and we can hire a house." 
Would that have been sufficient ? No, 
the only way we could witness to one 
another and before the Lord of hosts 
that we loved Him with all our hearts 
was to go to and build a house just 
according to the pattern. 

Well, when we did build it, did the 
Lord accept it, according to promise ? 
He did, and He revealed great and 
import ant things in that house 
through His servant, Joseph the 
Prophet; and not only did Joseph 
have the privilege of seeing and 
Understanding the mind and will of 
the Lord, but after the house was 
built mauy others had this great 
privilege given to them. For in- 
stance, the Lord had promised to 
reveal Himself unto many of His 
people and His Priesthood in that 
house. He did so. Among other 
great revelations and visions given 
there, was the revelation, which yon 
will find recorded in our Church 
historj, of Elijah, the Prophet, of 
him who was translated to heaven in 
a chariot of fire. That same per- 
sonage came and stood in that temple 
and manifested certain keya^ gave 
these keys to the servant of the Lord, 
the Prophet Joseph, and said unto 
him that that was the fulfilment of 
that which was spoken by the Prophet 
Malachi* What has Malachi said? 
He has told us of the great day of 


the Lord that should come, when it 
>1 ) tin Id burn as an oven, and when all 
the proud and they that do wickedly 
shall become as stubble and shall be 
burned up, leaving them neither root 
nor branch. He has told us that 
before that great and terrible day the 
Lord would send Elijah the Prophet. 
Or, to quote the words of Scripture, 
" Behold I will send yon Elijah the 
Prophet before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord shall come." What 
great object had the Lord ififview in 
sending His ancient prophet as a 
ministering angel to His people on 
the earth? It is expressed in one 
sentence — " He shall turn the hearts 
of the fathers unto the children and 
the hearts of the children unto the 
fathers, lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse." In other words, 
there will be no flesh prepared to 
escape the day appointed — no flesh 
but what will become as stubble, no 
flesh will be able to abide the presence 
of the Lord until Elijah comes. Ho 
did come in that Kirtland Temple; 
he appeared in his glorious majesty, 
and there revealed the keys unto the 
servants of the Lord which should 
restore this anion between the fathers 
and the children — something that we 
did not understand anything about, 
until the angel Elij-ih revealed it 
unto us. This was a great work to 
be accomplished in the latter days, 
in order that the fathers, from the 
days of the ancient Priesthood, or 
those who were in the .spirit world 
—millions and millions of them, 
might be redeemed through the 
ordinance ot baptism for the dead, 
turning the minds and thoughts and 
affectiuns of the children, living on 
the earth, to search after their ancient 
fathers and to be baptized for them 
according to that which is contained 
in the New Testament about baptism 
for the dead. Moreover it turned 
the hearts of those ancient fathers to 


their children, for they looked to ns, 
their children, to accomplish a work 
that is needful to be accomplished in 
their nehalf, for God's house is a 
house of order; God's kingdom is a 
kingdom of order ; and His ordinances 
were instituted from before the foun- 
dation of the world, and they are 
adapted to the condition of the living 
and the dead; and God revealed 
these things that our fathers, in * * 1 1 
past generations, might rejoice with 
their children in the latter days, by 
being united in the same bonds, in 
the same New and Everlasting: Cove- 
nants. They died without the Gospel, 
without understanding the plan of 
salvation. They were brought np in 
the midst of the sectarian world, 
where all was confusion and darkness; 
where no voice of God was heard ; 
no voice of living prophets or Apostles 
to direct them, or to teach them in 
the mysteries of the kingdom of God. 
They we tit down to their graves as 
sincere, many of them, as you and 1 
are. Must they be tor ever cast off ? 
Must they always remain in prison 
and be forever deprived of the society 
of their children that should live on 
the earth in the latter days, when 
God should again open the heavens 
and send His angels to minister to 
His people? No; they without us 
cannot be made perfect; for there is 
no way for them to receive the Gospel 
only through their children, Wc 
have the work to do fur them, and 
that woik we could not commence 
until Elijah the Prophet was sent 
from heaven, holding the keys that 
were to be committed to the children 
in behalf of the fathers, in the lust 
dispensation, before the great day of 
the Lord should come. 

Then you see that even th s one 
revelation, which God gave in that 
Temple, paid the people ibr the toil 
they had endured in erecting it. 
What a satisfaction it was to them to 


know that angola administered in 
that Temple ! What a satisfaction it 
was for them to go into that Temple 
and have the heavens opened to them 
so that they could gaze on the glory 
of God ! What a satisfaction it wag 
for them to know that the Lord 
accepted, as His own, the house wliich 
they had built according to the 
pattern which He had given! And 
what a satisfaction it was for them to 
know that they loved God by keeping 
His commandments! 

Elijah was not the only ang<d that 
administered in that house. Others 
hold tag keys pertaining to the last 
dispensation of the fullness of times 
came forth and manifested those keys 
and bestowed the authority upon the 
servants of God living in the flesh to 
carry out certain groat and important 
purposes pertaining to this dispense* 
tion. These keys arc still on the 
earth. Here are the servants of the 
living God, sitting on my right hand 
and on my left, who have had these 
keys committed into their hands by 
authority from the proper source, 
from those who received them from 
the heavenly messengers. These 
keys, being now in the hands- of the 
Priesthood, never will be taken from 
them while the earth shall stand or 
eternal duration shall roll on. There 
may be apostates, those who fight 
against the anointed of the Lord and 
lilt up their heel against those holding 
these keys ; yet be it known to the 
Latter-day Saints and to all the ends 
of the earth that the almighty hand 
of the Great Jehovah is stretched out 
and He will accomplish the purposes 
ordained by Him in regard to this 
great and important work of the 
latter-days. 

Are these the only commandments 
that God has given for us to keep 
wherein we have manifested our love 
towards Him ? No. God gave com- 
mandment to His people in the 


summer of 1831 that they should 
gather np from the Eastern lands, 
New York, the New England States, 
Pennsylvania and the Middle States, 
from Ohio and various parts of the 
United States, upon the western 
frontiers of Missouri ; that is, that 
they should continue to gather, but 
not let their flight be in haste, and 
let all things be prepared before them. 
God led forth the Prophet that He 
had raised up to the western part of 
^Missouri, and pointed out, by His 
own finger, where the great city of 
Zion should stand in the latter days, 
the great city of the New Jerusalem 
that should be built up on the 
American continent, I say He pointed 
out these things and gave direction 
to His people to gather io that land, 
and commanded thera to lay the 
corner stone of a great and magnifi- 
cent temple that was to be built 
during the generation in which the 
people then lived. The corner stone 
was laid in the summer of 1831, in 
Jackson County, State of Missouri. 
AH these things were done by the 
people of God by commandment and 
revelation, and in this way they still 
f urther showed, one to another and to 
all people as well as to the heavens, 
that they did love the Lord their God. 

Many command merits were given 
to the people about affairs there in 
Jackson county — how they should 
regulate their property and how they 
should become one — revelations that 
were intended to produce the greatest 
possible union that could exist among 
the people of God, if they bad been 
c -.implied with. The people complied 
with them in part, but yet, through 
inexperience, lor the want of under- 
standing, because of the weakness of 
mortality, and because of the wicked 
and corrupt traditions that they had 
imbibed in regard to property, they 
did not fully carry out the mind and 
will of God in relation to their con- 


secrations and inheritances. It is true 
that they purchased the land from 
the American Government, or much 
of it, and paid their money into the 
land office in that county ; but yet, 
not carrying out the command of God 
to the very letter, the Lord was not 
pleased, and before they had been 
located there fourteen months He 
threatened them very severely. Said 
He, " If you do not remember my 
commandments to keep them, aud 
not only my commandments, but the 
Book of Mormon, which I have 
caused to come forth and to be 
written for your edification, as the 
New and Everlasting Covenant; if 
you do not give heed to the woids of 
instruction aud counsel, and the com- 
mandments written in that book, 
behold, saith the Lord, there remains 
a scourge and judgment to be poured 
out upon the inhabitants of Zion. 11 

We did not know what the judg- 
ment or scourging was. We had 
only been about fourteen months on 
the land, and we did not understand 
the nature of it The Lord told os 
in another revelation, which is pub- 
lish ud in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, that, inasmuch as we did 
not do just precisely as He told us to 
do in regard to obtaining our lands, 
we should be driven by our enemies 
— " Behold and lo, vour enemies shall 
be upon you ; you shall be persecuted 
and driven from city to city, and but 
few of you shall stand to receive an 
inheritance." We co Jd not compre- 
hend all this. We thought perhaps 
we should be faithful enough that 
this prophecy might not be fulfilled 
upon our heads. Although they 
were the very best people on the earth, 
yet there was a lack among them, 
through want of experience or through 
the former traditions of the Gentiles 
which, they had imbibed from their 
childhood ; but the Lord required os 
to be very good and to give heed to 
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-every word that proceeded out of 
His month, and never disobey the 
least thing ; and consequently when 
He found that we lacked in some of 
these tkings, He told us He would 
not suffer that land to be polluted by 
those who were called by His name ; 
for it was a choice land — a holy 
land, and those who were called by 
His name, and professed to be His 
disciples, should not pollute it, and if 
they did they should be scourged and 
driven away and persecuted, and there 
would be few left who would receive 
their inheritance there, 

Jn the year 1833, in the month of 
November, we began to feel this 
scourge that the Lord had ioi warned 
us of. Yet sq anxious wSs the 
Prophet Joseph that the scourge 
might be averted that he took a 
journey, in connection with some of 
the prominent Elders of the Church, 
from the State of Ohio, about one 
thousand miles, to the western fron- 
tiers of Missouri, to warn the people 
of the terrible judgment that would 
overtake them, if they were not more 
obedient. But, alas ! their repentance 
was not sufficient, though they were 
such a good people — far better than 
any other people or Church on the 
face of the eaith; but yet they did 
not come up to the letter of the law 
which God had revealed, consequently 
tbey did not manifest before Him 
that they loved Him with all their 
hearts, souls, might, mind and 
strength, and judgment came upon 
them and they were driven. Two 
hundred hoi ses were burned, our 
haystacks were burned, our cattle 
were shot down by the mob, our 
merchandize were strewn in the 
streets, our household furniture broken 
up and scattered, and the people were 
driven forth on the bleak prairies in 
the cold month of November^ Then 
they remembered the prophecies 
which the Lord had delivered by His 


servant Joseph; they remembered 
what had been written and published, 
which they had been warned of time 
and time again, bo)h by letter and by 
the personal ministry of the servants 
of God in their midst. 

They fled to Clay County and were 
driven thence in a few months, when 
they fled still further north into other 
unsettled portions of the State of 
Missouri, and again purchased lands 
of ihe Government, and entered them 
and continued there a few years ; but 
by and by we were again driven, thus 
' fulfilling the word of the Lord through 
His servant Joseph — that we shuuli 
be persecuted and driven from place 
to place and from city to city unless 
we did as He told us. Finally, we 
were driven into the State of Illinois, 
where we purchased a beautiful spot 
of ground on the eastern bank of the 
Mississippi river, called Commerce, 
which wo afterwards called Nauvoo, 
a Hebrew word which means beauti- 
ful for location* 

After we had worked in Nauvoo 
for a few years, and had gathered 
together our people from various 
parts of the United States and some 
from Great Britain, to the number of 
some fifteen or twenty thousand souls, 
in Nauvoo and the regions round 
about, behold the mob was again 
upon us and we were driven again, 
thus fulfilling more fully the pro- 
phecies that had been made, and we 
were driven here to these mountains* 
We came here by the direction of the 
servant of God, being led by him on 
whom the Lord had placed the great 
responsibility of leading this people* 
;He brought us here, and established 
us in the heart of this country. Here 
we have extended our settlements 
south, north, east and west, until the 
country is now populated with, as I 
suppose, some hundred thousand in- 
habitants. I do not know how many, 
it may be a hundred and fifty thousand 


for aught I know. Suffice it to say, 
we have over a hundred fcOwns, cities 
and villages built up in the various 
portions of this great Basin, this 
desert country. We ha?e beautified 
our inheritances; we have planted 
fruit trees m abundance and orna- 
mental shade trees, so m to make our 
residences cheering and beautiful in 
the midst of a desert, God has been 
with us from the time that we came 
to this land, and I hope that the days 
of our tribulation are past/" 1 I hope 
this, because [God promised in the 
year ISaii that we should, before the 
generation then living had passed 
away, return and build up the City of 
Zion in Jackson County ; that we 
should return and buiid up the temple 
of the Most High where we formerly 
laid the corner stone. He promised 
us that He would manifest Himself 
on that temple, that the glory of God 
should be upon it ; and not only upon 
the temple, but within it, even a cloud 
by day and a flaming fire by night. 

We believe in these premises as 
much as we believe in any promise 
ever uttered by the mouth of Jehovah. 
The Latter-day Saints just as much 
expect to receive a fulfilment of that 
promise during the generation that 
was in existence in 1832 as they 
expect that the sun will rise and set 
to-morrow. Why ? Because God 
cannot lie. He will fulfil all His 
promises. He has spoken, it must 
come to pass."] This is our faith. It 
will depend upon the conduct of the 
Latter-day Saints whether we suffer 
more tribulation. We may suffer 
tribulation although we are righteous 
in every respect, though there were 
no sin found in the midst of the 
people. Why ? Because the wicked 
always did persecute the righteous, 
they always did hate the principles 
and plan of salvation j still we have 
greater claim upon the arm of Jehovah 
for protection and assistance when we 


keep His commandments and love 
and serve Him. 

| Did you ever hear of the Elders of 
this Church getting up like the 
sectarian world and speaking about 
the love of God dwelling in their 
bosoms, r»nd saying how much Ihey 
loved testis, and at the same time 
transgressing his laws ? No, we have 
no right to make any such declaration 
as this ; hence we show to the heavens 
that we are determined to do the will 
of God, Then we may say that we 
love God j (hen we can say that we 
love His ways, and His Priesthood, 
and His Church, and His kingdom, 
and His Gospel which He has sent 
forth by His angels in the latter day, 
I feel truly grateful to the Most 
High God that such a great im prove- 
ment has been made among the 
Latter-day Saints in these mountains. 
I think 1 am able to judge, I have 
been with this people from my youth 
up. Forty years have almost expired 
since 1 was baptized into this Church 
and kingdom. I have known the 
former history of the Saints ; and I 
know and understand, in some mea- 
sure, their present condition, and I 
can contrast the two, and 1 see a 

.decided improvement. Is there more 
union amongst them? Yes; far 
more than there was in the lifetime 
of Joseph; and all that the great 
mass of the people want is to know 
what God requires, and, with one 
heart and mind, they will do it. If 
God requires them to be baptized for 
their dead, as far as they can search 
and find out their ancestors' names,, 
they will do it with all their hearts 
and souls. If He requires them to 
receive the sacred ordinance of the 
endowments, by which they may 
attain to greater blessings and glory 
in His presence, they will go to 
with one heart and mind to receive 
those ordinances. If God requires 
His people to take a plurality of 
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wives and have them sealed to them 
for time and eternity, behold they 
will do these things. If God requires 
the y^ung, middle-aged, or even the 
aged, Elders to start from their farms 
or from their various occupations and 
leave this Territory on a journey 
across the Plains or across the great 
ocean and to the different nations of 
the earth and study their language 
and preach to the people, behold they 
will do it If God calls upon this 
people to go forth into the South 
country, which is still more barren 
and desolate than the northern portion 
of the Territory, behold they are 
willing to £0 and do it If God 
requires any tiling at their hands there 
is a union, oneness and willingness to 
go forward and carry out His great 
design* and purposes in regard to the 
rolling forth of His kingdom in the 
last days. By all these acts, by all 
these manifestations, by the good 
feeling that exists in the bosoms of 
this people, wo know that they have 
made great improvement and advance- 
ment in the things of the kingdom of 
God since oar Prophet was called 


upon to offer his great and last testi- 
mony by the shedding of his blood. 

This union will increase and become 
stronger and stronger ; it will con- 
tinue until this people shall be pre- 
pared and sanctified before tin 1 heavens, 
and be permitted to return and build 
up the waste places of Zion in the 
western frontiers of the United States. 
This people will wax stronger in 
faith, in love towards God, in the 
power of the Priesthood and in the 
demonstration of the Spirit, until 
they are able to build the city wherein 
God shall reveal Himself, as He did 
in ancient times before the flood, 
among the people of ancient Zion— 
the Zion built up by Enoch. This 
people will increase in union, faith, 
greatness and glory, until the heavens 
shall come down and embrace us, and 
we sin 11 embrace them, and all the 
heavenly host shall be united together 
in one with the busts of the Saints of 
God here on earth, and a union will 
be created such as exists nowhere but 
in the celestial kingdom of our God, 
for the Saints themselves will ete 
long become celestial. Amen. 


DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT ORSON HYDE, 
Delivered in the New Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, May 5, 1870. 

(Reported by David W\ Evans.) 
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Brethren and sisters, my heart 
almost falters at the idea of attempt* 
ing tu make you all distinctly hear 
me, but by tj;e aid of the Spirit of 
the Lord, in answer to your good 


wishes and prayers, I will do my best 
to make you hear such things as it 
may suggest to me. I am thankful 
for this opportunity of meeting the 
Saiuts from different parts of the 
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Territory, of beholding their friendly 
faces, and of greeting them with a 
cordial " How do you do ?" and 41 God 
bless you." It really fills me with 
joy and gladness, and I am thankful 
that I have the privilege of meeting 
with my brethren who bear the Priest- 
hood, and of mingling my testimony 
with theirs, to establish the truths of 
heaven long since revealed by the 
Lord to His people — the Latter-day 
Saints. Brethren and sisters, I know 
that the cause in which we are en- 
gaged is the causa of God # I know 
that Joseph Smith was a true and 
faithful Prophet of the Most High 
God. I know that he sealed his 
testimony with his blood, and though 
he is invisible 1o our natural eves at 
the present time, he is moving the 
•cause of Zion by an influence which 
we can better feel than see. I feel 
thankful that I have the privilege of 
bearing this testimony; and not only 
do I bear it iij behalf of the martyred 
Prophet, but I bear the same testi- 
mony in behalf of him whom God has 
placed to lead, guide and govern the 
affairs of His kingdom on the earth — 
namely, President Brigham Young. 

You can all behold the " Twin 
Peaks " down here, when you are out 
in the open air, towering aluft towards 
heaven. You have seen the clouds 
gather around their brow, you have 
heard the thunders roll and seen the 
lightnings flash as if they would 
, -demolish those proud monuments of 
nature, and the elements have ex- 
pended upon them their fury, yet 
after all, the clouds retired, the 
thunders ceased to roll, <he lightnings 
to flash, and the sky became clearer; 
and there stand to-day those proud 
monuments, unscathed and unmoved. 
Why ? Because God Almighty's 
band reared them and placed them 
there. And the elements by which 
we are more or less surrounded may 
.gather around our President, Brigham 
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Young, until his name is almost 
obscured for the time being ; the 
thunders may roll over his head, the 
lightnings may flash or the clouds 
gather; is he affected? Is he not 
the same identical pillar, leading, 
guiding and sustaining the cause of 
God ? Most assuredly he is. And 
remember that, although the elements 
are lively and they play around the 
u Twin Peaks" with a great deal of 
force and fury, they can have but 
very little effect upon them; and so 
it is with the man whom God has 
ordained and placed to guide His 
Saints. Apostates may cause the 
clouds to gather, and they may 
thunder and they may lighten, and 
they may do this, that and the other, 
but at last they must yield and give 
place to the monument that God has 
erected ; and he will stand forth in 
bold relief, towering to heaven and 
pointing the way to eternal life, 

This is my testimony. Tins is the 
way my heart feels to-day ; and it is 
the way it has ever felt towards that 
individual; it is the way that I am 
inclined to think that it ever will 
feel. It is my determination. Why ? 
Because I have had evidence that is 
unmistakable that 1 am occupying 
grounds that are correct, that are 
true and faithful, and I cannot forget 
it I pray the Lmd that He may 
always lead me to keep the truth in 
mind, vivid and clear as the sun at 
noonday. 

Brethren and sisters, if we will be 
united in keeping the command men ts 
of God, in observing and cleaving to 
the Word of Wisdom, not for the 
time being only, but always while life 
shall last; if we will remember our 
prayers and be faithful in the dis- 
charge of our duties, I will tell you 
that any measure, inimical to our 
welfare and interests it may seem, 
that may be sought to be carried 
against us, will utterly fail We 
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hare the means within ourselves to 
defeat almost anything that is in- 
tended for our destruction and over- 
throw. However I want to talk bat 
little about this. I have endeavored 
to instruct the brethren and sisters 
where I have labored in relation to 
this matter, and if I shall repeat here 
to-day some things that I have said 
heretofore, do not think that it is 
because Brother Hyde lacks a subject ; 
but he is happy to have the oppor- 
tunity of declaring the truth; and 
truth never becomes stale because of 
being often repeated. 

We are a commercial and trading 
people, although far inland, and hence 
we buy and sell. Now the question 
is, are we always punctual to pay 
according to promise and agreement ? 
I am sorry to say that in too many 
instances we are careless and in- 
different with regard to fulfilling our 
word and agreement. We are told 
in the good Book that we should owe 
no man anything but love and good 
will; and if every man that hears the 
sound of my voice to-day could stand 
out like an angel of God and say, 
** I owe no man anything but love 
and good will/ 1 what missile from the 
enemies' ranks could be successfully 
hurled against us ? I say not one. 
We have paid that which we owe, 
and no man can say aught in com- 
plaint against us because we are 
delinquents; and every one that 
knows us will be ready to say, w God 
bless you, you are punctual and 
faithful." Do we all desire, brethren 
and sisters, to maintain this character 
and stand upon this ground ? I know 
that cases will arise, and almost 
unavoidably, in which we may be 
indebted to our brethren ; but how is 
it with some of us when those to 
whom we are indebted apply for 
payment ? I am afraid that such 
creditors, instead of receiving that 
which is their due, are sometimes 
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turned away with an excuse; when, 
if the debtor would exert himself, he 
might pay about as well then as at 
any other time. But though we may 
turn away a brother with an excuse, 
does that turn away the demands of 
justice and right ? I tell you no, I 
have seen individuals who would con- 
tract a debt, apparently regardless 
whether they paid or not. I do not 
know that there are any here, but 
if there are I hope they will heed 
the words which I speak. Let me 
say that I very much question whether, 
if we have contracted debts and do 
not pay them, nor manifest any desire 
to do so, we shall go into the celestial 
kingdom. I cannot tell how this 
will be, but I should rather fear that, 
instead of going into the celestial 
kingdom, we should go down to that 
prison that is spoken of in the Scrip- 
tures, Hence we are exhorted to 
" agree with thine adversary quickly 
whilst thou art in the way with him, 
lest at any time the adversary deliver 
thee to the judge, and the judge 
deliver thee to the officer, and the 
officer cast thee into prison : verily, 
verily, I say unto thee that thou shalt 
not come out thence until thou hast 
paid the uttermost farthing." Whe- % 
ther this Scripture legitimately 
applies in this case, I will not say; 
but to my mind it has a strong 
beginning in that direction. Well, 
if I have to go to prison and there 
work to pay the uttermost farthing, 
heaven nerve my arm so that I may 
meet and pay my obligations while I 
am in the flesh. I know that in 
relation to these matters some of us 
have been in the habit of considering, 
" Well, it is a brother to whom I owe 
this debt, and I can put him off, he 
will bear with rae, and if he begins 
to make any particular demonstration 
towards collecting it, I will twine 
around him, and say, 4 Bear with mm 
a little, and I will pay you,' ** when 
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16 we have no real, firm and 
fixed determination to pay that debt 
at all, 

Will the Lard hear and answer our 
prayers if this be our condition V I 
cannot say, but I will tell you I would 
rather be clear of any obligation 
except those of love and good will. 
1 would rather risk prayer offered 
tinder these circumstances than when 
offered while the suppliant is involved 
in dejbts and obligations he has failed 
to discharge. 

Now, brethren and sisters, if we 
will train outlives never to contract 
a debt, unU-ss we feel sure, and not 
only feel .sure, but determined, to pay 
according to promise, we fehull nut 
have the burdens on our shoulders 
that we otherwise shall have. Times 
are changing. Sometimes we are 
tempted by the allurements of the 
world, by the fluw of money nud by 
the abundance of everything, to go 
beyond thu mark, and we contract 
debts; then perhaps there is a shut- 
down on the source* of prosper: iy, 
and a dark, dull time, financially, may 
set in, and everything we have {jot is 
at stake. Which, then, is the better 
way ? The better way, in my opinion, 
is to keep clear of debt; whether 
times are prosperous or tight, keep 
clear of debt if possible. 

Some will run into debt to gratify 
pride, and they will really rob them- 
selves and their creditors just to keep 
up with this fanciful thing called 
fashion. Brother or sister So and So 
says, " I must have this or that, 
because somebody else has it;" or 
somebody has got such a thing, and 
I feel that I am as much entitled to 
it as he or she. I say let somebody 
else have as many fashions as they 
like, I ut let us abide by what God 
has given us and be content there- 
with ; an .1 if we really want more, let 
us make a little extra exertion, and 
before we spend money let us earn it* 


I know men who will actually go to 
work and sell the crop, that they are 
perhaps planting now, to merchants; 
and when they irrigate those crops it is 
not for themselves, but for them to 
whom they have sold it, The same 
is true when the grain is harvested 
and when it is threw bed. There is no 
liberty, independence or nobility in 
this ; but they who take this course 
are bound down and are slaves to 
somebody else, I feel that a little 
economy and self-denial would^relieve 
us very much from this embarrass- 
ment and incumbrance, I believe 
the good Dook says, " Except a man 
deny himself, take up his erohs and 
follow me, he cannot be my disciple." 
Do we seek to deny ourselves or to 
gratify ourselves? "Which is the 
greater labor, to iriatify ur to deny 
ourselves ? I will tell you that if we 
would bestow as much labor in deny- 
ing ourselves as we do in gratifying 
ourselves, we should feel better and 
should be happier, and the heavens 
would plead our cause more effectually. 
How comfortable a man fuels when" 
he can say to himself, "Though I 
have but little, thank God I do not< 
owe anybody anything." I have paid 
up my tithing, my emigration in- 
debtedness, I have paid for my news- 
paper, and done the best I r ,u!d to 
keep the hearts of my brethren whole 
by paying promptly, according to 
promise, so that the great machine of 
progress may move without obstruc- 
tion and hindrance ? 1 believe that 
if we will all turn in from this time 
and be honest, and really pay our 
debts and obligations, we have no 
great reason to fear anything injurious 
proceeding from any quarter. 

Suppose now, brethren and sisters, 
that we should be united in this or.e 
thing, and should actually go to and 
pay our debts and obligations, ijet me 
suggest to you one thing. Says one, 
" Keally, I would very much like if I 
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had the assurance that God heard my 
prayer?." Now, when you go home, 
just think of them to whom you are 
indebted and who is in most need 
among your creditors, and then go 
right to that individual and bless hirn 
with an instalment of what you owe 
him, and I tell you that will aid very 
mm h the acceptance of your offering 
unto God ; it will induce Him to hear 
your prayer and to answer it. If you 
don't believe it, try it, and instead of 
putting off your brother, to whom 
you arc indebted, and making a 
thousand excuses and apologies, and 
trying to <^et out of his road, go right 
to hi in, bo honest, lay your heart 
open to him, and say, ik My brother, 
I will do all I can for you. I will 
bles s you by paying you what I owe, 
or a portion of it, and I will pay you 
the remainder as fast as 1 possibly 
can. v Let this course be taken 
throughout Israel, aud see if the 
tables will not tarn in favor of Zion. 
I feel I nut they will; let us all take 
this course and see. | 

I intend, if the Lord will let me 
live, and I believe He will, to work 
just an hard as I can to pay every 
just obligation th;*t 1 owe, and I 
believe [ shall accomplish it, I pray 
the Lord to let me live until I can 
say, b.ddly and honestly and truly, 
that I owe no man anything but love 
and goodwill; and then as much 
longer as He pleases. That is what 
I d us ire and intend. And I believe 
that if we, as a people, do this, re- 
member our prayers, and keep the 
word:, of wi&dom, the Lord will not 
suffer the enemy to prevail against us. 

Now I look around this congrega- 
tion, and contemplate that there are, 
perli zips, some ten or twelve thousand 
person;?, and it may be more, I do not 
know, there is a very large number; 
then when I think that numerous as 
we are here we are but the rep re- j 
sentatives — not more than a tithing | 


of those left behind, of the same 
Stripe, if reminds me of the words of 
Joseph the Prophet, when he said, 
"Brethren, remember that the ma* 
jority of this people will never go 
astray ; and as long as you keep with 
the majority you are sure to enter 
the celestial kingdom." I am satisfied, 
brethren, that if we will go to with 
our might aud strength and pay our 
debts and liabilities the blessing of 
God will attend us, and that too in 
the eyes of all the world. 

I will tell you what I expect* I 
expect to live to see the day when 
those in our midst, who have sought 
our injury and ruin, will stand the 
same as men do, when discovered, 
that I read of in the papers, who rob 
henroosts or steal sheep. You know 
how they feel — they feel "cheap/ 
, they would feel very mean in the 
presence of honorable men. 1 expect 
to live to see the day, brethren, when 
those who have sought our injury will 
quail in our presence. : 

Well, this is no time for long 
sermons. There are my brethren of 
the Twelve here, besides many others, 
who want to speak; aud 1 presume 
to say that I have occupied my share 
of the time. One thing more, how- 
ever, I will say. You who have 
money owing to you, do nor, from my 
remarks, go to him who owes you 
and take him by the throat and *ay, 
"Pay me that which thou owest" 
I Jo not do that. No, let your debtor 
remain undisturbed by you; you be 
silent, and see whether that man's 
conscience will operate upon him so 
as to induce him to come and make 
reasonable and proper satisfaction to 
you ; and if he will not when this 
subject is fully laid before him you 
may b. gin to think that he is nut as 
honest as he should be, and by and 
by he will work himself out of the 
kingdom. " a 

1 feel, brethren and sisters, that I 
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am in tbe right company* If I can 
only manage to keep right myself, if 
I can only manage to be true and 
faithfal to my God and myself, 
while I am in the midst of this 
assembly — the representatives of a 
host of Latter-day Saints — their 
hearts beating in unison with my 


words, and my words with their 
hearts, I feel that I am not following* 
the few who break off, bot that I am 
with the majority, and we are bound 
for the celestial kingdom, 

God defend His people and their 
rights, is my prayer in the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 


DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE Q, CAlfHON, 

Dilivkked ik the Tabernacle, Ogdek City, Nov, 13, 1870. 


(Reported hj David TP. Evans,) 


OUR TRADITIONS — RECEIVING COUNSEL. 


The instructions which we have 
heard from our brethren, this morning 
and afternoon, are calculated to benefit 
every one of us, if we have listened 
attentively and are disposed to treasure 
them np in our hearts ; but that is 
the great difficulty with us as in* 
dividuals and as a people. We hear 
so much good instruction that it is 
apt to pall upon us, like persons who 
have plenty of food ; they sometimes 
eat to satiety and lose their appetite, 
their food does not relish as it did 
when they were pinched with hunger 
and did not have such abundance. I 
do not know that you ever have that 
feeling here in Ogden ; it is a feeling 
that no Latter-day Saints should have. 
In fact, there is this peculiarity about 
the truth, as it is preached by the 
servants of God — the more it is 
listened to the more it is sought after 
and cultivated, and the more precious 
and sweet is its influence upon the 
hearts of those who take this course* 
But where there is indifference and 
formality, and people don't seek, as 
Brother Heber used to say, to dig 


down to the roots, it may in such 
cases become wearisome and fail to 
have the effect it should have. But 
when I look at the progress that 
the brethren and sisters are making 
I feel gratified. There are times, 
perhaps, when I feel as others do — ■ 
that we are not making the progress 
that we should do ; that we are more 
careless and harder in our hearts and 
less under the influences of the Holy 
Spirit and the counsels of the servants 
of God than we should be. This is 
my feeling sometimes; but when I 
look calmly at the Saints, and con- 
sider the many difficulties with which 
they have to contend and the vast 
amount of tradition that has to be 
uprooted and overcome, I am gratified 
at the progress which they make, and 
feel comforted in the prospects that 
are before us, and before the Zion of 
God with which we are connected* 

It is these traditions that we have 
to contend with that are so difficult 
for us to overcome, that interfere so 
seriously with the progress of the 
people in the things of God. They 
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cling more closely to us than many of 
us imagine, and it is only when the 
Spirit of God rests upon ns and we 
realize its power to a greater extent 
that we can understand and compre- 
hend the power of tradition over our 
minds and conduct. This is the 
great obstruction to the teachings of 
the Elders and to the reception of and 
obedience to counsel; and that pre- 
vents the people being united as the 
heart of one man. It is this which 
prevents us entering upon the more 
perfect order that God has revealed, 
and that gives our enemies more 
power in our midst than they other- 
wise would h$ve. It should be the 
aim of everyone of us to seek, as 
far as possible, to put these things 
away from us. It is our privilege to 
have power from God, to have suffi- 
cient faith bestowed upon us through 
His Holy Spirit, to overcome these 
traditions. The writers in the Book 
of Mormon, in speaking of the vail 
of darkness that rested upon the 
minds of the people, alluded to it as 
a vail which can be rent asunder by 
the exercise of faith and by the 
blessing of God upon His Saints. 
There is a vail over our minds in 
consequence of the Fall, and our being 
ah at, as it were, through that, from 
the presence of God. He can see us, 
but to us He is invisible, and we can 
know Him only through His Holy 
Spirit, as He reveals Himself to us 
from time to time. In consequence 
of this the adversary has great power 
over the hearts of the children of 
men ; and it is only by exercising 
faith, by seeking earnestly for that 
Spirit which He bestows, that we 
are enabled to counteract this dark- 
ness and the influence which Satan 
seeks to exercise over our hearts. 

I rejoice in one fact which God has 
revealed ; it comforts my heart when 
I think of our condition and circum- 
stances and of His kingdom, and 
No. 24 


that is that we live in the day when, 
according to the words of the prophets 
and according to the revelations 
which God has given to us in this 
dispensation, the power of Satan is 
becoming less and less, and the power 
of God is to increase and to be made 
more and more manifest, to the ex- 
posing of the works of darkness and 
to the breaking of the yoke which 
the enemy of all righteousness seeks 
to fasten upon the minds and under- 
standings of the children of men, 

It is a glorious thought for us to 
reflect upon that we live in a day and 
at a time in which God has promised 
to exercise His power in oor behalf; 
when He and Jesus and the holy 
angels and the spirits of just men 
made perfect are all engaged with as 
in hastening the great work of re- 
demption, and in banishing from tfce 
earth the power of evil which has so 
lung held it in thraldom. God lias 
given us this promise, and if we will 
labor with the zeal and industry 
which should characterize His Saints 
in currying out His purposes He will 
testow upon us every blessing that 
we need, and will give us power, as I 
have said, to overcome our traditions, 
to see the things of God in their true 
light, and to behold the truth in all 

j its splendor and beauty. [} 
There is one great truth that we 
have to learn. Brother Car ring ton 
alluded to it in his remarks; and all 
the Elders allude to it more or less 

I when addressing the Saints, and that 
is, that the Gospel offers every ad- 
vantage to those who obey and are 
faithful to it that God can bestow 
upon His children. There is no 
advantage to be gained outside of 
this Church or outside this Gospel; 
there is no blessing that we can seek 
for or desire, or that would be proper 
for us to receive under our present 
circumstances that we cannot obtain 

i inside the Gospel, or inside the truth ; 
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or that we can obtain outside the 
Gospel, or by departing from the 
servants of God. You may let your 
minds run, if you please, over all 
there is pertaining to the earth and 
man s or that will contribute to the 
happiness of man on the earth, and 
you cannot conceive of any blessing 
or advantage that is not within your 
reach legitimately, if you pursue the 
path God has marked out and by 
abiding the counsels He makes known 
from time to time. 

A great many do not comprehend 
this; and this i& one of the traditions 
that we have to contend with, and it 
arises from the lack of faith in our 
hearts, and the unbelief that we have 
received from our forefathers. And 
we have to contend with it when 
counsel is given to us in relation to 
our temporal circumstances and other 
matters. It is frequently the case 
that we cannot see any particular 
advantage in that counsel ; it does 
not strike us favorably. We imagine 
that some other course would be better 
for us to pursue, and that by adopting 
some other line of policy or conduct 
greater advantages would accrue unto 
us. But we have to learn, if we have 
not already learned it, that obedience 
to counsel is the policy for us to 
pursue; and that when we indulge in 
thoughts of an opposite character we 
suffer ourselves to be led astray by 
the power of the adversary. Hence 
it has become almost proverbial 
among the Saints that the path of 
counsel is the path of safety. Those 
who have had years of experience in 
the Church have arrived at the con- 
clusion that the path marked out for 
us to walk in by those who have 
authority to counsel and dictate is 
invariably the path of safety to those 
who adopt it. But our traditions 
interfere with this. 

Ton look back over the policy that 
haa been taught us for the past few 


years. I refer more particularly to 
this because,, having been at home in 
the midst of the Saints, I have been 
more familiar with the counsels given, 
I can cast my eyes back for that time, 
and see, and doubtless you can when 
you reflect upon it t that there have 
been many items of counsel given 
that the Saints have been reluctant 
to obey or adopt, and which, if they 
had been carried out in the spirit iu 
which they were given, would have 
resulted in great advantage to us as 
a people, and doubtless as individuals. 
I will refer to one item, that has been 
talked about a great deal — namely, 
sustaining our enemies. Now it 
seems that a moment's reflection on 
this point would satisfy every in- 
dividual that the policy foreshadowed 
in this counsel was the best that could 
be adopted by a people surrounded 
with such circumstances as those 
surrounding us. But how difficult it 
has been to induce the people to carry 
that counsel out; why it has been so 
difficult that in some instances men 
have actually run the risk of losing 
their standing in the Church of Jesus 
Christ rather than forego the gratifi- 
cation of traditions and desires, 
which, seemingly, have taken entire 
possession of them — namely, to do as 
they please in relation to these matters. 
| Now, as I have said, a moment's 
reflection ought to satisfy everybody 
that this is the true course for us to 
pursue; that if we intend to build 
up the Zion of God and to become a 
great people, it is essential that we 
should concentrate our means in one 
channel ; that we should sustain those 
who are friendly to and whose whole 
interest is centred in the cause of 
Zion ; and that, instead of spending 
our means in fostering a power in our 
midst that is opposed to the work of 
God, we should be willing, rather 
than do this, to forego what may seem 
to be an advantage to us, and even 
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deprive ourselves of comforts and 
submit to privation if necessary to 
carry out this policy. If our minds 
were not blinded by tradition we 
should see at once that it would be 
an advantage to us as a people to put 
our means in one direction, and not 
allow it to go outside the kingdom of 
God any more than it is absolutely 
necessary ; and that we should never 
use the influence which God has given 
us, or the means which He has 
bestowed upon us to foster or main- 
tain any man or anything that is 
opposed to His cause. Why, the 
security that we have here in these 
mountains depends upon our taking 
this course to a very great extent 

We are engaged, as has been re- 
marked, in a warfare. The enemy 
that we have to oppose is one that 
does not relent in the least degree ; 
he does not yield or show the least 
sign of mercy or even to give us fair 
play; but continually shows a dis- 
position to crowd us to the wall and 
take every advantage, and to over- 
whelm us in every possible manner. 
God has brought us to this land ; He 
has given it unto us and has made it 
a blest land for our sakes. He has 
sustained us in a wonderful manner 
for a great many years, and has given 
unto us the means whereby we could 
surround ourselves with those things 
necessary for our convenience and 
comfort. For long years the effort 
has been incessant on the part of 
God's servants to induce us to become 
a self-sustaining people. Now that 
the railway is completed we can see 
God's Spirit and His wisdom in this, 
impelling His servants to dwell upon 
this theme. Year after year, con- 
ference after conference, and meeting 
after meeting were the Saints in- 
structed and continually urged to 
establish home manufactures, and to 
develop the resources which they had 
in their own midst, so that they 


might become self-sustaining. There 
was a providence in this. As I now 
view it, I can see its force more clearly 
than ever, although I always saw the 
force and necessity of the counsel ; 
but now that events have worked out 
the results that we see around us I 
can see the propriety in God inspiring 
His servants to give this counsel so 
many years ago. He could see in 
His divine wisdom that a day was 
coming when we should be, so to 
speak, overwhelmed, or when attempts 
would be made to overthrow us, and 
when there would be a greater neces- 
sity, apparently, than at that day, that 
we should be able to sustain ourselves, 
and to keep our means within our- 
selves, and not be under the necessity 
of fostering those from abroad who 
might come amongst us to acquire 
fortunes from onr means and labors. 
For years has counsel on these sub- 
jects been reiterated in onr ears, and 
scarcely a meeting has been held by 
the First Presidency, the Twelve 
Apostles, or any ot the Elders of 
Israel in which this subject has not 
been prominently dwelt upon, the 
Elders feeling in their spirit and in 
their entire being that it was essen- 
tially important that the Latter-day 
Saints should carry out this policy 
strictly. We can now begin to see, 
if this counsel had not been given, 
and the Saints had continued to spend 
their money with any body and every- 
body, no matter if it were the greatest 
enemy of the kingdom of God, what 
would have been our position to-day. 
Our enemies would have been in our 
midst, numbering hundreds where 
they now only number tens ; and the 
efforts to disintegrate the kingdom of 
God might have been attended with 
a degree of success, whereas they 
have been entirely abortive. 

You may trace the connsels that 
have been given to us from the 
beginning, one step following another 
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in natural order and succession ; one 
principle leading to another, and one 
important truth engendering, as it 
were, another important truth, re- 
vealing it and bringing it more 
forcibly home to our minds, until 
finally co-operation and its necessity 
have been brought to our attention 
and enforced upon us. Here tradition 
has come up again and has bad its 
effect; and it has required days, 
weeks, and it may be said years of 
preaching to bring this principle 
home to the minds of the Latter-day 
Saints, so that they conld see and 
understand its beauty and propriety, 
and the advantages which would 
result from its adoption in our midst. 
If we had not these traditions to con- 
tend with, co-operation would be 
sustained with hardly a dissentient. 
We should grasp the idea at once, 
and see beauty in it We would say, 
" That is a principle I can recognize ; 
I see its force and its advantages, and 
I am ready to adopt it and carry it 
out," But no, there are these tra- 
ditions; there is this unbelief, this 
reluctance on the part of the people 
to part with their old systems and to 
adopt the principles of the Gospel 
and the revelations of Jesus Christ, 
as they are given unto us. There is 
that terrible tradition, that has such 
ttrong hold of all our minds, that the 
Priesthood of God and the religion of 
Jesus Christ have nothing to do 
particularly with temporal matters. 
It is a tradition almost as old as 
Christianity, It has come down to 
us for generations and centuries, and 
is fully interwoven in the hearts, 
minds and feelings of the children of 
men, and it is an exceedingly difficult 
thing to get them to comprehend that 
temporal things and spiritual things 
are alike in the sight of God ; that 
there is no line of demarcation 
between the two: that the religion 
of Jesus Christ applies to one as 
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much as another, and comprehends 
within its scope, temporal equally 
with spiritual matters. 

This has made it difficult to enforce 
upon us the necessity of practically 
carrying out the principle of co- 
operation. "O," say men, "that is 
a temporal matter, pertaining merely 
to the buying and selling of goods ; 
it is not particularly connected with 
life and salvation or with eternal 
glory in the kingdom of God," But 
there they mistake. I look upon 
that principle, though it may be 
m bordinate in some respects, as 
divine, as coming through revelation, 
and as necessary in its place as any 
other principle that can be mentioned 
which is connected with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ They are all alike 
to me — all alike necessary and divine. 
Divine wisdom has prompted their 
practice, and has inspire* 1 the servant 
of God who presides and whom God 
has chosen to be His mouthpiece in 
our midst, to reveal them, one as 
much as another, unto us as a people. 

When we have practiced this prin- 
ciple long enough, and are sufficiently 
advanced in it, there are other prin- 
ciples, now ahead, which we shall be 
prepared to enter upon and practice. 
But we must get rid of this tradition 
that envelopes us and which lies in 
our pathway, and which is so serious 
an obstacle to our progress. As fast 
as we overcome our traditions there 
will be other principles revealed to 
us, and thus it will go on, law after 
law and principle after principle being 
revealed until we shall be prepared 
to enter into the glory of our God, 
and to dwell in the presence of God 
and the Lamb. 

It is essentially necessary then, in 
view of these things, that we should 
exercise faith. Our minds should be 
drawn out and our iaith exercised. 
It may be but little in the beginning. 
As the Prophet Alma said, when 
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addressing the people on one occasion, 
and referring to the word of the 
Lord, it was like seed planted in the 
heart ; its influence and effect at first 
were not very powerful; bat if it 
were planted in the heart, by and by 
it began to germinate and grow and 
the possessor of it said, " Why it is 
a good seed, I feel it growing !" And 
if it were nourished and cherished 
it would continue to grow until, to 
use a figure, it would become a great 
tree, and fill the whole man with 
light, knowledge and wisdom, and 
with the gifts and qoaliacations iece S - 
sary to make him perfect before the 
Lord. Our faith may be small in 
the beginning, but if we cultivate it, 
it will grow; if we do not it will die 
out, noxious weeds will spring up and 
choke it But if we exercise it as we 
should, the vail of darkness that 
separates ns from God, and which 
prevents us comprehending the things 
of His kingdom, will grow thinner 
and thinner, until we see with great 
distinctness and clearness the purposes 
of God our heavenly Father, and 
comprehend them as He designs we 
should, and carry them out in our 
lives. 

This should be our aim as a people 
and as individuals, every day living 
so near to God that we shall have 
more of His Spirit and power, and 
more of the gifts and endowments of 
the holy Gospel of the Son of God. 
If we take and continue in this course 
we shall feel and understand that we 
are progressing in the knowledge of 
God and in the comprehension of 
truth. And let me tell you, my 
brethren and sisters, if we thus live, 
when counsel is given, no matter 
what it may be t or what principle it 
may refer to, it will be plain and 
simple, and as clear unto our minds 
as the light we now see ; and our 
understandings will be enlightened 
by it and we shall set beauty in it, 


If it be to stop trading with our 
enemies, we will adopt it We shall 
feel, " That principle is true, it recom- 
mends itself to my understanding; 
the Spirit of God bears witness to 
my spirit that it is true, and I will 
adopt it," And then, after awhile, 
when co-operation is taught unto us 
we will receive that also in a like 
spirit and faith ; and if our minds 
are possessed of the Spirit of God we 
will say, " There is light in this 
principle ; I see its advantages, I will 
sustain it by carrying it out myself, 
and 1 will try and exercise influence 
with my friends and induce them to 
do the same, that it may become 
universally practiced in the midst of 
the Saints/' It will be thus, if we 
live our religion, not only with every 
principle that God h is revealed, but 
that He may hereafter reveal. We 
shall know for ourselves concerning 
them; they will be plain and simple 
and in harmony with our feelings. 
There will be no disturbance of mind, 
no difficulty in carrying them out 
This will go on under the leadership 
of him whom God has chosen to be 
our guide, and we shall progress step 
by step, week by week, gaining power, 
knowledge, influence, territory and 
wealth, Ul we shal. emancipate 
this land and redeem it from the 
thraldom of sin and from the power 
of Satan ; and the kingdom of Satan 
will recede before the light, faith and 
power of the Saints of the kingdom 
of God 

This is the work in which we are 
engaged. It is not a work to occupy 
our attention for one day, and then 
have it diverted from it for a week; 
but it is the work of our entire life- 
time, all that we have to do. It is a 
mission that God has given to us here 
on earth. We can't be engaged in 
anything more noble than this work, 
for it is the work of God — a work in 
which He f Himself, is engaged — ft 
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work that occupies the attention and 
labors of Jesus, and every holy 
apostle, prophet, and Saint that has 
ever lived on the earth, These things 
are not gained without exertion ; 
they require industry, zeal and atten- 
tion on our part ; and when we thus 
bestow attention on the work in which 
we are occupied, why God is with us, 
angels around about us, the heavens 
are open to us, the Spirit of God is 
poured out upon us, and our lives are 
a pleasant flowing stream, foil of 
peace, joy and heaven. We feel that 
we have heaven indeed, here below 5 
and wherever we go we carry this 
holy influence with us and diffuse it 
around us ; and thus the power of 
Satan is weakened on the earth, and 
the power of God is increased, j 

There are some of the brethren and 
sisters, doubtless, who cannot see 
these things in this light. You will 
hear thera very frequently say, " I 
cannot see this counsel, I can't com- 
prehend it, it don't strike me;" but 
there is no fault in the counsel* They 
would, by their words, reflect on the 
counsel j they would convey the idea 
to those who listen to thera, that 
there is something at fault ; they are 
right, but the counsel is wrong, Now f I 
it may be given as a rule, I believe, 
to the Latter-day Saints, that in 
every S u C h Vhetber it be nn> 
or woman, he or she has got to repent- 
and seek unto the Lord for faith and 
for the light of His Holy Spirit to be 
given unto them. 

How was it with us when we first 
heard the truth ? Oh ! how sweet 
and delightful the sound of the Elder's 
Voice when he proclaimed that God 
had spoken from the heavens; that 
angels had come to the earth again, 
and that the holy Priesthood was 
bestowed upon men ! How sweet, 
when he said that the Church was 
organized with its ancient power and 
purity and pristine fullness ; that the , 
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Holy Ghost, with its wealth of gifts 
and blesiings, had been bestowed 
upon men ! How was it with those 
who were prepared for these tidings 
when they heard them proclaimed? 
Their hearts burned within them and 
they were filled with joy when the 
testimony of the truth came to them ; 
and when other principles were taught 
unto them, O, the joy that filled them 
in listening to them, and they knew 
by the testimony of Jesus and by the 
Spirit and power of God that rested 
upon them that these things were 
true ! They could get up in their 
meetings and testify " I know this is 
true," When they heard the gather- 
ing preached they had the testimony 
that it was true ; and some had it 
before it was preached. They knew 
it was from God and that God 
established His Zion,and their hearts 
burned at the thought that they 
would soon be with the Saintft of God 
in Zion. They yearned for the land 
of Zion and for the society of the 
people of God. This was their testi- 
mony, and they had it in the States, 
Europe, Africa, Asia, islands of the 
sea, and in every land where the 
Gospel has been preached and the 
people have been prepared to receive it. 

This has been the testimony, and 
if this spirit has continued to rest 
upon them every principle that baa 
been taught has been plain and 
delightful to them. Is Jt this our 
experience, brethren and sisters ? We 
can all bear testimony to it. Then 
whence come this darkness and these 
doubts respecting counsel ? Whence 
comes this query about o- operation ? 
Whence comes this distrust about 
other counsel in relation to temporal 
matters? Why, it is very easy to 
understand whence it comes and what 
its origin is. It can be traced to 
neglect of duty, to the hardening of 
the heart, to the indulgence of a 
spirit of unbelief, to the neglect of 
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prayer, to becoming selfish and 
sordid, and to the commission of sin, 
There are causes for all this, for let 
me tell yoo, and testify to you to-day, 
that the Latter-day Saint who lives 
near to God, and has the Spirit of 
God constantly resting upon him or 
her, never has any doubts about any 
principle that God has revealed* 
When the gathering was taught they 
were prepared for it ; when the pay- 
ment of tithing was taught they were 
prepared for it; when consecration 
was taught they were prepared for it; 
when the move South was taught 
they were prepared for it ; when the 
more back was taught they were 
prepared for it ; when celestial mar- 
riage was taught they were pre- 
pared for it ; when the word came, 
" Cease to trade with our enemies," 
they were prepared for it ; and when 
co-operation was taught they were 
prepared for it There was no doubt 
in their minds, because the same 
Spirit that taught them that this was 
the truth in the beginning, and that 
God had spoken from the heavens, 
taught them also that ail these things 
were true, 1 But when you have 
doubts respecting counsel given by 
the servants of God, then be assured, 
my brethren and sisters, there is room 
for repentance; we are not living as 
near to God as we should do; we 
have not the Spirit of God as we 
once had it, and we should seek unto 
God with full purpose of heart, that 
the light of His Spirit may be 
bestowed upon us again. Then, when 
the servant of God stands up and 
teaches us concerning the things of 
the kingdom, his words will find a 
lodging place in our hearts; his 
counsels will be clear and sweet unto 
us, and there will be no dubiety, no 
distress, neither any disposition to 
repel these counsels or to feel offended 
at them. And if the word come to 
us to go on a foreign mission, to go 


to u Dixie," to Bear Lake, or any 
other place to perform this or that 
labor, we shall be ready to obey, for 
the Spirit will reveal to us beforehand 
what we have to do and prepare us 
for its performance. 

These are the privileges of the 
Latter-day Saints. I talk not some- 
thing that is theory, or away off, or 
that happened years ago; I talk not 
of that which is out of our reach, but 
I speak of that which is within our 
reach, within the reach of all : it is 
practical We can obtain and possess 
and enjoy it ; and if we do not, we 
do not live up to our privileges as 
Latter-day Saints, ! I fcel some- 
times, 1 wish I had the tongue of an 
angel to proclaim to the children of 
men the glad tidings of salvation 
that God lias revealed to us in the 
day in which we live. This blessed 
time ! This time of times, when God 
in His mercy has restored His Church 
to the earth, and has given us 
prophets and Apostles and the Holy 
Ghost and its gifts ; and in His great 
mercy has brought us to this land, 
where we can dwell in peace, where 
we can go out and in before the Lord 
without any to molest or make us 
afraid. 

My brethren and sisters, what 
blessed privileges we do enjoy when 
compared with the Saints in former 
days; and even when compared with 
our own circumstances in the early 
history of the Church, what blessed 
privileges God has given us in this 
glorious land ! We have rulers of 
our own choice — men whom God has 
chosen ; we have the voice of God in 
our midst, so that we need not walk 
in darkness and doubt. There is no 
uncertainty in all the land of Zton 
concerning the purposes of God. It 
need not be said of us as it was of 
Israel, " There is no Urim and 
Thunimim ; there is no dream or 
vision, and no prophet in the land." 
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We have the prophet of God ; we 
have the visions of the Almighty; 
we have the Spirit of God descending 
upon us like sweet dew ; we have the 
gifts of the Spirit of God ; we have 
fc&e Gospel in the fulness and pleni- 
tude of its power. We have all this, 
and we have the promises of God 
concerning us and our posterity ; and, 
as I have said, we have this glorious 
land of freedom and liberty, where 
we can build up the kingdom of God 
in power and great glory ; where we 
can be a free people, if we so choose. 
If this is not the case, it is because 
we are wicked, because we disobey 
counsel ; because we harden our hearts 
and have placed ourselves in a position 
to be scourged. It is not God's will 
that we should be, or that our enemies 
should have power ovei us. It is 
His good will and pleasure to give 


I an to us the kingdom and dominion, 
and to strengthen and uphold u. 

Let us then be faithful ! Let nt 
live day by day, from morning until 
night, in the moments of business 
and when perplexed with its cares, 
with our thoughts on the kingdom, 
and our prayers ascending to the 
God of our fathers, yea, unto our 
Father, for His blessings upon us; 
and that He may fill us with His 
spirit and prepare us for the things 
that await us, and help us to be 
faithful even unto the end* 

That we may all be thus faithful 
and overcome, and be counted worthy 
to sit down with our fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, and with all the 
holy ones in the presence of God and 
the Lamb, and be crowned with glory, 
immortality and endless lives, is my 
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


